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Pastor Branson (00:15:13): 

Well, amen. What a blessing that was. It's worth it just coming on Wednesday night just to hear a good 
song, <laugh>. Really, really good. Well, I hope y'all are having a good week, everybody having a good 
week so far? Yes. Good, good. Well, you only got Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, then you'll be back in 
here and having another good day. How about that? It's always good. Always good. Well, let's open up 
with a word of prayer tonight and then we'll get at it. Heavenly Father, we just want to thank you so 
much for the salvation that we have through your wonderful son, father, as we would live a million 
lifetimes, we could never sufficiently tell you how much we love you and praise you, Lord, for all that 
you've done for us. Now, Lord, we just thank you for this church. We thank you for how you are 
remarkably blessing, Lord, just everything that we're doing here, Lord, in the day and age where it's 
getting really, really hard to, to have church and for churches to be successful, father, you are divinely 
blessing our church and we want to thank you for that. 

(00:16:20): 

And Lord, we know why you're doing it. You're doing it because, Lord, we are doing the things that you 
want us to do. And Lord, we just pray that we would just keep the main thing, the main thing always. 
Lord, we thank you for these that have gathered here tonight. And Lord, we just want to pray that you 
would just give us a good time around your word. These things we ask in your name. Amen. Amen. Well, 
I want to just share, most of you probably know this already, but I'll say this in the beginning here as 
we're talking about the sermon tonight. You know, I have always said that my, my poor mama, my 
mama, more so than my dad, cuz my mom was a disciplinarian in our house. You know, my dad, my dad 
gave me two spankings and my whole entire life that I remember, but I remember both of 'em pretty 
vividly. 

(00:17:13): 

 My mama gave me hundreds of spankings. And I, I, I don't know, I, I just, my blessed my poor mama. I 
mean, I, I deserved everyone that I got. And I, I missed a lot that I should have gotten. But I was just 
thinking today, I was writing some things down and I said, you know, when I was a little kid, I was a, I 
was a handful and I was, I was all boy. I was all boy. I mean, I was, and everybody used to say that 
trouble was my middle name. I was headstrong. And I thought, you know, down this today, I said, you 
know, by the age of 10, by the age of 10, I had a long list of accomplishments that nobody would really 
want. All right, <laugh>, I was, I was banned from a restaurant. And I told you that I was banned from a 
restaurant. 

(00:18:04): 

My, my dad's best friend that he was in the army with, and Durham, North Carolina, had a wonderful 
barbecue restaurant. It's called Bullock's Barbecue, still operational today, awesome place to go. But I 
used to take Hush puppies and throw 'em across his restaurant and hit people in the head, or it would 
land in their, you know, in the middle of their table. And he came to my dad one time, he says, Ralph, he 
said, you know, you know how much I love you, man. You know how much I love your family, but listen, 
listen, do us all a favor. Don't ever bring that boy back in here in my restaurant again, <laugh>. So from 
that point on, my mom and dad just had to go to the restaurant by themselves. And if I was gonna have 
any bullets, it had to be by takeout. I was caught red-handed in a Lines Club, fountain Pool one time 
picking up silver money. 

(00:18:54): 
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I just took my pants and, you know, pulled 'em all up way up to my knees and started waiting in the 
pool. And I was pretty smart. I was only picking up the, the silver money, had my just pants just 
completely full of all kinds of money. My mom was so embarrassed and she had to come out of one of 
the stores stole Reese's Peanut butter cups, as you know, stole a watermelon. I broke my neighbor's 
window in the back of his car throwing rocks, denied it completely, just came, just said somebody else 
did it. And one of the worst things they ever did is I tied up one of my best friends. We were playing 
Army. I tied him up early in the morning and absolutely, completely forgot him. <Laugh>, true story. 
Absolutely, truly, completely forgot him. I mean, you know, <crosstalk> a sense of humor. 

(00:19:44): 

Yes, too, but I I, I mean, it was one of my best friends. But we, when we played Army, I mean, we played 
for games. I mean, we really did. So I tied him up to a tree and I must have tied him pretty good cuz I 
completely forgot him. And, and it was like the nightfall, you know, and his mama come knocking on my 
mom's door and says, Hey, have you seen Keith? You know, mom said, I ain't seen Keith since early this 
morning. And she said, maybe Branson seen him. So she came, knocked on my door, and she's sitting, 
and I said, what, what is it? And he said, have you seen Keith? Oh, no, <laugh>. So I had to get a great big 
flashlight, and I, and we had to go down, and I knew exactly where he was. So poor, poor kid. 

(00:20:27): 

He just, he was beyond hisself. But anyway, I got that done, you know, and fights at school. I mean, this, 
this is a whole nine yards. So my mom always used to tell everybody, you know, I know that Branson 
one day, I know Branson one day, his claim to fame one day is he's gonna have his picture in the post 
office. So I'm glad that didn't happen, and I'm glad God had his hand upon me. So to go from what I was 
to a pastor is really a pretty big deal. And I heard the words go to go to my room all the time. And you 
know, and I heard these say, this saying too, which I've never understood, it's gonna hurt me more than 
it's gonna hurt you. Yeah, right. You know, it always hurt me a lot more than it did them. 

