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March Tower Deadline
Friday, February 24
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Stay Connected
• Weekly E-Newsletter  - Sign up for the weekly 

e-newsletters!  Go to: epworth.com/email
• Obituary Notifications 

Sign up to receive obituary notifications!    
Go to: epworth.com/email

• Social Media

/EpworthToledo 

/EpworthChurchToledo

/EpworthToledo

In Person & 
Livestream Worship

SUNDAY:
• 8:30am Classic w/ Weekly Holy Communion: In-

cludes Holy Communion served every week.  
• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted  

Methodist tradition featuring choral and organ 
music. 

• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced, featuring our 
praise band. 

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK:
Watch our worship online at epworth.com/live or on 
our Facebook page at facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am: Rebroadcast of 8:30 worship 

service
• Sunday at 11:00am: LIVE!  

TELEVISION BROADCASTS:
Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB - Televised broadcast of 
last week’s worship. [Cable channel 40, Local chan-
nel 6]

Archived Sermons
All of our previous sermons are available at any 
time and on the go!
• PODCASTS: We can be found on Apple, Spotify, 

and Google. Visit epworth.com/podcast for links.
• WEBSITE: Access any of our previously streamed  

sermons 24/7 at epworth.com/sermons.
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Thanks!
Advent 2022 Recap: 
A tremendous THANK YOU for your generous giving 
throughout the 2022 Advent season!!!
• St. Paul’s received 23 hams, over 600 hats, gloves, 

scarves, men’s & women’s undergarments & socks, 
and enough laundry detergent to do over 500 loads of 
laundry

• Hawkins STEMM Academy received over 3,000 indi-
vidual snacks, 110 boxes of tissues and 45 balls for use 
during recess

• Keiser Elementary received 389 hats, mittens & socks
• Over 50 volunteers rang the Salvation Army Bell at a 

local Kroger’s store raising over $2,170
• Over $350 was raised for Heifer International 
• AND Over $15,000 was raised through your Christmas 

giving which will directly impact Epworth’s ministries!

Thank you to our many members, our Sunday School class-

es, our S.W.A.T. and our Children’s Ministry team for your 
generosity and special thanks to the Outreach/Missions 
Advent Team for the organization and distribution around 
Epworth’s Advent giving.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
When you think about it The Bible is a 
love letter to humanity.  God’s ultimate 
Valentine to any and every one who 
chooses to accept it.  All we have to 
do is open the pages of this Holy Book 
and we read statements like “For God 
so Loved the World that He gave…,” 
and “No one has seen God, but if we 

love one another God lives in us,” and “Do everything in 
love,” and “God is love. Whoever lives in love, lives in God.”

Valentine’s month is a good opportunity to pause and think 
about what it means to love God, love others and love our-
selves. Here are a few facts about this holiday that might be 
fun for you to know and share:

1. The first Valentine card was sent in the 15th Century in 
the form of a poem written by French medieval Duke 
Charles to his wife. 

2. Mass produced Valentine’s cards began in the 1840’s  
created by Esther A. Howland, an enterprising young 
woman known as “The Mother of the American  
Valentine.”  

3. More than 250 million roses are grown specifically for 
Valentine’s Day each year. 

4. According to the National Retail Foundation Americans 
are expected to spend 28 billion dollars celebrating this 
holiday of love in 2023 with 3 billion on candy alone.  In 
addition $751,000 will be spent on gifts for pets.  

Whether you have a special Valentine this year in human, 
pet, AI form, or not, know you are an important part of 
God’s family and you are loved.  

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher
Senior Pastor

EPWORTH PRESCHOOL 2023
Epworth Preschool Open House: Sunday, February 5
Epworth families have the privilege of enrolling in the 
Preschool and Children’s Day Out (CDO) for the 2023-24 
school year now. Parents may also attend the open house 
on Sunday, February 5 from 1-3pm to visit the classrooms 
and meet teachers or contact Jane at jlyon@epworth.com to 
schedule a short visit with your child. Registration will open 
to the public on February 5, so register early to get your 
desired time slots and days. Registration packets will be 
available in the lobby, church office and online.

• Children’s Day Out is a one day a week program for 
children who are 2 or 3. 

