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Branson Rogers (00:10:40): 

Amen, Wow. It's a good way to start off, isn't it? We are so happy to have this precious couple in our 
church. I'll tell you that they do a wonderful job, wonderful job. 

(00:10:56): 

Well, we,  are here for the Wednesday night service, Pastor Brian's back in the back tonight with, uh, 
with 1 0 1, and I think , he's starting that up tonight. And I think he said he had about, uh, seven, 10 
people, something like that. I think we're back there with him tonight. So we'd have had that many more 
in here. But we do our discipleship classes, uh, in different rounds. And, uh, so you've got, you got me I 
think for another, I don't know, four or five weeks, something like that. So you gotta endure that. And 
then Brian will be back in here on, on the Wednesdays. Uh, but, uh, it's, it's good to be back on 
Wednesday night. Somebody asked me today, as a matter of fact, they said, you preaching tonight? And 
I said, yeah. They said, uh, do you, do you like preaching on Wednesday nights? 

(00:11:40): 

I said, I like preaching anytime, <laugh>. But, uh, it, it is, it's really though good in all seriousness to have 
somebody like Brian that, uh, can step in and also gives him an opportunity, which, uh, I think is very 
important. You know, when I was, when I was coming up, um, I shared with Brian, I was coming up 
through the ministry when I was young in the ministry and, and coming up, I, I never had an 
opportunity. People really never gave me any opportunities to preach or anything. And, uh, I had always 
said to myself, you know, one day when I get to be a lead pastor, you know, one of the things that I'm 
gonna do, I'm gonna do a few things, but one of the things I'm gonna do is I'm gonna give my associates, 
I'm gonna give them all the opportunities in the world, uh, to express the gifts that God has given to 
them. 

(00:12:29): 

And, uh, you know, I I I hope that, you know, my, I don't get jealous over anything. I I don't, I always pray 
that Brian will, you know, preach better than me, you know, and whatever. And, but God's made us two 
different people. He preaches one way. I preach another way. And I think it's pretty cool, really, because 
you get, you get a teacher and then you get whatever I am and, uh, you know, so, uh, it's, it's a good 
blend. And, uh, Brian's coming along really, really good in the ministry. And I, I'm just really proud of him 
and, and all that's going on in his life. Alright, well, we're gonna continue our little mini series, I guess 
you'd call it. We began last week and talk a little bit about attitude last week, and we're gonna be talking 
a little bit more about it this week. 

(00:13:15): 

And, um, the title of the message tonight, if you were to give it a title, is our attitude is, is up to Us. And 
it is, our attitude is totally up to us. Nobody can make you have a bad attitude. Nobody can, nobody can 
make you have a good attitude. It is totally your choice. Salvation is a choice. Nobody can force you to 
be saved. Nobody can tell you, you know, you're gonna be dragged down the island. You're gonna 
receive Christ no matter what. No, you receive Jesus on your own free will. That's how God has made us. 
And we also are, uh, choose our attitudes every moment of every single day. Satan can't make you have 
a bad attitude, all right? We choose to have bad attitude if we choose to have bad attitude. I was looking 
at doing a little research in tonight's message, and I found a, a quote that I think is very good. 

(00:14:05): 
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It's by a man named William James. And William James is, uh, many people call him the father of all 
psychiatry. And, uh, he made this, uh, statement. It says, the greatest discovery of the century is if you 
change your attitude, you can change your life. I like that. So the greatest discovery of the century is, 
and this is the biggest word in the whole thing, if, if, if you can change your attitude, you can change 
your life. Shared last week that some people, we know that, but some people don't want to change their 
life. Some people just want to have a bad attitude all the time. You run into those people and I run into 
those people, you know. And, uh, my grandfather used to say, a lot of times, you can't fix stupid. And 
that's right. You can't, some people just want to have a bad attitude, but a changed life. 

(00:14:58): 

You think about a changed life. A changed life is the bottom line of all Christianity. Christianity in a 
nutshell, is not only about salvation, of course, but salvation is all about change. If we're really in Christ, 
the Bible says that we are a new creature. Old things passed away. All things become new. What does 
that mean? That means that things in our life are going to change. Why are they gonna change? They're 
gonna change because now we have Jesus Christ in our life. Now we have the power to be able to do 
things in our life that we were not able to do before. Maybe we were able to quit doing this for two or 
three months, and now we get Jesus involved and now we haven't done those things for years and years 
and years. What's the difference? The difference is that Jesus came to be in our life. 

(00:15:56): 

Amen. And when he does that, old things pass away talking about old habits. They pass away old 
thoughts. They pass away old tongues that we used to have that maybe used to be a little bit salty. 
Those things pass away the places that we go, the people that we hang out with. And I'm not trying to 
say that it's something that we receive, Jesus and all those things just happened at once. All of a sudden, 
pastor, I came to know Jesus. I never said another curse word of the rest of my life, pastor. I got up from 
receiving Jesus. And all my thoughts now for the last 30 years have been, have been absolutely positive. 
You know, I got rid of all my bad friends. I don't go to those places. No, I'm not talking about that. We're 
talking about when Jesus came on board, the Holy Spirit came to live inside of our life. 

