
 

 

Parish Synthesis of the People of God of St Philip Neri  
for the Diocesan Phase of the 2021-2023 Synod 

 
Introduction 
The National Synthesis was released by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) on Sept. 19, 2022.  The USCCB report was generated after review of over 22,000 
reports from individual parishes and other groups.  Although not every group, parish, or 
diocese kept statistics, from those that did, there were over 30,000 opportunities to 
participate in the Synod through in-person and virtual listening sessions as well as online 
surveys. An estimated 700,000 people participated in the diocesan phase of the Synod in the 
United States.  There are an estimated 66.8 million Catholics which reflects about one 
hundredth of one percent of the members who actually participated.  A copy of the full report 
is available on our parish website.  
 
While there are differing points of view about this Synod, a common thread throughout the 
various reports was that parishes hoped to continue to build on the foundation that has been 
established in the synodal listening sessions.  At St. Philip Neri (SPN) parish we had a higher 
level of participation than was experienced across the nation, about five times the national 
rate.  Approximately 90 participants came to the listening sessions and SPN has 1697 
registered families. This represents about a twentieth of one percent of our parish families.  
As editors of this report, we hope this parish-level synthesis may be used to help better serve 
our parishioners and community. 
 
The structure of this report follows the outline of the national-level report.  There are more 
details in this parish-level report specific to the answers collected by SPN participants than 
is possible for the national-level synthesis.  A summary of possible initiatives and 
improvements for SPN, which is gleaned from the many suggestions of parish participants, 
is added at Section C.  
 
 
A.  Enhancing Communion and Participation at SPN Parish 
Specific topics repeatedly arose during the synodal sessions.  The comments pointed to the 
fact that participants desire to draw closer to God and each other through a deeper 
knowledge of Scripture, prayer, and sacramental celebrations, especially the Eucharist.   
 
 1.  Sacramental Life…multiple comments were about the Eucharist as the source of 
hope and expressed great joy when experiencing the True Presence of Christ in the Church.  
Additionally, there were many comments about how the celebration of Mass helps us feel 
God the most; having a more authentic celebration of the Sacraments which leads to a deeper 
spiritual relationship; longings to serve at Mass; joy that the church stays with authentic 
tradition with rites and rituals; and that we are afforded opportunities during the week to 
have daily Mass and receive communion.   
 
There were some concerns voiced with regards to…sincere people feeling excluded from the 
Eucharist because of life’s circumstances; Catholics not attending Mass; lowering of the age 
of Confirmation to a point where the confirmed cannot make the decision for themselves; 



 

 

not seeing many of the younger generation in numbers at Mass; and the need for more 
evangelization opportunities. 
 
 2.  Welcoming Church…many viewed SPN as a vibrant community of people that 
support each other in the various circumstances of life.  Numerous comments denoted the 
devotion of the Pastor and the deacons demonstrating that they care about each parishioner.  
Furthermore, comments reflected the feeling of being at home in the Parish; experiencing a 
sense of calm/well-being that comes from nowhere else; a feeling of belonging with 
likeminded faith-filled people.  Some concerns were…a fear that we are losing connection 
with the youth…could be more welcoming to new parishioners; and a lack of faith formation 
direction for our high school young people.    
 
 
B.  Ongoing Formation for Mission at SPN Parish 
Many made clear the importance of evangelization as we continue to live out SPN’s mission, 
to answer Christ’s call to discipleship through word, sacrament and service, proclaiming 
God’s hope and love to all.  Comments from SPN participants of every age and demographic 
group spoke of the need for more opportunities for Bible study, courses, lectures and small- 
group discussions.  Some comments asked for retreats and other opportunities to pray and 
reflect together which could help provide encouragement in individual spiritual lives.  These 
comments reflect a longing among SPN laity for additional ways to have a meaningful 
encounter with Jesus Christ.   
 
 1.  Communication…comments expressed need for more/better communication to 
reduce the spread of misinformation and help with transparency.  Several reflected on the 
importance of clear communication, especially using digital technology for reaching out to 
SPN laity and engaging young people.  Key among the observations was a need for 
transparency in all aspects of parish life.  For example…transparency in the sex abuse crisis, 
transparency in making difficult decisions, transparency in financial matters, transparency 
in admitting when something goes wrong, transparency in planning and  transparency in 
leadership.  The laity’s belief is that transparency brings accountability which many people 
feel is lacking in the Church.  In order for SPN to be a trustworthy parish, transparency is 
going to need to be an essential component in every level and aspect.     
 
 2.  Co-Responsibility…comments reflected an appreciation for the role of the SPN 
laity.  Many long for opportunities that can better utilize the talents and knowledge of the 
laity.  Some expressed appreciation of open Parish Council meetings, and the pastor asking 
for ideas on how to improve the parish and the need for more outreach.   A number of 
comments voiced concern over the shortage of priests and the danger of burnout due to 
administrative duties.  A great deal of what must be done in our parish does not require Holy 
Orders and many of our laity have administrative and organizational skills.  The laity could 
relieve some of the burden, freeing the priest to be available to develop relationships with 
people of the parish.  This reflects something both our pastor and laity seem to desire.   
 
 
 



 

 

C.  Engaging Discernment at SPN Parish 
The Holy Spirit is the principal agent of discernment and leads us together to gaze upon the 
face of Christ in one another.   
It is a simple practice of gathering, praying together, and listening to one another.  Comments 
reflect an expressed desire for opportunities to meet and listen to one another.  In that way 
perceptions become more realistic and less based on rumors.  The value of simply listening 
was clearly evident during the SPN Synod process.  People were able to speak honestly on 
controversial topics without fear of rejection.  Now that we have received input from the 
laity, we need to be open to new ideas and new ways of doing things but within Catholic 
doctrine.  That will require an understanding of what is central to the identity of the Church, 
diocese, and parish; and to what changes can help us grow rather than feeling stalled.   
 
The following are suggestions/recommendations from SPN participants for possible 
improvements for our Parish:  
 
 1.  Recommendations for laity to consider…Personally reach out and ask someone to 
help/volunteer for Parish activities/ministries;   sign up for an hour in Adoration Chapel; 
Bible Study participation; pray the Rosary and Chaplets; receive the rite of reconciliation; 
discuss church with family/friends who may be ambivalent about church; start a SPN Book 
Club to foster fellowship; volunteer to help activate/update the SPN Library; and seek a 
spiritual director.    
 
 2.  Recommendations for Parish Council to implement…Gain a better understanding 
of how to support the Pastor’s vision for SPN and assist as necessary; seek ways to help the 
Pastor reduce administrative tasks; encourage feedback from laity on how to improve the 
parish; continue to have open parish council meetings; research and compile a list of local 
spiritual directors available for interested SPN members; consider ways to promote better 
communication in the parish between the pastor and people.   
 
 
 3.  Recommendations for Ministry Leads to implement…Continue to plan events to 
foster fellowship among our laity and community; continue Bible study groups and 
opportunities for deeper spiritual conversations; plan some social events for the young 
people (20-40 yrs. old) and for teens; leverage technology to include social media for 
ministry news/updates/events; conduct surveys on a parish level for the respective SPN 
ministries; host classes/forums that are educational around “why” we do certain things in 
the church and include topics for young people;  continue to encourage vocations for 
priesthood, deacons, nuns, and sisters especially to our youth and young people; consider 
parish missions on different topics such as prayers and marriage; consider offering the 
“Theology of the Body” course for our youth and young adults.  
 
 
Prepared by:  Cameron Bowser and Beverly Plosa Bowser for Father Anthony, Pastor SPN 
Parish 


