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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 

 In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly 
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We 
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as 
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years.  Some of the songs we 
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also 
have sung in their day.  And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep 
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen 
for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today.  We hope your heart will 
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a 
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.   
 After the service, please stick around.  Have a cup of coffee or a bite to 
eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor. There 
are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand your spirit. 
Try one out. You never know—you just might be home! 
 

Children are welcome at all services!  It is important for families to 
worship together.  Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or still, for 
we are glad to have children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—
as part of our community and worship life!  After all… as an old saying goes, 
“faith is caught, not taught!”  
 

 Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door  
 at the front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room). 
 

 Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining  
 from flash photography. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion:  
All are welcome, including children, to 
share in the feast at Christ’s table.  We 
usually celebrate Communion on the 
first Sunday of each month, as well as 
on certain other holy days.    
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  We 
gladly offer the sign and seal of God’s 
grace in the waters of baptism, both to 
children and adults of any age.  For more 
information, contact the minister. 

The language of worship is rich and 
diverse, and yet always inadequate to 
express the fullness of the divine.  In 
our worship, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive 
imagery for the divine, while respecting 
the poetry and imagery of texts handed 
down to us from the ages.  Honouring 
our diversity, in those places where we 
speak or sing together, worshippers 
may use language with which they are 
comfortable or familiar.

  

W 
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The 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
“It is cynicism and fear that freeze life; it is faith that thaws it out, releases it, sets 
it free.” 

— Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), American liberal Baptist pastor     
 

As you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk ‘*’ 
 

Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices, and be mindful of those 
who wish to use the prelude as a time of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship. 

 

 

GATHERING  모임 
The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude  전주      Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
 
Greeting  인사    The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  예배 초 점화 
 
Call to Worship  예배로 부름  inspired by Psalm 119 
 One: Happy are those whose footsteps follow the way of the Lord— 
 Many: the path of justice and mercy that draws us toward wholeness. 
 One: Happy are those whose hearts delight in the law of the Lord— 
 Many: teachings that root us in love, sustain us in hope,  

and nurture generous spirits within us 
 One: Happy are our souls when we gather to worship the Living Lord— 
 Many: the Fountainhead of Grace, the Giver of Life. 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Voices United #220 
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* Prayer of the Day  오늘의 기도  
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: Almighty God, you gave the 

law to guide our lives.  May we 
never shrink from your 
commandments, but as we are 
taught by your Son Jesus, fulfil 
the law in perfect love; 
through Christ our Lord and 
Master, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

전능하신 하나님, 하나님께서 
율법을 주심으로 우리 삶을 
인도하셨습니다. 우리로 하여금 
주님의 계명으로부터 멀어지지 
않게 하시고, 오히려 성자 
예수께서 가르치신 대로 완전한 
사랑으로 율법을 완성하게 
하소서. 이제와 영원토록 성부와 
성령과 함께 한 하나님으로 살아 
계시고 다스리실 우리 주 
그리스도의 이름으로 기도합니다. 
아멘. 

 
* The Peace  평화의 인사 
 One: 그리스도의 평화가 당신과 함께 하시기를. 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
   All are invited to share signs of Christ’s peace with those around them. 
 
Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together  교회소식 

 
WORD  말씀 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Anthem — “The Light of the World” by Besig & Price The Choir 
 

Jesus is the Light of the World, He is the Light of the World,  
He is the Light of the World. Hallelujah! 

Jesus is the Light of the World and we will follow Him:  
Jesus is the Light of the World! Hallelujah! 

Where there is trouble, no need to go astray. He will shine. Yes, He will shine. 
Jesus will help you find your way.  

He will shine. Yes, He will shine. Take His hand, let Him lead.  
You’ll find that when you follow Jesus He will set you free.  

Keep Him in your life and let Him Shine! 
He is the Light of the World, He is the Light of the World. Hallelujah! 

Where there is darkness, no need to be afraid. Jesus will bring a brighter day. 
He will shine. Yes, He will shine. Follow Him, strong and true.  

Just take a look at what the power of His love can do.  
Keep Him in your life and let Him shine! 

He is the Light of the World, he is the Light of the World. Hallelujah!  
He will shine, shine, shine!  

Light of the World, He is the Light of the World. Jesus is the Light of the World! 
 
