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Johanna Vasquez (00:10:34): 

God bless you church. . So it's Wednesday, and we're happy to be in the house of the Lord. Amen. 
Amen. It has been a rough day for some, I can only speak for myself, <laugh>, but it's, it's getting better 
by the minute. And we're just gonna praise the Lord because he's good. Amen. Amen. 

Branson Rogers (00:15:09): 

Amen. Well, amen. What a good way to start off a Wednesday night. Right. Amen. All right. Well, I'm 
gonna sit a little bit tonight. 

(00:15:24): 

All right. Everybody happy to be here. Yes. Well, that's good. Well, I'm happy that you're here too. Really 
am. We have we've had one of those weeks so far here at the church. It's been a kind of a, kind of a 
difficult week, if you will. We had the funeral service today for Ms. Margie McWhorter. And most of you 
probably those of you that have been here in the church for a while, you know her. But if you don't 
know her, you know her daughter Judy and her son-in-law Tim, he plays the drums up here on Sunday 
mornings. And she was 96 years young, and she went home to be with the Lord after a lengthy time of 
failing help. So we know where she is this evening. Amen. Amen. She's having her first Wednesday night 
in heaven. 

(00:16:14): 

Yes. So she's gonna look down on here on me, and she's gonna be checking up on me and making sure I 
say all the right things. <Laugh>. Pat Napolitna, went home to be with the Lord this afternoon. Michelle 
is his wife, and they usually sit about right there on Sunday mornings. And Brian and I had an 
opportunity of going to hospice on 66th Street and visiting with him on Monday. They expected him only 
to live just a few hours, but he kind of defied logic. And the Lord called him home this afternoon, but he 
was ready. And, you know, it was, it was just so wonderful because I went into the room and Brian went 
into the room and Michelle said that he had been out for quite some time. 

(00:17:02): 

And I went over to the side of his bed and I said, Hey, buddy. And he looked, he looked like that. He 
woke up, he looked, and then he put his arm out for me, and he just grabbed my hand. And he, he just 
held it for just so long, you know? And I was just reminding him about how he had received Jesus. And it 
was the most precious thing in this church if you were here that Sunday. I mean, Michelle had been 
praying for so long for Pat to come to know the Lord. She said he was a booger before. I mean, he was a 
booger. Okay. Whatever that is. But anyway, I saw him, when you preach, you know, I've done for so 
long, I kinda read faces a lot of times, and I knew, I knew he was under conviction that 
Sunday.(00:17:50): 

And so I was kind of praying in my spirit that he would, he would kinda walk down the aisle when he had 
an invitation. Well, I, I saw him, he started to move out, and he came down and I looked at him. I said, 
pat, I said what decision do you want to make today? And I'll never forget what he told me. He says, I 
want Jesus. Amen. Three words. Three words. And as I just was sharing here just a moment ago, so 
simple, but yet so profound. I mean, that's how simple it is. Amen. But I had him bow his head when he 
was up here, let him in the sinner's prayer. And that man, he had no doubt where he was going, and 
what a wonderful thing that is. Now, some other folks in the hospital, we need to be praying for Corey 
that sits over here. 

(00:18:38): 
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He usually sits right behind me on, on Sundays. He had a stroke on Monday, had a heart attack. He's 
doing much, much better. He went to a hospital in Ocala where he works. And so he's, he's doing much 
better. He's gotta go and see a cardiologist. We just talked together today, so we need to be in prayer 
for him. Bret, Billi's son is in Morton Plant. Dan went to see him today.  Brian and I went up right after 
that. And he's having some testing things done. He's doing pretty well. Helen Weeks is in Morton Plant. 
And outside of that, nothing's been going on this week, <laugh>. So y'all, y'all just take it easy the rest of 
the week, okay. About ready to wear me out. All right? But anyway, you know, we got a precious church 
and it was so much of a blessing to see Dan at Morton Plant today. 

(00:19:35): 

I told Brian after he passed, I said, we got some great deacons in this church. And they're doing an 
outstanding job. I mean, not only visiting people in the hospital, but I am hearing so much people are 
saying, you know, my deacons calling me, my deacons calling me, my deacons calling me. And it, it is just 
is, is so refreshing to have such a great group of men that are doing such a wonderful job of keeping up 
with our folks. All right. Tonight, I'm gonna bring you a little Bible study on how God loves losers. All 
right? How about that? For a Bible study, how God loves losers <laugh>, you say, well, pastor, I'm really 
encouraged tonight. Well, guess what? You know, America, we love winners. We don't really love losers. 
Everybody loved when Kansas City won the other night, right? 

(00:20:30): 

Good game. Good game, by the way. Very good game, regardless of who you're pulling for. It was a 
good game, and I, I enjoyed the game. But America loves winners. And it doesn't really have much place 
for losers. And I looked up a few, quotes for this evening. And one of 'em was by the magnificent man 
back in world War ii, George Patton. Here's what George Patton said. Americans love a winner and will 
not tolerate the loser. That's how Patton was. Lombardi, the great coach of the Green Bay Packers for 
years. He said, show me a good loser, and I'll show you a loser, <laugh>. 

(00:21:13): 

The simple fact is, you know, all of us love competitions, and we all liked to win. You know, I, I played 
sports when I was growing up, LA you probably played sports when you were growing up, and we loved 
to win, didn't we? None of us ever went out on the field and say, Hey, we're, we're our minds made up. 
We're gonna lose today. Everybody's gonna be excited about that. No, we all went out and we tried. We 
tried our best to win. But, you know, in the real world that we live in, we learn real quick that life has its 
shares of wins. What? It has its lot, a lot more shares of losses. We all know that. And we all know how 
life is, is hard, and how life is difficult. And we all in our life, regardless of who we are, regardless of what 
our spiritual maturity may be, we all have our times of defeats. 

