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Lent Prayer Project 
7.4.7.4.7 

(Seven Minutes for Seven Days for Seven Weeks) 

A Journey in Ma hew’s Gospel 

Jesus is King. Ma hew’s Gospel is a celebra on of Jesus’ 
Kingship and a call to give our lives in service of the King. 

American preacher, Warren Wiersbe, describes Ma hew’s 
Gospel in two words: “Be Loyal.” 

 

Welcome to the Lent Prayer Project for 2023. 

Lent is the season that draws us to the cross of Christ. This year 
we invite you into Ma hew’s Gospel to encourage us to pray. 
We begin with the Transfigura on in Ma hew 17 and end with 
the resurrec on in Ma hew 28. 

There’s a different theme each week and a different sec on from 
Ma hew’s Gospel each week. These are complemented by other 
Scriptures to help us as we pray. 

Our hope is each of us will discover a deeper rela onship with 
Jesus and a deeper way of praying. We invite you each day to 
follow a pa ern of prayer that may be new to you. This is PPPP. 

First P = we present ourselves to God. We come honestly to him, 
asking him to unveil our “inner world”. We let the Lord bring to 
the surface both the posi ve and nega ve in us. We allow the 
Scripture passage of the day to open our eyes to God’s grace for 
us that day. 

Second P = we ponder with God what the Scripture text says 
about the weekly theme. Are there verses in the Scripture 
passage that lead us to pray prayers of worship and adora on? 
What is God telling you about himself and about how he relates 
to you? 
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Third P = we let the Holy Spirit purge us of wrong thoughts, 
a tudes, and beliefs. We let each day’s Scripture passage show 
us what it means to be pure and holy. We pray asking God’s 
forgiveness and God’s power to lead us closer to Jesus. 

Fourth P = give God the priority. We ask the Lord to show us 
from each day’s Scripture how he can be the most valuable 
treasure in our lives and how this must change our a tude and 
ac ons for the day. 

 

This year’s Lent Prayer Project can be completed individually. 
However, we encourage you to join with one or two others to 
pray each day (by phone, over Zoom, in-person). 

We also encourage you to follow the daily prayer with your 
small group as part of your prayer or sharing me together. At 
the back of this Prayer Guide you will find discussion ideas for 
small groups. 

Above all, let’s be open to the Spirit’s work in our lives during 
these seven weeks as he transforms us and equips us for his 
mission in and through us at Trinity. And to Christ be all the 
glory! 

 

Present 

Ponder 

Purge 

Priority 

Scriptures from New Interna onal Version (2011) 
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Week 1 

February 19 – February 25 
Glory 

Ma hew 17:1-20 

 

February 19 

Ma hew 17:1-8 

A er six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the 
brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the 
light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you 
wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was s ll speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him 
I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, 
terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he 
said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus. 

 

February 20 

Exodus 33:14-23 
14 The L  replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give 

Present  Ponder  Purge  Priority 
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you rest.” 
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, 
do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you 
are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with 
us? What else will dis nguish me and your people from all the 
other people on the face of the earth?” 
17 And the L  said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have 
asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 
18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 
19 And the L  said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front 
of you, and I will proclaim my name, the L , in your presence. I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, 
“you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” 
21 Then the L  said, “There is a place near me where you may 
stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a 
cle  in the rock and cover you with my hand un l I have passed 
by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but 
my face must not be seen.” 

 

February 21 

1 Kings 8:2-11 
2 All the Israelites came together to King Solomon at the me of 
the fes val in the month of Ethanim, the seventh month. 
3 When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the priests took up the 
ark, 4 and they brought up the ark of the L  and the tent of 
mee ng and all the sacred furnishings in it. The priests and 
Levites carried them up, 5 and King Solomon and the en re 
assembly of Israel that had gathered about him were before the 
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ark, sacrificing so many sheep and ca le that they could not be 
recorded or counted. 
6 The priests then brought the ark of the L ’s covenant to its 
place in the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy 
Place, and put it beneath the wings of the cherubim. 7 The 
cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and 
overshadowed the ark and its carrying poles. 8 These poles were 
so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front 
of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place; and 
they are s ll there today. 9 There was nothing in the ark except 
the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, 
where the L  made a covenant with the Israelites a er they 
came out of Egypt. 
10 When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled 
the temple of the L . 11 And the priests could not perform their 
service because of the cloud, for the glory of the L  filled his 
temple. 
 