(00:16:42): 

What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit convicts us of things in our life that are not Christ like. You 
don't have to have somebody tell you that you're doing wrong. If you know Jesus, the Holy Spirit's gonna 
immediately tell you that what you're doing is wrong. All right? And he's gonna say, that's the wrong 
habit for you to have. That's a wrong way for you to talk. That's the way, wrong way for you to think. So 
therefore you change your life. And that's the same thing it is with an attitude when you know Jesus is 
Lord and savior. Christians think sometimes. And the devil tries to tell us that being a positive person, 
being a person that always has a good attitude, is a pipe dream that can never happen in your 
circumstance. That can never happen in the world in which we live in today. 

(00:17:31): 

Pastor, have you seen the world we live in today? It's this, this, this, this, this. Yes, I agree with all that. 
But also think about this. He's the same Jesus, isn't he? Amen. He's the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. So that means the same power that he had back way back then is the same power that's ours 
today. No, the problem's not with Jesus. The problems is that we don't want to change your attitude. So 
I put down that there's three changes and we're, this is all just introduction. There's three changes that 
come with being a Christian. Three things. You can write 'em down if you want to. The first one is this. 
There is a positional change. That's the first thing that happens when we receive Jesus is our Lord and 
Savior. We have what I call a positional change. And what that means is simply our standing before God 
that completely changes before knowing Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
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(00:18:24): 

We were an enemy of Christ. We didn't want have anything to do with him. The cross was offensive. You 
would come into a church and you would hear the truth like somebody told me the other day. Matter of 
fact, we had somebody visit the church a few weeks ago. I'm not gonna say you the word cuz you won't 
know 'em anyway, but I'm not gonna say the name, but somebody that knew that person, they went to 
the person after they heard the sermon on Sunday. And this person said, how did you like the service? 
And the person said it was all right, well, what didn't you like about it? Well, I didn't like the end because 
you know what he did at the end? He said he wanted people to make decisions. I mean, he wanted him 
to make a decision to either accept Christ or reject him. He had an altar call. He invited people to come 
down and change what was going on in their life. I didn't like that. Well, why didn't you like it? You know 
what his answer was? It was too convicting 

Branson Rogers (00:19:29): 

<laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (00:19:32): 

I'm not gonna tell you the church they used to go to, but I will tell you this. And if that's the way it's 
supposed to be, because that's what the Holy Spirit does. You think that just because I'm a pastor that I 
never get convicted about anything. I get convicted all the time, several times today already I've been 
convicted. Maybe it was something I, I almost said, maybe it was something I did say. Maybe it was 
something I almost thought or I did think, I don't know. I can't remember all the things, but I was 
convicted several times. Now when I'm convicted, what do I do about it? When you're convicted, what 
do you do about it? You either do one or two things. You either ignore it, the conviction, or you act on it. 
If you're convicted about a bad attitude, you either do one of two things. 

(00:20:15): 

You either keep the bad attitude or you change it. But there's a positional change of we come into 
Christ, we become not, we're not an enemy anymore. We become a child of the king. Amen. We're 
accepted into the beloved. We are loved unconditionally. We are Jesus' kid tonight. Isn't that wonderful 
to think about? Amen. That's a wonderful thing that we have access now to the heavenly thrown 24 7. 
You don't have to call one 800, ask Gary. Okay? You can ask Jesus 24 7 today. That's a wonderful thing to 
know that we have access not only to heaven, but we have access to every single thing we need in life 
through the throne of God that loves us with an everlasting love. So there's a positional change. Number 
two, there is a permanent change. Now, the permanent change is something that's coming in the future, 
and it's something that is gonna be absolutely instantaneous when it happens. 

(00:21:19): 

What I'm talking about is what's gonna happen and the twinkling of an eye faster than you can blink 
your eyes at the fastest point. And that is that when Jesus comes back, we are going to be having a 
permanent change. We're gonna have a glorified body. I did the funeral, uh, yesterday of somebody that 
was 98 years old, young. And, uh, they were telling me that this precious lady, she had known Lord for I 
don't know how many years in the last 10 years she had dementia and all of this kinda stuff. And boy, I'll 
tell you what, I stood up before those fools and I said, you know what? I'll tell you, as she's looking down 
upon this scene right now, she's saying, Hey, don't you worry about me. I am in heaven. I've been giving 
a brand new body. I have a brand new mind. 

(00:22:09): 
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I hadn't even been able to think straight for the last 10 years. And now, hey, everything's great. 
Everything's wonderful. That's the way it is When Jesus comes back, we got a glorified body. No more 
weight watchers, no more lipo suction. No more, no more shots and things, no more diabetes, praise 
God. No more heart issues. No, all that stuff's gone. We have a permanent change. And number three is 
another change. And that change is going on hopefully in all of our lives tonight. And that's what I call a 
pro a progressive change. And that's what's happening right now. That happens when the old things of 
our life fall away and new things are replacing it. It's something that is happening inside of us when the 
Holy Spirit tells us that things need to go off of our life and we need to replace 'em with other things. 