The Early Word  어린이 설교 
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* Hymn  찬송 — “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” More Voices #10  
  
First Reading  성경봉독 — selections from Matthew 5:17-48  pew bibles NT p. 4 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of 
righteousness that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations. 

 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading  성경봉독 — Deuteronomy 30:15-20 pew bibles OT p. 186 

The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice.  Life and prosperity will 
come to the faithful; loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedience.  
Choosing life entails loving and holding fast to the Lord.  Life in God’s presence 
presupposes the promise made to the ancestors. 

 

 IN ENGLISH        IN KOREAN 
 after the reading:       after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life.  One: 아멘 (Amen). 
 Many: Thanks be to God.    Many:  아멘 (Amen). 
 
Sermon  설교 — “Perfect?” 
 

 a time of quiet follows the sermon 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “O Christ, the Word Incarnate” Voices United #499 

 
RESPONSE  응답 

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering 
 
Responding with our Gifts  봉헌  
 

Many ways to give!  We welcome your offering in the way that works 
for you:  by cash or cheque in the offering plates, through automatic 
monthly gifts via Pre-Authorized Remittance (contact the office to 
enrol), by free eTransfer from your bank account (to 
cloverdalepastoralcharge@gmail.com), or by credit card via 
CanadaHelps.org (service fees apply).  Want to give right now but 
don’t have cash or cheque?  Scan the QR Code → to be taken to our 
CanadaHelps page. 

 

Prayer Requests — As the morning offering is collected: 
– in-person worshippers can share prayer petitions (thanksgivings and intercessions, 

joys and concerns) on the purple-topped prayer request cards found in the pew 
racks and place them the offering plates as they are passed. 

– live-via-Zoom online worshippers are welcome to submit prayer petitions 
(thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns) in the Zoom “chat” feature. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC  Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
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 * PRESENTING OUR GIFTS  경배 찬양: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” V.U. #543 

 

 

 
 

 * PRAYER OF DEDICATION  감사기도 
 Many: Divine Gardener,  

you give growth to our seeds and to the towering forest trees; 
you raise to abundant life that which seems dead. 
We thank you for each opportunity  
to choose blessing and life 
rather than bondage and death. 
All that we bring—the gifts we offer and our very selves— 
are the fruit of the life you place with in us; 
bless them and us by your Spirit, so that we might use them 
to partner with you in all the places 
where you are sowing newness, mercy, and joy. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  회중기도와 주기도 
 Many: Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the Kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

하늘에 계신 우리 아버지여, 

이름이 거룩히 여김을 

받으시오며, 나라이 임하옵시며, 
뜻이 하늘에서 이룬 것같이 

땅에서도 이루어지이다. 오늘날 

우리에게 일용할 양식을 

주옵시고, 우리가 우리에게 죄 
지은 자를 사하여 준 것같이 우리 

죄를 사하여 주옵시고, 우리를 

시험에 들게 하지 마옵시고, 

다만 악에서 구하옵소서. 대개 

나라와 권세와 영광이 아버지께 

영원히 있사옵나이다. 아멘. 

 
SENDING  파송 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Go, Make a Diff’rence” More Voices #209 
 
* Charge and Benediction  파송과 축도 
 

 * RESPONSE  파송 찬양 — refrain from “Go, Make a Diff’rence”  M.V. #209 
 

Go make a diff’rence.  We can make a diff’rence. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 

Go make a diff’rence.  We can make a diff’rence. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 

 
* Postlude  후주 
 
 

Be Our Guest!  Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or 
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower Hall is 
down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the sanctuary or via 
the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary.  Follow the crowds on 
down, or ask an usher to guide you… We look forward to seeing you! 
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Life at Cloverdale United Church 
 

Worship 

Ash Wednesday:  Wednesday, February 22, 
worship service at 7:00 pm.  Lent begins with a 
solemn call to fasting and repentance as we 
begin our journey to the Easter mysteries of 
Christ's death and resurrection.  The sign of 
ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty… 
and yet, what seems like an ending is really an 
invitation to make each day a new beginning, in 
which we are washed in God's mercy and 
forgiveness.  Plan to begin your Lenten journey 
by taking part in worship on Ash Wednesday, a 
rich and deep worship experience not to miss. 

