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Reconciling in Christ 

 

 

 
Since 1974, ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans 
for Full Participation has advocated for the 
full welcome, inclusion, and equity of lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, in-
tersex and asexual/aromantic (LGBTQIA+) 
Lutherans in all aspects of the life of their 
Church, congregations, and community. 

In relationships built through outreach and 
education, ReconcilingWorks shares 
Christ's message, the Gospel, which is for 
everyone equally. We advocate for sys-
temic change in policy and practice in 
church and society, working to alleviate 
not only the painful symptoms of oppres-
sion but also to eliminate its root causes. 

We are Lutherans working with the recog-
nition that racism, sexism, ageism, able-
ism, heterosexism, homophobia, and all 
the other artificial distinctions that seek to 
raise one group into privilege and prefer-
ence over another, conspire together to 
diminish our world and church. 

Reconcilingworks.org 



 

 

News Page 2 

It is with great sadness we announce the sudden 

passing of member David Jasso, who died Thursday, 

February 2.   His gift of song will be greatly missed.  

A memorial gathering will be held at Mt Zion on Sat-

urday, February 25 with visitation from 10:00am to 

12:00pm and a service beginning at 12:00pm.   

Please keep the family in your prayers during this 

difficult time.  

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Habitat for Humanity, Hunger 

Task Force, or Outstretched Hands of Romania.  

https://www.krausefuneralhome.com/obituary/david-jasso/ 

 

Do you value the things our synod does? Would you like to help lead our syn-
od in the future? Every year at Synod Assembly, we elect new people to the 
Synod Council. This year seats are open for lay male, lay female, and youth 
(under 18 at time of election) to serve on Synod Council, as well as the posi-
tion of Synod Secretary. If you’d be interested in taking up such a role, please 
contact Pastor Tyler. 

...Leadership Board 

We are working on increasing communication and transparency this year. 
One of the ways we are doing that is we now have a publicly accessible dis-
play with the latest Leadership Board minutes, Pastor’s report, and Church 
financials. This display is available in the hall across from the Church Office. 
We will be finding other ways to share highlights from these reports, but if 
you’d like to see the full reports, that’s where you can find them. 

Serve With our Synod 

Keeping Up with the... 

With Sympathy 

https://www.krausefuneralhome.com/obituary/david-jasso/


 

 

Sun 

Feb 12 

8:30am  Traditional Worship Service 

9:40am   Faith Formation Hour  

10:45am Contemporary Worship Service 

4:30pm   Game Day Watch Party 

Mon 

Feb 13 

6:00p      Property Committee meeting Zoom 

7:00p      NA 12 Step Meeting 

Tues 

Feb 14 

12:00p    AA 12 Steps Meeting  

6:30p      Hands of AA 12-Step Meeting  

7:00p       Knit One, Pray Too Conference Room 

Wed  

Feb 15 

8:30a       Health Clinic at Courtyard Parking Lot 

12:00p    Brown Bag Bible Study 

1:00p       Prayer Warriors 

1:00p       Tosa Cares Donation Drop Offs 

Thurs 

Feb 16 

5:00p      Pub(lic) Theology  

6:30p      Voices of Zion Choir Rehearsal 

6:30p      Tosa Cares Board Meeting Room 100 

7:30p      Festival Bells Rehearsal 

Fri 

Feb 17 

7:00p     ACA 12 Step Group Room 101 

7:30p     Essay 12-step group [meeting virtually] 

Sat 

Feb 18 

8:30a    Tosa Cares Donations Drop Off 

1:00p    Elementary Holy Communion Retreat (more info on page 5) 

Sun 

Feb 19 

8:30a    Traditional Worship Service 

9:40a    Faith Formation Hour 

10:45a  Contemporary Worship Service  

4:30p    Game Day Watch Party 

February 12 to February 19 
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Zoom Worship, Brown Bag Meeting ID: 841 6597 2335  

Passcode: 12012  
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https://bit.ly/3x9losG 

Volunteer  

Schedule 

https://www.mtzionlutheran.org/

pages/member-resources 

Worship and 

Faith Formation 

Today’s Worship Volunteers  

8:30am 
 
Altar Care: Linda Havlicek 
Assisting Minister: Nancy Di Giacinto 
Communion Asst.: Nancy Di Giacinto 
Chris Kress 
Lector: Chris Kress 
Usher: Kurt and Debbie Kleppek 
Audio/Visual: Mike Marciniak and 
Erik Peterson 
Offering Stewards: Tom Ertel and 
Brad Hext 

10:45am 
 
Assisting Minister: Lora Marheine 
Communion Asst.: Lora Marheine 
Lector: Liz Anderson 
Ushers: Dave Nelson 
Audio/Visual: Luke and Shauna 
Johnsons 
Offering Stewards: Tom Ertel and 
Brad Hext 

MICAH 

Join MICAH, our partner in ministry, as they celebrate Black History Month and 35 
years of justice work here in Milwaukee County!  

