
Apocalypse Now: Session Thirteen 
The Great White Throne: What Does Revelation Tell Us About the Final Judgment? 
 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and 
sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the 
dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had 
done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire. – Rev 20:11-15 
 
Some Questions: 

- What is this describing? 
o God’s final judgment of the deeds of humanity that have been written into 

books. 
- When is this happening? 

o At the end of history, after the millennium and battle of Armageddon, before the 
final state. 

- Who is this happening to? 
o All human beings across all time. 

- What is the result? 
o The eternal state of human beings: Lake of Fire or New Creation. 

 
Analysis 

- Use of Daniel 7 
o Daniel 7:1-8 describes the terrifying beasts rising out of the sea (which John uses 

in Rev 13) 
o “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his 

clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne 
was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came 
out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were 
opened.” – Dan 7:9-10 

o Then, in 7:11-12 the Beast is killed and destroyed with fire. In 7:13-14 the Son of 
Man riding on the clouds of heaven is given an eternal kingdom. 

o Then, in 7:15-27, Daniel is given an interpretation of his vision about the Beast, 
and is told: “But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken 
away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end. 27 And the kingdom and the 
dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an 



everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him,” (Dan 7:26-27). 
 

- “A great white throne” 
o “Throne” used over 30 times in the book to refer to God’s rule, authority over all 

creation. “White” often used to describe God/Jesus in the book (eg. Rev 1:14; 
19:11). 

o “him who was seated on it” a circumlocution to refer to God the Father (how 
God is referred to repeatedly in chps. 4-5). 
 

- “earth and sky fled away” 
o See Rev 6:14 and 16:20, apocalyptic language of de-creation. 
o See also 2 Peter, “But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist 

are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of 
the ungodly…But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens 
will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” (2 
Pet 3:7, 10) 
 

- Every human being who has ever lived is summoned to the throne 
o And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne (vs. 12) 
o And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 

who were in them (vs. 13) 
o Compare this with the blowing of the 7th trumpet (Rev 11:15-19) and the 

breaking of the 6th seal (Rev 6:12-17) where “great and small” are summoned for 
judgment and reward. 
 

- “books were opened” 
o An allusion to Daniel 7:10, “the books were opened.” The books are a record of 

the deeds of mankind. Consider, “I tell you, on the day of judgment people will 
give account for every careless word they speak,” (Matt 12:36). 

o The Bible repeatedly teaches that we will be judged by our works:  
▪ Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12; Jer. 17:10; 32:19; Matt. 16:27; Rom. 2:6-8; 14:12; 

Rev. 2:23; 22:12. 
o “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 
evil.” 2 Cor 5:10 

o Consider the warning given to teachers: “Not many of you should become 
teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 
greater strictness,” (James 3:1) 

o “The issue is not salvation by works but works as the irrefutable evidence of a 
person’s actual relationship with God. Salvation is by faith, but faith is inevitably 
revealed by the works it produces.” (Mounce, NICNT). 
 

- “Then another book was opened, which is the book of life” 



o “But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book 
that you have written.” Exodus 32:32 

o “And he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone 
who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem,” Isaiah 4:3 

o “Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side 
by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow 
workers, whose names are in the book of life,” (Phil 4:3). 

o When is this book written? 
▪ “…and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has 

not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of 
the Lamb who was slain,” Rev 13:8  

▪ “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the 
bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose 
names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of 
the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to 
come,” 17:8 

o Entrance into the lake of fire depends on whether or not your name is missing 
from this book 

▪ “And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire,” (20:15; also 21:27) 

o So, we are truly judged by the books, but it is our name written in the book of 
life before the foundation of the world that is determinative. Election leads to a 
new life of good works. 
 

- “the lake of fire” 
o “Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire” 

▪ Death is the last enemy to be defeated (1 Cor 15:26) 
▪ God promised that He would “swallow up death forever” in Isaiah 25:8 
▪ “This is the second death”—the second death is the destruction of death. 
▪ “Hades” is the domain of death and the final punishment, the “grim 

receptacle of death’s prey” (Moffat). 
o The Lake of Fire is the location of the final resting place of all who oppose God. 

▪ It is where the Beast, False Prophet, and Satan will reside (Rev 19:20; 
20:10) 

▪ It is a place of unending, conscious torment (19:3) 

• “And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a 
mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the 
wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his 
anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the 
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 
And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and 
they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and 



its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.” (Rev 14:9-
11) 

▪ “And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have 
rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be 
quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.” Isa 66:24 

 