 
February 22 Ash Wednesday 

Psalm 19:7-14 
7 The law of the L  is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the L  are trustworthy, 
    making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the L  are right, 
    giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the L  are radiant, 
    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the L  is pure, 
    enduring forever. 
The decrees of the L  are firm, 
    and all of them are righteous. 

Present  Ponder  Purge  Priority 
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10 They are more precious than gold, 
    than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
    than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? 
    Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; 
    may they not rule over me. 
Then I will be blameless, 
    innocent of great transgression. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this medita on of my heart 
    be pleasing in your sight, L , my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 
 
February 23 

John 13:31-38 
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is 
glorified and God is glorified in him. 32  If God is glorified in him,
[c] God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a li le longer. You will look 
for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am 
going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you 
will follow later.” 
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37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down 
my life for you.” 
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for 
me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three mes! 

 

February 24 

2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in 
le ers on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not 
look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory 
though it was, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more 
glorious? 9 If the ministry that brought condemna on was 
glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings 
righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now in 
comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was 
transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that 
which lasts! 
12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We 
are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent 
the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing 
away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same 
veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been 
removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this 
day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But 
whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now 
the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate
[a] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit. 

Present  Ponder  Purge  Priority 
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February 25 

Ma hew 17:9-20 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed 
them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, un l the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.” 10 The disciples asked him, 
“Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 
first?” 11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore 
all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did 
not recognize him, but have done to him everything they 
wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their 
hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to 
them about John the Bap st. 
14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and 
knelt before him. 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He 
has seizures and is suffering greatly. He o en falls into the fire or 
into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could 
not heal him.” 17 “You unbelieving and perverse 
genera on,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How 
long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Jesus 
rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was 
healed at that moment. 
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why 
couldn’t we drive it out?” 20 He replied, “Because you have so 
li le faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard 
seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 
and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
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Week 2 

February 26—March 4 
Welcome 

Ma hew 17:22-18:20 

 

February 26 

Ma hew 18:1-4 
1 At that me the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
2 He called a li le child to him, and placed the child among 
them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and 
become like li le children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly posi on of this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

February 27 

John 1:9-18 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Present  Ponder  Purge  Priority 
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15 (John tes fied concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the 
one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes a er me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already 
given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the 
one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 
rela onship with the Father, has made him known. 

 

February 28 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 
7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the 
towns of the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be 
hardhearted or gh isted toward them. 8 Rather, be 
openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need. 9 Be 
careful not to harbor this wicked thought: “The seventh year, the 
year for canceling debts, is near,” so that you do not show ill 
will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them 
nothing. They may then appeal to the Lord against you, and you 
will be found guilty of sin. 10 Give generously to them and do so 
without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God 
will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your 
hand to. 11 There will always be poor people in the land. 
Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow 
Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 

 

March 1 

1 Kings 8:41-43 
41 “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel 
but has come from a distant land because of your name— 42 for 
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they will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and 
your outstretched arm—when they come and pray toward this 
temple, 43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do 
whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the 
earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own people 
Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your 
Name. 

 

March 2 

Romans 15:1-11 
1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 
weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our 
neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even Christ did 
not please himself but, as it is wri en: “The insults of those who 
insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For everything that was wri en in 
the past was wri en to teach us, so that through the endurance 
taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we 
might have hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 
you the same a tude of mind toward each other that Christ 
Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order 
to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, 
moreover, that the Gen les might glorify God for his mercy. As it 
is wri en: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gen les; I will sing the 
praises of your name.” 

Present  Ponder  Purge  Priority 
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10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gen les, with his people.” 11 And 
again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gen les; let all the peoples extol 
him.” 

March 3 

Levi cus 19:9-10 
9 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the 
very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second me or pick up 
the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the 
foreigner. I am the Lord your God.’” 