(00:21:12): 

I know that. But I didn't like discipline. Some of you didn't like discipline. But, you know, I look back on 
all of it and I'm very, very thankful that I had the discipline. I'm very thankful that I had parents that, that 
cared for me. And they were probably not too happy that God gave them, <laugh> gave me to them 
sometimes, and I'm just kidding. But I'm very thankful for everything my mom and dad did for me. And 
when I look at the, the way things are today, especially in homes, you know, and kids not getting 
disciplined, and then, you know, just the kids running the house instead of the parents and, you know, 
and kids going and crying and all the time at Walmart and, and, you know, showing themselves and the 
mama giving them candy at the end, you know, <laugh>. I mean, it just, that didn't work in my house. 

(00:22:00): 

But, you know, I thought though, I very thankful, you know, for the way that my mom and daddy raised 
me, but you know, my mom, they, my mom and dad did that because they were trying to tell me that, 
you know, Branson, this is gonna be a real tough life. You know, that you're gonna live this world's hard, 
this world's difficult, and you're gonna have your share of disappointments in life. A lot of 'em, you're 
gonna have, have your share of heartaches and, you know, life is gonna constantly give you what we call 
gut shots. I mean things that are just gonna really just take the wind out of your sails. So I wanna talk to 
you a little bit tonight about, I want to give you three principles tonight from the Greatest Life coach 
that ever lived. And we probably already know who that is. 

(00:22:53): 

The greatest life coach that ever lived is, of course, Jesus. Amen. Amen. The greatest one Vicky and I 
were having supper the other night, and we were talking to one of the waitresses that we had, and yes, 
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this is so neat how, how God puts you together with waiters and waitresses. You know, this poor girl, we 
were celebrating our anniversary and this poor girl was, you know, there and we were talking to her and 
everything. And she said, well, you know, before you guys got here, she said, I looked at the flower 
arrangement that the florist came and put on the table. I had a florist to, you know, put a flower 
arrangement on the table for Vicky. And it, it said on there, you know, happy 44th. And this girl was 
probably what Vicky probably in her thirties or something like that. 

(00:23:41): 

And we had no idea. She said, I was just looking at this. And she said, I just wanted to meet the couple 
that was gonna sit at this table. And that was you and, and your wife. And she thought to herself, you 
know, all my relationships have gone south. In fact, we didn't know it, but her boyfriend had just 
dumped her. And so she, when she was telling us this, she absolutely just busted out crying right at our 
table. And she was the sweetest girl, you know, and she was hurting, she was hurting so much, you 
know, and we got a chance to be able to, to talk to her, you know. And I looked at her and I said, so you 
don't know me? I said, but if you were to look at me and listen to me talk to you a little bit, I said, what 
would you say that I, that I was, what was, what was my occupation? <Laugh>. 

(00:24:31): 

She looked at me and she says, I think you're a therapist. <Laugh> <laugh>. I said, well, I said, I kinda am. 
I said I'm kind of what I, I call a life coach, you know, and I've been a life coach. I said, but really, you 
know, I'm a pastor. I've been doing it 45 years and all. And she said, wow, I kind of figured like 
something like that, you know? And so Vicky and I were talking to her, ministering to her a little bit, and 
Vicky looked over and she took one of the roses that I had given her out of out of the Vegas. And she 
just gave it to the girl. And cuz we knew she wasn't gonna have any, any Valentine's Day or anything like 
that. And girls started crying again. So we had knock an op just a great opportunity to do that. 

(00:25:14): 

And then the young lady shared her cell phone number with Vicki and Vicky's gonna keep getting with 
her and, and trying to talk with her, you know, and we don't know. She probably doesn't know the Lord, 
but so we were getting ready to leave the restaurant and Vicky had the VAs of flowers and you and her 
been on the same page for so long. You know, when you're married to somebody, you can read their 
thoughts, you know, good or bad, right? You read their thoughts. But we usually are right on the right 
page. Hardly ever are we not on the right page. But she was walking out with those flowers and the girl 
was over there to the side putting everything in the, in the computer. And Vicky looked at me and I 
looked at her and she just looked at me and she says, is it all right? 

(00:26:00): 

And I said, yep, just fine. She went over there, gave that girl that whole thing of flowers, and the guy 
that was there next to her, he says, oh my goodness. He said, you have just made her whole entire night. 
And that girl just started squalling, you know, and me and Vicky walking out to the truck and she said, 
boy, I just love doing stuff like that. And I said, you know, I love doing stuff like that too. And it isn't that 
cool. And I told that girl, I said, isn't it cool to know that before the foundations of time, before time was 
ever around, God had us meet at this table, we could have had anybody. I didn't. I don't have a favorite 
waiter, a waitress at that place. I do now, but, you know, so, so God put that together. So he used Vicki 
and I that night to kind of be a life coach. 

(00:26:57): 

So I said all that to say this. I'm gonna give you three principles tonight from the Greatest Life coach of 
all. And it's three really exercises that we need to follow in our life. And if we follow these exercises in 
our life, our life is gonna be blessed. So follow along in your notes. First one, first exercise that he gives 
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us is, we must be confident in our coach. We've got to be confident in our coach. Look at Isaiah chapter 
41st part of verse number 31, but they, who now that's a big word right here, the next one, four letters. 
But it's huge for they who, what? Wait, we don't like that for, what was it talking about? For the Lord 
shall renew their strength. We're gonna come back to that in just a second. But if you go to a place, say 
you go to Planet Fitness or you go to Gold Gym, or if you go to Bally's and stuff, remember I went to I 
went to Bally's back over when it used to be over on Ulmerton Road back when I was trying to lose all of 
my weight. 

