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Skills That Nehemiah Possessed 

1. Nehemiah knew how to deal with a king, (his ________) who could be fickle, egotistical and maniacal. 

Nehemiah 2:1-4a, “One day four months later, when Emperor Artaxerxes was dining, I took the wine to him. He 
had never seen me look sad before, 2so he asked, “Why are you looking so sad and discouraged? You aren't 
sick, so it must be that you're unhappy.” I was startled 3and answered, “May Your Majesty live forever! How can I 
keep from looking sad when the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins and its gates have been destroyed 
by fire?” 4The emperor asked, “What is it that you want?” (TEV). 

2. Nehemiah knew where the line was between ________________________ and ____________________.  

Nehemiah 2:4b-5, “I prayed to the God of Heaven, 5and then I said to the emperor, `If Your Majesty is pleased 
with me and is willing to grant my request, let me go to the land of Judah, to the city where my ancestors are 
buried, so that I can rebuild the city’” (GNT). 
Nehemiah 2:17-18, "I said to them, `See what trouble we are in because Jerusalem is in ruins and its gates are 
destroyed! Let's rebuild the city walls and put an end to our disgrace.' 18And I told them how God had been with 
me and helped me, and what the emperor had said to me. They responded, `Let's start rebuilding.’ And they got 
ready to start the work” (GNT).  

3. Nehemiah knew how to deal with ___________________________ due to ____________________. 

Nehemiah 2:19-20, “When Sanballat, Tobiah, and an Arab named Geshem heard what we were planning to do, 
they laughed at us and said, `What do you think you're doing? Are you going to rebel against the emperor?’ 20I 
answered, `The God of Heaven will give us success. We are His servants, and we are going to start building. But 
you have no right to any property in Jerusalem, and you have no share in its traditions’” (GNT). 

4. Nehemiah knew how to handle ____________________________________________. 

Nehemiah 4:4, “Hear how they make fun of us, O God! Let their ridicule fall on their own heads. Let them be 
robbed of everything they have, and let them be taken as prisoners to a foreign land” (TEV). 
Matthew 12:25, Jesus said, “Any kingdom divided by civil war is doomed. A town or family splintered by feuding 
will fall apart” (NLT). 

Background To the Book of Nehemiah 

2 Chronicles 36:18-19-20, “The king (King Nebuchadnezzar) took home to Babylon all the articles, large and 
small, used in the Temple of God, and the treasures from both the Lord’s Temple and from the palace of the king 
and his officials. 19Then his army burned the Temple of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, burned all the 
palaces, and completely destroyed everything of value.” 20The few Jews who survived were taken as exiles to 
Babylon, and they became servants to the king and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power” (NLT). 
Psalm 137:1-6, “Beside the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept as we thought of Jerusalem. 2We put away our 
harps, hanging them on the branches of poplar trees. 3For our captors demanded a song from us. Our tormentors 
insisted on a joyful hymn: “Sing us one of those songs of Jerusalem!” 4But how can we sing the songs of the 
Lord while in a pagan land? 5If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget how to play the harp. 6May my 
tongue stick to the roof of my mouth if I fail to remember you, if I don’t make Jerusalem my greatest joy” (NLT). 
Ezra 2:1-2, “Here is the list of the Jewish exiles of the provinces who returned from their captivity. King 
Nebuchadnezzar had deported them to Babylon, but now they returned to Jerusalem and the other towns in 
Judah where they originally lived. 2Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, 
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah” (NLT). 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23, “`"In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, the Lord fulfilled the prophecy he had given 
through Jeremiah (ex. Jeremiah 25:11-13; 29:10) He stirred the heart of Cyrus to put this proclamation in writing 
and to send it throughout his kingdom: 23“This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: “The Lord, the God of heaven, 
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build Him a Temple at Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah. Any of you who are His people may go there for this task. And may the Lord your God be with you!” (NLT). 
• Many call 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 the “_______________________” because the Jews living in exile return to 

Judah and Jerusalem in 3 waves. 