(00:22:58): 

Everything that happens as a Christian in, in a Christian's life is not good. Did you know that? Yeah. 
There are pastors out there that on television radio that will tell you, all you have to do is to become a 
Christian and everything is smooth sailing after that. They'll even go on to tell you that if you do have 
any rough waters, it must be because the Lord doesn't like you. It must be because he was playing 
roulette and your your number came up. So he's just gonna rain on your parade. Or maybe you've done 
something just absolutely terrible and he's punishing you. I've told you this story a long time ago, but, 
uh, there was this lady in our church in Macon when Vicky and I were there. She sang in the, in the choir. 
Her name was Hazel. What a precious, precious lady. She was new Jesus Christ. 

(00:23:45): 

And we had this fellow that came into the church and he thought he knew more about God than God. 
And, um, he, uh, just started to say, well, you know, this woman should be healed. I don't know why she 
isn't healed. So for some reason or another, he went to see her in the hospital. One of the worst things 
he could have done, he went to see her and he proceeded to tell this woman that she must have sin in 
her life because she's got count terminal cancer. She's gonna die. And he says, you must have sin in your 
life. She said, I don't have any sin in my life. Far as I know I'm up to date with God. Everything's good 
with God. God's just chosen to let me have this, this cancer, and I'm just trying to glorify God through it. 
And he said, no, that's not God's will. 

(00:24:22): 

You should be healed so you've got problems in your life. So then the next day or so, I went up to see 
her and she said, you know, so-and-so is here. And you know what he told me? And she told me this 
story, <laugh>. And I looked at it and I said, Hey, lemme tell you something. I said, sweetheart, I said, I 
don't know anybody that work walks any closer to God than you do. You are an amazing godly lady. And 
I said, you know how many people you're being, you're touching here in this hospital for the glory of 
Jesus. I mean, you could talk to any, any nurse up and down this hall, and they'll tell you, the best 
patient I have all day long is that lady right in there named Hazel. Every time I go in there, you know 
what? She should be moaning. 

(00:24:59): 

She should be groaning. She's dying. But you know what? She's got a smile on her face. She's even 
singing Sometimes they don't understand that. And they say, why are you singing? Oh, let me tell you 
why I'm singing. She tells everybody about Jesus. So it wasn't the cause of sin that this lady was 
suffering. And a lot of preachers will tell you that, but folks listen. Sometimes God allows things to come 
into our life when our lives are right with him. It doesn't necessarily mean that your life is wrong and my 
life is wrong. Now, sometimes it is, and the Lord has to reign on our parade a little bit. But if anybody 
tells you coming to know Jesus, all your problems are gonna go away. No, sometimes horrible things 
happened. Brian was just, uh, going to a funeral this coming week of a pastor friend of his, uh, a pastor 
Oscar. 
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(00:25:42): 

He was here when Brian got ordained a few years ago. You might remember him. He was African 
American while the a great, great guy. In fact, I was getting a hold of him to see if he could come and he 
could, he could preach for me when I wasn't gonna be here sometime. And just a wonderful man he was 
in his fifties, didn't know anything in the world was wrong with him. And all of a sudden he just dropped 
over. And he was in a coma for, for days and days that did a brain skin on him and said that he had no 
brain activity. And he went home to be with the Lord. And Brian and I were talking about it today, and 
we were saying, well, why did that happen? Why did that? We don't know why that happened. We don't 
know that. 

(00:26:19): 

But we also know that God doesn't make any mistakes as hard as it is for us to understand. But we know 
this. God's working in all things good and bad. And what does he say? I'm working in all those things for 
good, for our good, and our response and our attitude needs to be whether things are going right or 
wrong, it needs to be, Lord, show me what you are doing in this situation, and Lord just created me what 
I need to be it. Uh, when we go through those times, it can either strengthen us our faith, or it can 
absolutely destroy it. Again, if you and I can change your attitude, we can change our life. Now, 
following your notes, if you will, we give you some important keys tonight to remain a positive attitude 
in a very negative world. Of course, we don't need any of this tonight, but we're just gonna talk about it 
in anyway, right, <laugh>. 

(00:27:14): 

All right. First of all, your attitude, as I said, is up to you, period. All of us have the responsibility of 
choosing our attitudes, no matter what circumstances we find ourself in attitude has nothing to do with 
our circumstances. And I'll show you some scripture on that in just a little bit. But until we do look at this 
pitch scripture right here, I guess it is the first one I'm gonna use Ephesians chapter four, verses one 
through three. So words of Paul here, apostle Paul. So I, the prisoner for the Lord appealed to you to live 
a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called. That is to live a life that exhibits godly 
character, moral courage, personal integrity and mature behavior. A life that expresses gratitude to God 
for your salvation with all humility, forsaking self-righteousness and gentleness, maintaining self-control 
with patience and bearing with one another in selfish love. 