• Epworth Preschool is a half day preschool program 
that helps children develop physically, academically, 
emotionally, socially, and spiritually in a Christian play-
based environment. Children must be 3 years of age by 
September 30, 2023 and must be potty trained. 

CENTRAL AVENUE BRIDGE OVER OTTAWA 
RIVER TO CLOSE, 5 MONTHS, ON MARCH 1!
The Ohio Department of Transpor-
tation has just announced the com-
plete replacement of the Central 
Avenue bridge over the Ottawa Riv-
er located immediately west of the 
Epworth United Methodist Church 
campus.  We are told that construc-
tion is to begin on this 5-month 
long project around March 1 and 
be completed by the end of July.  All Central Avenue’s east & 
west bound lanes will be completely closed for the duration 
of the project.  This project will not only affect access to 
Epworth by members but may also be an inconvenience for 
the entire Toledo community as Central Avenue (State Route 
120) is a major east-west traffic thoroughfare. 

To avoid this major construction project, the Epworth Cam-
pus can best be reached from the eastern side of the Ottawa 
River bridge by using Corey Road via I-475, Talmadge Road 
or Secor Road.  ODOT will install signage for detours and 
alternate routes. 

As soon as we have a precise start date, we will send a 
further update.  We appreciate your understanding and 
support during this process as we help as many people as 
possible continue to access the mission and ministry of our 
Church.
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GROW

Mayor Mike Bell -  Sunday, Feb 19
Our interview guest on Presidents’ Day Sunday will be former Toledo Mayor Mike Bell. 
Mayor Bell will share his experiences in public service and interactions with several U.S. 
Presidents. 

Prior to serving as the Mayor of Toledo (2010-14) he served as the Toledo Fire Chief and the Fire Marshall 
for the State of Ohio. Mayor Bell has a long record of public service and continues his commitment to help-
ing others by serving on a number of boards including the Boys and Girls Club, the American Red Cross and 
Bethany House. He is also a Founding member along with Dr. Swisher and all living former Mayors of Toledo 
of the Coalition for Peaceful Toledo Neighborhoods. Mr. Bell is the Founder and Owner of the Michael P. Bell 

Group, LLC.   

FRIENDS FROM PITTSBURG AREA GATHERING
To all Epworth members, along with significant others/friends, who hail from the Pittsburgh area (or wish they had!) On 
Wednesday, February 15, we are hosting a dinner gathering at 6pm in our home. All attendees must wear black and gold. No 
need to bring anything, unless you have a favorite beverage, like Iron City Beer! Be prepared for some Pittsburgh trivia and 
other fun activities! If you can attend, please email Pat at pat.sheehan@dmctechgroup.com. When you RSVP, we will send you 
the address. Look forward to seeing yinz!!!  -Pat and Elaine Sheehan

THE EPWORTH ARTIST SERIES PRESENTS: 
An Afternoon of Organ Music
Sunday February 12 at 3pm, join us for an afternoon of music by American, German and French com-
posers presented by Cecil Baughman on our Shantz organ.  Music by J. S Bach, Felix Mendelssohn, Cesar 
Franck, Daniel Pinkham, and Henri Mulet will make for an exciting afternoon of great music. This concert 
is free and open to the public! 

Winter Soiree Featuring Eric Dickey, Jazz Quintet
Sunday, March 19 at 6pm, Eric Dickey will be joining us. He is a long established jazz artist in the vibrant Toledo jazz commu-
nity. Eric brings together local and international musicians to provide entertaining evenings filled with the dynamic rhythms, 
harmonies and improvised melodies that are the hallmark of that uniquely American art form, jazz.  Eric and his quintet can be 
seen at many venues in northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan. This concert is free an open to the public.

FRIENDS IN FAITH:
To inquire about location, or with any other questions for either book club or BUNCO, please contact Ronnie Gorsuch at 
gorsuch2@bex.net. You will receive specific RSVP instructions at that time. 

Book Club
The Friends in Faith Book club meets at 7pm on the 4th Tuesday each month. We serve up dessert along with interesting 
discussions and all adults are welcome. Join us next on February 28 as we discuss Tinkers by Paul Harding.