Many thanks to today’s … 
 readers: Ursula Maxwell-Lewis, Taewon Joh 
 ushers/greeters:  Thelma Smidt, Roselyne Muni 
 digital ushers: Terry Wright, Jamie Brown 
 fellowship time hosts: Sharon McBain, Christine Stueckl 

Recording and streaming in use:  Please note that video cameras and microphones are 
capturing our worship services, and that the resulting content may be transmitted over Zoom, 
YouTube, or other platforms.  Likewise, from time to time still photography of our worship 
services may be taken and used for church communications, websites, and other uses.  By your 

presence within the sanctuary, you are indicating your consent to the possibility that your likeness may be 
captured and used in any of these ways.  While video capture of congregants in the pews is relatively 
minimal, if you wish to guarantee you will not ever be depicted on video, the area at the rear centre of the pew 
seating area is unable to be picked up on camera. 

Acknowledgements: 
• Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, Tennessee; 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55126; public domain. 
• Call to Worship from Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, vol. 53.1 – Lectionary Aids 2019-2020, Year A; 

©2019 Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
• Prayer of the Day originally in The Worshipbook: Services, ©1970 The Westminster Press; as adapted for Book of Common 

Worship, 1993 ed., ©1993 Westminster John Knox Press (Korean edition pub. 2001 by Publishing House, The Presbyterian 
Church of Korea [Tonghap], Seoul, Korea). 

• Scripture introductions from Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2023, ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
• Presenting our Gifts – from “We Give Thee But Thine Own”:  Words by William Walsham How, 1858; public domain.  Music 

by Johann Balthasar König, 1738; adapt. William Henry Havergal, 1847; public domain.  Reproduced from Voices United: The 
Hymn and Worship Book of The United Church of Canada, ©1996 The United Church Publishing House, alt. 

• Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving by Matthew Emery, drawing upon language appearing in Revised Common Lectionary 
Prayers, ©2022 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

• Benediction Response – from “I Am the Light of the World”:  Words and music by Jim Strathdee, 1967; ©1969 Desert Flower 
Music; all rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-606025.  Reproduced from Voices United: The Hymn and Worship 
Book of The United Church of Canada, ©1996 The United Church Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55126
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Meet 

Call to the Annual Meeting of the 
Community of Faith 

In accordance with the provisions in section B.5 of the Bylaws 
of The United Church of Canada, found in The Manual, 2022 
edition…                   

All members of the Cloverdale United Church are 
hereby called to the Annual Meeting of the 
Community of Faith, to be held on the 26th of February, 
at 11:30 am, following the Sunday morning worship 
service.  At least 20 members of the congregation must be 

in attendance in order to conduct business.  Adherents (regular participants in our 
congregation’s life who have not [yet] become members through 
confirmation/profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or letter of transfer) are 
also invited and encouraged to attend; we customarily vote to extend the privilege 
of participation and voting in the meeting to adherents when permitted. 

Serve 

You Serve with your Stewardship:  “I have set before you life and death, blessings 
and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the LORD your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days.” 
(Deuteronomy 30:17). We are saved by our faith through God’s grace. Because of 
this we are free to live fully, loving God with everything we have and loving 
neighbour as ourselves. We choose life and God’s blessings when we put Jesus at 
the centre of our lives. 

Other news and notes 

Prayers for Turkey and Syria:  On 
Monday, February 6, a massive 
magnitude 7.8 earthquake hit 
southern Turkey and neighbouring 
Syria. The United Church of Canada 
is deeply concerned for all those 
affected, particularly the thousands 
who have lost their homes and 
their lives.  
 The United Church is in contact 
with partners in the region to learn 
more about the impact and 
understand how best to offer our support. Please include the people of Turkey, 
Syria, and other countries affected in your prayers, and consider donating to the 



 

Page 10 
 

emergency relief fund:  united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/global-
emergency-response . 

God, In the face of destruction 
that tears down homes and threatens life, 
we pray that your deep abiding love be felt by: 
those who are grieving, 
those who fear for themselves and their communities, 
those who are struggling; and, 
those who are offering aid. 
May they continue to be strengthened by your Spirit. 
May we extend our hearts in prayer. Amen. 

