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Sermon: Revive Us Again: Revival of Holiness (Set Apart for Glory) 

Lesson Text   

Ezekiel 37:23 (KJV)23 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with 

their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their 

dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, 

and I will be their God. 

Ezekiel 37:27–28 (KJV)27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 28 And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when 

my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore. 

Introduction 

We are still studying the 2nd phrase of our 2023 Vision/Theme: “Rebuild, Revive, and Restore”! 

We have learned how to Revive from the Valley, the Dry Bones, The Four Winds, The Dead 

Places, The Division and Separation, and the Fear and Anxiety.  

Last week we learned that we overcome our Fear and Anxiety by Reviving our Shepherd of 

Peace (Direction), our Prince of Peace (Promise), and our King of Peace (Protection).  

Today we will continue to look at Ezekiel 37 by studying what needs to be revived in us. 

In our lesson text, God speaks of his people becoming his people again, which means that there 

has been a separation of the people from God.   

Not only had the nation of Israel been torn apart from each other and lost their power of 

agreement, they had been ripped apart from their God.   

They had defiled their bodies, they had defiled their worship, and they had defiled their place of 

worship with sin and idol worship. 

But God always has a plan to reclaim (Rebuild, Revive, and Restore) what is His. 

Leviticus 20:7–8 (KJV)7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your 

God. 8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you. 

The word sanctify means to consecrate, purify, to make sacred, hallow, beautify, set apart.  And 

what’s interesting here is we see sanctify twice.  The first one is what we do, and the second is 

what God does.  

In verse 7 we are to sanctify ourselves, which is righteousness (what we do).  In verse 8 the 

Lord sanctifies us, which is holiness (what he does).  

Regardless of how far we’ve fallen, how separated we’ve become, how lost we are, God always 

has a plan to restore us to him.  We are still called, still chosen, and still set apart.  

And although we may suffer for a while, God is going to restore us and reveal his glory.   
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Series and Sermon: Revive Us Again: Revival of Holiness (Set Apart for Glory) 

“Set Apart for Righteousness, Set Apart for Holiness, and Set Apart for Glory” 

I. Set Apart for Righteousness (What We Do) 

Ezekiel 37:23 (KJV)23 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with 

their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their 

dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, 

and I will be their God. 

Maya Angelou is quoted with the saying, “When someone shows you who they are, believe 

them the first time.”  Now I don’t know her total meaning behind the statement, but for me it 

means that we are identified not by what we say, but by what we do!  

“The Story of the Duck and the Snake crossing the pond!” 

From a biblical perspective, our behavior is defined as righteousness; which means virtue, 

morality, decency, or integrity.  

Many times in church we talk about the behavior of sinners, but I don’t have a problem with 

sinners.  Why? Because I know who they are, and I believed them the first time. 

My problem is with church folk who say one thing but live another.  Maya Angelou said, 

“When they show you who they are, believe them the first time.”  Jesus called them hypocrites!  

Matthew 7: 3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not 

the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 

mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out 

the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 

brother’s eye. 

We are not called to talk a good game; we are called to live it!  

Romans 6:1–2 (KJV)1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 

abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

1 Corinthians 6:12 (KJV)12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all 

things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 

We’ve been given power, not just to dance and shout, but power to live righteously.  

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  

1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (KJV)9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 

abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are 
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washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 

Spirit of our God. 

II. Set Apart for Holiness (Who We Are) 

Ezekiel 37: 27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people. 

As we stated earlier, Righteousness is what we do to set ourselves apart through our behavior.  

But Holiness is what God does to set us apart for his use.  

● Righteousness: Leviticus 20: 7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the 

LORD your God. 

● Holiness: Leviticus 20: 8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD 

which sanctify you. 

Holiness is about who we are, or better yet whose we are.  This is what God does after we do 

our part.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV)14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

Matthew 22:14 (KJV)14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 

God called us to Righteousness, but he Chose us to Holiness 

John 15:16 (KJV)16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 

should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 

of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

Righteousness is about our Sacrifice, but Holiness is about our Transformation 

The Sacrifice of Righteousness: Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service.  

The Transformation of Holiness: Romans 12: 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God. 

III. Set Apart for Glory (What We Become) 

Ezekiel 37: 28 And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my 

sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore. 

● Righteousness is what we do because we are saved. 

● Holiness is who we are because we are transformed by what God does. 
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● Glory is what we are because who we will be when God is finished with us.   

1 John 3:2 (KJV)2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 

shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as 

he is. 

When God first called us, we worked on our Righteousness. We still looked like our mess! 

When God began to transform us to holiness, we were changed on the inside, but people still 

saw us for what we used to be!  

But there is coming a day when what God called us to, what God transformed us into, will be 

revealed for the world to see.    

Ezekiel 37: 28 And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my 

sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore. 

Your doubters are going to know, your betrayers are going to know, your haters are going to 

know, those that gave up on you are going to know!  

Romans 8: 18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 

with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

Philippians 1:6 (KJV)6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 

work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

Romans 8:16–18 (KJV)16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 

that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

1 Corinthians 2:9 (KJV)9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
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Midweek Study Lesson Plan (Sermon: Revival of Holiness (Set Apart for Glory)) 

Lesson Text  

● Ezekiel 37:23, Ezekiel 37:27–28 

Sermon Outline (Notes) 

I. Set Apart for Righteousness (What We Do)      

 

II. Set Apart for Holiness (Who We Are) 

 

III. Set Apart for Glory (What We Become) 

 

Questions (What was your takeaway from Sunday’s Sermon?) 

I. Getting to Know “Me” 

1. Are you a dog person, a cat person or both? 

 

2. What is your favorite local restaurant? 

 

II. Into the Bible 

1. In Ezekiel 37:24, David is mentioned. Is this referring to King David? If not, who is being referred to in 

this verse? Explain and show scripture proof. 

 

2. Verse 27 refers to “tabernacle”. What did tabernacle mean at that time and what does tabernacle 

refer to today?  

 

III. Life Application 

1. Based on the sermon, describe what the life we are called to live looks like. 

 

     2.   Explain how the transformation that God does in us happens.  
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