BUNCO
The Friends in Faith BUNCO group is a women’s group that plays every month. We start at 6:30pm with a shared meal so you 
will be asked to bring a side dish, appetizer or dessert to share. Join us  next on Thursday, February 16.

FEBRUARY SPECIAL INTERVIEW GUESTS:
Mr. Ed Caldwell - Scout Sunday 
Our special interview guest on Scout Sunday, February 12 will be Mr. Ed Caldwell, Scout Executive/CEO of 
the Erie Shores Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Dr. Swisher will interview him in our worship services 
about the great work being done by Scouting here at home and around the world.  
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GROW

Help for today, Hope for tomorrow, 
And a place to call Home.

Ash Wednesday
We invite you to join us for one of our two services February 22 at 12 noon and 7pm, as we begin the 
Lenten season. Holy Communion and ashes will be offered at both services. Childcare and livestream 
at epworth.com/live will be available at 7pm. The service is marked by the imposition of ashes which 
signifies repentance (usually in the shape of the cross) which points us to the good news yet to come on 
Easter morning.

ADULT SINGLES
Single, divorced, and widowed adults in the Toledo  
community are invited. For more info, or to RSVP, contact 
Sue at suehartman63@hotmail.com. Join us on: 

Thursday, February 9: Game Day 
Play white elephant bingo at Hope UMC, Sylvania Avenue 
across from Franklin Park Mall.  From 10am-2pm with a 
lunch break (bring your own lunch). 

Sunday, February 12: Church, Food & Concert
Attend the 9:45am service at Epworth then car pool to the 
Spaghetti Warehouse Restaurant, 42 S. Superior St., Toledo, 
for Lunch at 12 Noon. Return to Epworth for the 3pm Organ 
Concert. 

CURRENT & UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesday Women's Bible Study
All women are warmly invited to join our Bible study at 2pm in the Deep End. Come explore the 
relevance of how many biblical women play critical roles in the drama of God’s salvation. "Wom-
en of the Bible," written by Pastor James Harnish, grew out of a desire to discover how women 
who made a difference in the Bible can make a difference in our lives today. Take a closer look at 
the stories of four extraordinary women in Scripture with the intent of being drawn into a fresh 
awareness of what it means to be more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ in 2023.

Spring Bible Study 
The Spring Bible Study led by Dr. Ed Bardi and Pastor Steve will focus on Acts 13-28 using the book by R. Albert Mohler “Acts 
for You” as a devotional resource.  The class will meet at Epworth on Thursdays from 3:30-4:30pm and will run from March 
2-May 18. If you are looking for a way to deepen your faith and understanding of the Bible during the Season of Lent, want to 
learn more about one of the most significant books in the Bible or simply want to make new friends. This is the study for you. 
All are welcome and encouraged to participate. Plan to join us on Thursday, March 2 at 3:30pm.  

“The Chosen” Part 3 Bible Study: Coming Soon 
By now, most of you are aware of the Bible studies that were offered on parts 1 and 2 of “The Chosen” last year. We will be of-
fering an 8-week study on “The Chosen” part 3 starting in spring. For now anyone who has not participated in parts 1 and 2 but 
would like to join the part 3 study, can contact Jamile at j.shibley@pm.me. Visit angel.com/watch/the-chosen to learn more.

CURRENT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES:
9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  
Listen, learn, and enjoy lively discussion while expanding 
your spirituality. This group offers short-term studies, 
year-round, facilitated by group members. Join us, all are 
welcome. 

9:45am | Coffee & Conversation | Rm 213 
Discuss modern day issues/current events and examine 
the teachings of Jesus in light of them.

LENT 2023:
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
What are you doing for dinner this Shrove Tuesday? We will be serving all-you-can-eat pancakes and 
sausage on Tuesday, February 21 from 6-8pm. It's $8/person or $20/family with proceeds benefiting 
the S.W.A.T mission trip. Donations are also always accepted. We look forward to seeing you there! 

http://angel.com/watch/the-chosen
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FAMILIES

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
• The Church building closes if there’s a 

Level 3 Snow Emergency in Lucas county.

