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Sermon: Rebuilding The Work: The Call To Rebuild (The Plan) 

Lesson Text   
Ezra 1:1–3 (KJV)1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by 
the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 2 

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Who 
is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in 
Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah 29:10–11 (KJV)10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished 
at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

Introduction 
Again, our theme for 2023 is “Rebuild, Revive, and Restore.”  
We started the New Year with “Revive” and studied the Revival of The Valley, The Dry Bones, 
The Four Winds, The Dead Places, The Unity, The King, Holiness, and finally The Army. 
Today we want to kick off a new series, looking at “Rebuild.”  
Whenever something is torn down, it’s usually done with a promise to rebuild something in its 
place; with the assumption that something will be rebuilt in its place that represents progress, 
and is bigger, better, or greater than its predecessor.  
We tear down old bridges to build new ones, old houses to build new houses, old office 
buildings to build new and more efficient ones.  
Ecclesiastes 3:1–3 (KJV)1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven: 2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted; 3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build 
up; 
Although we don’t like it, there is not only a season for things to be torn down, but also a 
purpose for them.  But we can also be assured that there is also a season in which that which 
was torn down will be rebuilt.  And that God already has a plan for its construction.  
Jeremiah 29: 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 
And we can also rejoice in the fact that what is coming will be greater than what was lost.  
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Haggai 2:9 (KJV)9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the 
LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts. 
In 2023 God wants us to know that regardless of what’s been torn down in our life, regardless 
of how long ago it was torn down, and regardless of how devastating the tear down was; he 
always had a plan to not only rebuild it, but to rebuild it bigger, better, and with more glory!   

Series and Sermon: Rebuilding The Work: The Call To Rebuild (The Plan) 
“The Call of the Promise, The Call of the Enemy, and the Call of the People” 

I. The Call of the Promise 
Ezra 1: 1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth 
of Jeremiah might be fulfilled,  
The fulfillment of every promise must be accompanied with a plan, otherwise it’s just a wish. 
Jeremiah 29: 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.  
But a lot of people become upset and even angry with God, not because God doesn’t fulfill His 
promises, but because he’s not a genie in the bottle fulfilling their three wishes.  
A lot of Christians live a life of wishes, and then give up on God because he doesn’t grant them.  
And I understand why.  We’ve been taught “name it, claim it;” “if we have enough faith,” 
“command God to do it.”   
Wishes are just man’s wishful thinking, but promises are God’s Plan.  
But if it wasn’t originally a promise of God, then it’s just a wish of Man.  And most times, the 
promises of God and the wishes of man do not converge or align themselves.  
Jeremiah 29: 8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and 
your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye 
cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, 
saith the LORD. 10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this 
place. 
James teaches us that what separates our wishes from God’s promises is our lusts.  
James 4: 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
The prophet Isaiah teaches us that what separates them is heaven itself.  
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Isaiah 55: 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
Which is why we must set our affections of things above and not on things of this earth. 
Because when we do, the promises of God will come to pass.  
2 Corinthians 1: 20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 
of God by us. 
Which is why Jesus taught us to pray not for the wishes of man, but the promises of God.  
Matthew 6: 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

II. The Call of the Enemy    
Ezra 1: 1 … the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 
The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me 
to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  
Now here’s what's so profound about God's promise to rebuild, he will make our enemy a part 
of the plan.  
Psalm 110: 1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in 
the midst of thine enemies. 

• When it looks like you’re not making progress, sit at my right hand (The place of honor). 
• Don’t worry about it, just wait until I humble your enemies.  
• And I will extend your power to even rule your enemies.  

The very enemy that was used to tear down is now being used to cause the rebuild.  
Ezra 1: 1 … the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom… 
When it comes to the promises of God, sometimes we have to stop trying to fight the enemy, 
and just let God use the enemy.  
Proverbs 21: 1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it 
whithersoever he will. 
Proverbs 13: 22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children: and the wealth of 
the sinner is laid up for the just. 
Genesis 50: 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring 
to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 
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Many times we get stressed out about what the enemy is doing, how the world is coming 
against us, the fact that there is so much evil in the world.  But I think that the world needs to 
start worrying about us and start stressing out about our God.  
Psalm 37: 1 Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of 
iniquity. 2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. 3 Trust in 
the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 4 Delight 
thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5 Commit thy way 
unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 6 And he shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. 

III. The Call of the People   
Ezra 1: 3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) 
which is in Jerusalem. 

• Rebuilding is not a wish, it is a promise with a plan. 
• God’s plan uses the very enemy who tore it down, to be the instrument to build it. 
• God calls ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  

1 Corinthians 1: 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. 
Matthew 20: 16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 
2 Chronicles 7: 14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
To Rebuild, God Calls Ordinary People to Go Up: Go Up from captivity, Go Up from poverty, 
Go Up from despair, Go Up from struggle, Go Up from suffering. 
Next, God Calls Ordinary People to Get To Judah: Get To Praise, Get To Thanksgiving, Get To 
Singing Again, Get to Dancing Again. 
Finally, God Calls Ordinary People to Rebuild his House: Matthew 21:13 (KJV)13 And said 
unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den 
of thieves. 

• Rebuild the House of Prayer, Rebuild the House of Worship, Rebuild the House of 
Fellowship, Rebuild the House of Healing and Deliverance.   
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Midweek Study Lesson Plan (Sermon: The Call To Rebuild (The Plan)) 
Lesson Text  

● Ezra 1:1–3, Jeremiah 29:10–11 
Sermon Outline (Notes) 

I. The Call of the Promise      
 
II. The Call of the Enemy 

 
III. The Call of the People  

 
Questions (What was your takeaway from Sunday’s Sermon?) 

I. Getting to Know “Me” 
1. What is the biggest way you/ve changed since you were a child?  In what way are you still the same? 

 
2. What is the most thoughtful thing someone has done for you?  

 
II. Into the Bible 

1. In Jeremiah 29:10, the LORD says that after 70 years He will “visit” them [His people] in Babylon. 
What does the LORD mean when He says He will visit them? Does the LORD visit His people today?  

 
2. Why did the LORD stir up the spirit of king Cyrus? Does the LORD stir up our enemies in the 

New Covenant or is Satan responsible for our enemies behavior?  
 

III. Life Application 
1. Identify one promise in the Bible that God has made to His people and describe the plan that 

accompanies it. 
 

2. What practical steps do you take when you need to rebuild an area in your life? 


