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Because of Christ
Philippians 3:1-21

• v.17: follow Paul’s example and others who 
are like Paul


• As opposed to “enemies of the cross” (v.18) 


• Jewish Christians


• Master and apprentice model


• Vv.20-21: Paul’s bent toward thinking of the 
future 


• v. 20: “citizenship is in heaven” - present 
tense

vv.15-21: Imitate Paul

• v.1: “rejoice in the Lord!” 


•  “a safeguard for you,” in verse 1, meaning 
the constant reminder about joy will serve 
to keep the Philippians focused on the 
Lord and his presence, no matter the 
circumstance.


• vv.2-3: Jewish Christians who want Gentiles 
to become circumcised 

vv.1-14: Because of Christ
• Genesis 12:2-3:“I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.”


• Genesis 17:10:“every male among you shall be 
circumcised”


• Through Jesus - what was once a covenantal 
practice is not needed

Circumcision



• Galatians - Paul equates circumcision with 
pagan practices


• What is essential now is life in Christ, life in 
the Spirit – being formed to be more and 
more like Christ so that our beliefs and 
actions match


• For Jewish believers: Torah/the law is 
essential


• For the Christ-follower it is our faith in Christ 
that is our righteousness and resurrection 
power that empowers one for holy living 

Circumcision
• v.3: “the circumcision”


• Not literal circumcision, but ones “who serve 
God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, 
and who put no confidence in the flesh” (v.3) 


• Flesh vs. Spirit


• Galatians 5:17-18: For the flesh desires what 
is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what 
is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict 
with each other, so that you are not to do 
whatever[c] you want. But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law.

vv.1-14: Because of Christ

• vv.5-6: seven reasons Paul could be confident in 
the flesh


1. “Circumcised on the eighth day” v.5


2. “of the people of Israel” v.5


3. “of the tribe of Benjamin” v.5


4. “a Hebrew of Hebrews” v. 5


5. “a Pharisee” v.5


6. Zeal for “persecuting the church” v.6


7. Blameless with respect to “righteousness under 
the law” v.6

vv.1-14: Because of Christ
• Who are Pharisees?


• Righteous, fastidious, and duplicitous 


• Concerned with observing 600+ laws and 
teachings in the Torah


• affirmed belief in resurrection, angels, and 
spirit (Acts 23:8) 

vv.1-14: Because of Christ



• Vv. 7-14: testimony of Paul’s faith in Christ


• Christ is knowable


• Knowing Christ involves participation


• Ongoing process


• “arrived at my goal” (v.12), “press on” 
(v.12), “straining toward what is ahead” 
(v.13), “press on toward the goal to win 
the prize” (v.14) 

vv.1-14: Because of Christ
• The Philippians learned from Paul as they 

participated in ministry together


• knowing Christ is set forth as our ultimate 
goal 


• commands in scripture were for shaping the 
people of God to love God and love others 
better 


• Sermon on the Mount: “you have heard it 
said…”


• To be formed

Theme of participation

• Communion:


• the practice of communion forms us 


• 1 Corinthians 10:16: “Is not the cup of 
thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 
participation in the blood of Christ?  And is 
not the bread that we break a participation 
in the body of Christ?” 


• form us to seek the mind of Christ, be 
more like Christ, and become more loving 
toward God and others 

Theme of participation
• Actively participate


• Prayer: that we will keep our eyes on 
Christ, and recognize, “the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus [our] Lord” 
(v.8), to “know Christ – yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and participation 
in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death” (v.10). Amen

Takeaway from the passage…


