
   

We are a Christian community rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ that gathers to  
worship, learn and share, and reaches out to welcome, witness and serve. 

 
 
 
February 22nd– Ash Wednesday 
5:30pm Soup Supper– All are invited to partake in food and fellowship during 
this time of Lent.  We share a simple supper of soup, bread, and cookies while we 
catch up with friends midweek.    
6:30pm Ash Wednesday Worship 
  
March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29th 
5:30pm Soup Supper 
6:30pm Mid-week Lenten Evening Prayer– Behold Our Light 
  
April 10th 
9:00am Palm Sunday 
  
April 14th  
6:30pm Maundy Thursday Worship 
  
April 15th  
6:30pm Good Friday Worship 
  
April 17th– EASTER!! 
7:00am Sunrise Service at FLBC 
8:00am Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
10:00am Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

The Bethlehem Star        February 2023 
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“And who is my neighbor?”  That’s the question asked of Jesus by a 
learned individual (the Bible says he’s a lawyer).  His previous question 
had been about what ought to be done in order to inherit eternal life.  
To that Jesus responded by asking the lawyer to repeat what he knows 
from sabbath school.  The teachings of the faith are plain: to live as one 
with God, one must simply love God and love the neighbor.  The lawyer says as much, and Je-
sus seems satisfied. 
 
But the follow-up question is, I suppose, both foreseeable and inexorable. If, in order to be 
joined with God in this world and the next, we must include our neighbor as a recipient of our 
love, love related to and therefore as dearly felt as that which we hold for God, then it’s im-
portant to know just who this neighbor is.  In other words, we don’t want to mess this up.  
This is high level, life determining business we’re dealing with.  We want to fulfill our obliga-
tions, but we can’t be expected to waste our valuable time on those not of our requirement.  
And we certainly don’t want to love an outsider at the expense of neglecting the chance to 
love a true neighbor.  At least this seems to be the thinking of the lawyer and the reason for 
his question seeking justification. 
 
But as well, the history of the world has been thusly delineated throughout the ages and its 
inhabitants given proper guidelines.  Who is my neighbor?  Those of my own tribe and clan?  
Those within my same circle of creed or tradition?  Those who look like me, or speak like me, 
or repeat the same pledge as me?  How far does my circle, go, Jesus?  And how will I know 
when I have completed my task of loving? 
 
When the inquisitive lawyer asks his question seeking to determine who, exactly, is contained 
within this circle of responsibility, Jesus responds with the parable of the Good Samaritan: a 
robbed and beaten man is ignored by followers of the law, but cared for by one who is, by 
definition, an outsider.  While destined for the annals of deep wisdom, Jesus’ parable doesn’t 
actually answer the lawyer’s question.  It rather describes an act of compassion committed by 
one whom the lawyer is loathed to be asked to emulate: a Samaritan. 
 
Could it be that we, in today’s world, are as skeptical of those who would offer assistance to 
our neighbors in need?  Is our heart so fixated on our own salvific inclusion that we distain the 
work of those in our community who help others? Can we see life-giving acts of mercy done 
toward those who have been attacked and beaten by the world and left for dead as the work 
of God even if it is done by those outside our tribe? 
 
Or is Jesus calling us to widen our scope of inclusion?  Is Jesus teaching us with questions as 
answers to our questions that our focus needs to expand beyond the boundaries of self-
imposed belonging – to city, country, religion, and more? 
 
Indeed, “Who is our neighbor?” 
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BLC Council Meeting Highlights 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
• December Income $53,804; Expenditures $33,708; Ending balance December 31st $72,624 
Pastor’s Report 
• Praised the innovations Marshall has been doing with Mixture and bell ringers.  He is hop-

ing more people will participate so it isn’t the same people each Sunday.   
• The Mission Development Team - Chairperson Julie Miller and members Vicky Nytes, Luke 

Rumage, Paul Holmgren, Chuck McCoy, John Erfle & Ps. Thompson have been at work.  The 
team plans to survey the congregation to determine how God is at work among us and 
where we are being called to partner and walk with other organizations in ministry here 
and abroad. 

• PS has sent out the first video message for “Dwelling in the Word”  Congregants will have 
three opportunities to “dwell” with the passage in small groups or on-line.   

• Feeding the Flathead continues with great support from volunteers to complement the 
leadership of Jeans Matheros, Julie Miller and Marianne Gielow.  The team will be meeting 
on January 12th to determine if and how we can also provide some meals to the Warming 
Center. 