(00:28:16): 

Make every effort to keep the oneness of the spirit and the bond of peace, each individual working 
together to make the whole successful. You know, when these words were pinned, these words were 
pinned. When Paul was in prison, he was in prison. He was saying, Hey, I'm a prisoner for the Lord. There 
is not one single time that you will read any of the works of Paul when he was in prison, when he was 
complaining, he never complained in prison. You say, well, I know why Pastor. He was a really super 
superhero of God. You know, God gave him supernatural powers. That's why No, no, no, no. He was a 
man. He had every single desire like you and I had desire. He was somebody that put his pants on the 
same way. All of us put our pants on every day. He had a choice. 

(00:29:09): 

He had a choice to either have a bad attitude or a good attitude. He had a good attitude no matter what 
came his way. And he says, I want you to understand this. Whether you're going through a bad situation 
or a good situation, listen, it doesn't make any difference. He wants you to exhibit a godly character. He 
wants you to exhibit a godly spirit. He wants you to exhibit a godly attitude. When do people look at 
Christians, the unsaved world? When do they look at you? They don't look at you in church. They look at 
you. When the rubber's hitting the road out there between Monday and Saturday, that's when they're 
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watching you. They're watching you. When things go south in your life, they're watching you. When you 
get a bad doctor's report, they're watching you. When things are not going good for you financially, your 
car breaks down or, or something, ha or something happens in your home, or something maybe 
happens to one of your kids or your, whatever it might be, that's when they watch you and they watch 
you very, very close. 

(00:30:20): 

You know why they're trying to see if you are true? They're trying to see if you're genuine. They're trying 
to see if you are a person that really backs up your talk. Oh, yeah, you get home from church and oh 
yeah, church was great. Praise was this message was this, this was great. Our church is doing this. Our 
church is doing it, talking about Jesus all the time. That's great. That's wonderful. Glad that you're doing 
it. But what does an unsaved world see? When they looked in and they saw Paul, they saw somebody 
that really meant what he was talking about. Every one of those guards, every one of the people around 
that prison, the people that put him in prison, they all knew about him. They knew everything about 
him. They knew his story. They knew how much he loved Jesus. And when they threw him in jail, they 
probably thought, now let's listen and let's see how, what his tune is now. 

(00:31:17): 

He played the same tune. He didn't change. In fact, if you read some, you'll find out that he says, you 
know, some of the best preaching I've ever done in my life, I've done right here in this prison, hadn't 
really been the greatest of food. I mean, I've had rats going here and there. I mean, they've given me 
some stale bread and some, you know, some soup that wasn't Panera. But hey, you know, I, I'm doing all 
right. I'm a prisoner. It says for the Lord, you know what, if he put me here, guess what? I'm gonna trust 
him. I'm gonna have faith. If also me to say this to you, when people go through things in life, I'm a firm 
believer in this. I I was with my dad and I'm with other people too. I believe sometimes that God looks 
down and he knows us. 

(00:32:08): 

He knows everything about us. He knows how strong we are spiritually. He knows that he can count on 
us. And sometimes he allows things to happen in our life that he doesn't allow to happen in somebody 
else's life. And he allows that, I believe, because in some circumstances, not in all, but in some 
circumstances, he's saying, you know what? I believe that I can allow this to happen to this person right 
here. And you know what? They are gonna glorify me in this situation. No matter what happens, they're 
not gonna have a bad attitude. In fact, they're gonna do the greatest work for me than they've ever 
done in their whole entire life. And I believe I can trust them by allowing this to happen. Amen. Amen. 
Amen. I've shared this with Brian sometimes. I said, Brian, it must be hard, hard, hard, hard, hard to 
have two children that have disabilities. 

(00:33:07): 

Amen. It must be hard. It must be tough. You know what I said to him? I said, do you know something? 
Not every Christian would be able to handle this. Not every Christian man, not every Christian mother 
wife would be able to handle this. They wouldn't be able to. But God looked down and he says, I believe 
that Brian and Trish can handle this. And he's in there so I can talk about him. All want to. I believe they 
can handle this. So I'm, I'm gonna allow this in their life. And you know what? I believe that there'll be a 
great testimony through it. And my goodness, have they not been unbelievable. But there again, just like 
job, we all sometimes have our crosses to bear that God gives to us. Amen. Amen. I don't even know, I 
don't understand. In my own wife's life, my own, my, my wonderful wife, she loved to sing. 

(00:34:12): 
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She loved to sing Johanna, she loved to sing. She was an a praise choir. And, uh, she loved to sing, loved 
to teach kids, loved to do all those things. She had a, a, a thyroid issue in her throat. And, uh, we had the 
best doctor. He went in there and got that thyroid out of her throat. But at the time, same time he did 
that, he clipped her vocal cord. You got two of 'em. He clipped one. And that's the way, that's how she 
whispers. Kind of like she does. That's why she can't be with kids anymore, because they can't hear her. 
That's why she can't sing in a praise choir anymore. Cuz if she could, she'd be up here singing right now. 
God gave her a beautiful voice. Beautiful voice. She sang at my mom's funeral service, uh, just a wonder. 
And, and she's asked, well, Lord, why? 

