
Elementary Principles: Instructions Before Baptism

Date: Jan 29, 2023

Text: Hebrews 5:11-6:3

Welcome

I love you.

Open your bibles to: Hebrews 5:11

Text

11 About this we have much to say , and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of

hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you

again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone

who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is

for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to

distinguish good from evil.

6 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of [Messiah] and go on to maturity, not laying

again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction

about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And

this we will do if God permits.

This is God’s word.

Intro

We’re in our 3rd week of working through the basics of following Jesus, what the author of Hebrews

calls “elementary” and “milk”.

So far we’ve covered

- Repentance

- Trust in God



Which leaves us with 4 to go:

- Instructions about washings

- The laying on of hands

- The resurrection of the dead

- And eternal judgment

Um, What?

And so far, the basics we’ve covered have been “basic.”

- Repentance from dead works.

Got it. Stop sinning. Stop thinking and doing and speaking the things that lead to death.

- Faith towards God

Got it. Trust that God and His word are reliable concerning punishment and reward and live

accordingly.

Basic. Elementary. Milk.

And I’m feeling pretty good about myself, “I’ve got the milk down, bring on the meat.”

But then I read the next basic instruction in the ESV, “ 2 and of instruction about washings”

and realized I don’t have the basics down.

Cause off the top of my head I don’t know what he’s talking about.

Torah Help

So I did what you do and went back to the Torah.

“Ok, where are instructions about washings in the Torah?”

Turns out there’s alot.

Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers give all kinds of instructions about washings.

- Are you a priest? Wash every day.

- Did you go near a dead body? Better wash before you approach the temple.



- Are you a woman at that time of the month or you gave birth? In the bath, now.

- Are you a married couple who enjoyed the marriage bed? Cleanse yourselves before you

bring an offering.

- Are you a gentile wanting to “convert” and join Israel? Wash and bite a towel cause here

comes the circumcision.

All kinds of washings in the Torah.

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” is not in the bible, but “cleanliness is required to approach

God” is.

The problem is, I don’t think that’s what the author means by “Instructions about washings.”

He’s writing to the Hebrews. They don’t need to be told this.

So the Torah didn’t help me there.

But maybe he meant “instructions about how to do washings?”

Maybe, but also unlikely because those are also described in the Torah and they wouldn’t have had

any questions about that.

Translation/Commentary Help

So if you’re studying and you’re not getting satisfactory answers in the plain text, then you grab the

books.

So I crack ‘em open and you know what I find.

They’re all confused too.

I read Jewish commentaries, orthodox commentaries, catholic commentaries, and protestant

commentaries, and on this verse they all go, “fgfdgsdfg…dsfdsf”

Which is concerning, right?

Because it’s supposed to be basic!

And their confusion about this verse comes out in their translations.



I won't bore you with it, but some of the confusion comes from the different Greek manuscripts that

we have on this verse that differ by 1 or 2 letters in Greek and it can color translation and

interpretation.

Look at these:

(ESV) instruction about washings

(NIV) instruction about cleansing rites

(CSB) teaching about ritual washings

(BLT) instruction about baptisms

(KJV) Of the doctrine of baptisms

Logically: Instructions Before Baptisms

All different.

And I’ve already said I’m not convinced by “basic” being instructions about ritual purity nor it being

about how to actually do baptisms.

Instead I land with a scholar who was on the translation committee NIV and NASB  who translates

the greek to:

“Catechetical instruction concerning cleansing rites.”

Or to put into Tonkawa speak: Baptism class. Class before baptism.

This makes sense right?

This is what Jesus told them to do: “Go school the gentiles in my words. Teach them everything

I’ve said. Baptize them. ”

(Mt 28:19–20, ESV)

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them (not just to know things, but to do things) to

observe all that I have commanded you



This fits the logical flow of Hebrews 6:1-2.

- First, someone hears the gospel.

And how does the gospel go out? “Repent and believe (Mk. 1:14)”

- So they repent and believe; the first two basics from Hebrews 6.

What’s next after a person repents and trusts?

- They are baptized into the name.

(Ac 2:38)

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ

If the author of Hebrews is laying out the basics of following Jesus then it doesn’t get more basic

than 1) Repent 2) believe 3) be baptized.

And there’s an assumption here that there is some “instruction” that happens before baptism.

And it’s elementary instruction. It’s basic. It’s milk.