• Church activities, classes, and volunteers:  
Canceled if Sylvania Schools close. We will 
re-evaluate again at 3pm regarding evening 
activities. The staff person in charge of that 
activity will make the decision and will con-
tact those persons involved.

• Preschool & CDO: Canceled if Ottawa Hills Schools close.

KIDS CHOIR IS BACK!
We’re back and ready to sing!! If you have 
questions please contact Music Director, Cecil, 
at cecil@epworth.com.

• Children’s choir, ages 3 through grade 
5, meets on Wednesdays in room 207 at 
5:15pm. 

• Children’s bells, grades 2 - 5, meets on 
Wednesdays in the sanctuary at 6:00pm.

LENTEN RESOURCE FOR FAMILIES: THIS IS MY BODY
Take time as a family this Lent to grow in faith together! This Lenten Family Resource 
explores how Jesus lived in his body on earth and invites us to take care of—and em-
brace the goodness of—our own bodies. Each week highlights a different story from Je-
sus’ life and connects it to shared human experiences—like growing up, taking naps, or 
drinking water. This is My Body seeks to inspire curiosity, wonder, and awe in all ages.

Epworth’s Children & Family Ministry Team will have kits available at the children’s 
Check-In Counter for families to take home beginning Sunday, February 26 or you can simply email mary@epworth.com and 
Mary Roesti can send you all of the resources in a digital format. 

Each family kit will include seven weekly family devotions consisting of a suggested scripture to read, a short reflection, discus-
sion questions, an activity, a fun fact, and a prayer. From there, it is up to your family and your individual needs how you use the 
resource. Perhaps you will do one small piece of the weekly devotion each evening – or maybe you will spend about an hour 
once a week to explore these devotions together – heck, you could even invite another family over and do this together! 
Our prayer is that this Lenten Family Resource will help you share in conversation about how God came to be human and live 
among us and what that means for your family today.

WHAT EPWORTH KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN FEBRUARY 
Elementary: 

This month, Epworth’s Elementary kids will meet at 9:45 in the children’s wing and continue 
to explore God’s Big Story. We will “hit the road” this month as we discover how to navigate 
life respectfully!

We will explore what the Bible has to say about this month’s virtue Respect— Showing others 
they are important by what you say and do. During their large group worship and small group 
discussions, the kids will focus on this month’s memory verse: “Do to others as you want them 
to do to you. (Luke 6:31)” Our prayer is that your children learn that as they navigate life, how 
they treat others will play a large role in every twist and turn – treating others respectfully 
will help lead them in the path God wants for their lives!  

Preschool & Toddler: 
This month, we continue our in-person gatherings during all Sunday morning worship 
services with hands-on, action-packed large group/small group time. Epworth’s Preschool 
and Toddler kids will explore the Biblical truth: Jesus loves me.

There is no better month than February to focus on love! During their Bible story time, they 
will work on memorizing this month’s Bible Memory Verse: “How wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ. (Ephesians 3:18)” It is our prayer that by learning more about 
how much Jesus loves them, your little ones will always remember Jesus’ AMAZING and LIFE 
CHANGING love throughout their lives!! 
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FAMILIES
SWAT IN FEBRUARY
Greetings from the Deep End! We have a full schedule for February as you can see below. We 
want to highlight a couple of items for you: February 21 we will be having a Pancake Supper 
fund raiser for our summer mission trip. This event will be in the gym from 6-8pm. It is all you 
can eat pancakes and sausage cooked and prepared by the youth of S.W.A.T. The cost is $8/
person or $20/family. This is a fund raiser for the summer mission trip, so any donations are 
welcome. We hope to see everyone there! 

On the weekend of February 17-19 some of our youth will be going to Beulah Beach. We a 
going to a weekend retreat called White Out featuring “The Skit Guys”. This should be a great 
time and the youth are very excited about the trip.

We'd also like to thank the Priscilla Circle team for joining 
SWAT on January 29 at our Sunday night meeting to work on 
a mission project. We came together to make several no-sew 
blankets that will benefit the Epworth furniture ministry. We 

made ~13 blankets that will be sent to the furniture ministry warehouse to be given out in 
the blessings room. It was a wonderful night of collaboration and fellowship with the ladies 
of the Priscilla Circle, the youth, and adult volunteers of S.W.A.T. Thank you so much it was an 
amazing night and we look forward to collaborating again.