(00:35:06): 

But why? I said, well, honey, I said, look at it like this. Look at it like this. When you talk, people are 
gonna really have to listen. <laugh>. It's like e f Hutton, right? Hey, but you know something. She asked 
why in the beginning, but you know what she says? You know what? That it had to go through God 
before he got to me. Maybe my season was over with kids. Maybe my season was over on the praise, 
being on the praise team, you know, but I can do some other stuff. And so instead of griping, she got 
involved in those things. And y'all have done the same thing. Maybe with things that have happened in 
your life. It says in your notes, we have to override the negative autopilot and remain positive and joyful 
over time. If we're walk, if we're not walking in the spirit, our thought process can be on a negative 
autopilot. 

(00:36:00): 

And it really can be. The key to a positive thought process is to walk in his presence. Let me give you a 
couple of verses. Roman, uh, excuse me. Psalms chapter 16, verse 11. You will show me the path of 
what life, joy, blessings, and your presence is a fullness of a bad attitude. Is that what it says? <laugh>? 
No. And your presence is a fullness of a joyful, positive attitude. But guess what? Where do you have to 
be for the joy to happen? What does it say in your presence? Whose presence is that? God's presence? 
Are y'all with me tonight? Yes. All right. In your right hand, there are pleasures forevermore. So how do 
we have a positive attitude? We walk in his presence. We walk in his presence. We walk according to 
what the scriptures say, and we guard our minds. We're walking in his presence. 

(00:37:07): 

We identify bad thoughts and things that Satan wants us to think about. As soon as those things come 
our way, we say, no, I'm not gonna think about that because I want joy in my life. So if our walk is the 
way it ought to be, then our attitude is gonna be the way that it ought to be. Alright, we're gonna skip 
around here a little bit tonight. Let's go to number letter B there, and I'm gonna skip, uh, Romans 
chapter eight. Y'all can look at it, but for the sake of time, we're gonna go ahead and skip that one 
tonight. And let's go ahead. Our attitude determines, and I put down our altitude. West Churchill made a 
famous statement one day. He says, attitude is a little thing that can make a big difference. Huge 
attitude's a little thing. But I'll tell you one thing, it can make a big difference, not only in our personal 
life, but in the life of everybody else around us. 

(00:38:03): 

Because if our attitude's wrong, not only does it affect us, it affects everybody around us. Amen. Amen. 
It does just like pilots have to keep the right attitude, altitude, or they're gonna be in a world of trouble. 
We have to keep the right attitude, or we'll be in a world of trouble. So how high do we want our spirits 
and attitudes to be? How high? Guess what? It's up to us. If you want to have a bad attitude and always 
be that way, then that's the way it's gonna be. We must maintain the right attitude when the going gets 
rough. Oh, come on now, pastor. I, I can have the right attitude, but things have to be lining up. Things 
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have to be great. You know, it was easy for me to have a right attitude last night. You know what I did 
Sunday when I, when I was going home, Vicky wasn't feeling too hot. 

(00:38:52): 

So I said, you know what I'm gonna do? I'm gonna go to Panera and I'm gonna get her some soup. So I 
did, went and got her two different kinds of soup, and I got her a salad. And I thought to myself, you 
know what? I am so close to Coldstone, I can hit it with a rock <laugh>. I know Vicky would love some ice 
cream. I had good intentions. So I went and I got her a whole half gallon of ice cream really good. And I 
happened to look down, and as God would have it, as he, he blesses me so much, y'all, you just won't 
believe how God bless me. I looked down, I saw a whole brand new thing of banana ice cream they just 
put out. I said, glory to God and the highest. So I said, I will take some of that. 

(00:39:40): 

And I, they said, well, how much do you want? I said, do the same as you're doing for her different kinds 
of ice cream. And I said, and it's a long way home. It's at least 10 minutes from here. Make me a banana 
milkshake, please. And put a banana in it. Do you want a small, uh, excuse me, make me a, they said, I 
shouldn't have even asked. That's right. You shouldn't have asked <laugh>, but it would be real easy for 
me last night after I served her dish and me a dish to have the right kinda attitude. And I did. I'm telling 
you what, it was a glorious thing. You get a spoon, you go into that, uh, banana ice cream, you know, 
you let it sit a little bit how it melts. You know how it melts a little bit. Then you get that little cream 
going there. 

(00:40:20): 

You know what I'm talking, I'm talking to some professional ice cream. Eat. I, I can see it. But it is easy 
when things are going good, right? Hard to have a bad attitude like that. But you know, it's hard to keep 
a right attitude when things are going wrong. You say, how do I have a right attitude when things are 
going wrong? You know how you do it? You get your attitude right before the problems come. And how 
do you do that? You make your walk so strong with God that when bad circumstances and situations 
come, you can handle them just like a hurricane. You know, a hurricane's coming after it blows. It's 
gonna affect your house in a lot of ways, the way that you prepared it or the way that it was built, right? 
The same thing happens with our life. I have seen some Christians in this church that things happen in 
their life and they're blown apart, absolutely blown apart. 