(00:22:07): 

And when we have our times of defeats, or when we have our time of losing in life, it's never fun. It's 
always very, very difficult when we go through those times. In fact, sometimes it's so defeating that we 
have a hard time getting around it sometimes. But, you know, I've found out in times of defeat, at least 
in my own life, and I've had plenty of them, I've found out three things in my own life, and maybe you 
found these three things in your life. And I kind of wrote 'em down this afternoon and said, one of the 
things that I see when I get defeated is a lot of times God has the way of showing me my weaknesses. 
He shows me my weaknesses. He shows me things that I need to work on, okay? And he shows me that, 
especially through those times, that I'm not able to handle those areas of my life. 

(00:22:57): 

I've gotta give those areas over to the Lord. Another thing he shows me is he shows me that I need to 
admit my mistakes. I need to admit my mistakes. I need to say to the Lord, you know what, Lord, I made 
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a mistake. I need to own. Like I was talking about Sunday, I need to own my defeats. Okay? A lot of 
times, people to, especially today, they don't want to own anything. They don't want to own their 
defeats. They always want to blame their defeats on somebody else. But we need to be honest with 
ourself, because that's the way that the Lord would have us to grow. We grow spiritually when we admit 
that, that we've done something that has caused us to be defeated. And then another thing that I 
learned is that in times of defeat, that we need to cry out to God for help in those times. 

(00:23:51): 

We need to cry out to God for help in those times. We don't need to just sit there, you know, and waller 
in  defeat and, and have a loser's mentality. No, we need to learn from those times. We need to get back 
up, and we need to ask the Lord to get us back on the right road again. But God specializes in taking 
losers, and he specializes in displaying his power through losses in our life. That's why he allows us to 
lose a lot of times in life. And we don't like it. And we say, well, pastor, goodness gracious, you know, I 
would like to win all the time. Well, if we won all the time in life, we'd never learn anything because we 
learn from our mistakes, right? The greatest times that God deals with you and me, the more we learn in 
the Christian life. 

(00:24:39): 

We don't learn necessarily a lot on the mountaintops when things are going well. But we learned a 
whole lot if we're willing to learn in the valleys, all right? And what we need to understand is you know, 
when you talk about the people in the Bible, the heroes in the Bible, you say, well, pastor, why in the 
world did all those heroes in the Bible that accomplished so much for God? Why did they have so many 
flaws? God did what he had to do with the people that he had to work with. <Laugh>. All right? Think 
about that. We think about, you know, all these people in God's word, you know, that did so many 
things, Moses that did all this great stuff, JE Joshua that had the, you know, the walls of Jericho. All the 
other things that happened to the Bible, Peter walking on the water. 

(00:25:23): 

And we always think, oh, they're super saints. They're super saints. No, they're just people just like us. 
They're people that were failures, people that were losers. You know, I've told Vicki many times, I said, 
you know, I would've loved to just be one of those 12 disciples. You know, think about, you know how 
Jesus went and he picked the disciples when he went and picked the disciples. Where did he go? Did he 
go to the people that had everything going right in their life? Did he go to successful people? That 
people would look at it and say, well, those people right there, they're winners. Did Jesus go up to 
somebody and said, Hey, show me all the winners in town, because those are the ones that I want to 
pick to be my disciples. No, you know what he did? He picked a bunch of losers. 

(00:26:05): 

He picked 12 of 'em, and one, and one of the 12 was a real loser. All right? But he picked losers. Why did 
he pick losers when he could have picked winners? Why? Because he wanted to do something so great 
and so wonderful in their life that people that knew them would look at them and say, you know what? I 
don't know how in the world you did this. In fact, I know that you didn't do this. This had to be the 
power of God that did this miracle in your life. And some of you that are here tonight, you, you know, 
you were kind of rough before you knew Jesus as your Lord and Savior. I mean, you were into some 
things. I mean, I'm looking around at some of y'all that I know your life. All right? You've told me and you 
are something else. 

(00:26:49): 

And why did God, you know, do what he did in your life to show the power of God at work? Amen. So 
when you think about yourself and you think about your losses, or people may say to you sometimes, 
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well, you know, you're just a loser. Just understand this. God prefers losers. He loves losers. He 
absolutely loves losers. So we're gonna look at a couple things tonight. We're gonna look at one, we're 
gonna look at three verses tonight, second Corinthians chapter four, verses seven through nine. And I 
took this out of the out of the message Bible. Cause I really think it kind of brings home what we're 
trying to, to do this evening. We have that, that slide back there. Is it up there? Okay, it's not up here. 
Why? I see it. That's okay. I got these notes right here. I don't need it up there. 

(00:27:38): 

I got it. I got it. I got, all right. It says, if you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. In other 
words, say in here, listen, you look at us, okay? You look at the change in everything in our life, but I 
want you to understand this. You are only seeing the change in our life because of the brightness that 
has come into our life. We carry the precious message. And that could be, we could say we carry the 
precious treasure around an unadorned clay, pots of ordinary lives, lives. That's to prevent anyone from 
confusing God's incomparable power with us. As it is. There is not much chance of that, you know, for 
selves that we are not much to look at. We aren't amen. Apart from the Lord. We've been surrounded 
and battered by troubles, but we're not demoralized. We're not sure what to do. 