And based on Hebrews 6, which is laying out elementary stuff they’ve learned before, it seems like

the standard practice is for careful instruction in the ways and teachings of Jesus before they’re

dunked.

The Didache

Which makes sense practically (and theologically to us, since we are a (b)aptist church), but it also

makes sense historically.

In that first generation of Jesus followers, a document was produced called “The Instruction of the

Master through the 12 Apostles to the Gentiles” or, in greek, “The Didache” which is similar to

the greek word “didachine” that’s translated “Instructions” in Hebrews 6.

So this document is instructions to gentiles turning to the God of Israel.

It’s the teachings of Jesus that gentiles commit to abide by before they are baptized.



It was used in the 1st century, but was then lost until it was found in 1873 in a pile of manuscripts in

Istanbul.

Pretty cool, huh?

So what’s in it?

Let’s read some:

Chapter 1. The Two Ways; The First Commandment

There are two ways, one of life and one of death; but a great difference between the two ways.

The way of life, then, is this:

First, you shall love God who made you;

second, your neighbour as yourself;

And of these sayings the teaching is this: Bless those who curse you, and pray for your enemies,

…For what reward is there, if you love those who love you? Do not also the Gentiles do the same?

But love those who hate you, and you shall not have an enemy. Abstain from fleshly and worldly

lusts. If someone gives you a blow upon your right cheek, turn to him the other also, and you shall

be perfect. If someone impresses you for one mile, go with him two. If someone takes away your

cloak, give him also your coat. If someone takes from you what is yours, ask it not back, for indeed

you are not able. Give to every one that asks you, and ask it not back; for the Father wills that to all

should be given of our own blessings (free gifts). Happy is he that gives according to the

commandment; for he is guiltless.

Have you heard that before?

Maybe last April? When we were working through Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 5,6, 7?

That’s all this is.

Clueless gentiles have heard the good news.

They repented from dead works.



They’re exercising trust towards God.

And now, before they take the plunge into the name,  they’re receiving instruction in the teachings of

Jesus.

We just read Chapter 1 of the Didache; the Instruction.

Chapter 2 is basically the 10 Commandments from Exodus.

Chapter 3 is a mixture of Jesus’ sermon on the Mount again with some of Paul’s sin-lists that we

went through two weeks ago.

Chapter 4 is more of Paul’s instructions with some Deuteronomy sprinkled in.

5 and 6 deal with false teachers and the like and then comes Chapter 7, which is Concerning

Baptism:

And what is the protocol for the early Jesus movement concerning baptism?

And concerning baptism, baptize this way:

Having first said all these things,

What things? The instruction of the first 6 chapters;

- how to live,

- how to choose the narrow road that leads to life instead of the wide one that leads death

- How to flee from every evil thing

- How to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions

Having first said all these things, (having first given clear instruction in the particulars of following

Jesus, then) baptize into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,

Matthew 28:19 in living water.

“Go down to the river to pray, so long as you’ve been studying about that good ole way”

…. But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whatever others can;

but you shall order the baptized to fast one or two days before.



Do you see?

Not only does the logical flow of Hebrews make sense, we have evidence from the 1st century that

this is how the early Jesus movement practiced baptism.

They gave instruction beforehand.

They didn’t just throw people in the pool, definitely not infants and children not mature enough yet to

count the cost.

Why So Serious?

So why would they function this way?

Why would they seemingly make it harder for people to undergo baptism?

Didn’t they wanna baptize lots of people? What gives?

I think there’s at least 3 reasons for giving clear doctrinal and ethical instruction before we allow

people to take the plunge.

Jesus: Counting the Cost

And the first reason is because Jesus did it this way.

People come to Jesus and express that they wanna follow Him, and he turns them away.

He’s like a car salesman and people come to the lot and Jesus is like, “Nah…you don’t wanna buy

any of these cars.”

(Luke 9:57-58)

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus

replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”

“That’s great you wanna follow me, but maybe go home and think real hard about it first,

cause me and my followers are strangers in this age.”

(Lk 14:25–33)

25 Now great crowds accompanied him,



“We’re gonna have revival! Make it easy for ‘em Jesus, let’s pump these numbers up!”

and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and

mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot

be my disciple.

“huh?”

27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.

He’s making sure it’s clear on the front end what is demanded. There’s no bait and switch here

Jesus doesn’t give a category for halfway; It’s all or nothing

28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether

he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to

finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to

finish.’

“You wanna build a tower, great. Just know it’s gonna cost you everything. Don’t start

something you’re not planning to finish.”