(00:41:18): 

Their stinks. And then I've seen other Christians go through things in their life than it may be in one hand 
or another, or maybe the same, or, or, or worse or even the same level. And they're fine. I mean, it hurt. 
I'm not saying it bounced off of 'em, I'm saying it affected them. But you know what? They might have 
had a bad attitude for a little bit, but now their attitude's fine. How can they say that? Is it because 
they're a super Christian? No. Here's how they can say that. They can say that because they make it a 
habit, a conscious habit to walk with God every single day. They're in the word, they're in prayer. 
They're with the right kind of people. They are coming to church. They're in Bible studies. What do all 
those things do? They put down such a root system in our life that when things come our way that are 
hard and difficult, we can weather this storm. 

(00:42:16): 

We can have the right attitude. Why? Because we are right with God. That doesn't mean that we're 
super saints. That doesn't mean that you're not gonna cry when bad things happen. That doesn't mean 
that you're not gonna get thrown off your game a little bit. But what it means is you will always come 
back center, because you will know that no matter what happens in your life, God is in control. Amen. 
Like I told Lady the other day, everything in your life and mind is funneled through God before it gets to 
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you. She said, I've never heard that before. I said, it's the truth, everything. And God will not allow you 
and I to go through anything that he's not gonna give us everything to go through it with. Amen. Look at 
Philippians chapter four, verse seven and eight. It says, in the peace of God, that piece which reassures 
the heart, that peace, which transcends all understanding, that peace which stands guard over your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus is somebody else's. 

(00:43:19): 

No, it says it's yours, pastor, wait a minute. I can't have a good attitude. Who says, pastor, I can't do 
that. Who says, it says right here, there's peace in Jesus. What does that mean? Be still and know that 
he's God. What does that mean? It means quit getting your attitudes going this way and this way and 
this way. Just sit, contemplate on what's going on and turn it over to Jesus and let him give you the 
peace that passes all understanding, even in the midst of the storm. Amen. So don't sit there and say, 
well, I can't have a good attitude. You don't wanna have a good attitude because you don't wanna have 
a good attitude. Because it says right here that let the peace of God, let the peace of God. Let the trust, 
let the faith in God give you that peace. 

(00:44:12): 

And you know, people aren't gonna understand it. People that are around you, they will not understand 
your attitude. When you're fighting hell by the inch, they won't understand it. You know why they don't 
understand it? Because it says right here, Hey, they're not gonna get it because it transcends their, what 
is their understanding? Their understanding is not godly. It's ungodly because they don't know Jesus. 
Amen. So they're not gonna understand it. They don't understand it. They don't understand why a, a 
group of folks yesterday could get together and praise God and, and laugh and have a good time. 
Somebody just passed away. Yeah. But you don't get it. There's a peace here. There's a peace here. 
Why? She's in heaven. She be giving a bring anybody. And we're gonna see her again the way this world 
goes real soon, <laugh>. Hey man. Hey, why is there peace? Because there's Jesus. And that transcends 
everything. How many times have I had funeral directors tell me after a service has said, I don't get it. I 
don't get it. How are those people? I heard 'em laughing in there. I said, yep. They were, they're smiling. 
Are they on something? I said, yeah, they are. Well, they on. I said, Jesus. 

(00:45:34): 

Hey, they don't understand it because they don't have Jesus. So that is a witness of the people out in the 
hall that don't know Jesus. Amen. Right. Finally, believers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, it's 
talking about having a good attitude. This is what you need to think about. Whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable and worthy of respect, whatever is right and confirmed by God's word, whatever is pure and 
wholesome, whatever is lovely and brings peace, whatever is admirable and of good re uh, repute, if 
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think sometimes on these things. Now, 
think continually on these things. What does that mean? You wanna have a right thought life? Think 
about the right things. Oh, pastor, that sounds so simple, but it's not. It's one of the hardest things that 
you and I can ever do. 

(00:46:28): 

You know what I found out though? The more you hang around negativity, the more you think about 
negative things, the more you hang around ungodly things, the more you think about ungodly things, 
right? It's what you feed yourself. You know, it's like, you know, whatever you put in is gonna come out, 
right? So he's saying, look, there is a diet. There is a diet. I'm not talking about gene coba. God says, I'm 
not talking about gene coba. I want you to have a good memory. But here's where you need to 
understand. You take all the items you want for your mind, but this is the best prescription that's ever 
been given. Amen? You want to have a good mind. You want to have a good, good attitude. Put your 
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mind on the right things. And believe me, folks, that's gonna be one of the hardest things that you've 
ever, ever done in your life. 

(00:47:21): 

Because this world is very polluted with the all wrong things to think about. Amen. Amen says, if you 
think you can't do anything about your thinking and attitude, then you're defeated before you even 
begin to try. There's one word that equals defeat. And the answer to that is Satan. Satan is the author of 
defeat. Jesus is the author of victory. Amen. Amen. That's what it is. So we need to put into practice 
what we have learned. Look at, uh, Philippians chapter four, verse nine. Here we go. Philippians, chapter 
four, verse nine. These things which you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Practice 
these things. What does that mean? Practice putting the right kind of thoughts in our mind. And folks, 
you know, I again, go to that Bible promise book. Go to the word of God, put on your, in your computer 
verse about a positive attitude. 

