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1. Sixteenth-century Christian reformer Martin Luther once said, “God created the world out of nothing. When I 
realize that I am nothing, perhaps God can create something out of me, too!”  What do you think Martin Luther 
meant by this statement and how does it relate to you? 

2. President Harry Truman once said this: “A leader is a person who can persuade people to do what they don’t want 
to do and like it.”  Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 1

3. In our study on the life and book of Nehemiah, most people see Nehemiah as the one who God used to get the 
wall repaired, rebuilt and restored around the city of Jerusalem. Most people see that was Nehemiah’s main 
issue, but it was not. The main issue for Nehemiah was how can God take a nobody and turn them into a 
somebody; how can God take the most unlikely person and turn them into a leader and not just any leader — but 
a leader with influence. 
a.  If you were to do an assessment of Nehemiah, he did not have any engineering skills. He did not have any 

construction special skills or talents or abilities that would qualify him to be the one to get the wall rebuilt. In 
our culture, if we have plumbing issue, we call for a licensed and certified plumber. If you want a new house 
built, you hire a licenses contractor and builder. So, why do you think God chose an ordinary “Joe” to rebuild 
the wall around Jerusalem? 

b. God often calls the most unlikely person to do His will (ex. Noah, Gideon, Esther, Mary, and Peter). God often 
goes against conventional thinking. Why do you think God does this and how could this be advantageous? 

4. Nehemiah did have some relational and spiritual skills. 
a. Read Nehemiah 2:1-4a in your sermon outline. Nehemiah knew how to deal with his boss, the king. He knew 

how to deal with those in authority. Does your boss ever see you brokenhearted about spiritual matters? Why 
or why not?  

b. Read Nehemiah 2:4b-5 and Nehemiah 2:17-18 in your sermon outline. Nehemiah knew where the line was 
between stepping out in faith and making plans. For you, where is the line between stepping out in faith and 
making plans? 

c. Read Nehemiah 2:19-20 in your sermon outline. Nehemiah knew how to deal with discouragement and 
opposition. We will see this when he returns to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall around the city. How would 
people describe you when you experience discouragement and opposition? Do you quit or keep on going? 

d. Read Nehemiah 4:4 in your sermon outline. You have to have “thick skin” when you do anything for the Lord. 
Nehemiah knew how to deal with unsolicited criticism. When you get criticized, how do you usually react?  

5. The book of Nehemiah comes in a dark time for Judah. The nation has been destroyed and the Jewish people 
have been taken away to live as slaves in exile. This started in 721 BC with Assyria, then with Babylon in 606 BC, 
598 BC and 586 BC, and then with Persia in 539 BC. It is not 445 BC, some 276 years later. Multiple generations 
of Jews have been born and died. Judah has been conquered by 3 different nations. 
a. Read 2 Chronicles 36:18-19 in your sermon outline. If you had been living there, how do you think you would 

have felt and reacted? 
b. Read 2 Chronicles 36:20 in your sermon outline. Thousands and thousands of Jews were forced to cross 800 

miles of desert to serve as slave in Babylon and then Persia. Many of them died in route. Take your Bible and 
read Ezekiel 37 about the “Valley of the Dry Bones.” Though Ezekiel sees this in a vision, the vision is about a 
horrible reality. Ezekiel sees thousands of skeletal remains of Jews who died in that 800 mile route to Babylon 
and Persia. If God gave you a vision about how the people you have known who have died without Christ, 
how would you feel, react and handle such a vision? 

c. Read Psalm 137:1-6 in your sermon outline. While living as slaves in a foreign land 800 miles from home, the 
Jews captors teased them to sing their melodious and joyful Jewish songs. To put this in perspective, if would 
be the same as if after the 911 Terrorist Attack,  those who masterminded the attacks went on TV encouraging 
us here in America to break out in song and dance. Have you ever been experiencing bad news and was 
pressured to act as if all was normal? If so, what was it and what did you do? What did you learn from this? 

d. Read 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 in your sermon outline. King Cyrus of Persia says something remarkable about 
God. He is instrumental in allowing the first Jews to leave Persia under Zerubbabel around 536 BC for one 
purpose: to travel 800 miles back to rebuild the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. This is in fulfillment of prophecy 
in Jeremiah 25:11-13 and 29:10. Bible scholars call this the “Second Exodus.” Rebuilding would start but 
come to a temporary stop by their enemies who lied to the next Persian king who became king over Persia 
after the death of Cyrus. About 20 years later a second group of Jews are allowed to leave Persia and travel 
800 miles to Jerusalem under the prophet Ezra to finish rebuilding the Temple. They finish this in 516 BC. 
Then in 445 BC, a third group of Jews are allowed to leave Persia by King Artaxerxes and Queen Esther 
under Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. It is estimated that approximate 
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a total of 50,000 Jews returned home from these 3 groups. God kept His promise to bring the Jews home. 
What promises are you waiting on God to fulfill for you and why? 