31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate

whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?

32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of

peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my

disciple.

Do you see? It’s the same principle.

Jesus doesn't want people misinformed about the cost of following Him.

He’s not a scam artist telling people easy things to bump His numbers up.

“I’ll tell them the hard stuff after, but let’s just get them in the Jesus club first.”

No!



- Tell ‘em the hard stuff now.

- Tell them they’ll have to love their enemies now.

- Tell them they’ll be persecuted now.

Be kind to them and give them an opportunity to do the math first and ask seriously, “Is He worth

it? Is He worth giving up the rights to my own life?”

Quick baptism, baptism without instruction about what it’s gonna cost, removes this whole element

of Jesus’ discipleship method.

Evangelism Here:

If you’re here today and you’re not following Jesus, count the cost…repent…be baptized.

Clarifying Lifestyle/Doctrine

That’s first. They require instruction up front because Jesus did.

Second, they do it to clarify doctrine; which is important, but more so to clarify lifestyle.

- “- You wanna follow Jesus,

- be baptized and welcomed as a full fledged member of the family,

- you gotta stop sleeping around

- worshiping idols

- and getting drunk.

- If you’re willing to do that, welcome to the family.

- But we wanna be very clear that we don’t live like the gentiles do anymore.

- We don’t march to the beat of the Spirit of the age,

- we march to the beat of the Spirit of God.

- We follow Jesus.”

The instruction before baptism makes these ethical and behavior implications clear up front.

It’s not simply doctrine.



The person being baptized doesn’t need to be able to articulate the mysteries of the trinity, but they

do need to know they can’t lie and steal.

If there’s no instruction and then no willingness to adhere to that instruction, then

there’s no getting baptized; no joining the church.

(maybe trans story?)

If there’s no death, then there’s no burial..

Question: When should you bury someone?

Answer: When they’re dead.

Not when they’re a little bit dead or if they really really really wanna be buried, but if they’re dead.

(Monty Python?)

This is how Paul talks about it.

(Romans 6:3-5)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Messiah Jesus were baptized into his

death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death….For if we have been united

with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

To get raised from the dead, you gotta be dead. And instruction before aids that determination,

“This person looks pretty dead to me, let’s bury him.”

High View of the Church

1) It’s how Jesus did it.

2) It removes confusion about lifestyle

3)



the reason instruction before baptism was considered, basic, elementary, and milk, is because the

early disciples held a high view of the Messiah's body; a high view of local churches and of

church membership.

The New Testament understanding of churches is that they are composed of believers; of people

who have counted cost.

- And if someone comes into the body,

- and then later it’s determined by the church that they are not actually a believer,

- whether through falling away or simply never being one in the first place,

- they are to be removed from the body.

That’s a high view of church membership. It’s not casual.

And the reason this was taken so seriously then and should be taken so seriously now is

because false converts hinder the church’s mission.

And how do false converts hinder the mission?

2 Ways:

Just by general ungodly living out in the public square; the basic “sing songs on Sunday and live

like the devil on Monday” thing.

But historically, more insidiously, it’s happened this way:

- Churches, maybe with good intentions, cast a big net and try to bring people in with as low a

bar as possible.

- They don’t teach people to count the cost, to carry a cross, and follow Jesus, they tell them

God made them special and loves them very much

- and don’t give any sort of instruction,

- and don’t practice meaningful church membership and baptism,



- the sort that does it’s best to make sure church members are actually believers.

So what happens?

- Churches get filled up with false converts

- And then those churches (and seminaries and denominations) do what?

- False sheep elect shepherds.

- And then it’s game over.

This happened to us. Praise god our gray hairs got us out, but it happened.

Disciples of Christ began as

- gospel preaching,

- gospel believing,

- meaningful membership

- baptist churches.

That’s how they started.

But barring revival and a return to the basics, like repentance, faith, and instruction before baptism,

they’ll die as

- gospel denying,

- gospel dismissing,

- unbelieving churches

- with unbelieving leaders

- And be thrown into a lake of fire.

Moving Forward

This is basic. It matters.



6 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of [Messiah] and go on to maturity, not laying

again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction

about washings…

And why does it matter?

Because I'm planning on thousands of people hearing the gospel, repenting of their sins, trusting in

God and then being baptized to signify their dying with Christ and their entrance into his school.

And it is our solemn call to, when people start down that path, give them clear instructions about

what exactly it is they’re signing up for.