• Water Well – Just slightly less than $7,500, enough for three wells, and with matching 
funds our gifts will be enough for four wells.  We will add a small amount from the Christ-
mas Outreach Fund to bring the total to $7,500 

Property Development Update 
• The Property Development Team has identified three broad alternatives for the church 

properties.  The team plans to present them to the Council at its February meeting and 
then to the congregation.  The goal is for the team to take direction as to whether further 
exploration, perhaps with expenditure of funds already donated for the project, or to dis-
band the team if the congregation wants to maintain the status quo.  The following dates 
were proposed: 

       -Property Development Team presentation to Council February 14th 
-Town hall information meeting after church on February 26th. 
-Special Congregation meeting March 12th 

Eidsvold Update 
• Pastor Scott requested the assistance of two council members to contribute to ongoing 

discussions with members of Eidsvold with the goal of drafting a Partnership Agreement 
based on the needs, wants and resources available to our respective congregations.  A 
joint meeting with Eidsvold leadership is scheduled for March 5th. 

Valley Neighbors 
• Valley Neighbors has requested assistance with immediate temporary housing for immi-

grants, refugees and asylum seekers.  A motion “To move $1000.00 from the Large Gift 
Fund to the Vital Fund for the Pastor to use at his discretion to provide temporary housing 
or other assistance as requested by Valley Neighbors” was approved unanimously  

Vision and Mission Statement Discerning Team 
• Council members unanimously approved a motion to “Form a team to review and update 

our current vision and mission statements” to reflect the values identified by the congrega-
tion through the strategic planning process last year. 

 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 14, 2023 
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Choir 
Choir continues to meet, though it is tough to keep singing in worship 
when people are out, so the solution is we need more people in  
choir----YOU! 
 
GosBells 
GosBells has started again, and it is wonderful to be back to ringing as an 
ensemble.  We could still use some more ringers to ring some bass bells! 
Think of it as your workout for your resolution…. 
 
Mixture 
Mixture has always been meant to be flexible, a way that the people who can’t 
make the every-week commitment of a choir or handbell ensemble can offer their 
musical gifts. But when we have the same people every week, two problems start 
to happen. It becomes our new expectation that “someone else” will be playing 
so “I’m” not needed. We also lose that intent to be flexible. We are making some 
changes. Mixture will not add to the hymns and liturgy every week. We will focus 
on inviting others to join us and hopefully get to the point where we can share re-
sponsibility for infusing our congregational with the life that these instruments 
add instead of assuming that “someone else” will do it. If you can clap on beats 2 
and 4, you have all you need to start. Follow the direction of John in today’s Gos-
pel reading… “Come and see.” 

Dwelling in the Word 
Join Pastor Scott for a new way of encountering the Bible!  Dwelling in the word is 
a way to hear scripture and share with others about what God is saying to us as 
individuals and as a community.  Each gathering is only 30 minutes and you don’t 
have to prepare ahead of time… Choose your own day and time: 
• Tuesdays at BLC – in Sanctuary – 3-3:30pm 
• Wednesdays on Zoom – 12-12:30 pm 
• Thursdays at Bias Brewery – 5:30-6pm 
AND/OR - Watch the video every Monday Morning on Facebook or in your email 
inbox (make sure Pr. Scott has your email address!). 
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"Shrove Tuesday on Sunday" Pancake and Sausage Breakfast planned 
for Sunday, Feb 19th at 10:15 am, following worship. We would love to 

have as many youth helpers as possible. The congregation is invited to enjoy 
breakfast and fellowship.  We will be doing the Silent Auction at a later date. 

FLBC Couples Retreat 2023– February 24-26th 
Come to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp and invest in much needed rest 
and renewal time. Join us for an intentional retreat of spiritual renewal 
and relationship care. We will provide a guided couples relationship 
workshop using John Gottman’s “Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work” cur-
riculum as well as time for spiritual renewal and faith formation. Take this week-
end to focus on the deeply important aspects of all our lives, our romantic rela-
tionship and our faith life health. This weekend is ideal for couples who desire to 
strengthen their relationship and experience deeper joy together, and for 
those who want to take intentional time to renew and grow their faith as an indi-
vidual and as a couple. Time for relaxation, hiking, campfire worships, and great 
food will round out the weekend. 
Retreat begins with dinner at 6:15pm on Friday (check-in is from 5–6pm) and ends 
at noon on Sunday. 
$325 per couple // $100 deposit & registration due by February 14th, 2023 

Immanuel Foundation 
Thank you for your ongoing support of 
Immanuel Lutheran Communities 
through the Immanuel Foundation as 
one of our church partners in 2022.  
Your gifts support our Chaplaincy pro-
gram, which allows us to remain the on-
ly retirement community in Northwest 
Montana with a full-time pastor.  Thanks 
to this funding, we offer three weekly 
worship services across campus, regular 
Bible studies, hospital visitation, and 
other pastoral care.  Thank you so much 
for your ongoing support.  