 

March 4 

Hebrews 13:1-3 
1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not 
forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some 
people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing 
it. 3 Con nue to remember those in prison as if you were together 
with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you 
yourselves were suffering. 
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Week 3 

March 5—11 
Forgiveness 

Ma hew 18:21-19:12 

March 5 

Ma hew 18:21-35 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many mes 
shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to 
seven mes?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven mes, but seventy-seven 

mes. 23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
wanted to se le accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the 
se lement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was 
brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had 
be sold to repay the debt. 26 At this the servant fell on his knees 
before him. ‘Be pa ent with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 
everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled 
the debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him 
and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded. 29 His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 
‘Be pa ent with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 But he refused. 
Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison un l he 
could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had 
happened, they were outraged and went and told their master 
everything that had happened. 
32 Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he 
said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me 
to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as 
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I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the 
jailers to be tortured, un l he should pay back all he owed. 
35 This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless 
you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

March 6 

Genesis 50:15-21 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they 
said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back 
for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, 
saying, “Your father le  these instruc ons before he died: 17 ‘This 
is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 
brothers the sins and the wrongs they commi ed in trea ng you 
so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God 
of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 
18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before 
him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of 
God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your 
children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

March 7 

Ephesians 4:29-32 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
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redemp on. 31 Get rid of all bi erness, rage and anger, brawling 
and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you. 

 

March 8 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 
5 If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he 
has grieved all of you to some extent—not to put it too 
severely. 6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is 
sufficient. 7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort 
him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I 
urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 9 Another 
reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be 
obedient in everything. 10 Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And 
what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have 
forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that 
Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his 
schemes. 

 

March 9 

Mark 11:22-25 
22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if 
anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say 
will happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, 
whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, 
and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold 
anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in 
heaven may forgive you your sins.”  
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March 10 

Colossians 3:12-14 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and pa ence. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity.  

 

March 11 

Mark 15:27-32; Luke 23:32-34 
27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on 
his le . [28]  29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking 
their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross 
and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved 
others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this 
Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that 
we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped 
insults on him. 

 
32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to 
be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, 
they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his 
right, the other on his le . 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his 
clothes by cas ng lots.  
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Week 4 

March 12—18 
Sacrifice 

Ma hew 19:12-30 

 

March 12 

Ma hew 19:16-30 
16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what 
good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus 
replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, 
keep the commandments.” 
18 “Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied, “‘You shall not 
murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 
shall not give false tes mony, 19 honor your father and 
mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I s ll 
lack?” 21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because 
he had great wealth. 23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I 
tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished 
and asked, “Who then can be saved?” 26 Jesus looked at them 
and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 
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are possible.” 27 Peter answered him, “We have le  everything to 
follow you! What then will there be for us?” 
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, 
when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has le  houses or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my 
sake will receive a hundred mes as much and will inherit eternal 
life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last 
will be first.22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven mes, but 
seventy-seven mes. 23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who wanted to se le accounts with his servants. 24 As he 
began the se lement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags 
of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the 
master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that 
he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 At this the servant fell on his 
knees before him. ‘Be pa ent with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 
back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, 
canceled the debt and let him go. 

 

March 13  

Genesis 22:1-19 
1 Some me later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
“Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your 
son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region 
of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I 
will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. 
He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he 
had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the 
place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham 
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looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his 
servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over 
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on 
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the 
two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his 
father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” 
Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the 
burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham 
built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his 
son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But 
the angel of the L  called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! 
Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he 
said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only 
son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught 
by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place 
The L  Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the 
mountain of the L  it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the L  called to Abraham from heaven a second 

me 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the L , that 
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
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seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the ci es of 
their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all na ons on earth 
will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off 
together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. 

 

March 14 

Hebrews 10:1-17 
1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—
not the reali es themselves. For this reason it can never, by the 
same sacrifices repeated endlessly year a er year, make 
perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they 
not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have 
been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty 
for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of 
sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins. 

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice 
and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 
6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is wri en about me in the scroll—I 
have come to do your will, my God.’” 