(00:28:06): 

And what I did was I wanted to, somebody giving me some money that loved me. And they said, you 
know, need to go and get you a personal trainer. You know, you need, they, they'll help you. So I was 
very thankful for that, that the Lord laid them my heart on their heart to do that. But before I went and 
got a personal trainer, I got on the internet and I found out who their, who their best personal trainer 
was. I looked at the reviews and everything. I did my research. And so what I did is I went in there and I 
asked for this particular young man, and he said, man, I'd be happy to help try to help you. But before 
he started to put my plan together, and they customize all the plans, of course, cuz everybody's 
different. They size you up, all right? 

(00:28:53): 

Now here's how they size you up. You've never been had a personal trainer. Here's how they do it. They 
look, first of all, they look and tell you to, to get on the scales. I mean, that's a terrible thing to do, isn't 
it? Just like when you go to the doctor, what's the first thing they do? Put you on the dumb scales. I 
think they ought to ban those things myself. But anyway, I was almost that, I was almost so big when I 
got on the scales that almost the scale said back to the personal trainer, one at a time, please. You 
know, I was almost that big. But anyway, they checked my weight, then they checked my heights, and 
then they did this thing that they put around my arms. And they said, this is a deal that ch checks the 
percentage of your fat. 

(00:29:38): 

Well, that thing wasn't quite big enough almost to, to go around where it needed to go. So they did that, 
and then they said, okay, we need to find out how much weight you can lift. I did pretty good at that. 
And then they say, well, we need to get on the treadmill. We're gonna time you how long you can run at 
different, you know, intervals. So did all that. So I said to him, I said, what are you doing through all this 
stuff? He says, well, I want to know your strengths and I want to know your weaknesses. And what I'm 
gonna do is I'm gonna tailor make a plan for you to be able to get from here to there. I'm gonna build 
you a plan of success, all right? I want you to be a success. So I'm gonna stay with you. 

(00:30:18): 

And I want you to know that if you follow what I'm gonna tell you, you are gonna meet your goals. And 
they say, what are your goals? I told 'em my goals. And they said, but you've gotta listen now. You've got 
to be confident in me, and you've got to follow the plan that I'm gonna put down for you. Because if you 
quit, if you don't follow the plan, don't expect to meet your goals. Don't expect to do anything that you 
want to do. So I found out right, right away that I have got to trust the coach that I had picked out. This 
guy had been certified. He had a long list of people that he had coached, that he was very successful. 
And then I had to follow that. The same goes with our spiritual coach. Jesus, we must follow his plans to 
be successful. 

(00:31:11): 

He has individual plans for all of us, doesn't he? We all are different. Everybody in here, we go to him 
and we say, okay, Lord, I have, I have this purpose that you've given me now I wanna be able to get 
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there, all right? I wanna be able to be a successful father, a successful mom, successful person, that 
what you've called me to do, I want to be able to, to do this to you, do this for. So the Lord says, fine, 
that's great because you know what? I know everything about you and I will customize a plan for you. 
Now, how does he do that? He does that through the Holy Spirit inside of us. We have the Holy Spirit 
inside of us. If we know him as Lord and Savior, when you and I receive Jesus, boom, the Holy Spirit 
comes to live in our life. 

(00:32:00): 

What is the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit reveals to us the truth of God's word. The Holy Spirit reveals to 
us when we get off course in our life and when we need to get back on course in our life. So the Holy 
Spirit is our life coach, okay? Inside of us. And he wants to give us success in life. But we've got to listen 
to Him, okay? We've gotta have confidence in him. And here's the thing, we Christians have confidence 
in somebody that's gonna take him to heaven. I don't talk to many Christian people that say, well, you 
know, I don't believe Jesus is not gonna take me to heaven. I know he is gonna take me to heaven. You 
have a hundred percent confidence with that. But here's where we air. We air when we don't have the 
same kind of confidence in the one to lead our life and to let him say the things and do the things in our 
life that he needs to do for us to be a success. 

(00:33:02): 

Listen, we've gotta give him control. We've gotta have confidence in Jesus. Not confidence in ourself, 
but confidence in him. Why? Because he knows the decisions that we ought to make in life, right? He 
knows everything that we ought to do in life. He says, if you will trust me, if you will have confidence in 
me as your life coach, as your savior, I am going to put together a plan of success. And as I've said many 
times, I think I even said it, Sunday, time that you and I have not blessed in our life has been a time that 
we have gone off course with the plan, the spiritual plan that our spiritual coach has had for us, right? 
That's right. Same thing with me going to ballet's. I'm paying this guy money to train me. It is my own 
fault if I don't get results, is it his fault? 

(00:34:01): 

No. If I don't show up, is it his fault or mine? It's mine. If I don't eat the way he told me to do, is it his 
fault or mine? If I'm not doing the things he's asked me to do, whose fault is it his or mine? No. He is 
only as good as me listening to him and doing what I'm supposed to do. Yes, got great reviews. Yes, he 
will give you results, but you've got to listen to him. Right? That's the way it is with Jesus. He says, here I 
am. Here's success. How bad do you want it? How bad do you want it? If you want success, you've got to 
follow the guidelines. And again, don't blame God when we don't get the results that we think we ought 
to get, because the Lord says, it's not my problem. You know, the Bible has been, and the promises of 
God's word, the principles of God's have been successful, completely successful with no failures since 
the beginning of time. 