MICAH is having a celebration dinner on  
February 23rd  

Dinner begins at 6:00pm 
at Canaan Missionary Baptist on 11th St.  

Cost is $50 ($25 is tax-deductible).  
 

Go to bit.ly/2023BHCelebration to register. 

Register no later than February 20th.  

 

https://bit.ly/3x9losG
https://www.mtzionlutheran.org/pages/member-resources
https://www.mtzionlutheran.org/pages/member-resources
http://bit.ly/2023BHCelebration


 

 

Worship and  

Faith Formation 
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Pastor’s Corner 

 At worship, we just began walking through the Sermon on the Mount. 
But because Easter is early this year, we won’t even hear half of Jesus’ ser-
mon. I encourage you all to read through Matthew 5-7 when you have a 
chance. Jesus says some amazing things there. But there’s one phrase in 
Jesus’ sermon that has always caught my attention. “Even the Gentiles do 
the same.” Jesus is not putting down the Gentiles, because the thing they do 
is love their family (go Gentiles!). Rather, Jesus is challenging us to consider 
how being a God-follower changes what we do and how we live. 

 
How is being a Christian different than being any other person on this planet? 

 Even atheists feed their children. 

 Even Buddhists spend time in worship. 

 Even Russians support their elders. 

 

All of those are neutral groups, neither good nor bad, but what about… 

 Even mob bosses repay their debts. 

 Even Nazis care for their sick. 
 Even warlords make music. 

 

How is being a Christian different than being any other person on this planet? 

 

 As we take on a year of making and building friendships here at Mt 
Zion, one of the things I have said to people multiple times is, “Evangelism is 
simply loving those we wouldn’t normally love.” There are people we natu-
rally love, and that is a wonderful and good thing. I love my family! :-) But Je-
sus challenges us: “Love your enemies. Love even those you would rather 
hate or ignore or not have be part of your life.” And for me, that’s why evange-
lism isn’t about the people I naturally love. Again, it’s good and wonderful that 
I love some people naturally; praise the Lord that love can be easy! But evan-
gelism is about letting God’s love make our love more expansive. Evangelism 
(Greek: sharing good news) is helping the family I would have chosen to ig-
nore if it weren’t for my faith. Evangelism is assisting the student who eventu-
ally asks, “Why are you doing this? No other teacher cares for us this way.” 
Evangelism is taking our vision seriously, that “Everyone we meet comes to 
know themselves as a reflection of God’s image, worthy of life and love.” 

 This year I invite you to join us here at Mt Zion in making new friends. 
You can do it by asking yourself one simple question, “Who is someone I 
know that either I don’t normally love or that I’ve seen isn’t normally 
loved by others?” When you discover an answer to that question, take the 
rest of the year to show that one person love. Let God grow your heart one 
size by showing love to someone you wouldn’t normally love. And if they ever 
ask you why you’re doing it, simply say, “Because Jesus loves me.” 

Pastor Tyler 

From the Pastor Page 6 



 

 

 On February 6, two powerful earthquakes devasted Turkey and Syria, 
collapsing buildings, damaging infrastructure and killing thousands of men, 
women and children. Search and rescue efforts began immediately, but will be 
complicated by an approaching winter weather system.   

 As of February 8, 2023 the death toll reached 11,000 victims.   

 While there is grief and despair, there is also hope and life. The num-
ber of survivors has increased and the most recent tally of people being pulled 
from the rubble was 8,000.  Men and women have survived as well as children, 
including an 8 year old reunited with his mother and one newborn baby girl so 
newly born her umbilical cord was still attached to her mother. 

 These survivors will need support as many look to simply survive the 
remaining winter months.  If you are able to help, donations will provide food, 
water, warm shelter, and health and sanitation services for survivors.    

  

Outreach Page 7 

Earthquake Relief 

“By standing with earthquake survivors in Turkey and Syria,  
we follow Christ’s call to share hope and healing  
with our neighbors in need.”  

 

Rev. Daniel Rift,  
Director ELCA World Hunger and  

Lutheran Disaster Response Fund 

Donate Now at ELCA.org 

http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org


 

 

Congratulations Abby P. 

 

Over the weekend, Abby and the Trojan Dance Team competed for the 

State Championships in LaCrosse, WI.  The team went into the competi-

tion facing a challenging lineup of other dance teams, but they flipped, 

stomped and grooved their way through their D2 Hip Hop routine to 

reach the number one spot.  Congratulations to this incredible team from 

Tosa West!   

