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Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 19, 2023 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting 4 

 

Introduction to the Day:  

 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-
Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the 
words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this 
week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at 
the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung 
again at Easter.  

Prayer Requests 

Congregation participation in bold print.    
 
Please stand as you are able. 

GATHERING - The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Who makes all things new, 
Whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 
glory of your holy name. 
Amen  
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GATHERING SONG                       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                               ELW Hymn 631
                

 GREETING            

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
                            
Let us pray together. 

O God,  
in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses 
and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshad-
owed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy 
its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Please be seated. 

WORD -  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.   

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The “glory of 
the Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God 
gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments. 
12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of 
stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set out with 
his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here 
for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of 
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to     
Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of 
the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 

18
Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. 

Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

KYRIE                                          ELW pg. 147 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE         “Glory to God”               ELW pg. 148 

Psalm 2 
1Why are the nations in an uproar? 
 Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
 2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 
  against the Lord and against the Lord’s anointed? 
3“Let us break their yoke,” they say; 
 “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
 4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 
  the Lord holds them in derision.   
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5Then in wrath God speaks to them, 
 and in rage fills them with terror. 
 6“As for me, I have anointed my king 
  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
7Let me announce the decree of the Lord, 
 who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
 8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 
  and the ends of the earth for your possession.   
9You shall crush them with an iron rod 
 and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
 10And now, you kings, be wise; 
  be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11Submit to the Lord with fear, 
 and with trembling bow in worship; 
 12lest the Lord be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 
  Happy are all who take refuge in God!  

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the activity of the 
Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture. 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him 
on the holy mountain. 
 19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you 
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW pg 151           
Please stand as you are able. 

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James, and John 
in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by           
themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When 
the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus     
himself alone. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the 
Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.   

Please be seated. 

SERMON                      Pastor Gary Rohde 
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Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                           “Shine, Jesus, Shine”               ELW Hymn 671 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
        creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

After each petition, the Worship Assistant will say, “Merciful God”,  the congregation will respond, “receive  
our prayer.” 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  

 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
Please take a few moments to greet those around you as you feel comfortable, keeping in mind that not everyone is 
comfortable shaking hands or hugging.   

MEAL -  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING      

OFFERING SONG         “Jesus, Come!  For We Invite You”         ELW Hymn 312 
   
Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together, 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanks-
giving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen . 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE                     ELW pg. 152 

Preface                 “Holy, Holy, Holy”                             ELW pg. 153 

              

WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

LORD’S PRAYER                                               
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.   

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
Please be seated. 

We believe that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine. All those who are baptized and have received formal 

teaching about The Lord’s Supper are invited forward to commune.  If you desire a blessing, come forward and keep hands folded  

together.  Come forward at the direction of the usher.  Pick up a clean cup from the right side of the altar.  The empty cups can be 

placed in the tray on the left side of the altar. 

COMMUNION SONG        “Lamb of God”              ELW pg. 154 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”          ELW Hymn 815 

                    “Beautiful Savior”                         ELW Hymn 649 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION       “Now Lord You Let Your Servant Go       ELW Hymn 135  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

SENDING -  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK: 

Today : Faith, Fitness, & Fellowship, 2:00 

Monday:  Red Cross Blood Drive, 12:30—5:30 

Tuesday: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Feed, 5:30 

Wednesday: Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 

Thursday: Social Ministry Meeting, 11:00 

  Worship Team Practice 6:00 

Counters for February: Jim Sund & Sue Stewart 

Sunday, March 5th:  Special Congregational Meeting, 11:00— The Council and the Call committee 

will be placing before you the name of Reverend Christopher Peterson as a candidate for call as the 

next Minister of Word and Sacrament of Christ Lutheran Church.  Your presence and vote are        

important.   

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always  

Amen. 

SENDING SONG                              “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”                         ELW Hymn 315 

DISMISSAL             

Go in peace. 
Follow the way of Jesus! 
 
Thanks be to God! 
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Called by God to Worship, Learn, and Nurture:  Sent to Serve and Tell 

Christ Lutheran Church - ELCA 

5606 West Lincoln Ave, Yakima, WA  98908 

(509) 966-1720….christlutheranyakima@gmail.com….Follow us on Facebook 

www.christlutheranyakima.org      Worship at 9:30 am 

Deacon Kathy’s Office Hours:  Tuesdays—Thursdays 11:00 - 2:00 and by appointment 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
Material from sundaysandseasons.com 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgies License: SB129066 
One License: A-708620 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Looking Forward to Lent 

February 21st—Shrove Tuesday complete with a pancake feed prepared by 

the men.  Join them at 5:30 to indulge in pancakes and sausage.  A freewill   

offering will be collected going toward  the Lenten offering designation 

February 22nd– Ash Wednesday services, Christ Lutheran Church at 6:00 

March 1st—April 5th—Mid week Lenten services at noon.  We will be reading 

and watching a video entitled “The Way, Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” by 

Rev. Adam Hamilton.  Please join us for this walk through the Holy Land with 

Jesus. 

Blood Drive on Monday, February 20th 

12:30—5:30 

Sign-up Sheet in Narthex to check-in donors 

Go online to redcross.org to donate 

 

Travel to the Holy Land in this inspiring volume of Adam Hamilton’s Bible study on 
the life of Jesus.  Using historical background, archaeological findings, and stories 
of the faith, Hamilton retraces the footsteps of Jesus from his baptism to the temp-
tations to the heart of his ministry, including the people he loved, the enemies he 
made, the parables he taught, and the roads he traveled. 

Our mid-week Lenten services will be on the Wednesdays in Lent beginning at 
noon.  We will be watching a short video that will take us on the roads of the Holy 
Land.  We will also have books available  to accompany each video.  Please join us.   

http://www.christlutheranyakima.org