(00:35:09): 

There's not another life coach. If somebody would say to you, okay, I am an absolutely perfect life coach. 
I could tell you everything in life that you need to do. And if you follow this prescription, you will never 
fail in life. You'll always be blessed. You'll always have divine favor. Would you not want a part of that? 
Yes. Yes, sure you would. But we have that at our disposal, but we don't listen. You know why? Because 
we're hardheaded. Just admit it. You're a hardheaded person. I've already told you how hardheaded I 
was when I was growing up. I'm still hardheaded <laugh>. Vicky has to get on me all the time because I, 
I'm tough. Okay? You're tough, alright? And God knows you and I are tough, but he says, listen, how 
hard are you? How, how you know long are you gonna keep beating your head against the wall? 

(00:36:08): 
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It's not gonna change until you let me change it. Right? And that means everything about our life. So 
exercise number one is to do exactly what it says. Isaiah 40 31 A. It says, but they who wait on the Lord 
shall, what does it say? Renew that word. Renew means exchange. All right. Think about that for a 
second. Those who wait on the Lord shall exchange their strength for mine. Think about that for a 
second. So what does that say? We need to exchange our weaknesses for his strength. That's what it's 
saying. We need to exchange our weaknesses for his strength. We know we're a weak in this area of our 
life. Does anybody in here have weaknesses? Sure you do. We've got a lot of weaknesses. Okay? 
Whatever your weaknesses are, whatever my weaknesses are, and I've got many, you've got many we 
have to every day know our weaknesses. 

(00:37:13): 

Know we're incapable of handling our weaknesses regardless of what they are. And we've got to 
exchange those weaknesses for his strength. Amen. I got on my knees the other day in my office and I 
shared with the Lord several weaknesses that I had he already knew. But I'm saying that to him because 
I want him to know that my weaknesses are ever before me. I know without him helping me, without 
these, with giving me strength in my weaknesses, I'm gonna fail. I'm gonna fall. I am incapable of 
handling my weaknesses. Listen, I have never once exchanged my weaknesses for his strength and failed 
never, ever. I'm batting thousand percent never struck out once. Every time my weaknesses have got, 
the best of me have been when I thought that I could handle it myself. And I did not exchange my 
weakness for his strength. The greatest thing you and I can do this evening is to first of all know what 
our weaknesses are. 

(00:38:22): 

And to every moment of every day, get rid of our stinking pride and give our weaknesses over to him. 
Exchange our weaknesses. And that's saying, listen, I need help. All right? I thought about myself today. I 
was growing up and I said, I love to lift weights. When I was in high school, I might not look a whole lot 
like it tonight, but I used to love to lift weights in high school. I was really good at it. You bringing me 
another microphone? Thank you. I'm cutting in and out night. What? Am I swiveling too much? Or 
what's going on up here? Turn that back. Doing what? Twist and shout. Twist and shout. That's what I'm 
doing. <Laugh>. 

(00:39:05): 

All right, we'll try that. Okay. So when I was, when I was in the high school, I was on the wrestling team, I 
was on the football team, I was on the track team. I throw the discus, I threw the shot put, I had to be 
pretty strong guy, okay? So I spent a lot of time in the weight room. My dad used to lift weights all the 
time at our house. So he built me a big old bench. And he had, I don't know how many hundreds and 
hundreds of pounds of, of weight in, in our house, man. My dad lifted a lot too. So me and my best 
friend, we'd always go over there. We'd lift weight and I can remember bench pressing, all right? Okay. 
Bench pressing. I was getting near 400 pounds and I was benching, all right? But at that particular time, I 
had a lot of pride. You know, cuz first thing, a lot of weight lifters do, okay? If you ever been to the gym, 
they'll lift all these weights, they'll put the weights down. First thing they do is look in the mirror. 
<Laugh>, 

(00:40:03): 

They do one of those. You know, I can't do that too much tonight. I'd brush my shirt out, but I, you 
know, expensive shirt. But anyway, so I was trying to go up and wait and I forget what I was trying to do, 
but I was trying to go pretty much past where I was, maybe 25 pounds more. And that's not very smart. 
You're supposed to go up at like five pound, 10 pounds intervals. So I was trying to go up and we always 
told each other, when we do that, you gotta have a spotter. All right? So he'd stand behind me and I 
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would do the bench press. Now, I'm not talking about an easy bench press on a machine. I'm talking 
about old-fashioned bench press with a bar weights. You actually bring it all the way down to your chest 
and actually press it all the way up. 

(00:40:53): 

That's a real bench press. All right? It's not like some of the kids do today. So I remember I brought that 
stuff, brought it all the way down to my chest, all right? Cause I was a big guy, I could do this, right? No, I 
got it up a little bit. And I was in trouble. I was in trouble because you let that thing go. I mean, it's gonna 
crush you, especially that kind of weight. So I, first thing I did was I, I yelled to my friend, help me, help 
me. So that's what a spotter's for. So he reached down one hand over here, one hand over here, and he 
helped me bring that bar up and cradle the bar back onto the bench press. Well, first thing I had to do 
though, was I had to ask for help. He would not have helped me if I hadn't asked for help. 

