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INTRODUCTION 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 

repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the 

earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads 

at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled 

to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that 

“now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the 

fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

                                    

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who brings us out of captivity into freedom, 

    out of the wilderness into the promised land, out of death into life. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

C:  have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For jealousies that divide families and nations,  

    and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of creation: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

P:  For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 

C:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 



P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

    and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

    Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim 

    the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

  

    As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

    and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

    the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

    in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN          “The Glory of These Forty Days”                 ELW# 320 

 

1 The glory of these forty days 

 we celebrate with songs of praise; 

 for Christ, through whom all things were made, 

 himself has fasted and has prayed. 

 

2 Alone and fasting Moses saw 

 the loving God who gave the law; 

 and to Elijah, fasting, came 

 the steeds and chariots of flame. 

 

3 So Daniel trained his mystic sight, 

 delivered from the lions' might; 

 and John, the Bridegroom's friend, became 

 the herald of Messiah's name. 

 

4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 

 return in fast and prayer to you. 

 Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 

 and give us joy to see your face. 

 

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt. 

Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights 

reserved. 

 

GREETING 

 

P:  The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, 

    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 



Kyrie       “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”                       ELW 599 vs. 1-3 

 

1 Lord Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin; 

 from selfish passions set me free and make me pure within. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, by anxious thoughts oppressed; 

 let me your loving servant be and taste your promised rest. 

 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me, nor let me go astray; 

 through darkness and perplexity point out your chosen way. 

 

FIRST READING:                 JOEL 2:1-2, 12-19 
 

Because of the coming Day of the LORD, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community 

lament. The repentant community reminds God of his gracious character and asks God to spare 

the people, lest the nations doubt God’s power to save. 
 
1Blow the trumpet in Zion;  sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 
2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

 Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; 

 their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. 
 

12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  
13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.  
14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain-offering and a drink-offering for the LORD, your God?  
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;  
16 gather the people.  Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even 

infants at the breast.  Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.  
17 Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

a by word among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, “Where is their God?”’  
18 Then the LORD became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people.  
19 In response to his people the LORD said: 

I am sending you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you a mockery among the nations.  

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



PSALM 51:1-17 (read responsively) 

 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;  

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 

  and sinners shall be restored to you. 

 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 

 15O Lord, open my lips, 

  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 

  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 

 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  

 

SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:1-10  
 

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, 

God’s reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us 

into a right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine 

salvation. 
 



20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you 

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
1 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2 For 

he says, 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3 We are putting no obstacle in 

anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the power 

of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 in honor and 

dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as 

unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 

killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 

and yet possessing everything. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 6th chapter 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes 

that spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1‘Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 

by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.  
2‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 5 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 

pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell 

you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 

door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you.  
16‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 

so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But 

when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not 

by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you. 19‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 

where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 



moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.  
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.    

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON      

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

A:  O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you.  Accompany us 

throughout our Lenten pilgrimage.  Create in us clean hearts and renew all the baptized to 

declare your praise.  Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places and heal lands affected by a 

changing climate, that all inhabitants of the earth experience your abundance.  

Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and resolve to world leaders 

who seek to protect those most vulnerable.  Loosen the bonds of injustice and bring an end to 

all violence, oppression, and persecution.  Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out to you in secret or in seclusion. 

Equip us with compassion to care for those who experience homelessness, food insecurity, 

economic hardship, and illness.  Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Renew this congregation, O God.  Inspire our faith formation ministries and those who 

teach and lead.  Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as your disciples. 

Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

 

A:  O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and place.  Renew 

us by the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at the last, bring us with them into 

your everlasting presence.  Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 

 

P:  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 

your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING   

   



OFFERING PRAYER       

Let us pray. 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour 

out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:   Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P :  It is indeed right … your name and join their unending hymn: 

C:  ELW 144 

        Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

        heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

        Hosanna in the highest.   

        Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

        Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145, right side 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  Blessed Jesus, 

     in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the 

     bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope 

     to a world in need. 