United Church Stands with Filipino Human Rights Defenders:  On January 24, 
2023, a warrant of arrest was issued for five human rights defenders associated 
with the Cordillera Peoples Alliance in the Philippines, long-time partner of The 
United Church of Canada, and two other respected human rights defenders. 
 The United Church has partnered and worked with the Cordillera Peoples 
Alliance for over 30 years. Since 1984, the CPA has built a credible record of 
accomplishment of advancing Indigenous people’s rights and self-determination, 
and promoting human rights, genuine peace, and fundamental democratic rights. 
 The case of “rebellion” filed against these activists is in reference to an 
incident on October 27, 2022, in Brgy. Gacab, Malibcong, Abra, where four army 
soldiers were attacked. Jen Awingan, Windel Bolinget, Steve Tauli, Lulu Gimenez, 
Sarah Alikes, Niño Oconer, and Florence Kang were identified as perpetrators with 
no clear evidence and with no due process. Jen Awingan was arrested on January 
30, 2023. There was no notice of a pending case, preliminary investigation, or 
subpoena. Family, colleagues, and friends can attest to the whereabouts of the 
named individuals at the time of the incident being charged against them. 
This case is one of many in the Philippines where systematic state attacks 
criminalize the legitimate work of human rights defenders.  
 The United Church of Canada joins in a global call to free Jen Awingan, have 
the trumped-up charges against the seven activists dropped, and have the 

government in the Philippines be 
held accountable for their 
human rights violations. We join 
in calling that the Supreme 
Court in the Philippines address 
these instances of warrant 
issuance with no due process for 
the respondents. 
 Global partnership staff of The 
United Church of Canada are in 
contact with CPA as we 
accompany their efforts to have 
the unjust charges dropped for 
their colleagues and community 
members. We continue to 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/global-emergency-response
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/global-emergency-response
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advocate for their release with officials. Please hold in prayer those being targeted 
at this time. Follow the Cordillera Peoples Alliance on Facebook 

God’s Mission, Our Gifts 

Your Generosity 
Accompanies 
Grandmothers:  We would 
like to introduce Glenn 
Waterman, our new Annual 
Giving Lead. Glenn felt 
drawn to this story of 
discrimination changing 
through education and 
compassion because it 
mirrored the work he was involved in at two of his prior organizations, The 
Leprosy Mission and International Justice Mission. In both cases, one through 
stigma surrounding leprosy and the other dealing with slavery, the people he 
interacted with needed understanding, compassion, and justice. 

 In the Rift Valley of Kenya, 7 percent of the people who live there are HIV 
positive—nearly 900,000—and many will not survive. Grandmothers whose 
children have died of AIDS are often left alone to care for their grandchildren, and 
to add insult to injury, their church community condemns them, leaving them 
without support as they raise their grandchildren. 
Some pastors in the Rift Valley, as in many other places, believe and teach that 
faithful Christians cannot contract the disease and that it is a judgment from 
God—a disease for sexual sinners. 
 “The pastors had little information about HIV and AIDS; to them, and others 
in the community, it was a strange disease…. [They believed] HIV was a result of 
sexual sin and was a judgement from God for the sexually immoral,” writes Esther 
Mombo of the World Council of Churches. 
In partnership with the United Church, Mombo and Pauline Wanjuru of St. Paul’s 
University in Limuru, Kenya, led a series of workshops in one Rift Valley 
community that has been hit especially hard by HIV/AIDS. They invited 
grandmothers and pastors to connect and learn from each other. 
 One grandmother who attended the workshops was 70 years old. She had lost 
both her daughter and her son and was left to raise three grandchildren on her 
own. Instead of stepping up to help, her neighbours refused to visit her because 
they said her daughter and son had been sexually immoral. Her pastor wouldn’t 
even attend her children’s funerals because he didn’t want to be seen associating 
with her family. When she went to church, the pastor preached about the 
punishment for sexual immorality. 
 At the workshops, this woman bravely told her story to the pastors who 
attended. She also shared with them how it felt to be shamed for loving her 
children and grandchildren. Another grandmother explained that her 
grandchildren were born with the virus and couldn’t have been involved in any 
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sexual immorality. Yet another spoke of God’s love for everyone. Pastors listened 
and learned and ended by making a commitment to extend compassion and offer 
pastoral care to the grandmothers. 
 All of us know from our own life experience that when we know better, we do 
better. Your Mission & Service gifts gave these grandmothers the opportunity to 
help their pastors learn to do better by connecting their love for their 
grandchildren to God’s love for all. Thank you. 
 

 
 

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland – robyn@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Office Administrator Mope Iruobe – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 