8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—
though they were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he 
said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the 
first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been 
made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 
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11 Day a er day every priest stands and performs his religious 
du es; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all 

me one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God, 13 and since that me he waits for his enemies to be made 
his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. 

15 The Holy Spirit also tes fies to us about this. First he says: 

16 “This is the covenant I will make with them 
    a er that me, says the Lord. 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
    and I will write them on their minds.” 

17 Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no 
more.” 

 

March 15 

Romans 12:1-3 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pa ern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think 
of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of 
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God 
has distributed to each of you. 
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March 16 

Haggai 1:1-11 
1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth 
month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to 
Zerubbabel son of Sheal el, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son 
of Jozadak, the high priest: 
2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The 

me has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’” 
3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet 
Haggai: 4 “Is it a me for you yourselves to be living in your 
paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 
5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful 
thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested 
li le. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have 
your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn 
wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 
7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to 
your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring down 

mber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and 
be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but see, it 
turned out to be li le. What you brought home, I blew away. 
Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which 
remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own 
house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have 
withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a 
drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new 
wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on 
people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 
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March 17 

Luke 9:23-27 
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow 
me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their 
very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in 
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste 
death before they see the kingdom of God.” 

 

March 18 

Malachi 3:6-12 
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are 
not destroyed. 7 Ever since the me of your ancestors you have 
turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to 
me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In thes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole 
na on—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole 

the into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will 
prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your 
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fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says 
the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the na ons will call you 
blessed, for yours will be a deligh ul land,” says 
the Lord Almighty. 

 

 

Week 5 

March 19—25 
Grace 

Ma hew 20:1-16 

 

March 19 

Ma hew 20:1-16 
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed 
to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others 
standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You 
also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the a ernoon 
and did the same thing. 6 About five in the a ernoon he went out 
and found s ll others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why 
have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to 
them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
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8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning 
with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the a ernoon came 
and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were 
hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them 
also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last 
worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the 
heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, 
friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay 
and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I 
gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own 
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

March 20  

Romans 5:12-21 
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, 
because all sinned— 
13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but 
sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no 
law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the me of Adam to the 

me of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a 
command, as did Adam, who is a pa ern of the one to come. 
15 But the gi  is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the 
trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and 
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the gi  that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gi  of God be 
compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment 
followed one sin and brought condemna on, but the gi  
followed many trespasses and brought jus fica on. 17 For if, by 
the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one 
man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gi  of righteousness reign in 
life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 
18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemna on 
for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in 
jus fica on and life for all people. 19 For just as through the 
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so 
also through the obedience of the one man the many will be 
made righteous. 
20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might 
increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the 
more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might 
reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 

March 21 

Levi cus 25: 8-17; Luke 4: 16-21 
8 “‘Count off seven sabbath years—seven mes seven years—so 
that the seven sabbath years amount to a period of forty-nine 
years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth 
day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the 
trumpet throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fi ieth year and 
proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall 
be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family 
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property and to your own clan. 11 The fi ieth year shall be a 
jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself 
or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be 
holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the fields. 
13 “‘In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to their own 
property. 
14 “‘If you sell land to any of your own people or buy land from 
them, do not take advantage of each other. 15 You are to buy 
from your own people on the basis of the number of years since 
the Jubilee. And they are to sell to you on the basis of the 
number of years le  for harves ng crops. 16 When the years are 
many, you are to increase the price, and when the years are few, 
you are to decrease the price, because what is really being sold 
to you is the number of crops. 17 Do not take advantage of each 
other, but fear your God. I am the Lord your God. 

 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 
the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 
wri en:  
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the a endant and 
sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened 
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on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.”  

 

March 22 

Romans 3:21-26 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been 
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets tes fy. 22 This 
righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gen le, 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 
jus fied freely by his grace through the redemp on that came by 
Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by 
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had le  the sins commi ed beforehand 
unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 
present me, so as to be just and the one who jus fies those who 
have faith in Jesus.  