 

 

 



BLESSING 

P:  God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 

C:  Amen. (sung) 

 

*SENDING SONG “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  ELW #325 
 

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

 all along my pilgrim journey, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my heart is almost breaking, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

Text: African American spiritual 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P:  Marked with the cross of Christ, 

       go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 
  



 
12:15pm First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Amy Ziettlow 

Assisting Minister Bill Fitzgerrel 

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Audio/Visual Team  

Bell Ringer Bill Fitzgerrel 

Greeters Sandy Fitzgerrel 

Check-In Carol Tyler  
 

7:00pm Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Amy Ziettlow 

Organist Jeff Kashefska 

Greeter Donna Meinhold 

Communion Deacon Lee Williams 

Usher Steve Manon & Kathy Carter 

Lector Andrew Craycraft 

Acolyte Isabella Karunas 

Altar Guild Sara Corrigan  

Audio/Visual Richard Wade 

 

 

 

 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

250 W. Decatur St. 

Decatur, IL 62522  

(217) 423-7783 

www.felcdecatur.org 

Email: felc_decatur@outlook.com 

https://felcdecatur.org/live 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

3778 North Water Street 

Decatur, IL 62526 

(217) 877-2258 

Email: holycross3778@yahoo.com 

Facebook @ HolyCrossLutheranDecaturIL 

Website: HolyCrossLutheranDecatur.com 
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What is Lent? 

 

There are 40 days in Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday, March 6th, and concluding on 

Maundy Thursday. The 40 days exclude Sundays because every Sunday is a little Easter. Lent 

lasts about one-tenth of a year (like a tithe of time). The primary purpose of Lent is repentance, 

or a turning back to God. Our readings focus on the journey of Christ to the cross on our behalf. 

We are invited to engage in three types of faith practices to aid in our journey of emptying 

ourselves of distractions in order to be strengthened in our faith. Fasting, prayer, and charitable 

giving have traditionally been the practices of the church during Lent. Here are some ideas to 

consider adopting during the 40 days of Lent: 

 

FASTING: What do you need to let go of or "fast" from in order to focus on God? What 

clutters your calendar and life?  

 

Ideas: Fast from buying new things like clothes, music, magazines, or jewelry. Fast from using 

foul language and put-downs. Give up TV, Facebook, or Twitter for one day every week. Give 

up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee, and give the money you save to The Good Samaritan Inn 

or DOVE. 

 

CHARITABLE GIVING: Instead of fasting, some Christians take on something for Christ.  

Ideas: Donate personal possessions, such as clothes or shoes to Northeast Community Fund. 

Write someone a thank you letter each week. Resources for giving to ELCA World Hunger are 

available in the narthex. 

 

PRAYER: Christians also use Lent as a time of intentional prayer. You can pray while you 

walk, create music or art, or sit in silence. The sanctuary during the week is a perfect place of 

solitude.  

 

Ideas: Pray the Lord’s Prayer three times today—in the morning when you get up, at noontime, 

and when you go to bed. Say a prayer every time you brush your teeth, hear an ambulance, or 

check your e-mail. Before you text someone, pray for them. Follow the daily intentions 

provided in the bulletin each week.  

 

 

 



 

 

Lenten Schedule 
 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 22 

12:15pm at FELC 

7:00pm at Holy Cross 

   

Mid-week Wednesday Service March 1, 8, 15, 

22 & 29 
12:15pm at FELC 

   

Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 2 

9:30am at FELC 

9:15am at HC 

   

Maundy Thursday 
April 6 

5:30pm at FELC 

7:00pm at HC 

   

Good Friday 
April 7 

5:30pm at FELC 

7:00pm at HC 

   

Saturday Easter Vigil  

April 8 

7:00pm at Holy Cross 

Bonfire & Lighting  

Christ Candle 

   

Easter Sunday 
April 9 

9:30am at FELC 

9:15am at HC 
 

  
 

 

 


