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February 12th, 2023 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Thank you for joining us today for Worship!  Special thanks to Shannon Marion for leading us in Worship today as 
Pastor Chris is in the Wisconsin Dells at Quake with the Youth.   
 
Introduction & Welcome by Shannon Marion 
 
Opening Hymn #654 The Church’s One Foundation 
  
Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not 
practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the 
sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING (page 184)   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (page 184)  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY     
 
SPECIAL MUSIC BY THE CHOIR 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Moses said to the people:] See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity. If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 



the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your 
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and 
serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose 
life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in 
the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
The word of our Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 119:1-8 Please read responsively 
 Happy are they whose way is blameless, 
  who follow the teaching of the LORD! 
 Happy are they who observe your decrees 
  and seek you with all their hearts, 
 who never do any wrong, 
  but always walk in your ways. 
 You laid down your commandments, 
  that we should fully keep them.  
 Oh, that my ways were made so direct 
  that I might keep your statutes! 
 Then I should not be put to shame, 
  when I regard all your commandments. 
 I will thank you with a true heart, 
  when I have learned your righteous judgments. 
 I will keep your statutes; 
  do not utterly forsake me.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of 
the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for 
solid food. Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as long as 
there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving 
according to human inclinations? For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I 
belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the 
Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the 
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 
The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive 
wages according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working together; you are 
God’s field, God’s building. The word of our Lord…thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (page 188)  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 The holy gospel according to Matthew…Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



[Jesus said to the disciples:] “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 
‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you 
that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you 
insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will 
be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember 
that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar 
and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 
Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or 
your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be 
thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 
penny. 
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you 
to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your 
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of 
your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 
 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But 
I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes 
her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not swear 
at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or 
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you 
cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything 
more than this comes from the evil one.” This is the Gospel of our Lord…Praise to you O 
Christ.  
 
Children’s’ Sermon 
 
Sermon  

HYMN OF THE DAY #612 Healer of Our Every Ill 

APOSTLES’ CREED (page 105) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: At the end of each prayer, Pastor will say “Merciful God” 
and the Congregation responds “receive our prayer” 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you    
 The Congregation is invited to share God’s peace with one another.  

OFFERING:  Offering plates will be passed throughout the congregation. Offering is an 
opportunity to actively respond to all God has given them by freely giving to support his 
church through the ministries at New Hope Lutheran. Offerings can also be placed in the 
plate in the Narthex of the Church, made online at our website; newhopelutheran.info or 



mailed/dropped off to the Church office anytime. There is a safe security box on the outside 
door/parking lot side at the Blanchardville Site that can be used at any time. 

OFFERING HYMN:  ELW # 186    
Create in me a clean heart  
 
OFFERING PRAYER:   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through 
your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your 
love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (page 191) 
 
Blessing: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ 
bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN:  #885 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
Dismissal:  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

We remember our members & friends recovering from surgery, those with ongoing health concerns, those 
who mourn loved ones, and the homebound; especially Jeff Love, Terry Lockard, Jeff Kurschner, Vladimir 
Glannik & family, Marian Swenson, Jenne O’Connor, Spencer Olson, Karen Beecher, Vicki Hughes, Ryan 

Kurschner, Roger Kittleson, Donna Arneson, Lyle & Audrey Klosterman, John & Mary Carr, Doris Hermanson, 
& Richard & Peggy Gilbertson. 

Thanks to all who assisted us with Worship today 
 

Readers: (B) Chelsea Burkeland (H) Lisa Toay 
Greeters/Ushers: (B) Jerry & Becky Kesler (H) Jay Massey 

Musicians:  Bev Lien, Becky Johnson & Marlys Hittesdorf 
  

Sunday Service Times: 

8:30 a.m. at our Blanchardville Site 

10:30 a.m. at our Hollandale Site 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. at our Hollandale Site 

-------------------------------------------- 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT005131.  New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 
Weekly Events @ New Hope Lutheran 

 
Mon. Feb 13th 

Pastor & Secretary out of office 
4 pm Trustee Mtg @ B 

7:30 p.m. Board of Education Mtg @ H 



Tues. Feb 14th 
Valentine’s Day!  

