
   And it was so. 
 
  And the earth brought forth vegetation,  
   plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and 
   trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. 
 
  And God… 
 
   …saw that it was GOOD. 
 
  And there was evening and there was morning, the THIRD DAY.” 
 
 
 
Why did Moses include what He did in Genesis 1 and not a summary statement 
like we see elsewhere, e.g. Acts 4:24 and Acts 14:15? 
 
- In Genesis 1, we see what sort of God created all things. 
- In Genesis 1, we see what sort of work He enacted to create all things. 
- In Genesis 1, we see what sort of creation it is that He has created. 
 
Or, to put it another way, what would we be missing if we didn’t have Genesis 1? 
 
- The role, function, and relationship of the six creative days 
- The sequence, progress, and order of the six creative days 
- The initiation, activity, and development by God, as Creator 
- The design, order, and word of God, as Creator 
 
 
What can we conclude about the meaning and purpose of Genesis 1? 
 
- All things that are, have been created by God. 
 
- Everything that is, is distinct from God, and also distinct from each other. 
 
- God is the One and Only Creator—He doesn’t need to prove Himself, He is 
completely Sovereign, He knows what He is doing, all that He does (including, the 
order, distinction, and function of all things) is good, He doesn’t need His creation, 
His creation is most definitely dependent on Him, He is the determiner of all things. 

 
- God’s creative work (including its form [identity] and function) serves as the 
foundation for properly understanding our identity and function as creatures made 
in His image.   
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       Genesis 1:1-13 
   
Introduction 
 
 A Few Reminders in Approaching Genesis 1 
 
 - We are told some things, but aren’t told everything. 
 

  -- We are told what took place (i.e. the creation of “the heavens and the earth”). 
  -- We are told when it took place (i.e. “In the beginning”). 
  -- We are told by whom it all took place (i.e. “God”). 
  

  -- We aren’t told (at least not yet) how it all took place. 
  -- We aren’t told (at least not yet) why it all took place. 
  -- We aren’t told (at least not yet) how we can know for sure it all took place. 
 

 - What we are told is true (or accurate). 
 - What we are told is often phenomenal (or as it appears). 
 - What we are told is at times sparse (or even, enigmatic). 
  
   
Creation—Days 1-3 Genesis 1:1-13 
 
 1:1 “In the beginning, God created (bara) the heavens and the earth.” 
   
  What is going on in v. 1? 
 
   Absolute creation (bringing into existence) 
 
   The first creative act (not a summary) 
 
   Out of nothing (ex nihilo), cf. Hebrews 11:3 
 
    ESV Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 

of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
    
   By His word (fiat), cf. Psalm 33:6 
 
    ESV Psalm 33:6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath 

of his mouth all their host. 

 
 
 1:2 “The earth was without form and void…” 
 
  What is going on in v. 2? 
 
   The focus is earth 
 
   Formless and void (or empty) is its initial state 
 



   It is formless and void “deep” “waters,” cf. 2 Peter 3:5 
 
    ESV 2 Peter 3:5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long 

ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 
and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. 

 
   The Spirit of God was “hovering” over it 
    
 
 (PAUSE) The “Days” of creation are recounted with great literary artistry… 
 

 - Each day begins with, “And God said…” 
 - His decree (“Let…”) heads off each day 
 -  Each day’s elements are “called” into being by God 
 -  Each day’s events are ordered by God, start to finish—He initiates, He brings to 

pass, He identifies, He names, He establishes, He mobilizes, He evaluates 
 -  Each day responds to God’s creative work (“And it was so…”) 
 -  God’s evaluation of each day’s creative work is “good” 
 - Each day concludes with a very specific sequential formula (“And there was 

evening and there was morning, the ____ day”) 
 
 
 1:3-5 | Day One 
 
  “And God said… 
 
   ‘Let there be LIGHT.’ 
    
   And there was light.  
 
  And God… 
 
   …saw that the light was GOOD, and 
    
   …separated the light from the DARKNESS. 
 
  And God… 
 
   …called the light DAY (yom), and  
    
   …called the darkness NIGHT. 
 
  And there was evening and there was morning, the FIRST DAY (yom).” 
 
  Note | How should we understand the use of “day” (yom)? 
 

  -  “Day” is used differently in ch. 1—to refer to the “light” portion of a day, and to 
refer to the combination of “evening” and “morning” 

  -  The days of creation are “evening” and “morning” sets, and there are six (or 
seven) sets of evenings and mornings total 

  -  The seven days of the creation are intentionally established by God as a 
pattern for man 

 1:6-8 | Day Two 
 
  “And God said… 
 
   ‘Let there be an EXPANSE in the midst of the waters, 
   and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ 
 
  And God… 
 
   …made (asah) the expanse, and 
   
   …separated  the waters that were under the expanse from 
         the waters that were above the expanse. 
 
   And it was so. 
 
  And God… 
 
   …called the expanse HEAVEN (shamayim). 
 
   Note | Like yom (“day”), shamayim (“heavens”) is intentionally used differently 

in ch. 1—to refer, in distinction from the “earth,” to what we might call space 
(1:1); to refer, in distinction from waters “above” and “below” on the earth, to 
what we might call sky (1:8)  

 
  And there was evening and there was morning, the SECOND DAY.” 
 
 
 1:9-13 | Day Three 
 
  “And God said… 
 
   ‘Let the waters under the heavens be GATHERED together in one place, 
   and let the DRY LAND appear.’ 
 
   And it was so. 
 
  And God… 
 
   …called the dry land EARTH (erets), and 
   …called the waters that were gathered together SEAS. 
 
  And God… 
 
   …saw that is was GOOD. 
 
  And God said… 
 
   ‘Let the earth SPROUT VEGETATION, 
    plants yielding seed, and 
    fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 
   each according to its KIND, on the earth.’ 


