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FIRE



ROMANs 1:16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because 
it is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, 
then to the Gentile



Romans 12:9-21



Romans 12:9-21



Romans 12:9-21



Romans 12:9-13
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling 

to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord's 
people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 



Romans 12:11
Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord. 



Zeal = “spoude”
earnestness in 
accomplishing, promoting, 
or striving after anything; 
enthusiasm, diligence



fervor = “Zeo”
To boil with heat, be 
hot



Zeal –> fervor = fire!



• The Word!  Jeremiah his word is like a fire! 

• But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to 
me was not in vain. No, I worked harder than all of 
them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 
(1Cor 15:10)

• “To those selling doves He said, “Get these out of here! 
How dare you turn My Father’s house into a marketplace!” 
His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for Your 
house will consume Me.”” ( John 2:16-17)



Romans 12:9-13
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling 

to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord's 
people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 



How on FIRE for God are you today?



Romans 12:12
Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, 

faithful in prayer. 



Romans 12:13
Share with the 
Lord's people who 
are in need. 
Practice hospitality. 



Spiritual Fuel 



Joyful in Hope
• “people who believe in the resurrection, in God 
making a whole new world in which everything will 
be set right at last, are unstoppably motivated to 
work for that new world in the present.”
• ― N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope

• “Hope is what you get when you suddenly realize 
that a different worldview is possible, a worldview 
in which the rich, the powerful, and the 
unscrupulous do not after all have the last word.”
• ― N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope







Joyful in hope
• “I still love being a black woman.

• I love being a black woman loved 
by God.

• I love being a black woman loved 
by my husband.

• I love being a black woman with 
purpose and resources that we have 
used to start a school in West Africa 
where African history is at the 
center, and children are learning to 
speak and assert their powerful 
thoughts with confidence.”



Patient in affliction

• My dad is clearly a black man and my mom is clearly 
a white woman. But for as long as I can remember, 
I’ve eventually been met with the same question by 
nearly every person I’ve ever met: “So, what are you?” 
As if my ethnicity was a gameshow question with a 
million-dollar prize.

• The answer to the question “what does it mean to 
be black” is not to change how I speak, to change how 
I act, or to modify anything else about myself, but to 
be black is to be clothed in Christ with robes that were 
tailor-made for me and me alone.



Faithful in prayer
• used his graphic skill and influence as 
student body president to remove racist 
confederate symbols from his high 
school logo
• My hope in humanity was at an all-
time low, not believing that we would 
ever “just get along” with each other as 
Rodney King had pleaded.
• I was amazed. — blacks, whites, 
Asians, and Latinos all worshiping 
together, and genuinely appearing to 
love one another. 



Share with God’s People
Who are in need



Practice 
hospitality



Has the Gospel lit a fire in you?
What fuel do you need to add?