(00:28:37): 

But we know that God knows what to do. We've been spiritually terrorized, but God hasn't left our side. 
Amen. We've been thrown down, but we haven't been broken. And you follow along in your notes. We 
have a treasure. And the first part of that verse, just leave those verses up for the whole night if you can. 
It says that we have a precious treasure in our ordinary lives. The treasure is Jesus Christ. Amen. Amen. 
Amen. Hey, losses in our life, sometimes they absolutely, they'll draw us down to our knees. And we will, 
at those times, will understand that we need to look for Jesus. We need to look for him to solve our 
issues. You know, we're all the same. When something happens in our life, what do we try to do? We try 
our best to wiggle out of our situations, don't we? 

(00:29:36): 

All of us do. There's not a single person in here that's super spiritual that when something happens in 
your life, the first thing outta your mouth isn't usually Help me Jesus. I need some help. No, the first 
thing out of our mouth is, let me see how I can figure this out. What do we try to use? We try to use our 
little finite P brain to try to figure out how we're gonna get out of a lost or a defeat or a circumstance or 
situation that we're going through. That should not be the first response, but it usually always is. I've 
gotta admit, even in my life, it's the same way. When I get into one of those situations and 
circumstances sometimes, and, you know, whatever. However I got in there, I try my, I try sometimes 
too. I'm like you, I try to figure out, now look, if I do this, how, how can I get outta this if I do this? 

(00:30:25): 

Hey, and you know what we start doing? We start put pushing buttons all around us. We think of this 
button to push. So we push that one, that one doesn't work. So we push this one and try to work. We 
try to push it. We try all the buttons that we can try. And then what we finally say is, you know what? I 
guess I asked, I need to ask the Lord. Yeah. That is absolute last resort. When the Lord says, listen, that 
should be your first resort. Amen. Your first resort should be to come to me. Why? Because you have a 
treasure inside of your life. You un need to understand that when you ask me to come in to be your Lord 
and Savior, I came on board in your life. I am here to help you through the losses in life, through the 
hard times, through the hard situations. 

(00:31:09): 

But in order to do that, you've gotta recognize who I am. And folks, listen. I don't think a lot of times we 
as Christians, we don't really truly recognize who Jesus is. I believe that within my heart. And the reason 
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I say that is because if we would truly believe who he really is in our life, our lives, we would, we would 
be acting differently. Alright? I say that because a lot of Christians are accepting defeat in their life when 
they shouldn't be accepting defeat in their life. A lot of Christians are defining their self by their losses 
and not by their successes. Satan is an absolute master in having you. And I always look in the rear view 
mirror of our life. Always, always. He never shows us a blessing. He never shows you and I a win. He 
always shows you and I a loss. 

(00:32:04): 

He always shows you and I, well, I wish I had a done this. He always shows you and I mistakes, losses. 
That's what he specializes in. But we have a choice. The choice is this. We're either gonna look in the 
rear view mirror, or we're gonna look ahead in life. You can't do anything about your past losses. I can't 
do anything about my past loss. You may wish a million times over that you hadn't done this or you 
hadn't done that. Or I may say the same, but you can't do anything about it. And if it was something that 
we've done and we've asked the Lord to forgive us, guess what? It's forgiven. Amen. Amen. People 
come to the altar a lot of times, and you know what? They pray. They pray for the same thing they 
prayed for the week before, or they pray for the same thing they prayed for last month. 

(00:32:55): 

They're asking the Lord to forgive him of something. They've been asking the Lord to forgive him of the 
same thing for the last two years. You know why they're doing that? Because they're believing Satan's 
lie. Satan's telling them that you're no good. You're a loser. Things are happening in your life because 
somehow, some way God is not forgiven you of that sin that is wrong, is wrong can be. How many times 
do you have to ask God to forgive you of your sins? Once? Amen. The Bible says, if we confess our sins, 
he is faithful to forgive us of both sins and to cleanse us from part of our unrighteousness. All what? All 
y'all are sharp tonight, all of our unrighteousness. So how many times do I need to confess that sin? 
Pastor? Once? If you mean it once, and if Satan comes to you and says, you need to confess it again and 
say, no, it's under the blood. I'm not gonna remember it anymore. Why should you? Jesus doesn't 
remember it anymore. That's right. Well, the preachers said one time I was listening to him, he says, 
Jesus has a great sense of amnesia, 

Branson Rogers (00:34:06): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (00:34:07): 

I loved that. I didn't really understand it when he said it, because I thought to him, what do you mean he 
knows everything? But what he was trying to say is he has amnesia, but we ask him to forgive us of our 
sin. He hears us, he forgives us. He doesn't remember it anymore. So why should we? We're 
remembering something that Satan wants us to remember, that Jesus doesn't even remember anymore. 
And a lot of us classify ourselves as a loser because of our past mistakes. Don't fall into that because 
Jesus knows who you are tonight. Yes. He knows your strengths. He knows your weaknesses. He knows 
everything about you. And He knows something tonight. He knows something that you don't know. You 
know what He knows? He knows that you're not perfect. 