You can watch the entire routine on Youtube here:  

https://youtu.be/2_SZRQZeauQ 

A Tale of Two Abbys 

Sending Prayers to Abby S.  

Abby S. got into a car accident only a few weeks after she moved to Ari-

zona.  She was just beginning her new positions at the largest ambu-

lance company in America and as a Wildland Fire EMT, FEMA Disaster 

First Responder.  Always the helper, and despite having been hit by a 

vehicle which ran a red light, Abby managed to get herself out of her 

Jeep and rushed to make sure the others on the scene were okay.   

Abby sustained a head injury and will have to be medically cleared to 

return to work.  

We continue to pray for Abby’s recovery and pray for her 

family, who is handling this event long distance here in Wis-

consin.   

Youth News Page 8 
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FlexRide and FixatSix 

  

 As I mentioned last week, when being a member of MICAH and work-
ing for justice, there are many avenues to suit your interest.  Last week, I 
mentioned Transformational Justice.  This week, I will mention MICAH’s work 
for justice in the area of Jobs and Economic Development, which includes the 
Transportation Task Force, where the central mission is to connect suburban 
businesses and resources to central city residents who are willing and able to 
work.  This can be done by addressing racial disparities in access to transpor-
tation. 

 MICAH favors programs such as FlexRide, which provides public-
private financing to connect people to family supporting jobs which are located 
long distances from public transportation.  It favors creating a public transpor-
tation system for Southeast Wisconsin with 
bus rapid transit routes going in all directions.   

 In another endeavor, MICAH has spo-
ken before the Wisconsin DOT (Department of 
Transportation) several times opposing their 
initial proposal of making I-94 eight lanes wide 
from 16

th
 to 70

th
 streets.  MICAH wants to pre-

serve several houses and businesses that 
would have to be relocated.  It also objects and that for some blocks down-
town, the eight lanes would be two feet narrower without a shoulder, in some 
cases onto which a stalled vehicle could be pushed.  Two feet narrower for an 
auto would be a minor inconvenience, but a large truck or bus with large mir-
rors could cause a negative situation to a large vehicle next to it.  That is why l 
have two MICAH’s yard signs in my front yard saying, “FIXatSIX”. https://
fixatsix.org/about/ 

 MICAH research has forced WISDOT to make a new environmental 
impact study on I-94 expansion as well as to rethink a large bridge from the I-
94 that would only have benefitted the stadium special parking pass area.  
Now WISDOT is looking at more modest plans which would have positive en-
vironmental benefits by transforming Hwy 175 into a boulevard that would en-
hance the Washington Park neighborhood.  

 MICAH’s work has supported plans to make driving safer, that cost 
less, to produce a definite environmental benefit, and to have fewer displace-
ments without hampering travel.  If this is of interest to you, don’t hesitate to 
contact MICAH to be part of this task force.  If you don’t have the time to be 
involved, please donate to MICAH, this month’s Mission of the Month.  Or, you 
can both give time and resources to the cause of this direction of justice! 

Jerry Roesch 

MICAH—Mission of the Month 
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Page 10 Editorials 

A Story from Steve 

The Man Who Fit the Bill (in honor of Valentine’s Day) 
  

She was newly divorced and lonely, and a good friend told 
her she should pray for someone new to enter her life.  Alt-
hough she had never prayed before about something this 
specific, she gave it a try.  So, she prayed: Please God, bring into my life the 
love you intend for me.  She was surprised to receive an answer: The man 
you’re looking for is named Bill. 
  Friends and family thought she was crazy when she told them, but 
the message had hit her like a lightning bolt.  She began her search by plac-
ing a personal ad directed at men named Bill, and a few responded.  She 
went on some dates, but none of them felt right. 
 Then that same friend suggested she join a singles’ ski trip to Taos, 
New Mexico.  She was from Texas and had never skied before, but thought 
she might meet her Bill on the slopes.  She went ahead and joined the sin-
gles group and had a great time, but never met anyone named Bill.  She 
climbed aboard the bus for the long trip back to Texas feeling disappointed 
and depressed. 
 The bus driver announced that they had to wait, because one of the 
passengers had called to say he’d be delayed.  Eventually the man dashed 
onto the bus, still in his snowsuit, and sat next to her, the only remaining 
empty seat.  “Hi, I’m Don,” he said.  He was sorry to hold everyone up, but he 
had been stuck on the mountain because a skier had broken both of her legs, 
and he stayed with her before the ski patrol showed up.  She thought he was 
quite the gentleman, and handsome, but, unfortunately, was not named Bill. 
 Turns out they had a lot in common and continually chatted the 12 
hours back to Fort Worth.  At the end of the trip, they exchanged phone num-
bers and went on several dates.  Don turned out to be just the man she had 
prayed for, except he had the wrong name. 