 

March 23 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in 
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 
now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived 
among them at one me, gra fying the cravings of our flesh and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
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nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the 
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gi  of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

March 24 

Luke 7:36-50 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with 
him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the 
table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that 
Jesus was ea ng at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with 
an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she 
wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 
them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is 
touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.” 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
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41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed 
him five hundred denarii, and the other fi y. 42 Neither of them 
had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. 
Now which of them will love him more?” 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any 
water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, 
from the me I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You 
did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my 
feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—
as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven li le 
loves li le.” 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this 
who even forgives sins?” 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.” 

 

March 25 

2 Chronicles 7:11-18 
11 When Solomon had finished the temple of the Lord and the 
royal palace, and had succeeded in carrying out all he had in 
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mind to do in the temple of the Lord and in his own 
palace, 12 the Lord appeared to him at night and said: 

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for 
myself as a temple for sacrifices. 
13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or 
command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my 
people, 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be 
open and my ears a en ve to the prayers offered in this 
place. 16 I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my 
Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be 
there. 
17 “As for you, if you walk before me faithfully as David your 
father did, and do all I command, and observe my decrees and 
laws, 18 I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with 
David your father when I said, ‘You shall never fail to have a 
successor to rule over Israel.’  

 

Week 6  

March 26—April 1 

Servanthood 

Ma hew 20:17-34 

March 26 

Ma hew 20:17-19 
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17 Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the 
Twelve aside and said to them, 18 “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to 
death 19 and will hand him over to the Gen les to be mocked and 
flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”  

 
 
March 27 

Isaiah 52:13-53:3 
13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and li ed up 
and highly exalted. 14 Just as there were many who were 
appalled at him—his appearance was so disfigured beyond that 
of any human being and his form marred beyond human 
likeness—15 so he will sprinkle many na ons, and kings will shut 
their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they 
will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand. 
 
1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of  
the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or 
majesty to a ract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we 
should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a 
man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom 
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low 
esteem. 
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March 28 

 Isaiah 53:4-12 
4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniqui es; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 6We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its 
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By 
oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his 
genera on protested? For he was cut off from the land of the 
living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9 He 
was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth. 
 
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see 
his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will 
prosper in his hand. 11 A er he has suffered, he will see the 
light of life and be sa sfied; by his knowledge my righteous 
servant will jus fy many, and he will bear their iniqui es. 
12 Therefore I will give him a por on among the great, and he will 
divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life 
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unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he 
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 
 
March 29 

Ma hew 20:20-28 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons 
and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21 “What is it you 
want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of 
mine may sit at your right and the other at your le  in your 
kingdom.” 
 
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to 
them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” 
they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from 
my cup, but to sit at my right or le  is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my 
Father.” 
 
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the 
two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know 
that the rulers of the Gen les lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
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March 30 
Philippians 2:5-11 

5 In your rela onships with one another, have the same mindset 
as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
March 31 

Ma hew 20:29-34 
29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd 
followed him. 30 Two blind men were si ng by the roadside, and 
when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, 
Son of David, have mercy on us!” 
31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they 
shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 
32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do 
for you?” he asked. 
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33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.” 34 Jesus had 
compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they 
received their sight and followed him. 
 
April 1 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposi on from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

Week 7  

April 2—9 (including Easter Sunday) 

Jesus 

Ma hew 21:1—28:10 

April 2 

Ma hew 21:1-17 

Welcoming Jesus—Palm Sunday 
1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to 
the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey ed 
there, with her colt by her. Un e them and bring them to me. 3 If 
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anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and 
he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They 
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them 
for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was s rred and 
asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were 
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is 
wri en,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” 
14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he 
healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shou ng in 
the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were 
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indignant. 
16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. 
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, ‘From the lips of 
children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” 
17 And he le  them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he 
spent the night. 

 

April 3 

Ma hew 21:18-27 

Submi ng to Jesus—Holy Monday 
18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, 
he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it 
but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May 
you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered. 
20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the 
fig tree wither so quickly?” they asked. 21 Jesus replied, “Truly I 
tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do 
what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be 
done. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in 
prayer.” 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, 
the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By 
what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And 
who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you 
one ques on. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. 25 John’s bap sm—where did it come 
from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 
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They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if 
we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We 
don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

 

April 4 

Ma hew 22:41-46 

Recognizing Jesus—Holy Tuesday 
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked 
them, 42 “What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is 
he?” 