Branson Rogers (00:34:50): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (00:34:52): 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=3gSAe8_cDD56NgAKNefXdf5zOOo0magBKZqPRxI07jjF-50-okODde3SrOsHlnOMyyCRTIBnccSznBwOj2-CBQGTNmQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1924.99
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=hxcB_UAFvO2PkhUH3H5VJu-vt3pEo7EzFsiYiBy6PWXG4r0dk5a6LOq_FPSHjjTlqXVC3P9wFrU39T9Ki6oGZ8T7Kos&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1975.49
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=ax3l2ScmBCqYpZdsXiVud594GLjTZgkv40VxPGJFRuaiRhJE_Qkf08RNKzDlZL0ntZdgICKT9H882vKB_DYPnCWzNS8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2046.7
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=FZlvWtkCEjOZ6ut8eZLD8LGl5H3Ezudi4cuO42ecEZhR7-igRSlUWvWvT5J8VBJCXPhFL8aAnygCecd9bwriReH4mOk&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2047.73
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=GIeswXPIpXMXmjDuxstjXsHtxBe-G76YZXMTV7tS1jovzw-gsuxK2jN17In6RhQGcbcDqUBvoUlIU40yADdd74_-EKw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2090.66
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=3DczMq78j3W4BVJH5nLamnG9O5zcOfq4glhIWaJkyZUenkKqBEPJXI8D7txU7fH2069jWBV-6Uta2pUKqAWxPyCsLc8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2092.18


 

 

God Prefers Losers 

 

Page 6 of 13 

 

Isn't that nice? He knows that you say it. Does he really? Yeah, he does. See, you might as well just 
forget it, okay? He knows you're not perfect. And so the people around you, by the way, they all know 
that you're not perfect, all right? Especially your wife and your husband. They know that you're not 
perfect. It says in your notes, it says, God did it apart from His grace. We have no hope. That's so true. It 
says that Jesus went to the cross. He died on the cross. He forgave us of our sins. He came into our life. 
And you know what? That's a wonderful thing to realize, that the same grace that we receive when we 
ask him to come in to be our Lord and Savior is the same grace that he gives us every single day. There is 
no time in your life, in my life that we come to him and we ask for his forgiveness, that he'll say, you 
know what? 

(00:35:41): 

You're up to 10 times this month. You only had 11. I'm sorry. You have to wait until next month to tell 
me that. No, we could come to him unlimited times. And you know what? He never says? No, I've never 
prayed and gotten a busy signal. Have you? You ever got a busy signal? No. He always listens. Doesn't He 
always listens, always there to want to help us. That grace that he showed us to take us to heaven, to 
forgive us of our sins, is the same grace that he gives us every single day. Don't raise your hands. How 
many of y'all said today? Everybody, how many of y'all are looking forward to sin tomorrow? It's gonna 
happen. Okay? It's gonna happen. I'm being a prophet this evening. Okay? It's gonna happen not only in 
your life, but it's gonna happen in my life. And you know what? 

(00:36:28): 

Jesus already knows what I'm gonna do. He already knows he was on the cross 2000 years ago. He knew 
every sin I was gonna commit my whole entire life. That's right. Well, yours too. You know what he said? 
That's okay. Yes. That's all right. I'm gonna forgive you of every single one of 'em. Everything's gonna be 
under the blood. That's because I love you so much. He knew how dirty rotten you and I were gonna be, 
and he still died for us. Isn't that wonderful? Yes. That's amazing. You know, after a good loss, after 
somebody loses, a team loses if the, if they have a good coach, he's gonna give the co, he's gonna give 
the players a pep talk. All right? I am sure in that l in that locker room of the Eagles on Sunday night, I 
was not there, but I'm sure Nick Sirianni, he's good coach. 

(00:37:16): 

Very good coach. I'm sure he gave his players a pep talk before they got dressed and they went home 
because they were crushed just like Kansas City would've been if they'd have lost, if they'd have lost, 
Andy Reid would've been in there and said, before you guys leave, I need to tell you something. He's a 
good coach. All right, Nick. C's a good coach. If you're a good coach, you're gonna know that your players 
are hurting when they lose. Nobody in that locker room of the Eagles on Sunday night will say, Yippy, 
yay. Yay. I got the result that I wanted. No, they were sad. They were sad. They were broken. Good 
coach recognizes that you know who the best life coach is in the world. Jesus. Amen. He recognizes 
when he sees you and I, and he watches us every day. He knows the hair on your head, or, or the lack 
thereof. 

(00:38:07): 

He knows everything about you and I, he knows when the sparrow falls, he knows when you're hurting. 
He's the one that counts your tears and puts your tears in a bottle. He knows everything about you. You 
said, pastor, nobody gets me. Jesus does, pastor, nobody gets it when I'm, when I'm hurting them down. 
Jesus does. He's your life coach. But you know what? In order to listen to a life coach, you've gotta open 
your ears. That coach, when he's talking to a team that just lost, he's talking to a bunch of guys or, or 
ladies, and he's saying, listen, listen. You need to listen to what I'm saying to you. So what does the Lord 
say to us? I wrote down a few things that a life coach says to us that Jesus, the life coach says to us when 
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we fail, number one, he says, you are special, and you know why you're special. I died for you. Jesus 
didn't die for nobody's. Amen. He died for somebody's, I could care less what people have to say about 
me. You know that it used to bug me a lot. It really used to bug me a lot. I mean, I, I went to one of my 
college teachers in when I was going to college, and I said, I've got a, I've got a heavy heart. He said, 
what's wrong? I said, not everybody likes me, <laugh>. 

(00:39:27): 

He looked at me and he says, well, branch, let me tell you something. He said, if you're waiting one day 
for everybody like you, nobody will like you. You know? And he says, understand this best advice 
somebody ever gave me in college. Lemme tell you something. You minister for an audience of one. You 
minister for an audience of one. You live for an audience of one. Do I like want people to like me? Yes. 
Absolutely. I don't set out and say, okay, I want everybody to hate me today. No, <laugh>. I want 
everybody to love you. Do I think everybody, oh, church loves me? No, no, I'm not stupid. All right? I've 
been in churches sometimes where I say, oh, pastor, you're just the greatest day of the world. Not this 
church, but another church we were at. And Vicky knows the church very well. Oh, pastor, you're just 
the greatest thing. 