 Don invited her to a banquet held by the crisis intervention hotline 
where he volunteered once a week answering the phone.  Many troubled 
callers were suicidal.  It was Don’s job to direct them to the help they needed. 
 After arriving at the banquet, they approached the registration table 
where there were preprinted name tags for everyone.  Don picked up one 
with Bill on it.  As he attached the name tag to his jacket, a chill ran up her 
spine. 
 “Why does your name tag say Bill?” she asked.  
 “Oh, we don’t use our real names at the center,’ he responded.  “It’s 
for privacy.  So around here, I’m Bill.” 
 She couldn’t stop smiling the rest of the evening.  And still is, 30 
years later. 
 The Lord works in mysterious ways.  

 
                 Steve Downs  
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James and Aharon G. 1/23 
Jim and Tina K.  2/17 

Andrew and Kelsey F. 2/23 

 
 

Dave F. 2/1 
Robert J. 2/1 
Mickie R. 2/1 
Loretta B. 2/2 
Debbie F. 2/2 
Robert J. 2/2 
Nancy K. 2/2 
Mara M. 2/2 

Natasha P. 2/3 
Patricia S. 2/3 
Sherry D. 2/6 

Eliza F. 2/6 
 

Dean S. 2/9 
Kate W. 2/9 

Erica M. 2/11 
Gwenivere A. 2/12 

Aharon G. 2/13 
Dick H. 2/13 

James H. 2/15 
Lynn K. 2/16 

Frank B. 2/17 
Jim S. 2/19 

Harper P. 2/20 
Michael F. 2/20 

Roger S. 2/20 

 
 

Yvonne K. 2/21 
Margie S. 2/21 

Carolyn H. 2/22 
Logan W. 2/22 

Alex H. 2/24 
Brian W. 2/24 

Joe D. 2/25 
Garret J. 2/15 

Kathryn M. 2/25 
Kristin M. 2/25 
Vince C. 2/26 

Pat G. 2/28 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Primary Voting  

With four candidates for Justice of the Supreme Court in Wisconsin, the Feb-

ruary Primary has become a critical election for Wisconsin's future. Here's 

what you need to know to vote:  

 

• The deadline to request an absentee ballot is Thursday, February 16. Go 

to MyVote.wi.gov.  

• In-person absentee voting will take place at Wauwatosa City Hall: 

     - February 7-10: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

     - February 13-16: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

     - February 17: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• Election Day: February 21 

(this article shared from the Wauwatosa Neighborhood Association eBlast) 



12012 West North Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI  53226 

(414) 258-0456 

parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 

 mtzionlutheran.org 

 facebook.com/mtzionlutheran 

 instagram.com/mtzionlutheran 

         youtube.com/mtzionlutheran    

† 

Mt Zion Staff 

Leadership Board 

Pastor 

The Reverend Tyler D. Rasmussen 

pastor@mtzionlutheran.org 

Parish Administrator 

Jess Monahan 

parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 

Director of Choirs  

and Contemporary Music 

Danielle Lawson 

choirs@mtzionlutheran.org 

Director of Traditional Music 

Mark Schroeter 

music@mtzionlutheran.org 

Office Volunteers 

reception@mtzionlutheran.org 

Worship Volunteer Coordinator 

Nancy Di Giacinto (volunteer) 

worshipvol@mtzionlutheran.org 

Maintenance 

Jasmine Pruitt  

maintenance@mtzionlutheran.org 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Brenda Marciniak (volunteer) 

sundayschool@mtzionlutheran.org 

Website 

Pat Campbell 

Website@mtzionlutheran.org  

Social Media 

Douglas Johnson (volunteer) 

socialmedia@mtzionlutheran.org 

Erik Peterson, President 
president@mtzionlutheran.org 

Mavis Roesch, Vice President 

vp@mtzionlutheran.org 

Mike Marciniak, Treasurer 

treasurer@mtzionlutheran.org 

Katie Frederick, Secretary 

secretary@mtzionlutheran.org 

Abby Sumiec 

Dave Nelson 

Janet McCarthy 

 

Dave Fohr 

Sherry Downs 

Monday — Friday   10:00am — 3:00pm 

Stop by in-person, call 414-258-0456,  
or email parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 

Church Office 

Hours 

At Mt Zion we are  

Joyfully growing disciples in Christ  

so that  

Everyone we meet comes to know themselves as a reflection of  

God’s image, worthy of life and love  

by prioritizing 

Faith Community 

Hospitality  Justice 
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