(00:41:39): 

You said, where are you going with this? I exchanged my weakness for his strength. You got that? Yeah. 
So the bench press of life, what are you and I trying to bench? What are we trying to bench press? Your 
bench press is equal to your weaknesses. So a lot of times we keep trying to get the bar up and we know 
good and well, we can't handle it. But our pride will not allow us to say, I need help. It's the first thing 
that we ought to do, is to say that we need help. So, and if we do, he'll get us through, and I've gotta 
move along. All right, number two, second exercise. We must be patient with our coach. That verse that 
we read says, we need to wait for the Lord. We need to wait for the Lord. So we need to understand, 
and this is a hard lesson for us to understand, is that we want results now, don't we? 

(00:42:41): 

We want results. Now from we pray to God, we want results right now. I mean, why did, why did we go 
against God? Because he didn't answer us in 15 minutes. You know, we are very impatient people. You 
know, I throw myself in that lump, all right? Very impatient. I tell people all the time, I have two speeds 
in my life, only two. I'm either full bore or I'm off. That's it. This pasture does not idle Well, I do not idle. 
Well, Vic, you'll tell you, when I'm in the mountains on vacation, I don't sit. I gotta have something to do. 
I, I mean, I'm walking around, I'm finding something to do. I'm hammering something here, I'm doing 
something. That's where I can hammer up there a little bit, because nobody knows who I am. So I can 
take 10 times to get it straight, but that's okay. 

(00:43:31): 

I'm doing something, going, talking to somebody, going to antique stores, eating. I'm doing what? I'm 
doing something. She's, and Vicky says, why don't you rest? She's don't say that to me anymore because 
she's wasting her breath, her breath. I don't, I don't ile. Well, I, I just don't do it. That's good and bad 
because the Lord says to me lots of times, you need to idle. And what that means is he's not telling me 
to be lazy. He's telling me to wait. He's telling me to wait. And I'm learning that, okay, I really am 
learning that. But I've learned through a lot of hard things that have happened in my life, I've run ahead 
of God. Have you ever run ahead of God? And I try really hard. I tell God, especially here as, as pastor of 
this church, and when I'm doing something for the church, I said, Lord, help me to, to wait on you and 
help me not to jump ahead of you. 

(00:44:28): 

Try very, very hard to do that. And I, I am not like I used to be. I used to be a lot more of a knee jerk 
reaction person. I'm not that anymore because I've learned, especially when it comes to things in the 
church and spiritual things that you've got to be very, very careful with all of that. But Vicky stops me a 
lot of times and she said, honey I think we need to wait on that. Well, no, I think we need to do it. Well, 
you know, she's right 99% of the time. All right? Because she knows that's one of one of my weaknesses. 
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All right? So we all want to fix it now. We all, we don't want to wait, but the Lord says that you need to 
wait for me. You need to wait for me to help you lift the bar, okay? 

(00:45:15): 

Don't do it on your own, because if you do, you're gonna fail. You need to wait for me. All right? Then 
there's another verse here. Look at proverbs, and I'm skipping around a little bit here. Robinson, just 
bear with me. I'm going down to Proverbs chapter eight, verse 34. Let's look at that. It says, blessed is 
the one who, what listens, <laugh>, my big word, listens to me watching daily at my gates, waiting 
beside my doors. So we must be patient. We mu and listening is a part of all of that. When we don't stop 
and wait, when we don't wait on help, we get ourselves in a mess, don't we? Yeah, sure we do. It's like, 
you know, being over you, your cars in, in a bunch of mud and you've called aaa and you get impatient 
with them because they're not there in 15 minutes. 

(00:46:13): 

And you pay 'em a hundred dollars a year to do, to be there, Johnny, on the spot. And what you do is 
you get mad, you get back in your car, turn your car on, you start getting your car deeper and deeper 
and deeper in the middle. Why? Because you're frustrated. Why? Because you don't like to wait. And 
the Lord says, wait a minute, you need to wait. You just called aaa. Now it's gonna be even more. It's 
gonna be even worse. And you keep doing it anyway. Why? Because you don't like to wait. When we 
don't wait, we stray from the plan that the life coach gives us. All right? We don't like to wait. And that's 
the first thing that a personal coach will tell you. These results are not gonna come overnight. You have 
got to stay to the plan. And false. That's the same way it is with our lives. I remember when I was in 
Bible college, I wanted to get outta Bible college so quick. You know, that, that time they offered a two 
year degree and a four year degree. And I wanted to get out after two years cuz I thought the Lord was 
gonna come back and everybody was gonna go to hell. Unless I got out there and did something about 
it. <Laugh> <laugh>. 

(00:47:26): 

I wasn't waiting. I wanted to get out. And then somebody says to me, you know, you are running ahead 
of God. I think that God, you know, if God comes before you graduate, that'll be fine because they, you 
know, they God will understand. All right, <laugh>, he'll understand. And so I went the extra four and I'm 
glad that I did that. But anyway, I had to stop. I had to let him take control. Or I was about ready to make 
a big mistake in my life. I tell our staff all the time, and I'll say this to you, that Satan is really, really good 
about planning landmines in our life. Landmines. Have you ever watched a war movie? And one of the 
ones that, I was trying to think of the one that this was on, I think it was on Kelly's Heroes years ago. 