(00:40:19): 

Put their arm around you like this. And on the end, the other side of their hand is a knife. You know, 
when I when they go home to have Sunday dinner, they're <laugh>, I'm being gen sued, you know, or, or 
Vicky or one of my kids are being gen sued. You know? And you know, I know that. All right? Not 
everybody likes you either. You know that not everybody likes you. Don't get hung up on that stuff, all 
right? If you're walking with the Lord, if you're doing what the Lord wants you to do, guess what? You 
are seeking the approval, not of man, although you want it, you're seeking the approval of Jesus. Amen. 
If he says it's good, if he says everything's cool, everything's going great. That's the audience of one. You 
and I should take pleasure in knowing that. Amen. So, first thing Jesus wants to know when we have a 
loss in our life, is that you're special. 

(00:41:13): 

You know you're special. Well, why did I fall for that? You fell for that because you're not perfect. Right? 
Right. I should have known better. Guess why You didn't know better? You aren't perfect. Guess what? 
We all fail. We're surrounded tonight. You're surrounded by a bunch of losers. Amen? Isn't that great? 
Isn't encouraging tonight? Yes. Everybody in here has had their share of losses. You will always have 
your share of losses as long as you're here on this earth. Satan loves to show you your losses. Number 
two, Lord wants us to understand that I am not leaving you during your loss. I'm not gonna leave you 
during your loss. I'm gonna sit right down here beside you, and I'm gonna put my arm around you, and 
I'm gonna give you encouragement. You know, to me, one of the greatest, one of the greatest stories in 
the Bible was when Elijah had, Elijah had failed God so much. 

(00:42:10): 

You remember when he failed God and he was underneath the juniper tree, and he asked God to take 
his life. I mean, he had just called down fire from heaven, and he got co so consumed with Jezebel, a 
witch coming after him. He knew he was, thought he was gonna die, and the devil got him so focused on 
Jezebel. Listen to me, that he forgot what he just did. He said, how could he do that? Oh, pastor, if I'd 
have called fire down from heaven, you wouldn't have seen me underneath those juniper tree asking for 
God to take my life. That goes to show us how things can change in our life so fast. We can have a 
hallelujah moment today, and we could be so down tomorrow that we forgot our hallelujah moment. 
Right? And just because you're in a hallelujah moment tonight, like we are on Sundays, go get a pastor 
cry, rah. 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=4H7K8ox41YhMngp4z8uz01BHSuVfrnFfK_-j8rRDkIRRUF3pTHWXpj6zVLpsOKsyNBGa9K2igT7_PdmS2gUagjK7LMI&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2367.82
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=aok6LpOQoi7YarB1UURAMOAXDnA50OjEytpMQpChTLakO9_k41eoq95al12Hv9ASpfKrBYOcHRT7lkddjzBGyuoS7Gc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2419.84
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=qtcJLw6mNMqLUuacziip67n3CSvp0jnBatl-pmggBBrL0buhwa8UyggybTT7dwlAdEWEBGedl1yPp-HrF98Znwr3QaM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2473.75
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Bxhj9UOUVtOm1WKSlb7OOhqCOgSsGv7I9igZ1hNHSB3zYoJePNcu47JfnwnQXfQwvDYBIFvxxNbwZZwwIixBTfVz_as&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2530.1


 

 

God Prefers Losers 

 

Page 8 of 13 

 

(00:43:09): 

Praise some Lord. Rah. We do that Mondays, you couldn't find a rah rah if you tried <laugh>, roll the 
Titanic. How did that happen? How did I change ships? Why? Because that's the way life is. Yeah. Life is 
up and down. So the beautiful story to me is when he's underneath that juniper tree, when he is there, 
and he, he, he is thinking about all his lost is all his mistakes. Satan is just pounding him. Man, pound. 
Why is Satan pounding him? Because he got ticked off about what Elijah had just done. He had called 
fire down from heaven. Listen, this is something here, listen, when does Satan get ticked off at you? He 
gets ticked off at you and me when we are doing something great for Jesus. If you step up to the plate 
and you start singing in this church, guess what? He's coming against you. 

(00:44:02): 

If you step up to the church and you start, start playing an instrument, doing sound, working with the 
kids, working with the students, working it in the heart of the point ushering, whatever you're doing in 
this church, guess what? Satan takes notice. And he is coming after you. Our staff, our ministerial staff, 
and our secretarial staff, we have all been taking shots. And all my staff would say, amen. Thank you. My 
wife <laugh>, we've all been taking shots. All right? That's why I'm sitting tonight. All right? I'm sitting 
tonight cuz Satan's taking his shots at me again. I had my fourth back surgery and I was rejoicing and 
praising God that my leg pain was gone. And now it's back worse than it ever was. And I'm going to see 
this surgeon on Monday. But you know what? Hey, look, listen, it hurts. All right? I want to kick him in 
the butt, but I can't get my my foot up quite enough. 

(00:44:58): 

All right? But listen, he ain't gonna win. No, he ain't gonna win. I know where all this stuff is coming 
from. Yeah. And, and Brian, he had his, had his bout with sickness and Trisha's home tonight, she's sick. 
Billy, who'd been sick for like two weeks. Vicky got really, really sick just going right through us. And all it 
happened, every bit of it happened when we announced on that Saturday night that we were gonna 
tackle that new family life center. Oh man, he was here that night, by the way. He was, you didn't see 
him, but he was here and he's beside you When you try to do something for God, he's beside you. He 
can't stand you. And he says, all right. So he tries attacking your mind and everything else that he 
possibly can get, but Jesus wants you to understand, and I'm with you during those times. 

