
Choose a Better Story (not an easier story!)  
 

‘Safest place to be is in the center of God’s will’. True or False. 

(1 Corinthians 11:24-27, Matthew 5:1-12, James 1:2, 1 Peter 4:12) 
 

How can a better story be a more challenging story? 

“A Million Miles in a Thousand Years,” by Donald Miller 

- the same principles that make for a great movie or novel are the same principles that make for a full and 

interesting life as a person. 

- we want the stories we watch and read to have risk and struggle and change, but we want our lives to 

be so boring and safe no one would ever want to read the story of our lives. 
 

The first reason why “growing together as deeply rooted followers of Jesus who steward our gifts to serve 

God’s kingdom” is a better story is the old maxim of:  No pain no gain.  (James 1:2) 

- Movie “Otto.” 

- China after the1949 Communist Revolution 

 

A more exciting story 

- “The Good Old Days” 

- Monty Python skit “the 4 Yorkshiremen” 

- John Ortberg, “If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of the boat.”  (Matthew 14:23f) 

- John Ortberg begins his study with these words, “When you work with people in a church setting, one 

of the things you realize is how often people hunger to have an adventure with God, but they are held 

back either because they are afraid, or they have no idea what God’s calling them to do, or they just get 

kind of addicted to comfort.” 

 

A more attractive story 

- Donald Miller’s “A Million Miles in a Thousand Years” he tells the story of his friend Jason who was 

struggling with a daughter who was dating a bad dude and experimenting with drugs 
 

Trash or Treasure 

- Philippians 3:4-7 

- testimony of a young man who at 18 seemed to have it all 
 

“When I became a Christian.” 

When I became a Christian I said, Lord, now fill me in, 
Tell me what I’ll suffer in this world of shame and sin. 
He said, Your body may be killed, and left to rot and stink, 
Do you still want to follow me? I said Amen – I think. 
I think Amen, Amen I think, I think I say Amen, 
I’m not completely sure, can you just run through that again? 
You say my body may be killed and left to rot and stink, 
Well, yes, that sounds terrific, Lord, I say Amen – I think. 

But, Lord, there must be other ways to follow you, I said, 
I really would prefer to end up dying in my bed. 
Well, yes, he said, you could put up with the sneers and scorn and spit, 



Do you still want to follow me? I said Amen – a bit. 
A bit Amen, Amen a bit, a bit I say Amen, 
I’m not entirely sure, can we just run through that again? 
You say I could put up with sneers and also scorn and spit, 
Well, yes, I’ve made my mind up, and I say, Amen – a bit. 

Well I sat back and thought a while, then tried a different ploy, 
Now, Lord, I said, the Good book says that Christians live in joy. 
That’s true he said, you need the joy to bear the pain and sorrow, 
So do you want to follow me, I said, Amen – tomorrow. 
Tomorrow, Lord, I’ll say it then, that’s when I’ll say Amen, 
I need to get it clear, can I just run through that again? 
You say that I will need the joy, to bear the pain and sorrow, 
Well, yes, I think I’ve got it straight, I’ll say Amen – tomorrow. 

He said, Look, I’m not asking you to spend an hour with me 
A quick salvation sandwich and a cup of sanctity, 
The cost is you, not half of you, but every single bit, 
Now tell me, will you follow me? I said Amen – I quit. 
I’m very sorry Lord I said, I’d like to follow you, 
But I don’t think religion is a manly thing to do. 
He said forget religion then, and think about my Son, 
And tell me if you’re man enough to do what he has done. 

Are you man enough to see the need, and man enough to go, 
Man enough to care for those whom no one wants to know, 
Man enough to say the thing that people hate to hear, 
To battle through Gethsemane in loneliness and fear. 
And listen! Are you man enough to stand it at the end, 
The moment of betrayal by the kisses of a friend, 
Are you man enough to hold your tongue, and man enough to cry? 
When nails break your body-are you man enough to die? 
Man enough to take the pain, and wear it like a crown, 
Man enough to love the world and turn it upside down, 
Are you man enough to follow me, I ask you once again? 
I said, Oh Lord, I’m frightened, but I also said Amen. 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen; Amen, Amen, Amen, 
I said, Oh Lord, I’m frightened, but I also said, Amen. 
 

-Adrian Plass  

 

 

Benediction - 1 Peter 5:10 -   

And the God of all grace,  

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,  

after you have suffered a little while,  

he will himself restore you  

and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

Go now in the love and power of Christ  

and grow together  

as deeply rooted followers of Jesus  

who steward our gifts to serve God’s kingdom 