(00:48:30): 

Put that in your computer. Let it spit out some verses. Print 'em out. Put 'em places in your car. Put 'em 
places at your work. Put 'em places at your house that you continually see 'em. And every time Satan 
tries to get your attitude to go swing one way or the other, look at scripture. And he's saying, here, 
listen, put into practice, into daily use and what happens. And the God who is a source of what peace, 
good attitude, and wellbeing will be with you. That means put into practice what you have heard. We 
just went through that verse. And what to think about, to have a good attitude. You have got to fight. 
And I've got to fight Satan. Negative attitudes, negative thoughts, the right thought life with one word. 
And that is prayer. And with the scriptures. Amen. Amen. Two words, prayer and the scriptures. 

(00:49:29): 

Thank you, Dan. Been a long day prayer and scriptures. Two words. I did do good in math. Two plus two 
eagle. Anyway, anyway, fight them with prayer and scriptures. And you know something that's the same 
way Jesus fought, wasn't it? Same way he fought, he taught us a lesson. How do you fight? How do you 
fight? You fight with the word, you fight with prayer. Put into practice. What you have learned also says 
in your notes, you were not simply born. And I was not simply born a positive person. We've got to work 
at it. Look at one Peter, chapter five, verse eight. Now, this is not talking about, um, being sober as far as 
alcohol is concerned. All right? Be sober. But it could apply to that too. All right? Be sober, well-balanced 
and self-disciplined. Be alert and cautious at all times. The enemy of yours, the devil, prowls around like 
a roaring line, fiercely hungry, seeking someone to devour with a bad attitude. 

(00:50:35): 

That's what he wants to do. He wants to bring you a bad attitude. So how do you keep a good attitude? 
You keep sober with the Lord. You keep right with him. You keep talking about being alert to things 
around you that can cause you harm, that can cause your spiritual life to be hurt, your attitudes to be 
hurt. Recognize those things. In order to recognize those things, you've got to be on alert like it says 
here. Be alert and be cautious at all times. Because you've gotta understand, as soon as you and I wake 
up in the morning, Satan starts sending arrows our way. Start sending arrows even before you even get 
outta bed. Even when you go to bed sometimes you ever have a hard time getting to sleep and there's 
negative thoughts that are coming into your mind or thoughts that you shouldn't be thinking about. 

(00:51:23): 

Sometimes. Satan's relentless folks, just like he says, that lying, he's nothing to fool around with. He's 
coming to devour you. And I keep your guard up. It's like a boxer. It says, be alert and cautious at all 
times. What is a boxer? A boxer's gonna be fine as long as he keeps his his gloves up, right? Yes. 
Muhammad Ali used to say all the time, you know, I do my best work when they drop their gloves 
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sooner or later, you know, through the little dancing than I do. And all the stuff that he used to do. 
People would get tired and they would just put their their guard down and man, he would just pop 'em, 
pop 'em several times before they even know they got popped. What happened? They let their guard 
down. When do we have a bad attitude? We have a bad attitude when we let our guard down. 

(00:52:14): 

How many times have you said somebody said to you, you know, what, what is wrong with you today? 
What is the matter with you? You're just in a bad attitude. What's going on with you? Or maybe they say 
some other things. They shouldn't say what's happened to you. And when you really think about it, 
they're right, because you think back and you say, you know, I was going fine until that happened today, 
before that happened yesterday. And that's thrown me off course for this long. And I just been lashing 
at, at that person, that person that I haven't been able to think straight. And I certainly haven't been 
thinking about the purity of God and how things I need to be thinking about with God. I have been in a 
rut. I've been nasty. I hadn't been myself. I've yelled, screamed, threw things around, slammed doors, 
whatever. 

(00:53:07): 

I hadn't been myself. Why? Cause you let your guard down. Satan got you. Pop, pop, pop. He got you. 
First thing you can do is be honest and say, okay, I let my guard down. And you know what you need to 
do? You need to let everybody else around you know that you were wrong. That's hard to, hard to do. 
Amen. Amen. Vicky gets on me sometimes, don't think I'm right. I'm, hey, sometimes I get in a, I get in a 
bad attitude, pastor, you don't. Oh, yes I do. Hey, I do. I get, I get sideways sometimes. You get sideways 
sometimes. And sometimes I have to come back and I say, Hey, I'm sorry. But we need to realize that the 
rough times, times that we go through won't last forever. So what do we need to do in the rough times? 
Need to make sure that our attitude's right, and then we need to be still. 

(00:54:00): 

And we need to know that he's God. And we need to ask him what he's trying to teach us through the 
circumstance or situation or challenge that you're going through. And again, not always is it something 
that we have done wrong? Not always is it sin in our life. Sometimes we can be doing just fine. We're 
right with God. And God allows something to happen in our life. And God says, I am trying again to help 
you in this area of your life. And so be still. I say, okay, God, I might have a right attitude. I'm gonna let 
every pe everybody around me see Jesus in me through this situation. I'm gonna have a right testimony, 
but please let me know what is what you're trying to teach me. Sometimes he will, sometimes he won't 
for a while, says, instead of complaining, we need to ask the Lord what he's trying to teach the truth 
times. 

