
Copyright © 2023 The Foundry Publishing®. Permission to reproduce for ministry use only. All rights reserved.

F A M I L Y  C O N V E R S A T I O N  #  5

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  I N  L E N T

To prepare for your family conversation, you will need to engage with the devotional reflection from 
the fourth Sunday in Lent (pp. 83–85 in Water for the Way).

S T O R Y
Share about a time when you disagreed with someone because of their theological beliefs. What 
was the belief? How did you differ? As you look back, would you enter that disagreement the same 
way? Or would you change how you disagreed?  
 

S C R I P T U R E
Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a per-
son born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were 
born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
—John 9:28–34 (NRSVUE)

R E F L E C T  A N D  D I S C U S S
What stood out to you from the devotional reflection for the fourth Sunday in Lent, or from the 
Scripture reading?

As a family, talk about the following quote from Water for the Way (page 84): “Laws in and of them-
selves fail all the time, but love never fails. When we completely understand that keeping the law is 
truly about others and maintaining safe boundaries for others to flourish, then the law is effective 
as an expression of love.”



Copyright © 2023 The Foundry Publishing®. Permission to reproduce for ministry use only. All rights reserved.

Why are religious beliefs important? What are examples of essential Christian beliefs? Why are 
they essential? What are some examples of non-essential Christian beliefs?

What are some ways to show love amid disagreements? 

F A S T
Often, when we engage in debates, we speak before we listen. And while the other person is 
talking, we think about how we will respond rather than what they are saying. In conversations, 
spend time listening to the other person. Rather than dominating the conversation, allow the other 
person to lead.  
 

F E A S T
On Sunday, as a family or small group, play a game together in which you debate different topics 
such as iPhone vs. Android, TikTok vs. Instagram, Reese’s Shapes vs. Reese’s Cups, or other topics. 
As you discuss, practice listening to one another. And of course, make sure there is food there too.  
 

P R A Y E R
As you end your conversation, talk about ways to better listen as a family. After you have done that, 
end your time by saying this prayer, adapted from page 85 of Water for the Way, together:  Lord 
Jesus, in whom all truth is found. We ask that you give us the patience needed to listen and honor the 
image of God in others when they think differently. Through the power of your Spirit, grant us humil-
ity to see that we don’t have it all figured out and that we need one another. May our conversations 
bring God the Father glory. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.


