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Summing It All Up
Philippians 4:10-23

• To acknowledge the gift the Philippians have 
given


• A financial gift (v.18)


• Paul’s thanks: “thankless thanks” 


• v.10: “I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at 
last you renewed your concern for me.”


• v.11: “I am not saying this because I am in 
need…”

Paul’s purpose

• v. 14: “it was good of you to share in my 
troubles…”


• v. 17: “Not that I desire your gifts…” 


• Honour/shame culture: complex hierarchy


• Patronage system: patroni, cliens


• Transactional friendship


• Not motivated by financial support

Paul’s purpose
• Theological framework


• God is at work to care for our needs 


• Purpose: to focus on God

Paul’s purpose



• Misused: v.13: “I can do all this through him 
who gives me strength.”


• “I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.” ESV

Vv.10-13: first discussion of thanks

• Misused: v.13: “I can do all this through him 
who gives me strength.”


• “I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.” ESV


• v.11: “all things” or the “all this”: 
contentment in any and all circumstances


• v. 12: the circumstances: to be in need, to 
have plenty, fed, hungry, to have plenty, to 
be in want  


• Christ giving him strength to be content

Vv.10-13: first discussion of thanks
•autarkes 

• the Stoics: “self-sufficient.” 


• Paul seeks not self-sufficiency, but Christ-
sufficiency.


• 2 Corinthians 12:9: God’s “grace is 
sufficient… I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me” 

Content



• Misused: v. 19 “And my God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches of his glory in 
Christ Jesus.” 


• v.18: “a fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, pleasing to God”


• Old Testament language 


• Isaiah looks forward to a time when God’s 
people will once again offer ‘acceptable’ 
sacrifices to the Lord (Isa. 56:7; 60:7)


• No idolatry, no injustice - the Kingdom of God

Vv. 14-19: Paul’s second thanks
• v.16: physical needs


• vv.11-13: need: ability to be content

Vv. 14-19: Paul’s second thanks

“…God has nevertheless met his needs… 
God will nevertheless meet their needs out of 
his limitless resources (4:19). Not simply 
despite these hardships, but through the 
Philippians’ obedient handling of them, God is 
working in them to guide them safely to 
salvation (cf. 2:12–13). This is the ultimate 
need of God’s people, and this is the primary 
sense in which to understand the promise of 
4:19.” - Frank S. Thielman, Philippians 

• Our primary need… is God 

Paul’s perspective
• “To our God and Father be glory for ever 

and ever.  Amen.”


• Habakkuk 3:17-18: Though the fig tree 
does not bud, and there are no grapes on 
the vines, though the olive crop fails, and 
the fields produce no food, though there 
are no sheep in the pen, and no cattle in 
the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
be joyful in God my Saviour. 

v.20: Praise



• With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to 
God by Skye Jethani


• Life UNDER God: where people might 
view their “primary calling is to live under 
divine rules in order to avoid calamity.”


• Judaism, Christianity, and Islam: “seek to 
win favour with and control God by 
combining rituals and morality” 


• Trying to exert control OVER God

Themes: Contentment
• Scripture: commends the poor, rich are 

admonished


• Luke 6:20: “Blessed are the poor”


• Prov. 30:8b-9a: “…give me neither poverty 
nor riches, but give me only my daily 
bread. Otherwise, I may have too much 
and disown you and say, ‘Who is 
the Lord?’”


• Life WITH God

Themes: Contentment

• we need God’s presence and help as much 
when we experience affluence as when we 
experience poverty 


• practice of generosity helps us remember 
that everything we have is God’s to begin 
with 


• God works through generosity of his people

Themes: Generosity
• To God for all he’s given, his presence


• Habakkuk 3:17-18: Though the fig tree does 
not bud, and there are no grapes on the 
vines, though the olive crop fails, and the 
fields produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen, and no cattle in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in 
God my Saviour.

Themes: Gratitude



• Give generously


• Express praise and gratitude

Takeaways from the passage…
• Joy: no matter the circumstances, God’s 

presence


• Relationships/unity: partner in the gospel 
together and share openly and vulnerably 
with one another, and to aim toward unity 
while celebrating our diversity. 


• Christlikeness: the mindset of Christ Jesus 
– his humility and love, formed to be like 
him

Summing it all Up


