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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
My dear fellow-members of St. Paul’s Parish family, it’s my great joy to share this, my 
sixteenth Annual Meeting Report with you.  
 
I’d like to begin this Report with a great list of “Thank you’s.” 
 
I want first of all to give my deepest thanks to Our Lord, who has continued to pour out his 
love upon us without measure, and whom it is the joy of my heart to serve as Pastor at St. 
Paul’s.  
 
Thank you to our Wardens, Cam and Ingrid, for your outstanding leadership! Your leadership 
is a gift to this Parish! 
 
Thank you to Parish Council, for your commitment to serve this Parish as a Leadership Team! 
 
Thank you, LA, for all you do, and always being willing to go the extra mile!  
 
Thank you, Paul, Murray, Cam, and Doreen, for your work, week in and week out, to enable our 
Services to edify those present in-person and those sharing online! 
 
Thank you, members of our Clergy Team, Cyril, Norman, Bob, and Betty, serving faithfully! I 



appreciate you all as colleagues and friends! All of us, Cyril, pray for continuing recovery of 
health for you. 
 
Thank you to all involved in making our Sundays so awesome, our Greeters, Sidespersons, 
Kerin and Sunday School Teachers and Helpers, Choir, Children’s Time Talk Givers, Readers, 
Leaders of the Prayers of the People, Coffee Time Helpers, and Counters! 
 
Thank you to all Ministry leaders in the Parish, and all you do to encourage those serving with 
you!  
 
Thank you to Kristina for your commitment to clean our building, giving a safe environment 
for all to gather.  
 
Thank you to everyone supporting our Mission as a Parish with your financial gifts, as part of 
your stewardship as a disciple of Jesus! 
 
And last, I want to thank everyone in the Parish, those of you with titles and those of you 
without, for sharing the gifts God has given you in ways too varied to mention. In your 
families, in our Parish, and in the wider community, you’re touching people with the love of 
Jesus, as you, the Body of Christ, live as his hands and feet in the world. It’s been an honour 
to share this journey of faith with you! I’ve loved every minute of the privilege of serving as 
your Pastor! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Looking back on 2022, it was a year of exploring and embracing the “new normal.” Our 
combined in-person and online attendance went from 66.4 in January to 121.1 in December 
(excluding Christmas). Our combined in-person and online attendance for the first 4 Sundays 
in January 2023 was 105. Gradually, different aspects of our pre-COVID experience of church 
returned. Masks were no longer mandatory. In-person Coffee Time resumed, and our Men’s 
Breakfast and Ladies Luncheon attendance were as high as they’ve ever been. We offered 
once again our Stampede BBQ, End of Summer BBQ, and in-person Secret Friends’ Christmas 
Party. In the fall, Sunday School returned, with especially exciting signs of new life amidst our 
youth through the Alpha Youth Series videos and Pioneers of Paul reaching out in service.  
 
At the same time all these signs of life were occurring in the Parish, I was adjusting to a more 
difficult “new normal” with my health. As you all know, I’ve been living with a blood cancer 
since 2011. One of the problems that’s developed with this is restriction of the blood supply to 
the small vessels of my legs. Since 2017, this has resulted in extremely painful arterial ulcers, 
which worsen with the placing of any pressure on them. Things have finally deteriorated to the 
point where I need to step away and go on disability leave. I’d love to be able to wait until just 
after Easter to do this, but for this to happen, my GP and I will have to find a way to get the 
pain under better control than it is at present.     
 
Looking back at the 15 Incumbent’s Reports I’ve presented at our Annual Meeting, I see that 
many times I chose as a theme a passage from Holy Scripture encouraging us to journey forth 
in faith, into the unknown, following the One who knows the way, and promises ever to 
journey beside us. For example, we’ve looked at Deuteronomy 1:29-31, Joshua 3:3, 4, Matthew 
4:18-20, John 1:46, and John 21:19, 22 together. 
 
This year’s theme will look a little different at first, though we’ll end up with the same basic 
message to our hearts. The theme passage for my 2022 Report is Matthew 11:28-30:  

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest. 



Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 
This passage speaks to me first of all, because I believe that Jesus is saying to me that he 
understands that it’s got too hard for me to continue in active service, and it’s OK to rest. I’ve 
preached about this – about how our worth is not tied up in our “performance,” how we are 
human beings, not human doings – but I still struggle with it. I do firmly believe that all of us 
need to come to this place of resting in God’s love.  
 
It also speaks to me, because of its invitation to go through life together. As the image 
accompanying The Message’s paraphrase of the passage shows, oxen in the time and place 
these words were spoken were yoked together. Jesus is inviting us to go through life yoked 
together with him. We can lean on his strength, rather than try to get by on our own. We can 
stay plugged in, rather than try to make it through on battery power. To change the analogy 
again, we can stay connected to the Vine, rather than try to bear fruit as a cut-off branch. And 
we can allow him to lead, for we don’t know the way, but he does. 
 
I’ve been reading a collection of James S. Stewart’s sermons, widely recognised as one of the 
most powerful preachers of the 20th Century. In one of them, he says: 

Look at it like this: You are carrying, let us say, some heavy load of trouble or anxiety. It 
is beginning to be just a bit too heavy for your resources. You take it to the Lord in 
prayer. You commit to him your situation. There are two ways in which God can answer 
that petition. The one is to level down that burden to suit your strength. The other is to 
level up your strength to suit the burden. 1 

My prayer for all of us is that as we go through life yoked together with our Saviour, we have 
both experiences. I pray that at times we just lean of Jesus and his strength; and that we’re 
inspired by him, led by him, to greater deeds than we’d ever imagined!  
 
In the words of Charles Wesley, I pray: 
 O thou who camest from above, the pure celestial fire to impart, 
 kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean altar of our hearts. 
 
 There let it for Thy glory burn with inextinguishable blaze, 
 and trembling to its source return in humble prayer, and fervent praise.2 
 
Thank you all for being there for me with compassion and empathy as you’ve witnessed my 
struggles these past few years, and especially these past few months. It’s been the prayer of 
my heart to give all of myself to serving you faithfully. For those times I have failed, I ask 
God’s and your forgiveness.  
 
Trusting in our faithful Lord, to whom we are all yoked, who leads us into an unknown as 
bright as the promises of God, this Report is respectfully submitted. 
 
Your Brother in Jesus 
 
                + 
January 29, 2023 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
1 James S. Stewart, Walking with God, Gordon Grant, ed. (Edinburgh: St. Andrew Press, 1996), p. 59. 
 
2 Charles Wesley (1707-1788), in George Appleton, ed., The Oxford Book of Prayer (Oxford University Press, 
1985), p. 85. 


