
 
 

 

 
 

 

First Sunday in Lent 
 February 26, 2023  

Rev. Paul Tomkiel, Pastor 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.
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Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 

where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 

this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of 

our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to 

be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart 

of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive 

the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
 

Prelude - Prelude on "Herzliebster Jesu"         (Gordon Young) 
 

Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness  
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Holy One, source 

of our renewal, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn – A Mighty Fortress Is Our God         (ELW 504) 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
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*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, 

and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us 

steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. A: Amen. 

 
Word 

First Reading – Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Genesis 2 provides a different creation story from Genesis 1, In the verses we won’t read this morning, 

God allows Adam to name all the animals (except himself), but finds none that would be a “helper as 

his partner.” So Eve, like Adam, was created to be a gardener. 
 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 

garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 

the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw 

that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 

was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 

some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 

made loincloths for themselves. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 32 (Sung to the tune Joyous Light [ELW 561])  

Singing this psalm immediately after telling how humanity has fallen short of God’s hopes right from 

the beginning celebrates the power and dependability of God’s patient forgiveness and forbearance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

1  Bless  -  ed       is         the      one whose   sin          is        cov-ered     ov    -    er         by     the  

2  When      I      held       my      sin      in  -  side        me,      and  kept     si    -    lent       in      my  

3  Then       I       told      You      of      my     sin,       and       did   not     hide       in    -    i   -   quit -  

4  For       You     are       my     place    of      hid   -    ing,     You  pro -   tect       me     from     all  

5 “Don’t    be      like       the     horse    or    mule      that        do   not      un   -    der -  stand     at  

Lord,              Whose trans  -  gres      -     sions   are     for   -   giv     -    en,         and   whose  

 way,               Then    my      bones           grew weak   and      wast   -    ed       through  my  

   y;                     I      said,      “I’ll              con - fess    my       tres   -    pass” — You     for -  

strife;               And   with      songs             of    Your   de    -    liv’   -   rance,     You     sur  -  

  all;                 Lest  they’re     led               by     bit     and       brid     -   le,         they   won’t  

 guilt     God   won’t       re    -      cord.               Bless - ed          is                the      one whose  

groan  -  ing      all         the           day.                 For    Your     hand            was     heav  - y  

gave,   purged guilt      from          me.               There - fore,       let               the      god  -  ly  

round     and    keep       my           life.                  “I      will       teach           and      will     in   -  

come     when   you        do            call.”            Man   -   y         woes            af   -   flict    the     

  sin         the        LORD does    not         count     a   - gainst  him,         In  whose  spir   -   it  
  on          me;        day    and   night,        my   strength did   lapse;    Sapped  a  -  way       as  

 pray         to         You  while  You         may     still     be    found;     Sure  - ly     wat  -    ers  

struct       you         in      the    way          that     you   should  go;           I     will   coun  -   sel  

 wick     -  ed,        but     the   LORD’s      un   -  fail   -  ing    love       does   sur - round     the       

 

 no          de  -  ceit           or          hid   -  den     sin       is       found     with    -     in. 
 in           the    heat          of          sum  - mer’s  hot,     leth   -   ar    -    gic         grasp. 
will         not   reach       them,     might  -  y     waves   that     surge       a     -    round. 

and       watch  o’er         you;        the     right   path       to        you       I’ll         show. 

ones       who   trust        Him.      Sing!     Re – joice      in       GOD        a      -    bove! 
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Second Reading – Romans 5:12-19 
Several times in his writings, Paul compares and contrasts Jesus with Adam, Moses, or other figures 

from the Old Testament. The contrast he draws here undergirds his affirmation, earlier in chapter 5, 

that we may have absolute confidence in the renewed relationship with God established by Christ. 
 

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 

so death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the 

law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from 

Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, 

who is a type of the one who was to come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 

trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the 

one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of 

the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 

the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s 

trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who 

receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in 

life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 

of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 

will be made righteous. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel Acclamation  
One does not live by | bread alone,* but by every word that comes from the | mouth of God. 

 
 

*Gospel Reading – Matthew 4:1-11 
Both Moses (Ex. 34:28) and Elijah (1 Kings 19:8) fasted for forty days before experiencing the presence 

of God and beginning a new stage of their ministry. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came 

and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 

fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 



9 
 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

R: The gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon – Chad Hershberger, director of Camp Mount Luther 

 

Hymn of the Day – When We Are Tested         (ACS 922) 
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Invitation to Baptism  
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom 

to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration especially 

Bishop Eaton, Bishop Paula, and Pastor Kevin. Counsel all who faithfully lead your people 

into the future. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living 

creature. Bless those who work in fields, orchards, forests, and streams, (local sources of 

food and food distributors may be named), that the world is nourished by the fruits of 

their labor. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: You send your angels into the back country. Support camps and outdoor ministry 

sites, especially Camp Mount Luther, as they prepare to welcome campers there and 

here. Have their staff serve as your angels in those places. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a 

sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the 

regions and nations of the world. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all refugees 

and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness, 

surround your people with your steadfast love (especially). Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for those 

who tend to the needs of others, especially worship greeters, fellowship hosts, and Sunday 

school teachers (other ministries of care and hospitality may be named). Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
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L: You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite our prayers 

with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in you. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering - Meditation on the Cross    (Mary McDonald)  
 

Offertory – Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery   (ELW 334) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

From       the        dawn        -         ing       of        cre     -      a    -         tion            you    have 

loved         us          as         your         own;              stay      with    us            through all   tempt  

-  

a     -     tion,       make     us       turn     to     you           a       -       lone                  make    us  

 

turn     to     you         a     -    lone 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 

these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 

Savior. A: Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus  
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*Thanksgiving for the Word 
Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 

we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 

and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 

who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

wash away our sin, 

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion  
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 

Lamb of God    
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: Amen.  

 
*Communion Hymn – When Peace, like a River   (ELW 785) 

 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. 
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*Post-Communion Canticle  

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
A: Amen. 
 

Sending 

Sending of Communion  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
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*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn – Bless Now, O God, the Journey   (ELW 326) 

 
 

*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Serve in love. 
A: Thanks be to God. 



20 
 

Postlude - O Sacred Head     (Frederick Zachau)  

 
Serving Today 
Worship Leader……………………………………………. Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Guest Preacher …………………………………………… Chad Hershberger 

Assisting Minister.……………………………………..….Lauren Muthler 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 

Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 

Reader………………………………………………………….. Jeff Muthler   

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 
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