(00:45:49): 

So what I, I've been taking a long way around the barn. So what happened to Elijah was this, when he 
was underneath that juniper tree, Jesus was right with him. And you know what he did? This is so cool. 
He is the one that commands the birds, right? He had a raven come and bring him some food and 
minister to him. He was weary. I don't know whether he brought him a coke. I don't know where he 
brought him a crispy cream, but whatever he did was good because he ministered. Why? How Jesus, all 
these people on earth. And he saw him underneath that tree. And he said, come here, bird. I don't know 
what his name was. Let's call him Raven. It's pretty good. Raven. Come here. You see that guy down 
there? Take him a crispy kreme. Come on, make sure it's hot now. Hot now, Take him some that and 
some whole milk. 

(00:46:45): 

He ministered to him. What a beautiful thing that is. To understand. You said, well, pastor, he just did 
that because he was a prophet. No, he just did that because he was one of his kids and he has the same 
love for you that he had for Elijah. Folks we're never alone. Number three, I put down in all these things, 
the Lord wants to tell us that we're more than a conqueror. Best thing you and I can do when we're of 
experience and losses in our life is to quote scripture, fight Satan with scripture. Folks, that's why I told 
you to get a God's promise book. I mean, fight him with scripture. And we need number four, stop 
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accepting defeat as a way of life. You and I are a child of the king. Amen. Amen. Jesus is not a part of 
defeat. There is victory in Jesus. 

(00:47:39): 

Amen. That song says victory. It doesn't say there's defeat in Jesus. There is victory in Jesus. In your 
notes, it says, sometimes the greatest treasure comes in ordinary pots. It says here in the, in the verse 
says, we have this precious message around an unadorned, unadorned, clay, pots of our ordinary life. 
What does that mean? It means that God has given us the treasure of salvation in our ordinary life, such 
as ours. I was watching an antique show one day. And these people that go around, you know, and they, 
they find antiques and stuff and, and know what they're buying, you know they were in this man's attic 
and they found a, they found a vase in this man's attic. And they said to him, can you know, do you want 
to part with that vase? He said, I've had that, that vase forever. 

(00:48:39): 

Well, I forget what they gave him for it, but it really wasn't what they called a vase. It was what they 
called a, a vase. All right? Now that's a very sophisticated word for say vase. All right? We don't say vs 
very much in the south, but this was an expensive vase, all right? And it was so expensive that that thing 
sold for $40,000, $40,000. And to look at it, you would think anywhere, nothing. You know, I've had it 
for a long time, but they didn't realize that the beauty of that was by the person that looked at it and 
saw beauty in it, that nobody else saw beauty in it. You get what I just said? That was a tongue twister, 
wasn't it? You know, this, Jesus looks at our life and he sees something that a lot of people don't see. 
We're a vs. 

(00:49:38): 

You ever thought about yourself that way? You don't think, Joe, you're a vs. You are, you're a priceless 
treasure. You really are. You said, well, pastor, I wish other people would feel that way about me again. 
Hey, we only want the approval from an audience of one. Right? When he looks at Pastor Branson, he 
sees me as special. When he looks at you, he sees you as special. He sees you as an absolute original. 
You're a Michelangelo painting, you're Michelangelo, you're one of a kind. I mean, you're, you're just 
priceless to him. You are an original. There's nobody like you that's ever been born nor ever will be born. 
You are designed specifically by the hands of an almighty God. I love preaching sometimes about that 
scripture that talks about that we were woven in our mom's womb. And what that means is, it means 
we were, we were knitted together. 

(00:50:45): 

And as one pastor put it one time, I'll never forget it, he said, we're knitted together like a fine tapestry. 
You don't really see it when they're first starting. And you know, if you've watched people like my wife, 
she loves to do what it call that's not crochet. What is that other stuff? Vicky cross stitch. There you go. 
And I look over at her and she's doing any little mess like that. I ain't got the patience. I throw everything 
out the window. But listen, she does that little cross-stitching stuff. She'd been doing it for a while. And I 
said, well, honey, what, what are you making? And she'd showed me a picture and I'd look at the 
picture, and then I'd look at what she's making. I thought, I mean, I, I don't wanna look at her and I don't 
wanna say, yeah, right? 

(00:51:34): 

But you know what? The more she figures and does her little fingers and weaves these colors and all this 
stuff around. I look at it in about three weeks, and I look at the picture and I thought, Hmm, she ain't 
gaining on it. She ain't gaining on it. And then after a while, she'll say, well, what do you think about it 
now? And I'll look at it, and then I'll look at the picture and I'll say, dad, gum, that really looks good. That 
really looks good. She knows that John Wayne's one of my favorite characters, Well's, my favorite 
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character. And so she loves to color these days. She buys these coloring books. Now, they're not like the 
coloring books. You buy kits, you know, I mean, they're sophisticated coloring books. Books, vz, coloring 
books. Yes, thanks. They're also expensive vase coloring books. But anyway, she likes to do it. 

(00:52:38): 

See, he has a marker top. Again, she didn't let me know she was doing this, all right? Am I a sweet wife? 
She knows how much I love John Wayne. So she was over there just coloring. I didn't walk over there. 
And when I did, she would just color, you know, cover things up and not let me know. You know, just 
<laugh>. And all of a sudden she, what did you give that to me? Christmas? I didn't know I'm getting old. 
What did you say it was? Christmas? Yes, that's what I said. Was it Christmas? I'm not getting old. I 
remembered it. <Laugh>. We'll talk later, but listen, <laugh> <inaudible>. Alright, <laugh>. Anyway, she 
gave it to me for Christmas. She wrapped it up, and it was a beautiful picture of John Lane. It's in my 
office. And she signed it down at the bottom. Wasn't that nice? She autographed it like Michael Angelo, 
you know, it was so cool. 