6. Read Nehemiah 1:1a in your sermon outline in point #1 as well as the explanation for what Nehemiah’s name 
means. Kind of ironic for Nehemiah to have that name when he is a slave in a foreign country 800 miles away. 
Now read the explanation for Nehemiah’s father’s name. Sounds more appropriate doesn’t it in view of the 
circumstances? Just considering the meaning of each man’s name (i.e., Nehemiah & Hacaliah), how would you 
reconcile the differences of their names in light of their present circumstances? 

7. Read Nehemiah 1:1b-2a in your sermon outline in point #1. In this point you were give 4 things we learn from 
Nehemiah 1:1b-2a. Historians tell us that approximately 120,000 Jews were deported from Israel and Judah to be 
slaves in Babylon from 606 BC - to 586 BC. and then Persia. That’s a lot of slaves to deport over 800 miles of 
desert. Only about 50,000 Jews returned. Nehemiah would have been aware of Ezekiel 37 you read earlier. 
a. How do you think this helped Nehemiah get genuinely preoccupied with the needs of others? 
b. How obvious is it that you have a deep passionate love for God’s people? The reason this is important is 

because some people are doers — they are only interested in getting things done; while others are people 
and relational oriented. They are more concerned about relationships. Which one would people who know 
you say you are? 

c. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1 in your sermon outline in point #1. Would the people who know you best say your 
love for God and your love for people are your highest goals? Would Jesus say you do what He ways in  as 
Matthew 22:37-40? How obvious is that you have a deep passionate love for God’s people? 

8. Read Nehemiah 1:3 in your sermon outline in point #2. 
a. It has been said that people win people to Christ, not programs. Do you agree with this and if so, what 

ramifications does this have your life and ministry? 
b. In Nehemiah 1:3, the words “distress” and “reproach” are used. Read the explanation for each of these 

Hebrew words in your sermon outline. A lot of people are like the TV/movie character Mr. Spock. They relate 
not with emotion to people, but with logic and reason. Christian author Alan Redpath wrote this: “Let us learn 
this lesson from Nehemiah: you never lighten the load unless first you have felt the pressure in your own soul. 
You are never used of God to bring blessing until God has opened your eyes and made you see things as 
they are.” Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Why or why not? If you agree, what are the risks? 

c. Read Nehemiah 1:4 in point #2 in your sermon outline. Nehemiah was emotionally attached to people and 
less attached to tasks even though he does eventually get the wall around Jerusalem repaired, rebuilt and 
restored. Would you say you are more task oriented or people oriented and why? 

9. Read again Nehemiah 1:4 in point #3 in your sermon outline. When you see a need, is your first response to go to 
God in prayer, or try to figure out how you can fix it or solve it? In your sermon notes you were given 5 reactions 
Nehemiah did that prepared him to go to God first before he took any action: 
a. According to Nehemiah 1:4, Nehemiah “sat down.” In a Hebraic/Jewish culture, upon receiving bad news, 

many would sit down first as a sign they were contemplating or pondering what they should do next. How is 
this helpful when you receive bad news? 

b. According to Nehemiah 1:4, Nehemiah “. . . wept . . .” In a Hebraic/Jewish culture, upon receiving bad news, 
weeping could be a sign of either showing pity or compassion on others who had received the same bad 
news. Nehemiah literally wept. Which do you think our American culture stresses more: self-reliance or 
compassion and why? When was the last time you “cried” over our broken and sinful world? How long has it 
been since you “wept” over the crumbling circumstances someone else was facing? 

c. According to Nehemiah 1:4, Nehemiah “. . . mourned for days . . .” Read the explanation for the Hebrew word 
translated as “mourned.”  
i. Now read Nehemiah 1:1; 2:1 in your sermon outline in point #3-c. Nehemiah mourned for 4 months and 

was brokenhearted about the Jews in Jerusalem. Keep in mind. He does not know them personally. He 
has never been to Jerusalem, yet he mourned for them for four months. What does this say to you? 

ii. Pastor E. M. Bounds said this:  “How few the men in these days who can weep at the evils and 
abominations of the times! How rare are those who are sufficiently interested and concerned for the 
welfare of the church to mourn! Mourning and weeping over the decay of religion, the decline of revival 
power, and the fearful inroads of worldliness into the Church are almost an unknown quantity.’ Does he 
describe you? Why or why not? 

d. According to Nehemiah 1:4, Nehemiah “. . . continued fasting.” Have you ever been so overcome by grief that 
you lost your appetite? Are you concentrating on being used by God to do something great for God today? 

e. According to Nehemiah 1:4, Nehemiah “. . . prayed.” Read the explanation for the Hebrew word translated as”
praying.” Pastor Kelly told the story about Scottish preacher, John Knox, who was so burden for his people to 
come to know Jesus Christ, he prayed, “Oh, God, give me Scotland, or I die.” In some way Nehemiah prayed, 
“Give me Jerusalem, or I die.” If you pray, "God, give me Wilmington, or I die”?, how would that affect you? If 
you prayed, “God, as I look at Southside, use me to help make this church the place where people get saved, 
where people get discipled, where marriages are healed, where children and youth experience the joy of the 
Lord and the Gospel is taken around the world,” how would this affect you?


