
 

 
 

 

Presentation of our Lord 
 February 5, 2023  

Rev. Paul Tomkiel, Pastor 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.
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Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 
name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 
where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 
Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 
this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we 
loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like 
the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, 
calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we 
are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 
 

Prelude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness  
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have rejected your discipline. We have avoided your pruning 
of our cluttered lives. We have failed to maintain the tools of stewardship, 
outreach, and witness you have provided for the nature of your Church. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, train us, and 
redirect us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Gathering Hymn – In His Temple Now Behold Him  (ELW 417) 

 
 

*GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 
 
 
 



*Kyrie 

 
 



*Hymn of Praise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the 
temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, 
our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 
 

Word 
First Reading – Micah 3:1-4 
Malachi (which means “my messenger”) was written soon after the Temple was rebuilt and worship 
beginning in Jerusalem again after the exile in Babylon. “Refiner’s fire” was hot enough to melt metal 
and separate it from its impurities; “fuller’s soap” bleached cloth. The “sons of Levi” were the hereditary 
priesthood of Israel, empowered to offer sacrifices in the temple. 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day 
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
Psalm 24:7-10 (Sung to the tune Hanover [ELW 842])  
This song was probably sung as people journeyed to Jerusalem for the festivals or (like Mary and 
Joseph) to offer sacrifice at the birth of a new child. It is an appropriate one on a day when we hear the 
story of Jesus’s first visit to the Temple. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 O           lift        up       your       heads,          you         doors      and       you        gates; 
2 O           lift        up       your       heads,          you         doors      and       you        gates; 

To           en    -     ter,      the        King            of           glor     -      y           a     -    waits. 
To           en    -     ter,      the        King            of           glor     -      y           a     -    waits. 
 

This          great      King     of         glor   -   y,       O           who        can       He        be? 
This          great      King     of         glor   -   y,       O           who        can       He        be? 
 

The         Lord,  strong   and        might  -   y        in            bat   -   tle         is            He! 
The           Al  - might  -  y           Lord,   King     of            glor   -  y           is            He! 
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Second Reading – Hebrews 2:14-18 
A familiar theme of the beginning of Luke’s Gospel is that Jesus went through everything that a human 
baby – indeed, that a Jewish boy – did: conception, birth, circumcision, and presentation.  

14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the 
fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants 
of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, 
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by 
what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  

 
*Gradual Hymn 

  



*Gospel Reading – Luke 2:22-40 
Tradition was that mothers and their newborns were ritually unclean because of their contact with 
blood, and needed to be purified at the Temple, usually 40 days after the birth. Further, first born sons 
belonged to God, and needed to be “bought back” with a sacrifice at the Temple. The song Simeon 
sings is one which is sung at Compline, a prayer service immediately before bed, and which was 
quoted by many at their own deaths. It is often sung immediately after communing as well. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and 
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.” 
 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then 
as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 



 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

R: The gospel of the Lord. 
A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day – O Splendor of God's Glory Bright (Tallis Cannon [ELW 565]) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 O               Splen   -    dor               of            God's     glor      -    y            bright,           O  
2 Teach           us            to               love          with        all           our           might;        drive  
3 As              dawn      speeds            on              a    -    cross         the             sky,           true  
4 All              glor     -     y                 be              to         God        Most          High;           to  
 

liv    -    ing       Spring       of     light     from      light:    come,     ver    -    y        Sun        of  
en     -    vy          out,         re  -  move     all        spite;     turn        to         the      good     each  
Dawn,  with       haste      come  from      on         high.       O      Word,  through whom    light  
God       the         Son         let     prais   -  es         rise;       the       Spir   -    it        blest       let  
 

truth         and      love;      come     with         your       radi   -  ance     from          a     -    bove. 
troub   -    ling     care,        and       give           us        grace     your    name         to          bear. 
came          to        be,        come       in           your       pow'r     and       set           us          free. 
  us             a   -    dore        for    -    ev       -     er         and        for  -    ever  -    more.     Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Invitation to Baptism  
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayers of Intercession 
L: United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Night and day, we worship you, O God. Make your church a place of prayer and praise. 
Reveal yourself to those who long for assurance of your presence, and guide us by your 
Spirit to show your glory to the nations. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: In you the sparrows find a home and the swallows make a safe nest for their young. 
Nourish all plants and animals who wait for springtime. Uplift those who rely on the 
lengthening days for their mental and emotional health. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Refine the nations and purify the hearts of those in authority, that all people have equal 
opportunity to live in freedom and thrive in joy. Shine peace into places of turmoil, 
strengthen relationships between nations, and open paths for collaboration and 
understanding. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Renew those who look to you for strength and give endurance to those facing trials. 
Satisfy the needs of widows, widowers, and all who grieve. Redeem those who suffer 
(especially). Prepare salvation for all who seek you. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Equip your people of all ages with gifts to build up your kingdom. Invigorate our 
community with the wisdom of elders, the joy of children, the thoughtfulness of adults, 
and the passion of youth. Teach us to learn from one another across generations. Hear 
us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

L: Living God, happy are they who dwell in your house forever. Grant release to those 
who stand at the threshold between this life and the next. At the last, dismiss us in 
peace and reveal to us the glory of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your eternal 
mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
A: Amen. 



*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 
Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 
entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering  
 

Offertory  

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, You bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, 
and fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here.  
Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   A: Amen. 
 
 
 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give


*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  
P: The Lord be with you.    A: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.     A: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
With gentle hands you prune and shape your people, cutting away that which is dead to 
you or would keep the warmth of your light from us.  You graft us to the True Vine, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, that he may abide in us and we in him.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join in adoring song. 
 
*Sanctus  

 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Blessed are you, O Lord, for creation:  
when all was formless and void, you sent your Spirit to brood over chaos,  
preparing it for the dawning of light and life. 
Blessed are you, O Lord, for your election of Israel:  
throughout the ages you have shown your love 
by rescuing and disciplining your people,  
forming them to be your peculiar treasure among the nations. 
Blessed are you, O Lord, for the Incarnation of your Son:  
for he is the true Vine, 
through whom you give us, his branches, the life of your grace 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup, then, we remember him:  
his birth and baptism;  
his call of the disciples,  
and his training of them by hard words and consolation;  
his acceptance of punishment on our behalf, and his sharing of our death;  
his glorious resurrection and ascension,  
and his promise to be present with us as teacher and host,  
so that his joy may be in us and that our joy may be complete. 

Send your Spirit upon this meal and all who share it.   
As you have united us with your Son, unite us with each other.   
Prune what is wayward;heal what is out of joint;  
and fit us to pursue peace and holiness.   

In your Spirit, through your Son,  
with your people of every time and place,  



we give you thanks and praise,  
offering all the fruits of our heart, our soul, our mind, and our strength,  
now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Invitation to Communion  
Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together and 
became one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into 
your kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever. 
 
Lamb of God    

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Communion Hymn 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 
soul, now and unto eternal life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Post-Communion Canticle  

 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 
Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture.  We rejoice that 
you have used the harvest of field and vineyard to renew and sustain us. Lead us as we 
go from this life-giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your cherished 
creation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. A: Amen. 
 



Sending 

Sending of Communion  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother's tender care: As you sent the angel 
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. A: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 
the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Sending Hymn – O Lord, Now Let Your Servant   (ELW 313) 

 
 
*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader……………………………………………. Pastor Paul Tomkiel  
Assisting Minister.……………………………………..….Art Reede 
Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 
Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 
Reader………………………………………………………….. Ann Reede   
Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 
Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 
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