1. The first wave of Jews to return to Jerusalem were in 536 BC under ______________________ to start repairing, 
rebuilding and restoring the _____________. But this would come to a temporary stop by order of a new king when 



the enemies of the Jews living in Judah, Samaritans and Assyrians, lied in Ezra 4 about the true intent of these Jews 
who were returning to Judah.  

2. Then approximate 20 years later there was a second wave of Jews who return with __________ and helped finish 
repairing, rebuilding and restoring the Temple in 516 BC. 

3. And about 71 years later in 445 BC there is a third wave of Jews who return to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall around 
Jerusalem. They completed it in ______ BC. Their leader was a man named ______________. He had been given 
permission to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem by the Persian King Artaxexes and his wife, Queen Esther. Between 
the 3 waves approximate 50,000 Jews left Persia to walk over 800 miles to return to their homeland of Judah. 

Nehemiah 1:1a, The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah” (ESV). 
• The Hebrew name [נְֶחְמיָה, Nehemiah] means ______________________________ 
• Nehemiah’s father’s name [ֲחַכְליָה, Hacaliah] means “God is _______________.” Nehemiah’s father’s name is 

symbolic of how the Jews felt about God as slaves living in exile some 800 miles from their home Judah. God 
was hiding from them. 

Leading With Prayer When Bad News Comes Causes Me To . . . 

1. Be genuinely _______________________________________________________ of others. 

Nehemiah 1:1b-2a, “Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, 
2that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah” (ESV). 
a. We learn from Nehemiah 1:2a that the 20th years mentioned here is referencing the 20th year reign of the 

Persian king ____________________________. 
b. We learn form Nehemiah 1:1b-2a that Nehemiah says this occurred in the month of Chislev, which would be 

late _________________ or early. _________________. 
c. We learn from Nehemiah 1:b-2a that Nehemiah mentions he was at the king’s citadel in Susa. Susa was King 

Artaxexes’ ___________________ and the city of Ecbatana was the King Artaxerxes’ summer capital. 
d. We learn from Nehemiah 1:1b-2a of a man named Hanani, which is Hebrew for “The Lord as been gracious.” 

This man is Nehemiah’s ______________________ and reaffirmed in Nehemiah _____. 
1 Corinthians 14:1, “Let love be your highest goal” (NLT). 

2. Be more emotionally attached to ______________ and less attach to _____________. Why? ____________ win 
people to Christ, not __________________. 

Nehemiah 1:3, `The survivors who are left from the captivity in the province are there in great distress and 
reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned with fire’” (NKJV) 
• The Hebrew word translated as “distress" is [ה  ra’ah] and it means “misery, evil, calamity to the point of ,ָרָע֥

death.” The Hebrew word translated as “reproach” is [ֶחְרָּפה, cherpah]. It refers to “sharp, cutting, penetrating 
or piercing words of criticism.” The Jews back home were being criticized and slandered by the enemies of 
the Jews. 

Nehemiah 1:2b, “And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and 
concerning Jerusalem” (ESV). 
Nehemiah 1:4, “As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven” (ESV). 

3. To _______________________ before I move on a _________. 

Nehemiah 1:4, “As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven” (ESV). 

5 Reactions Nehemiah Did When That Prepared Him To Go To God First Before Doing Anything Else 

a. He _______________ first > “I sat down” (vs. 4, ESV). 

b. He had ____________ > “I sat down and wept” (vs. 4, ESV). 

c. He had _______________ > “I sat down and wept and mourned for days . . . .” (ESV). he Hebrew word translated 
as “mourned” is [ָאַבל, abal] and it means “to mourn for the ____________.” Nehemiah 1:1, 2:1, “Now it happened 
in the month of Chislev (December) . . . 2:1In the month of Nisan (April), in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes . . 
.” (ESV). Nehemiah mourned for __________________________. 

d. He had a __________________ to have the right response > “I sat down and wept and mourned and continued 
fasting” (vs. 4, ESV). 

e. He  __________________ to God (vs. 4, ““I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting 
and praying before the God of heaven” (ESV). The Hebrew word used here for “praying” is [ל  mitpalle]. This ,ִמְתַּפֵּל֔
Hebrew word refers to pleading, begging with deep emotion, and desperate lamenting before God.


