
                                                      Prayers of the People    
                                       First Sunday in Lent, February 26, 2023                                                 
                                                Intercessor: Jane Whittemore 
 
 
Creating God, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Anishinaabe, 
Attawandron and Haudenosaunee people, the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Huron 
Tract Treaty. We pray for those who make decisions about the resources of the earth, that 
they use your gifts responsibly.  
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, we pray for Todd our Bishop, Anne our Metropolitan; Linda our Primate; 
Chris Harper, National Indigenous Archbishop Elect and Marinez Bishop of Amazonia 
and Primate of Brazil, all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and all who minister in your church. 
As we begin this season of Lent we come to you with all our muddled priorities and 
conflicting agendas to be made whole as the Body of Christ; to renounce evil so as to be 
equipped to announce the kingdom of peace. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, we come with the needs and sorrows, pain and suffering of our brothers 
and sisters all over the world. We pray for the nations living in conflict and with the 
ravages of natural disasters. We pray for peace and stability for the people of the 
Occupied Territories, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen, 
Libya, Pakistan, Peru and Brazil. We pray that wars may cease. We continue to pray for 
the people of Turkey and Syria following the two devastating earth quakes. We pray for 
strength for all who are engaged engaged in resuce and recovery. We pray that survivors 
can find adequate shelter, food and medical attention. We pray for the people of New 
Zealnd as they deal with devestaing flooding in the aftermath of cyclone Gabrielle. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, we come to you with the world’s clamour ringing in our ears. We feel the 
pain of injustice and pray for the world’s healing, asking for an end to all agreesion, lying 
and deceit from those with political or military power.  
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
 



Creating God we pray for this city of Stratford and all communities represented here 
today. We thank you for the comfort of our homes and the gifts you have given to each 
member of our families and loved ones. Help us to be aware of each other’s needs and the 
needs of those who are not as well off as we are. We pray for all who are served by St. 
James’ Food Bank, St. Paul’s Connection Centre and St. Stephen’s ‘Our House’ 
initiative. May they know that they are members of a wider family.  
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, we pray for all who are locked down in physical or emotional pain, who 
are weighed down with worry, guilt or despair. Restore and refresh them, comfort and 
free them. Knowing that you know their needs we pray for those who have asked us to 
pray for them: Marilyn, Angela, Niki, Rob, Judy, Richard, Mary, Robert, Bob, Heather, 
David, Stephen, Doug, Maribel, Nancy, Anne, Mary Lou, Ann, Paul, Susan, Frank, 
Norah, Laurie, Bill S., Bruce, Jean, Joanny, Bob, Mary & Harold, Diane, Mary Ann, 
Jim, Bev and Allie, Devin, Don and Barbara.  
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God, we pray for those in our St. James family who are celebrating birthdays 
this week: Karin Mussen, Laura Snowden, and those celebrating anniversaries: Lynn 
and Gary Ransom. As we celebrate our milestones with family and friends let us never 
forget that there are many who feel that they have nothing to celebrate and no one to 
celebrate with. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God we commend those who have recently died to the everlasting care of the 
Father, and may those who mourn be comforted. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
“Hear us Jesus Christ, when we ask for help to recognize temptation, for honesty to face 
it, for strength to resist it and the humility to give God the glory.”* 
 
Amen 
 
 
*A New Zealand Prayer Book, He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa,  
Collect for the First Sunday in Lent 
 