(00:54:54): 

And I'm gonna give you this first, and we're done. Consider it nothing but joy, my brothers and sisters. 
Whenever you fall into various trials, circumstances, or situations, be. Now, this is Jesus talking. Be 
assured, don't have any doubts. You listen to me. That the testing of your faith through circumstances, 
situations, things that you don't like, trials produces endurance. All right? It produces faith in me. It 
produces trust. It produces more time in the Bible. It produces more prayer time, it produces more 
church time leading to spiritual maturity and inner peace. You know how you know that? Because 
there's some of y'all sit in here tonight that can say, you know what pastor, what you said is absolutely 
right. You know why I had this bad circumstances situation happen to me last week, the week before, 
two weeks ago, three weeks ago. And you know what, a year ago, I would've not been able to handle it 
spiritually the way that I just got through handling it. 

(00:56:18): 
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You know why you and I say that is because we've just, what that verse said, we allowed God to work in 
us through the situations and circumstances. And God produced a strength of faith in us, a strength of 
endurance in us. So we need to understand that as long as we're here on this earth, what God is trying 
to do in our life, whether we understand it or not, through the good times and the bad, he is trying to 
shape us and mold us to be the very best representatives of him that we possibly can be. And 
sometimes folks as very, very difficult. Sometimes it is painful, sometimes it hurts. All right? But we need 
to understand that He loves us with an everlasting love. He'll never give us more than what we can 
handle. And we need to have the right kind of Christ-like attitude no matter what comes our way. 

(00:57:17): 

Because again, we could be, and we are the only Bible that this unsafe world is reading. That's it. 
Everywhere you go, whatever you're doing. And I'll close out with this, there was a fellow at, uh, Publix 
last week. And, uh, I was getting groceries. He had the, he had a shirt on, had the name of his church on 
the shirt. He thought that there was a buy one get one free on Thomas Bagels. He had two things of 
bagels. The girl at the cashier, I know her really well, go to her a lot. Precious little girl. She proceeded to 
tell the man in such a nice way that he was mistaken that they were not on the bogo. Buy one, get one. 
He proceeded to tell her that yes, they were, she proceeded to tell him though they weren't. And then 
he kept on stuffing it back in her face. 

(00:58:20): 

I'm looking down at this guy and I saw the name of the church, and man, my blood started boiling. Mm. 
So they sent one of the stalkers back to the back because she said, well, let me see if I'm mistaken. Kid 
went back there, brought the bagels back. He said, no, she's right. Till the mans tried to insist that he 
was right, she was wrong. Finally, he got mad, showed his self, I mean, really showed his self. So I gotta 
be honest with you, I said, I am not gonna let this moment go by without this being a teachable moment 
for this man. So he parked on a different area than me. I watched how he went out. I got in my truck and 
I went right over to where he was gonna pull out. I pulled right up to him and I said, roll down your 
window. 

(00:59:24): 

And I was down and I said, I wanna say something to you. I said, what church do you go to? And he says, 
right here on my shirt. I said, you think any of the people in there that you just talked to at that cast 
treasure are gonna come to your church after the way you just acted? I said, you know, if I was you, I 
wouldn't wear that shirt anymore in public. That's all I said. He looked at me, he didn't know what to 
say. You say, I shouldn't have done that, pastor. You should let the Holy Spirit handle that. Well, I'm sure 
the Holy Spirit did handle it, but I wanted to handle a little bit too. So Holy Spirit too. I might have been 
the Holy Spirits tool. That's right. And I hope I see him again in the store. I'm really hoping I'm looking for 
him, <laugh>. 

(01:00:17): 

But I say that to say, folks, we're in an aquarium every single day. People are looking at us. Amen. Yes. 
Let's pray. Father, we love you. Thank you for being here with us tonight. Lord, thank you for this time, a 
Bible study and praise that we've had. We pray that you'd be with us, Lord, as we go outta here. And 
Lord, help us to be the best representatives of you that we possibly can be. Help us to have the right 
kind of attitude. And we have that Lord, by our walk with you in thanking the right thoughts. Help us to 
be a blessing to others. This sweet Lord, your name we pray, amen. Amen. Sunday, you do not want to 
miss. Do not, miss do not, miss do not miss the Newlands will be here. And, uh, it's going to be a home 
dinger of a service. It's gonna be really, really, really good. All right? And we just have a great 
opportunity to be able to have them and, uh, very unexpected. Didn't know they were coming, but, uh, 
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you know, Lord works some mysterious ways. Had a lot of calls already, people wanting to know about 
'em coming in. So, uh, it's gonna be a good, good service. So look forward to it. Bring some folks with 
you and, uh, it's gonna be a good day. All right? God bless y'all. See you later. 
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