Pastor Text Study 
Pastor & Secretary in office 12 pm -3 pm 

Wed. Feb. 15th 
Confirmation class 2:30 -3:30 pm @ B 

Choir Rehearsal – 7 pm @ B 
Fri. Feb 17th 

Newsletter Articles for March due to the office 
Sat. Feb. 18th 

Pecatonica Area Food Pantry open 10 am -11 am 
Sun. Feb. 19th 

8:30 a.m. Worship @ Blanchardville 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School @ Hollandale 

10:30 a.m. Worship @ Hollandale 
Mon. Feb 20th 

Pastor is office 9 am. To 12:30 pm 
Secretary in office 9:30 am -12 noon 

Council Meeting @ Parsonage.  
Dinner at 6 pm, with meeting to follow 

 

-Attention Women of New Hope Lutheran- 
 

Funeral Luncheon Contact List:  
 

 We are looking to create a list of women that are willing to help at funerals.  Help could be 
preparing for the luncheon, serving at the luncheon, cleaning-up, etc.  If you’d like to be on 
the list to be contacted when we have a funeral at church, please send an email to Marlys 
Hittesdorf at premiermarlys@yahoo.com or call her at 608-558-8227.  If you send an email 
please include 

o Name 
o Phone 
o Email 
o Availability to help at funerals (i.e. can help on weekends but not during the week; can 

help in the morning but not the afternoon) 

 Ladies, Join in fellowship this Saturday, February 11th at 2 p.m. at the Hollandale 
Site.  Bring something to share.  We’ll play a game and just join together in 
fellowship.  Please let your friends or neighbors know of this, need not be a member 
to join in the conversation and fun.   

 Women of New Hope, the Fellowship Committee has a fun evening scheduled for 
you!  Come to the Blanchardville site on Sunday evening, February 19, 6:00 pm, to 
enjoy a movie combining exotic places, a dashing hero, an eccentric billionaire, 
romance, adventure and lots of comedy.  Bring some munchies to share and 
whatever you would like to drink.   
 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for many more plans from the Women in the coming months!    
We plan to do some sort of fellowship activity on the 2nd Saturdays of the even months of 
the year, & the 3rd Friday evenings on the odd months of the year.  This may be as simple 

as meeting as someone’s house, at church, watching a movie, a craft event… 
maybe sometimes we’ll even invite the men! 



WAYS TO GET INVOLVED: 

 
-Lutheran World Relief Kits Collections: 
Soon it will be time to put together the Lutheran World Relief kits. Instead of doing one big drive for a couple of months, 
we'll do smaller drives throughout the year. Keep an eye out for the "Collections of the Month". For February we're looking 
to collect baby jackets, nail clippers and pencil sharpeners. Drop boxes will be available at each site. Thank you for your help! 
 
-Visit the homebound/nursing home folks of New Hope Lutheran:   We’d love to add to our 
team who make monthly or every other month visits.  Each month, we’d like to be delivering communion to them each 
month, but we need more help. This is not a hard task, but a very rewarding one.  Please reach out to the church office for 
more info.  newhopeoffice@tds.net   Anyone who receives communion in worship, can do this.   
 
-Event planning: We are planning ahead and looking for 1-2 people to Chair the annual Chicken BBQ held in the 
Spring!  

 
What does this entail?  

- Determine the date 
- Reserve the charcoal pit 
- Reserve the Village Hall 
- Contact Pit workers to help grill the Chicken 
- Determine number of Chickens to order 
- Order Chicken 
- Advertise the event in the local news paper and Social Media 
- Apply for Thrivent funds 
- Setup signup Genius 

o Pre-Sell Chicken Dinners 
- Order all product needed for Chicken BBQ dinners 
- Request workers through monthly newsletter and church email communications 

o Create a work schedule 
- Setup serving location the day before the BBQ 
- Determine posters needed or any signage. 

There is a documented process with many details that can be followed along with guidance from the previous chair 
people.  Please contact the office today at 608-523-4239 or newhopeoffice@tds.net or contact Kandi Lockard at 608-
516-2882 if interested in hearing more or if you think you can chair or co-chair this event.   

 

Mission Monday is back in 2023!    
1:00 pm -3:00 pm &  6:00 pm- 8:00 pm 

February 27, March 27, April 24 & May 22 

Mission Monday isn’t just for women.  All ages – men, women and youth – are invited to come 
help.  We’ll be doing plarn mats, cutting/sewing quilts and tying fleece quilts, if we have 

material.  Mission Mondays will be held at the Blanchardville campus in the “Mission Central”   
(the old preschool room) 



 