(00:48:17): 

But anyway, they came up on this minefield at the Germans had put down, and the first person or 
whoever it was, they tried to run through the minefield and of course, boom, they got blown up, they 
got killed. So what the rest of the soldiers did, they stopped and they, they got on their bellies and they 
started crawling. They started crawling through this minefield. And they were using their bayonets and 
their knives to be able to just go down a little bit. And, and maybe if they hit something lightly, they 
knew it was a landmine. So what they had to do is they had to stop and they had to go very, very slowly 
or they were gonna be in a mess. I say this to, I say this to Brian, I say this to Anthony, I say this to 
everybody here tonight and our rest of our staff. 

(00:49:06): 

And that's this, that Satan puts landmines out there. And if we don't pray, and if we don't allow him to 
show us the landmines folks, we are going to get ourselves in a mess. And sometimes those landmines 
are so, so just com camouflaged. And even to the point of thinking, you know what? I can say this and it 
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won't hurt me. And that's the worst thing that you need to do, is to say something to that person at that 
particular time. But the devil is so good about camouflaging those things and trying to tell us, oh, that's 
not gonna hurt anything. Just do that. You know, I'm thinking about decisions that we make sometimes 
here at the church. You know, say, alright, just give you a for instance. But this hasn't happened. But it 
could say, somebody really gets outta line around here, okay? I've had come to Jesus meetings in my 
office, okay? 

(00:50:04): 

I call 'em come to Jesus meetings, <laugh>. I'm not really Jesus, but they, they come into my office and I 
try to tell 'em how to get their lives back together where they need to go. Either they gonna go get the, 
their selves right, or they gonna hit the highway jack and not come back because they're causing 
problems around here. So I, I haven't had one of those in a long time, thank the Lord for that. Most of 
'em have already hit the road, as Lindon knows a lot, 'em, that have hit the road down through the 
years. But anyway, we've had, we had a backdoor revival for about the first six or eight months I was 
here. It was a wonderful time. But anyway, anyhow, I'm trying to figure out where I'm at this. But 
anyway, they come, they come in the office, they listen to things, they talk to me, and sometimes I want 
to say something, okay? 

(00:50:49): 

Or they're not in the office or somewhere. They're out here. And I need to say something to that person. 
I've learned something very important. And that is to pray about what I say. And sometimes it takes me 
waiting a while for the Lord to give me a plan, to give me the words to be able to do it. I could 
remember, I don't know how many years back this was probably six or eight years. I needed something 
to happen in this church. And I needed to happen really badly. I circled this worship center and I prayed 
for this person by name. I prayed that the Lord would do some work in this person before I had to do 
what I had to do. You know what God did? The very day, the very day that I told God I was gonna say 
something to this person, this person came to me and they said something to me. 

(00:51:49): 

I can't tell you what they said, but anyway, way they left the church. And my problem and our problem 
at the church at that time was solved. Why? Because God had worked it out. Had I said something, 
which I really wanted to say, and I really wanted to say it, it would've done not only damage with that 
person, but it would've been collateral damage all the way around. It'd made me feel good, all right? But 
it wouldn't have been God's will. So I've learned that, that, I mean, I'm just using that as the illustration, 
but there's all kinds of landmines, folks, and we gotta be careful because sometimes we can think those 
things are right, but again, we've gotta be in tune with God all the time, 24 7. We can say something 
wrong to our wife or to our husband or to our kids. We can make a wrong business decision. 

(00:52:47): 

I mean, it's all kinds of things I'm talking about that we could do wrong. And we as, as, as a church, 
we've gotta be very careful cuz Satan hates what we're doing here. He hates our guts. And you think he 
isn't set landmines for me and the rest of our staff and our church and for you, those of you that are 
serving in our church and being a force in our church, yes, he's doing it all right? So we've gotta be very, 
very careful with that. Alright? Look at Isaiah. I'm going back. Robin one Isaiah chapter 40, verse 31. 
Again, a but again, wait on the Lord for you shall renew your strengths. What we're talking about, we're 
talking about being obedient to our coach and waiting even when all hell is breaking loose in our life. We 
need to wait. We need to wait for the Lord to give us everything that he needs to give us the plan for 
things to happen in our life. 

(00:53:47): 
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Don't start pushing buttons, folks. You know, I was looking at this, that, you know, an eagle, from what 
they say, I don't know a whole lot about eagles, but a eagle they say is one of the only birds. One of the 
only birds that flies into a storm. All the rest of the birds, they don't fly into the storms. The eagle flies 
into the storms. And the reason that he flies into the storm, he or she flies into the storms is because 
they know that the draft of that storm, whatever it is, is gonna always push them above the storm. God 
says, listen, here's what you need to understand. There's gonna be storms coming. And when those 
storms come, I'm gonna give you everything you need to be able to rise above those storms. And you 
know, we don't need to retreat. We don't need to retreat. 