(00:53:34): 

And I thought to myself, you know, that really wasn't anything when you first looked at it, but man, to 
look at it. Since the artist's hand of my wife had gotten to it, it became alive. It became very special. And 
I thought about my life, and I think about your lives. You're the same way as I am. I mean, we didn't look 
very special sometimes. And he says, wait a minute, wait a minute. You have been woven by me. You 
are a fine tapestry. I mean, you didn't look like much, but now look at what you are. Look at what I've 
done in your life. And you know what happens is when we get a little blemish in our hot, you know what 
the potter does? He reshapes us. He never gets tired and says, you know what? I am so sick and tired of 
this lumper, clay throws it away. 

(00:54:35): 

Now, <laugh>, it's interesting to know that one of the potters on the wheel, and I saw this up in 
Dollywood, I was watching this guy making these pots. I was fascinated by it. And I saw him when he 
first started the clay and how he was working on it. And I've always wanted to say how this worked. So 
he was doing it, you know, doing it, doing it. And sometimes he was slow down. And I'll say, why'd he 
slowing down for him? He was slowing down because he saw the clay tilting one way or another. Or 
what he did was he told me, he said, I slow down sometimes because I anticipate the crack. I've looked 
at this, I've done this so much that I know if I keep on the right is speed, that pot's gonna crack right 
here. And then he got finished. 

(00:55:27): 

It was absolutely beautiful. And I thought, and I said, you know, Lord, we're like that clay, and you are 
the master potter, and you're doing that wheel all the time. And you know us, you know me. You know 
when I'm gonna lose it on, on 19 <laugh>, you know, when somebody's gonna grab the last thing of, of 
ice cream at Publix or, you know, he, he knows our weaknesses. Yeah. So he, when he sees that with 
me, because he knows he anticipates the crack, but aren't you glad he never gets tired of us? Amen. 
Amen. That's a wonderful thing to know. The world would call us a loser. And he says, you know what? I 
love losers. I love crackpots <laugh>. I do. I love crackpots. So you found out a lot about yourself tonight. 
You found out you're a crackpot. You found out you're a loser. So you know, it's really good. So we 
watched the, we watched the potter, and we see that he's so, so patient and you know, it's amazing to 
know that he loves us with that kinda love. Now I gotta move along. Number three says, God is looking 
for nobodies who will become somebody's in his hands. The more humble you and I are, the more 
mighty he becomes. 

(00:57:02): 
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Pride come before a fall. Pride come before a fall. I was talking to a girl the other day and she was a 
funeral director and there was a guy working around that was very, very prideful. And I looked at her 
and I said, well, you know what the Bible says? The Bible says that pride comes before fall. She said, 
well, yeah, I know it's gonna happen. Couple days later, she texts me <laugh> and she said, it happened 
<laugh> that God brought him down a couple of notches, you know? And I said, well, God has a way of 
doing that. But you know, the Lord says, how mighty do you want me to be in your life? How mighty do 
you want me to be Pastor Branson in your life? You want me to be mighty? Well, if you gotta, if you 
want me to be mighty, then you gotta be small. 

(00:57:55): 

The way to go up with God is down, down. Did you know that the way to go up with God is down? The 
way that we become powerful in him is for us to go down. We need to understand in our losses in life 
that we can't win in life unless we have Jesus by our side. How do we do that? We give him everything 
we've got. We've saved before him. I can't start. I can't. I'm incapable of running the show today. When 
was the last time you woke up in the morning? You said, you know what? Before you even got outta 
bed, you said, you know what, Lord, I wanna tell you something. I cannot handle anything today. I don't 
know what's coming my way today. I mean, I've got some appointments scheduled. I know a few things 
I'm doing, but I just wanna tell you something. 

(00:58:39): 

I don't know what this day holds, but I just want you to know, first and foremost, I can't handle anything 
that's coming my way today. I want to give you everything. I wanna put everything right here, and I want 
you to increase and I want to decrease. Can you imagine what would happen if we lived that way and if 
we had that kind of mentality, wouldn't that change our life? Completely Change our life. Sometimes 
God can't work in our life the way he wants to because of our stinking pride. That's one of the biggest 
problems that we have. I share this and I'm, I'm stopping. The less we are, he becomes to us. So I've 
given you two things. God is looking for nobodies who will become somebody's in his hands. And the 
next thing I gave you is this, the less we are, the more he becomes to us. 

(00:59:29): 

Perfect example of that to me is when Gideon was called to go up against the Midianites. We all know 
this. Gideon had an army of 32,000 men. 32,000 men. That's a lot of guys. And the Lord says, you know 
what? I want to teach you a lesson, Gideon. I want to teach all your soldiers and everybody else around. 
Everybody's gonna hear about this. I wanna teach you a lesson less. The less you are, the more you 
become what you need to be to me. So what did he do? He pared it down. He pared it down to 22,000. 
All right? And then he pared it down. Lastly, he pared it down to 300 men from 32,000 to 300. Why did 
he do that? Because he wanted them to know that the paddle is not yours. The battle is the lords our 
battles in our life. 