KID-TO-KID MISSIONS: LEARNING TO SERVE
This Lenten season, Epworth’s kids are encouraged to bring in school supplies to help area class-
rooms. Grace Church houses a supply cupboard to assist the teachers and students at several local 
schools by providing needed supplies for their classrooms. Donations can be placed in the basket 
at the Kid-to-Kid mission kiosk near the children’s check-in counter from February 26 – April 9.  
Thank you in advance for your contribution! The following supplies are needed to help re-stock the 
cupboard: 

• Crayola crayons (24 count)
• Crayola colored pencils (12 count)
• mechanical pencils

• pencil sharpeners
• 2-pocket folders with or without prongs (any color) 

CURRENT & UPCOMING STUDY SERIES:
Feb 5 & 12: “Exclusive Drop” a conversation on identity

Feb 19- March 12: TBD

FUN FEBRUARY EVENTS:
Feb 17-19:  Winter retreat at Beulah Beach

Feb 21: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 6-8pm

SWAT IN FEBRUARY

S.W.A.T. provides a safe, judgement free place to build, question, and reflect on your relationship with 
not only God but the world around us and we are going to have some fun doing it. Email our Director of 

Youth and Family Ministries, Jay at jay@epworth.com.
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER

CELEBRATECELEBRATE

EASTEREASTER
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 9 
6:30AM: Sunrise Worship at the Toledo Zoo Great Hall. 
This is free to attend and will feature Dr. Swisher’s 
message, “Can You Believe That?” 

9AM: Free Easter Brunch in the Epworth Gym.

10AM: Classic Easter Worship Service featuring  Dr. 
Swisher’s message, “Wake Up, Rise Up and Get Out” and 
classic Easter music played by the Academy Brass 
Quintet in the Epworth Sanctuary.

MONDAY, APRIL 3 AT 7PM
Rev. Rob Fuquay - Author of “The God We Can Know”
St. Luke’s UMC in Indianapolis, Indiana 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 AT 7PM
Rev. Bill Britt
Peachtree Road UMC in Atlanta, Georgia

TUESDAY, APRIL 4 AT 7PM
Rev. David Wiggs

Boston Avenue UMC in Tulsa, Oklahoma

THURSDAY, APRIL 6 AT 7PM
Last Words of Christ

Epworth Members & Chanel Choir

HOLY WEEK 2023



9

CARE

CARING SUNDAY 
Can you take a few minutes to sign Valentines for our Homebound Members? The Congregational 
Care and Wellness Team have prepared beautiful postcards and we just need to add a personal touch. 
It’s a simple, but meaningful, task. On Sunday, February 19, sign a short, “Thinking of you, Happy 
Valentine’s Day” or, “Praying for you, your Epworth Family.” Note cards will be on tables in the lobby 
with lists of recipients so that you can write notes to be sent out. They will be sending these cards to 
our homebound members within the following week or so. 

HEALING AND WHOLENESS 
The Healing and Wholeness team invites you to join us on Monday, February 13 at 7pm in the chap-
el for our monthly service of Healing and wholeness.  During the service we emphasize that God is 
the source of our strength, faith, hope and love.  In this service the majority of prayers are printed in 
the bulletin so that we may pray together, the healing prayer is prayed by a team member followed 
by the sharing of the Lord's prayer.  This service includes multiple scripture readings, hymns are 
sung, a short homily is shared, often Pastor Swisher joins us and offers communion, and for those 
who choose to accept it an oil anointing with a hands on prayer is offered.  

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Spring is a time of renewal and hope. Let’s spring into action and provide hope to those who need it. 
Epworth is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on March 4, from 9am – 2pm. Please join us, every dona-
tion can impact up to three lives. Please contact Gordy Krueger, via email gordy59@hotmail.com if you 
would like help in scheduling an appointment. Or you can use the QR Code here and select your own 
timeslot.

Valentine’s Day - Happy or Sad ?? 
 

