
 

February 5, 2023           –           “What A Name”           –           Acts 3:1-26 

 
Names can bring great delight.  It was a great joy to us when we learned the name of our grandson! 
 
Names can be used distastefully.  Cursing in the name of Jesus is not uncommon in our society today. 
 
Followers of Jesus know that the name of Jesus is precious and holy.  The name of Jesus is exalted 
“above every name” as we read in Ephesians 1:29 and Philippians 2:9.  Why?  The name “Jesus” is the 
Greek form of “Joshua” or “Jeshua” and means literally means “Yahweh is salvation”.  But of course this 
name is filled with all the fullness of the reality of who Jesus is as the Son of God. 
 
 

Proposition 

 
We are on a journey through the book of Acts following the Gospel as it rippled out from Jerusalem to 
Judea and Samaria, and finally to the ends of the earth.  Two weeks ago we considered the way the 
disciples waited for Holy Spirit to come at Pentecost.  Then they witnessed (particularly Peter’s 
sermon) and won people to Christ.  Because of the Holy Spirit’s power, the results were amazing! 
 
Suddenly, the followers of Christ had a baby on their hands – the newborn Church!  At this point in the 
three sections of the book of Acts, we are in the first phase, The Church Established (Acts 1-7).  And 
today we see another ripple of the Gospel, as Peter and John encountered a man lame from birth.         
 
 

[A]  Incredible story – vv. 1-10 

 
Here we have an incredible story in which a man was asking for alms…but got legs!  Peter and John 
were used by God’s power to provide physical healing.  In this passage, the name of Jesus is invoked:  

✓   Verse 6 to give authority to Peter’s command “walk!” 

✓   Verse 16 twice the phrase “name of Him” is used to explain God’s healing power 
 
What did Peter and John offer?  Divine healing?  In a greater way they shared Jesus with him.  Many 
want the “mantra without the Man”.  A mantra “in Hinduism and Buddhism, [is] a sacred utterance 
(syllable, word, or verse) that is considered to possess mystical or spiritual efficacy.” (Britannica.com)  
This is not the way Jesus’ name is to be used…the name cannot be disconnected from the Person! 
 
There is a tendency in some Christian traditions to commodify healing.  In other words, the Gospel is 
viewed through the lens of healing – rather than healing viewed in light of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  That is why this story must be read along with Peter’s sermon in the following verses, which 
speaks to the immense significance of the name of Jesus.  In the words of Warren W. Wiersbe, “Every 
name that he wears is a blessing that He shares.” (The Wonderful Names of Jesus, BTTB, 1980, 5) 
 
 

[B]  Immense significance – vv. 11-26 

 
There should not be a break between verses 1-10 and 11-26.  It is not a separate section in the sense 
that Jesus’ healing power is not in a separate box from His saving power.  The whole chapter is also 
tied together by the demonstration and explanation of the immense significance of Jesus’ name.  The 
name of Jesus is so much more than a mantra because this and all His titles encompass all that He is 
as the Living Word of God.  As we examine Peter’s sermon in verses 11-26, we discover seven truths 
which are revealed through the names and descriptions of Jesus.  The sermon begins in verse 12. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/mantra


 

1. Incarnation – v. 6 
When Peter used the title “Jesus Christ of Nazareth” we are reminded that Jesus is a Person who is 
rooted in history.  He is not ethereal or other-worldly.  He was born and lived on this earth.  He 
understood the reality of flesh and blood.  Through His incarnation Jesus has fully identified with 
humanity – even to the point of rejection.  Nathaniel highlighted a common view when he said, “Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).  This “despised and rejected” status was even 
documented on the sign above the cross:  “Jesus the Nazarene the Kind of the Jews” (John 19:19).  
Perhaps some of the people that heard Peter that day had seen that very sign! 
 

2. Humiliation – vv. 13,26 
For this very Jewish audience Peter used familiar references to God.  And He declared Jesus to be the 
ultimate Servant.  We know this from passages like John 13 and Philippians 2.  But the humiliation of 
Jesus was His prophesied role, especially from passages like Isaiah 53.  But the Gospel message is 
that God has glorified His servant Jesus (v.13) and has raised up servant from the dead! 
 

3. Perfection – v. 14 
Peter did not soften the message that the Jews denied and rejected the “holy and righteous [One]” in 
favor of a murderer.  After examination, Herod found no fault in Jesus.  Consequently, Pilate wished to 
release Jesus.  But as we read in Luke 23:18-25 the Jews were so outraged that they asked for 
Barabbas to be released instead of Jesus. 
 

4. Creation – v. 15a 

What a powerful indictment is here – literally, Peter sated, “The Author () of life you killed.”  This 
was not in an ultimate sense.  Yet the Jews to whom he was speaking lobbied for Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 

5. Resurrection – v. 15b 
Even though they killed the Author of life in a physical sense, God raised Jesus from the dead.  As 
eyewitnesses, Peter and John and the disciples had a mandate to proclaim the resurrection.  And this is 
our mandate also, for any who have experienced the saving power of Jesus resurrection.  
 

6. Redemption – v. 18 
This verse highlights the fact that Jesus is the Messiah, the Redeemer, the Promised One.  In Greek, 
He is “the Christ” – which is central to the message of the Gospel (see 2:36). 
 

7. Liberation – v. 22 
What is the significance of Jesus as a prophet?  Based upon Luke 4:16-21, Jesus came to proclaim 
freedom, release, and liberation.  Jesus read this passage from Isaiah 61:1-2 in the synagogue at 
Nazareth at the outset of His ministry. 
 
 

CONCLUSION – Digging Deeper 

 
What does all this wonderful information about Jesus contribute to the ripple effect of the Gospel?  In 
verse 1,25,26 we see that there is something seamless in the Gospel for the early followers.  John and 
Peter were not “changing their religion”.  Their religious life came into fuller realization in the work of 
Christ.  God’s program of rescuing lost humanity has always centered upon Jesus Christ. 
 
We cannot be neutral about Christ.  There are only two choices - either to reject or to receive Jesus.   
 
The Good News is that “God made [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” (II Corinthians 5:21)  Everything that we are, and all that we do must 
be Jesus centered.  What do we have to offer our world?  Jesus!  Let’s not merely invite people to 
church – but let’s invite people to Christ! 