(01:00:44): 

They're not ours. Oh, we can hold onto 'em and he'll let us hold onto 'em as long as we want to hold 
onto 'em. But the battle is his. What happened? Gideon says, forget it. I'm not going up against that 
army with 300. Are you nuts? No. He was a man of faith and he took that 300 and somebody said that 
was 450 to one odds that they would lose that battle. 450 to one. God specializes that when we 
decrease, he increases. When they won that battle. Who do they want to give the credit to? Gideon. 

(01:01:30): 

God brought it down so far that Gideon, all of 'em would know and everybody would know that the 
battle is a mine. Amen. Amen. I shared with you here on the night we had our rally. I said, I have one 
prayer for this church. It's been the same prayer I've had for 12 years. I get out there in that field 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=5sJCUWyGaVtjTRjQCE5GDMC38Hski8gVonp7IEaPyYtAziyd0jA-hvSHWVr_r93M1KmeYqCQ2f2nOd6LWzYP4YP7PC0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3475.06
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=MYcnu-r0IGagyLbJItOAqOzf55-rjQZHSH-mO-k_5xzEDofSier3TLFYjDk6-WGGNKdftSYRWmtPLkw3Mq1Xh_00oVg&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3519.16
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=jQfJlp-UIAF0znJApioJtZlHRjgdYiMDW99Zvo_3bvTd76lUMEprcpG4nJoPdz9g7u0ZflvnkP_CQRwOZJgpEfHlP1Y&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3569.81
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=4x_dcIWj-g05L5kjBgtpiLVixYoL3qwj5GdQGrrNhQeGSM3mdAzy-2rVoK1FIYD-CBdZy8e0WQA2NXhtiQsWqyDoMik&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3644.36
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=J7XcJg5RWlR1mq8pr7pAXZim_g83E01XebSwfFXWeHB-tfH-EEceD5WHURi-oKx28aakUI9mEwWCGxgkYufN6mZJa74&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3690.62


 

 

God Prefers Losers 

 

Page 12 of 13 

 

sometimes, and I walk around that field and I say the same thing a lot of times. I said, God, it's been a 
constant prayer. I say, God, I want you to do something so wonderful, so magnificent, so amazing at this 
church that everybody that hears about this church, everybody that looks at this church, will only have 
one thing to say that had to be God. Amen. They're not saying, oh, that's where Pastor Branson pastors, 
no. Oh, that's where Pastor Brian is in all these. No, no, no. That had to be God. Amen. Because it's so 
miraculous. I have no idea how the building's gonna get built back there. Have no idea. I've already 
heard from different channels. You know, I have people listening all around. 

(01:03:00): 

People have come to me and they said, pastor, I've already heard a few people say that they don't think 
we're gonna make it. I said, really? That just astounds me. <Laugh> pastor. I've heard a few folks think 
that, you know, $3 million, are you nuts pastor's going off his rocker <laugh>. I know he, I know he is. 
Got a birthday coming up, but it's worse than we thought. <Laugh>. Oh my. Let me tell you, when we 
unveiled this thing, did I think everybody in this church was gonna say, Hey, I know we can do that. No. 
And I say that cause we still have folks here that don't give anything to the Lord and they're ties off. 
They don't believe God. God can do what they, God can do. A lot of people in this church, most people 
in this church know how awesome our God is. Amen? Amen. And we know that if God is in it, nothing 
can stand against it. Amen. Amen. Amen. I want you to do something with me on that respect. I want 
y'all to start praying. And the prayer is this. Lord, I wanna thank you for that gem out there. 

(01:04:24): 

I wanna thank you for it. It's absolutely beautiful, absolutely beautiful. I wanna thank you for those kids 
out there playing basketball on that floor. I want thank you for all the new people in the community that 
are coming like crazy to that gym. And I want to thank you for all the people that their lives of being 
eternally changed through that new gymnasium. Say, pastor, hold on a minute. God hadn't built it yet. 
That's called a prayer of faith. What is faith? The faith is substance of things not seen, but things 
believed. It's like I told Brian before he moved here, pastor, I don't know my house. I said, Brian, start 
thanking Lord that he sold your house. And he said, what? You can ask him this. Well, wait a minute. I 
said, no. He said, nobody's ever said that to me before. I said, it's not original with me. 

(01:05:21): 

Somebody told me this years ago, thank the Lord for selling your house. And he started praying that way 
In less than two weeks, his house was gone. Sold. Done. I said, the house isn't yours anyway. Give it to 
God. God's will is for your house to sell. It's gonna sell. Amen. Amen. Start praying the prayer of faith. 
Our heavenly Father, we thank you for this time we've had tonight. Lord's just been a great time just 
sharing your word. And Lord, we thank you for your Holy Spirit here tonight. We thank you Lord for the 
folks that are here that have put you first this evening, Lord, after it, maybe a long day of work, Lord, 
they've come in here and I thank you for their faithfulness. Thank you for their dedication. Thank you for 
the people that are in the back with Pastor Brian learning through discipleship tonight. 

(01:06:06): 

Continue to bless our church. We ask these things in your name, father Amen. Remember Sunday is I 
love my church day. And folks, were looking for a, a wonderful, wonderful offering. And I sent out a a 
text message, an email. We're sending one out tomorrow about that. But folks come prepared, come 
prepared to really give a great, great offering to the Lord. We really need it. We're behind, we're behind 
a lot already since the 1st of January. So we really need the Lord to come through in a mighty way, and 
we know he will. Saturday is also the heart of the point. If you're working in that Saturday, make sure 
that you're here by eight o'clock and we're gonna have a great, great Saturday of sharing the Lord with 
our community. Okay? God bless y'all. We'll see you later. 
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