Valentine’s Day is a happy day.  But, for some it is a painful reminder of the difficult time 
they are experiencing.  If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time, our 

Stephen Ministers can bring Jesus’ love (God’s ultimate Valentine) back into your life. 
Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will meet with 

you privately on a weekly basis to listen, to support and encourage you, to pray with 
and for you, and to walk with you for the duration of your struggle.

 
To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how you or someone you know could be 

matched with a Stephen Minister contact us at stephenministry@epworth.com.

SCOUT SUNDAY 
Scout Sunday is February 12. Did you know that both organizations recognize the importance of God in their Promise/Oath? 
Boy/Cub Scouts: “On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country…” Girl Scouts: “On my honor, I will do my 
duty to God and my country…” If you are a current or former member of Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts and would like to participate 
during the morning worship services on Scout Sunday, please contact Jennie@epworth.com. 

Whether you currently are or have been a Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Girl Scout, Venture, Explorer, etc. we hope you will attend this 
special Sunday. Scouts, leaders and volunteers will be recognized during worship services. Please come in your scout uniform if 
you are able. 
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SERVE

FURNITURE MINISTRY

BLESSINGS ITEMS 
MOST NEEDED:

bagless vacuum 
cleaners, flatware, 
large cooking pans 

and skillets

STATS:    JANUARY:
Families:   9
Adults:  10
Children:   13
Furniture:   100

2023:
9

10
13

100

HAWKINS STEMM-
ACADEMY PARTNERSHIP

Not all Epworth-Hawkins 
Partnership volunteers work 
directly with students. In ad-

dition to those who tutor, help 
in the library or Book Initiative 
activities, some volunteers are 

active “behind the scenes,” 
providing support to Hawkins staff and other vol-

unteers. Once a month, volunteer Cindi Bishop 
delivers delicious treats for teachers and staff. 
Candy bars for Halloween, cake for Christmas, 
or the ever-popular individually wrapped giant 

muffins brighten their day and show our appreci-
ation. Other volunteers make sure that birthday 
cards are delivered each month to staff members 

celebrating birthdays, and Epworth-Hawkins 
volunteers receive hand-written “caring notes” 

during times of illness or loss. If you know of any 
Hawkins volunteers going through a difficult 

time, contact Pat at holmbp@sbcglobal.net so 
we can be sure they receive a note. 

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEN
We are looking for men who would like to be part of the 
Maundy Thursday Drama, April 6.  The choir and drama 
team will be presenting the "Last Words of Christ". Men are 
needed to portray the roles of the 12 disciples.  Each role 
has a small speaking part (which will not need to be memo-
rized). We will have 3 rehearsals, including the performance 
( so a total of a 4 day commitment). Please contact Jeff Boze 
at jboze1@bex.net if you are interested in being a part of 
this very special service.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
FUNERAL LUNCHEON COMMITTEE!
This Committee gives our church family members an op-
portunity to gather in one place after the funeral service. It 
not only provides a meal for mourners, but allows people to 
support one another during this difficult time. After Les sets 
up the tables and chairs, Committee Members continue the 
setup with tablecloths and flowers, prepare and serve the 
meal and then cleanup. For more information, contact Tom 
Paterson at tommypnow@gmail.com or Jo Champion at 
jo1@buckeye-express.com.

TOUCH-A-TRUCK PLANNING TEAM
The snow is flying, but our 
11th Annual Touch-A-Truck 
Event will be here before you 
know it; and we need your 
HELP! Touch a Truck will be 
on May 13.

In 2022, Touch a Truck was BACK and an estimated 1,100 
adults and children visited the Epworth Campus - making 
Touch-A-Truck one of the largest outreach events of the 
year. We are in need of individuals willing to give their time 
and talent by joining the Touch-A-Truck planning team. 
There is a short 12 - 15 week commitment that starts in 
February and ends with the event on May 13.

If you are interested in joining the team or have a cool 
vehicle you'd like to show off, email Adam and the Touch-a-
Truck team at touchatruck@epworth.com.

