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“ …for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” 

       In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

Today dear friends, we begin that wonderful and spiritually rich season of Holy Lent. We 

have been looking forward to the beginning of this sacred time over the past three weeks, 

during which the Church has called us to meditate upon those virtues and attitudes of soul 

that will aid us in entering deeply into the spirit and practise of this time of repentance, 

contrition, and renewal. Here during these forty days, we will find ourselves challenged to 

examine our loves, purify our intentions, and strive for a new heart and mind. In other words, 

today we are called to follow ever more closely, the royal way of the Cross-the way of 

Christ-the way of Eternal Life. 

In the Gospel for this Ash Wednesday, our Blessed Lord speaks to us very directly about the 

fundamental issue of our lives-where are our hearts, and what is our treasure? As Christian 

believers, we need to be constantly vigilant over who or what has claimed our love and 

devotion. Do our hearts and loves recognise the presence and reign of our Lord Jesus Christ 

as Lord of all that we have and are? Are we letting our hearts be overwhelmed by the lure of 

the outward attractions of this life, while paying little or no heed to the claims of Christ on 

our lives? Are we thinking perhaps that we can have it both ways-with one foot in the 

kingdom of God, and the other in the world? 

These are the questions that Lent invites us to consider! Lent gives us an opportunity to shift 

our vision from the world to the realities of the spiritual life-from the habits and attitudes that 

bring confusion and despair, to the blessed ways of the Kingdom of God. Lent then becomes 

a time of refreshment and reordering of our whole lives to the will and purposes of God 

Almighty! 

Christ pleads with us during these blessed days to really look deeply within ourselves and ask 

the Holy Ghost to tear from the throne of our hearts all of the false idols that so often take the 

place of the Blessed Jesus and His Way of love and peace. This inward cleansing does not 

happen in an instant for most of us-it is the work of a life time! But no matter how difficult 

this road of repentance and renewal might be, remember that it is our Lord Jesus who has 

called us to this holy work, and He stands ready to stand by us in our need for strength and 



courage. He calls us to humbly seek His face, in simplicity of heart, and with a joyful 

confidence in His Mercy as He graciously descends to our hearts to do a work of grace and 

inner healing. Remember dear friends that the Lord Jesus is the Lord of all, and that He longs 

to actually be the Lord of our hearts and lives as well. 

Tonight begins a time for each of us to come boldly before the Throne of Grace and seek 

those blessings that we most stand in need of! The Holy Disciplines of Lent provide the 

sacred means whereby each of us can discover the joys that come from a free giving of 

ourselves to Christ, and seeking to have His loving heart and life be the pattern for our lives. 

This Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of life and hope for all who will enter fully into 

the spirit of Great Lent, and seek to draw from it a new sense of vision and purpose! 

An ancient hymn writer describes Lent as the “healing time” and so it is for us. Sometimes 

we become so occupied with the health of our bodies, that we are unaware that our souls can 

become diseased and afflicted as well. Here is where the healing medicines of the Lenten 

Disciplines can provide the sort of spiritual remedies that can bring a new focus to our lives. 

Prayer, Fasting, Devout reading of Holy Scripture, Almsgiving, The Blessed Eucharist and 

personal discipline in our daily life all contribute to the restoration of life to our souls. Holy 

Church as a good Mother provides us with a host of powerful weapons for us to use as we 

fight against the weaknesses of our human nature, and have the promise of bringing new life 

even when we feel alone and rejected by the very Lord who desires only our Spiritual good. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ speaks to us tonight about treasure. He longs for us to be seeking the 

Eternal treasure of the Kingdom of God a treasure that will not fade or disappoint us. The 

Blessed Jesus calls us to lay up eternal truths in our hearts-a rich treasury of spiritual truth 

and life that comes as a gift from the Father of Lights-the One who so completely gives 

Himself to us in such abundance. But we must be willing to receive all that He has for us! 

Our hearts and minds must welcome the Light and Mercy of God-He will not force His way 

into our lives, nor will He coerce us to love Him. The Lord Jesus Christ stands at the door of 

our hearts this Ash Wednesday, and throughout the Lenten Season and simply asks to come 

in-into our hearts and lives no matter where we are or what state our hearts and will might be 

in. He invites to Life, to Hope, and to Eternal joy, and He longs for us to say yes to Him in 

simplicity and love! 

Friends, how can we have a truly Holy Lent? How can we as imperfect and weak as we are 

take advantage of the possibilities that this Holy 40 days holds for us? We do it by asking our 



dearest Lord Jesus to grant us a real desire for Him and for His Glory in all that we may 

undertake during this blessed time! Let us ask Him in faith to grant us to have a Holy 

Intention to spend this Lent in a way that is pleasing to Him. This means that we do not 

practise the disciplines of Lent to impress Him with our spiritual accomplishments, but rather 

to learn to walk as He walked, and to have our whole selves renewed in His Blessed Image. 

Having this attitude will help us to walk before Him in true humbleness of heart, and to have 

a firm and unshaken trust in His love for us. 

This is a most Sacred Day in the church’s calendar-it is a day of solemn Fasting and Prayer! 

It is a day that begins our journey with the Lord Jesus on His road of suffering love that will 

end as He mounts the Cross to take upon Himself the Sin of the world-a mystery that none of 

us can ever fully understand. Here is the true glory of this Season dear friends-that Jesus has 

given Himself to the agony of the cross for us-in all of our darkness and despair, and yet that 

is not the whole of the story is it? The Blessed Jesus will rise again from the dead, and in so 

doing announce to the world that the power of death is destroyed, and that the Kingdom of 

Heaven is open to all who will follow the Lord Jesus in trust and love! 

May we all enter upon this time of spiritual cleansing with a true and generous heart! Holy 

Lent is a gift given to all who would love the Lord Jesus better, and who long to follow Him 

more closely and completely. May we give ourselves to Him today, and trust that He will be 

with us today and always-through life and death-and may this be our consolation and hope. 

May God Almighty bless this Lententide to our spiritual good, and may we prepare ourselves 

to greet Him with joy and thanksgiving this Easter! 

 

            Glory be to God for All Things    AMEN 