(00:54:47): 

When Satan comes against us, we need to attack. We need to attack. You know, I love that movie. What 
was it? Movie Brian's not in here to help me. That movie, that movie, the Patriot with Mel Gibson. It's a 
movie about his war, revolutionary War. And they were fighting and Mel Gibson and, and his group, you 
know, they were on the right side. He was always on the right side usually. And there are other people, 
you know. And so they were fighting. Well, they started to lose. They started to lose. And it was a key 
point. Key point in the battle. Somebody had just gotten killed, the American flag went on the ground. 
Mel Gibson grabs his flag and he starts waving the flag and every starts yelling and screaming. And he is 
like, what have we come here for? Who are we? 

(00:55:45): 

Why are we leaving? Come on, let's go, come on. He, he was rallying the troops. And what he wanted 
him to do is he wanted him to charge, to rally and to charge because they had all gotten scared. You 
know, that all these people are gonna take care. So he led the charge. I always have loved that about 
that movie because I thought to myself, you know, that's how we need to be. Satan comes and he brings 
fear to us. Satan comes and he brings Jerichos our way or insurmountable, we think insurmountable 
obstacles and issues and things in our life. And it could come in a lot of ways, folks, a lot of ways. Marital 
issues. Oh, I can never do that. Kids issues. Oh, I'll never be successful business issues. I can never do 
this. I can never do this. I can never do this. 

(00:56:30): 

We need to grab the flag, the braner of Jesus, and we need to crash right into those, into those things 
that Satan says we can't crash into that will never, ever succeed. Because with Jesus, we will always 
succeed. Amen. Amen. Amen. Just like that eagle fly into the storm, not because of who you are, but 
because of who you are with him, right? Fly into the storm. Boy, if you get, you know, if we get a hold of 
that, what that'll change our life. But that's what a life coach will do. He will get you to the point, you 
know, of saying you can be confident not in yourself, but you can be confident in the one that has 
trained you for the moment. Amen. Amen. You can be confident. Like if you go to Bally's and this guy 
has, or gal has trained you all these months, and now they say to you, okay, let's do a review of where's 
where you were and here's where you are now. 

(00:57:40): 

You know what, if you've done what they've told you to do, if you followed their plan, when that day 
comes, you are confident, you're confident. It's like me. The last blood, blood draw they did for me. All 
right? The last blood draw they did, they were checking my a1c. Those of you that are diabetics know 
what an A A1C is. It's a 90 day reading of your blood. And usually, sometimes I have been in the twelves, 
I've been in the thirteens, I've been in the high elevens, but the last three times, if they've taken my 
blood, I've tried to do what I needed to do, okay? Regulate medicine and stuff like that. And the last 
time they took my blood before they took it, the woman says to me, she says, what do you think? And I 
said, I think it's gonna be perfect. I was confident. 
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(00:58:40): 

I was confident because for one thing, I'm wearing a new patch now that I can put my phone on there 
and I can tell what my sugar is 24 7 every time. And when I get outta range, that little patch there, beep, 
beep, beep, beep, beep, beep, beep, beep, beep. Usually when I'm eating a crispy cream donut, 
<laugh>, but I silence it then. No, I'm just kidding. But I, I was confident because I could look on the 
phone and I knew what my sugar had been for the last 90 days, but the blood came back. It was exactly 
what I thought it was gonna be. It was absolutely perfect range. The last three times, it's been perfect in 
range. Why? Because I've listened. I've done what I should do. So I was confident. It's the same way it is 
with us in Jesus. When I'm walking with Jesus, when my prayer life is right, when my Bible study is right, 
when I'm right with everybody the way ought to be, and I'm following his plan, you know what? 

(00:59:47): 

Things come my way. I'm the most confident pastor on the planet. I am. Don't bother me. Bring it on. 
Let's go, let's rumble. You know why? Cuz I tell you what, when you're right with Jesus, it doesn't make 
any difference. What comes your way. You're confident. The times I haven't been confident are the 
times that I have not been walking right with him. Something is wrong in my life. I can't blame it on him 
because he's given me the plan. You can't blame it on a coach. Shit. Jim, they've given you the plan. No. 
If you're not confident, it's not because of them, it's because of you. Look at a couple other verses here, 
and we're closing Isaiah chapter 40, last part of verse number 31. If we're confident we're gonna mount 
up with wings like eagles, we're not gonna let the storm scare us. 

(01:00:45): 

Now we're gonna be confident because we're so full of Jesus, we can't lose. Amen. You ever been so full 
of Jesus like that? As my friends say, you're so full of Jesus that you can charge hell with a water pistol. 
You ever been like that? Man, I'll tell you, it don't get no better than that. It don't get no better than 
that. But he says, you know, you're not gonna go away from the storm, you're gonna fly right into it. Not 
in your strength, but in his. And the last verse I'll give you is the last part of that verse, which is so cool. I 
love his verse. They shall walk and not faint. In other words, you're gonna say, you know what, Jesus, 
listen, I know that you and me, I know we got this. I know we got this. We're gonna have a confidence of 
a David walking out onto the valley and whatever our giant is, we're gonna say, Jesus, I just want you to 
know we got this, you know, closure with this. 

(01:01:46): 

It's not that I'm some super spiritual guy, I'm just an average guy. But I'll tell you this, one of the things 
that God has given this pastor, and I'm not bragging when I say it, but one of the things that God has 
given this pastor, one of the gifts I think he's given to me is to be able to be a man of faith. And I say that 
very humbly, but I've always felt like I am a man of faith. I, I'd say that because the strongest part of this 
pastor's life, okay, is not necessarily in books. My strength as a pastor has always been in prayer. I love 
prayer. I do. I just absolutely love prayer. I pray a lot, a lot. And it's always been one of my strengths. 
And God has always shown me through prayer that I can have faith, strong, strong faith. The Lord put 
the burden on my heart about the new building back here. 

