
February 19, 2023          –          “Undeterred”          –          Acts 5:1-42 

 
Do you easily get “deterred”?  Or are you “undeterred”?  In other words, do you keep persevering in a 
direction despite setbacks and challenges that come your way?  Sometimes the wheels come off an 
organization or a team from within.  And other times, the challenges come from without.  In our journey 
through we will discover the Church always faces the potential of internal and external challenges. 
 

Proposition 

 
We are indebted to Dr. Luke who is candid in his recording of the early Church.  He is also focused on 
describing what caused the Gospel to ripple from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria, and to the world. 
 
Last week we observed the first significant push back against the Gospel advance.  Peter and John 
were brought before the religious leaders for questioning and were forbidden to speak the name and the 
message of Jesus.  But in the context of that push back the church grew in courage and boldness. 
 
Of course, there will be setbacks and challenges in the work of the Gospel.  Today as we study Acts 5 
we find a description of two significant setbacks which challenged the early Church.  These were 
equally dangerous even though one was internal and the other external. 
 

[A]  Undeterred by internal insincerity – vv. 1-16 

 
The story of healing in chapter 3 became the backdrop to the accusations leveled at the Church in 
chapter 4.  Similarly, the pattern of community care and sharing mentioned at the close of chapter 4, 
provides a context for what we see in verses 1-16. 
 
There was no compulsion or requirement for believers to give sacrificially.  There is no indication that 
selling land and donating the proceeds was commanded.  Yet this is what Ananias and Saphira 
believed they needed portray to the Church community.  What was the problem that Peter pinpointed? 

 

• Deception – Ananias lied to Holy Spirit and to God (vv.3-4); dispatched by divine punishment (v.5) 

• Collusion – Sapphira joined this by testing the Spirit of the Lord (v.9);  also divinely dispatched (v.10) 
 
This couple tried to deceive the Church, which was ultimately lying to God.  Purification of the early 
Church was essential.  This was not stewardship issue, but an integrity issue.  They were trying to 
elevate their spiritual stature based on appearances and a charade! 
 
Does this remind you of anyone?  The Pharisees epitomized spiritual hypocrisy and Jesus called them 
on it.  Consider the seven-fold woes in Matthew 23 (vv.23-28).  Without question, the consequences for 
Ananias and Saphira were swift and ultimate.  But when internal insincerity was rooted out, the Church 
served with power and effectiveness (see vv.12-16). 
 
Timothy Keller has authored the very helpful book Center Church (Zondervan, 2012, 31) which focuses 
on “doing balanced, Gospel-centered ministry in your city”.  Keller commented, “Francis Shaeffer 
argued rightly that Christians’ relationships with each other constitute the criterion the world uses to 
judge whether their message is truthful – so Christian community is the “final apologetic”.  Is the way we 
related to one another at Cornerstone an “apologetic” of what we believe about Jesus? 
 
Wednesday, February 8 was a normal chapel service at Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky.  But 
the service has continued, 24 hours a day with worship, prayer, repentance – a revival (God moved on 
the same campus February 3-11, 1970).  People are drawn to Hughes Auditorium from across the 
country.  In Christianity Today, Tom Mccall (theology professor at Asbury Seminary) describes… 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/february-web-only/asbury-revival-1970-2023-methodist-christian-holy-spirit.html


Many people say that in the chapel they hardly even realize how much time has elapsed. It is almost as though time 
and eternity blur together as heaven and earth meet. Anyone who has witnessed it can agree that something unusual 
and unscripted is happening….There is no pressure or hype. There is no manipulation. There is no high-pitched 
emotional fervor….To the contrary, it has so far been mostly calm and serene. The mix of hope and joy and peace is 
indescribably strong and indeed almost palpable—a vivid and incredibly powerful sense of shalom. The ministry of the 
Holy Spirit is undeniably powerful but also so gentle….The holy love of the triune God is apparent, and there is an 
inexpressible sweetness and innate attractiveness to it. It is immediately obvious why no one wants to leave and why 
those who must leave want to come back as soon as they can. 

 

In Romans 12:9 we read, “Love must be sincere” or “let not love be hypocritical” ().  Is love 
sincere at Cornerstone?  In what ways has falsehood crept into our congregation?  Are we authentic?  If 
we are going to offer true Christian community, we need to grow – consider attending “Life Shared”. 
 

[B]  Undeterred by external enemies – vv. 17-42 

  
Well, we had a very special day earlier this week – marked by the color red: Flag Day!  Many Canadians 
do not remember that February 15 commemorates the first time our current flag flew over Parliament 
Hill, in 1965.  Fewer remember the bitter flag debate (1963-64) that pitted Prime minister Pearson 
against John Diefenbaker’s and the opposition.   [ top left – one of many submissions;  top right – “Pearson 

Pennant”;  bottom left - George Stanley inspired by Royal Military College of Canada flag;  bottom right – our national flag 

prior to adopting the maple leaf ]  An internal squabble can render a country vulnerable to external enemies.   
 
The early Church faces a similar situation.  Maintaining internal integrity is essential because opposition 
will also come from without.  Overall, the response of the early disciples to the command not to proclaim 
Jesus was simply to seek God for a greater outpouring of His power and might!  In this part of the 
chapter, there seems to be three paradoxes that we can observe. 
 

• Restricted yet released – vv. 17-24 
 
Rather than just John and Peter as in chapter 4, we read that “the apostles” were jailed (v.18).  This was 
instigated by the Sadducees and the High Priest.  Not only were they being cited as culpable for Jesus’ 
death – they also rejected the notion of any resurrection.  Despite their incarceration, God miraculously 
delivered the apostles who did not hide but resumed preaching! 
 

• Arrested yet arguing – vv. 25-32 
 
Once again the apostles were arrested and appeared before the Sanhedrin and High Priest (v.27).  
Even in this time of being challenged, Peter was able to once again present an argument for the Gospel 
message (see vv.29-32).  The prohibition against preaching the Gospel goes back to  
 

• Danger yet delight – vv. 33-42 
 
The Sanhedrin was “cut to the heart” (v.33) and wanted to kill the apostles – danger indeed!  But the 
calm reasoning of Gamaliel swayed them (vv.35-39).  The apostles were flogged (Jewish tradition was 
39 lashes) and released.  The apostles were commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus (v.40 – see 
4:17).  What was their response?  They rejoiced!  They found delight and privilege in suffering for Jesus 
(v.41).  This became a key part of Peter’s first epistle – see I Peter 2:20-21; 3:14; 4:12-14.   
 

Conclusion – Digging Deeper 

 
Are we prepared to live in this paradox?  The only way in which we will remain undeterred in the face of 
difficulty is by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  God gives endurance and hope (Romans 
5:5,13) in the face of difficulty.  Someone who lived in this paradox was Brother Andrew, who became 
known as “God’s Smuggler”.  God powerfully protected him as he served the persecuted Church! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gxnnl9BJL0s