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Thank you Epworth for your 
generosity! Feed Your 
Neighbor needs for February:

• tuna fish
• canned mixed  

vegetables
• chicken noodle soup
• canned potatoes
• kidney beans
• pork and beans

• diced tomatoes
• canned peaches
• pears
• 64 ounce juice 

And the following hygiene products:

F E E D
Y O U R

NEIGHBOR

• toothpaste
• shampoo
• bar soap

• deodorant
• brown paper bags
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FINANCE TEAM REPORT 
The included table summarizes Epworth’s financial  
performance for the year 2022 showing actual results in 
dollars versus budget and the corresponding variance.
Comments regarding key items of our year-end financial 
results follow below: 
• Revenues  

From pledges, contributions and all other offerings 
totaled $1,192,899 versus a total year budget of 
$1,341,150. This actual revenue amount is -$148,251 
or 11.0% below budget.  Our total year revenues were 
improved by a wonderful bequest from the  David 
Haase & family in the amount of $97,965 as shown in 
the summary table.

• Total Expenses 
• Programs & Ministries expenses were $49,113 vs. a 

budget of $76,510 or $27.397 (36%) below budget 
due to effective management by the staff

• Communications, Media and Advertising expenses 
were $94,345 vs. a budget of $89,000 or $5,346 (6%) 
above budget due to Easter & Christmas promotions 
as well YouTube & Channel 40/WLMB TV broadcasts

• Church Operations & Administration expenses were 
$224,682 vs. a budget of $249,043 or $24,360 (10%) below budget

• Total Lay Staff Personnel expenses were $450,955 vs. a budget of $396,545 or $54,510 above budget. Pastoral Support 
expenses were $168,843 vs. a budget of $223,151 or $54,305 (24%) better than budget

• Apportionments, Missions & Outreach expenditures were $105,794 vs. a budget of $197,005 or $91,211 (46%) under 
budget 

• Total Income  
(resulting from all Revenues plus Bequests minus Total Expenses) was a positive surplus $4.062 vs. a budget of $5.192 or 
$1,130 less than budgeted for the year in total. 

Questions are always welcomed.  Please direct any financial questions to the members of the 2023 Finance Team: Jarrod 
Hirschfeld (Chair), Derek Martindale, Sarah Schoesler, Kathy Frank or Dick Lantz, or to the Epworth Business Office: Peter 
Machin (Treasurer) or Susan Rex (Staff Accountant).

FINANCE REPORT

Epworth,

The year 2022 was challenging 
from a financial standpoint 
in many ways, but I am very 
pleased that we finished with 
a surplus! Peter, Susan, and the 
entire Finance Team worked 
very diligently to raise revenue 
where possible and cut expens-
es wherever we could. 

I am very encouraged by the increase in pledged dollars/
commitments thus far for 2023, thank you for your support. 
Our 2023 budget will soon be finalized and we will continue 
look for ways to raise revenue to further Epworth’s mission!

Many Blessings,  Jarrod F. Hirschfeld

Tower Article -December YTD 2022

December 2022 Year To Date 
12 Months 12 Months

RESOURCES Actual Budget Variance +/(-)
Pledges, Contributions, Offerings 1,044,693.32$       1,277,500.00$     (232,806.68)$       
Bequests 97,964.91$            -$                    97,964.91$          
All Other 50,240.77$            63,650.00$          (13,409.23)$         

Total Resources 1,192,899.00$       1,341,150.00$     (148,251.00)$       

EXPENSES    
Programs & Ministries 49,112.77$            76,510.00$          27,397.23$          
Communications, Media, Advertising 94,345.87$            89,000.00$          (5,345.87)$           
Church Operations & Administration 224,682.16$          249,043.00$        24,360.84$          
Lay Personnel 450,955.00$          396,545.00$        (54,410.00)$         
Pastoral Personnel 168,845.00$          223,151.00$        54,306.00$          
Mortgage Expense 94,704.00$             94,704.00$          -$                    
Apportionments, Missions, Outreach 105,793.91$          197,005.00$        91,211.09$          
All Other 397.31$                10,000.00$          9,602.69$            

Total Expense 1,188,836.02$       1,335,958.00$     147,121.98$        
  
INCOME OVER/(UNDER) EXPENSE 4,062.98$             5,192.00$            (1,129.02)$           
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4855 W. Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio  43615-2337

Red Cross Blood Drive

sign up to donate: redcrossblood.org

give 
blood

give 
life

March 4
9am-2pm

Gym