(01:02:59): 

I had to ask him a couple of times if I was getting the right frequency, <laugh>, I'll be honest with you. 
And every time he came back and said, yep, it's gonna happen. Another thing I've adopted a long time 
ago is what that verse says. It says, faith is a substance of things. You know how that verse goes. So I'm 
saying to myself, okay, Lord, every morning when I come in now, every morning, and I'll look over here, I 
said, Lord, you know that building sure looks nice. I love that building. I really do. Hey, Brian, you like the 
colors? That's pretty cool on. And do you ever think we'd have something like that back here? Look at all 
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those kids. Look at all those parents. Look at all those cars, look at all that. And I know if somebody was 
standing around me, they would say, we need to commit this guy. 

(01:04:05): 

But, you know, I think that's how God wants us to look at life, to just know that hey, if it's his will, it's 
already done. If we had to connect the dots to that building, we'd never connect them. No way. Guy this 
week that's handling the Florida Baptist is handling the financials and stuff for this building. I was on the 
phone with him yesterday and he was just down here couple weekends ago. And he said, pastor said, I 
say this to you. He said, I really, really enjoyed being down there with some of your leadership. I really 
enjoyed that. And he says, you just don't know how many churches I'm talking to these days that are 
just in serious, serious trouble. Now we're holding the loans on these churches and this is going on and 
this is going on. And it's not just, sometimes it's not just money issues. 

(01:05:08): 

Sometimes it's pastors that have just left churches. And I knew a one just the other day that somebody, 
a pastor and our just left the church in the middle of the night, left, didn't say a word, just congregation 
just left because there was an issue. Left average tenure of a pastor is 18 months. 18 months. Can't do 
anything in 18 months. But he says, I came home and I told my wife, he said, man, I enjoyed that more 
than they did because he said, I just needed to know that our God was not dead. Amen. Wow. Wow. 
And I sat there and I says, Kurt, it's not me. He said, I know it's not. I said, it's not my staff. I know it's 
not. It's God. And no, our God is not dead. Amen. The only thing that's dead is our faith. He's still the 
same. Amen. Amen. Put me in a loony tune, Ben, if you want to, but I'll tell you this, I'm a shop from the 
rafters. My God is still God. I don't care what anybody's gonna say, and God's gonna do something so 
wonderful and that back 40 back there, that there'll be no explanation for it whatsoever except God 
built that building. Amen. 

(01:06:54): 

When we follow the coach's plan, it'll happen. Amen. Amen. All right. Pray has been a blessing to you 
tonight, our Father, thank you Lord for this time as you've given us, Lord, just to talk about some 
principles in your word. And Lord, pray that the message has been an encouragement to all of us 
tonight. Just some simple principles, Lord, that we always need to keep at the very forefront of our life, 
Lord, to keep us successful with you. Thank you again for all you're doing in this church, Lord, just 
continue to bless and to bless the folks that are here. Lord Jesus, we've got our wonderful group of 
people here. Just continue to bless and use us, Lord, for your glory. Amen. Folks, love you. Let me just 
say this to you real quick. We can go here this Sunday. We're starting a brand new thing with our heart 
of the point ministry, something the Lord's laid on our heart. 

(01:07:44): 

We are gonna now start accepting close from our congregation or anybody else that you know of that's, 
that has clothes that they would like to donate to the church. Now, here's what you really need to hear. 
Do not bring clothes to this church that are torn, that are dirty. Something that you would not put on 
your body. You are bringing your clothes not to this church. You're bringing him to Jesus. You're bringing 
to people that he dearly loves. So do not bring something that is unworthy to give to Jesus. Amen. 
Amen. Amen. All right. But starting Sunday or you start tomorrow, if you come tomorrow, Bible say, 
bring clothes. Am I forgetting something? Yep. 

(01:08:41): 

Yeah. No bathing suits. No underwear. You keep that yourself. All right. And no, no personal items 
instead. No, don't bring 'em. And it doesn't matter. Give 'em to somebody else. We're not gonna get 
into honor garments, okay? We're not getting into shoes and all that stuff. Okay? Just bring clothes, all 
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right? Bring pants, things, pants, blouses, things like that. Okay? And what we're gonna do is we've 
ordered our deacons, some of four of our deacons have bought clothes racks. So we're gonna have four 
or five clothes racks out for the next tar of the point. And we're going to have 'em all divided up into, in 
sizes for kids and adults or whatever, and they can just go and we'll have shopping bags for 'em, and 
they can go and they can help theirself with some clothes that people desperately, desperately need. So 
again, just follow that little simple rule. No undergarments, no bras, no shoes, no things on bathing suits 
and stuff like that. Keep your bikinis at home, all right? Yeah. Buttons and zippers and cleaning and all 
that stuff. Yeah. Right? So just do that. Yes, men and white. Ladies and children and children's close. 
Okay? All right. Great thing. God's laid on our heart, so we'll be able to do that. God bless you. We'll see 
you. 

 