“The son of David,” they replied. 
43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the 
Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says, 
44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 
un l I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 45 If then David calls 
him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”  46 No one could say a word in 
reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more 
ques ons. 

 

April 5 

Ma hew 25:31-46 

Serving Jesus—Holy Wednesday 
31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the na ons will 
be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
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from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
le . 
34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the crea on of the world. 35 For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 
me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked a er me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 Then he will say to those on his le , ‘Depart from me, you who 
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and 
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look a er me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and 
did not help you?’ 
45 He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one 
of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 
46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life. 
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April 6 

Ma hew 26:17-30 

Remembering Jesus—Maundy Thursday 
17 On the first day of the Fes val of Unleavened Bread, the 
disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to 
make prepara ons for you to eat the Passover?” 
18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The 
Teacher says: My appointed me is near. I am going to celebrate 
the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the 
Twelve. 21 And while they were ea ng, he said, “Truly I tell you, 
one of you will betray me.” 22 They were very sad and began to 
say to him one a er the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Lord?” 23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into 
the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as 
it is wri en about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son 
of Man! It would be be er for him if he had not been born.” 
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you 
don’t mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
26 While they were ea ng, Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from 
now on un l that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” 
30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 
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April 7 

Ma hew 27:32-56 

Piercing Jesus—Good Friday 
32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named 
Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a 
place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the 
skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with 
gall; but a er tas ng it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had 
crucified him, they divided up his clothes by cas ng lots. 36 And 
si ng down, they kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head 
they placed the wri en charge against him: this is Jesus, the king 
of the Jews. 
38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on 
his le . 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking 
their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from 
the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 “He 
saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king 
of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he 
wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way 
the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on 
him. 
45 From noon un l three in the a ernoon darkness came over all 
the land. 46 About three in the a ernoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s 
calling Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. 
He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to 
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Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to save him.” 50 And when Jesus had cried out again 
in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bo om. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs 
broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were 
raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs a er Jesus’ 
resurrec on and went into the holy city and appeared to many 
people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were 
guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, 
they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of 
God!” 55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. 
They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his 
needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

 

April 8 

Ma hew 27:57-66 

Burying Jesus—Easter Saturday 
57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of 
Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 
ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that 
he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the 
entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary were si ng there opposite the tomb. 
62 The next day, the one a er Prepara on Day, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we 
remember that while he was s ll alive that deceiver said, ‘A er 
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three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to 
be made secure un l the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may 
come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 
raised from the dead. This last decep on will be worse than the 
first.” 
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as 
secure as you know how.” 66 So they went and made the tomb 
secure by pu ng a seal on the stone and pos ng the guard. 

 

April 9 

Ma hew 28:1-10 

Celebra ng Jesus—Easter Sunday 
1 A er the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as 
snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men. 
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, 
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Gree ngs,” he 
said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 
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Discussion Ideas for Small Groups 

We invite small groups to share in this Lenten prayer 
journey by discussing together the suggested 
Scriptures.  Simply share your experiences of reading 
and praying, and share what God has been s rring in 
your hearts (even if what's "s rring" is just the 
frustra on of trying to do this!). 
 
1. In the past seven days, which of the daily readings 

made the most impact on you, and why? 
2. What ques ons or difficul es were s rred up for 

you in the past seven days of Bible reading and 
prayer?  

3. What is one thing did you no ced about the 
character of Jesus/God in the past seven days 
of Bible readings? 

4. In the past seven days of Bible readings and 
prayers, what is one thing you no ced about how 
God wants us to respond to Him? 

5. During the past seven days, did God put something 
on your heart as you prayed? 

6. How can we (your small group) pray for you in the 
week ahead? 
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If your group meets mid-week, it is fine to discuss parts 
of two different weeks in the Lenten guide book. We 
recommend always referring to the seven days leading 
up to your mee ng day. 
 
As always, your discussion will flow much more easily if 
group members prepare their responses before your 
group meets. 
Thank you for going on this Lenten journey with us -- 
and may we all journey with Jesus!  