Community Kitchen/ 
Feeding the Flathead 
What a blessing you are!  Not only 
do you provide a great place for us 
to serve meals, but financial sup-
port too!  Your generosity and care 
enriches our community, CKFF 
guests and volunteers, and our 
feeding ministry.  On behalf of all of 
us at Community Kitchen– Feeding 
the Flathead– a heartfelt and sin-
cere thank you!  It’s loving folks like 
y’all that make CKFF possible. 
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Support Our Community 
Feb 4 
Penguin Plunge 
Whitefish 10-2pm 
 
Feb 4 
Frosty Brew Fest 
Downtown Kalispell 2-6pm 
 
Feb 5 
Night at the Wax Museum 
Bigfork Summer Players 2-4pm 
 
Feb 24 
Montana Sportsmans Expo 
Flathead County Fairgrounds  9-6pm 

A Short History of Valentine’s Day 
Valentine’s Day is commonly celebrated between couples.  However, it did not 
come to be celebrated as a day of romance until the 14th century.  Although there 
were several Christian martyrs named Valentine, the day may have taken its name 
from a priest who was martyred about 270 CE by the emperor Claudius II Gothi-
cus. According to legend, the priest signed a letter “from your Valentine” to his 
jailer’s daughter, whom he had befriended and, by some accounts, healed from 
blindness. Other accounts hold that it was St. Valentine of Terni, a bishop, for 
whom the holiday was named, though it is possible the two saints were actually 
one person. Another common legend states that St. Valentine defied the emper-
or’s orders and secretly married couples to spare the husbands from war. It is for 
this reason that his feast day is associated with love. 
 
Formal messages, or valentines, appeared in the 1500s, and by the late 1700s 
commercially printed cards were being used. The first commercial valentines in 
the United States were printed in the mid-1800s. Valentines commonly de-
pict Cupid, the Roman god of love, along with hearts, traditionally the seat of 
emotion. Because it was thought that the avian mating season begins in mid-
February, birds also became a symbol of the day. Traditional gifts in-
clude candy and flowers, particularly red roses, a symbol of beauty and love.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/martyred
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudius-II-Gothicus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudius-II-Gothicus
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend
https://www.britannica.com/place/Terni-Italy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bishop-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/saint
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Valentine
https://www.britannica.com/topic/valentine-greeting-card
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cupid
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/avian
https://www.britannica.com/animal/bird-animal
https://www.britannica.com/topic/candy-food
https://www.britannica.com/art/floral-decoration
https://www.britannica.com/plant/rose-plant
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February Calendar 2023 

Worship Assistants Needed 
Greeters - Ushers - Readers - Cantors - Communion Assistants -  

Communion Set-up - Donut/Coffee Hosts 
About 8-10 people are needed every week to help make church happen.  We 
need YOU to add your gifts and talents.  If everyone takes a role once or twice a 
year, we can make it happen!  Most sign-ups can be done using the Volunteer/
Sign-up page at www.bethluth.org.  Or you can call the office and Kellie will help 
you find a day and time that will work for you. 
Pick a date that works for you and sign-up today!  Thanks! 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

1 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:00am Spinners, FH 
12:00pm Dwelling In 
the Word, Zoom 
7:00pm Choir 
 

2 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
5:30pm Dwelling in 
the Word, Bias 
Brewing 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
11:00am 
GosBells 
1:00pm 
Mixture 
 
 
 
 

5 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
6:00pm FTF, FH 

7 
3:00pm Dwelling 
In the Word, CM 
6:30pm 
Committee 
Directors, FH 
7:00pm 
Committees, FH 
8:00pm Executive 
Committee, FR 

8 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:00am Weavers, FH 
12:00pm Dwelling In 
the Word, Zoom  
7:00pm Choir 
 
 

9 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
5:30pm Dwelling in 
the Word, Bias 
Brewing 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

11 
11:00am 
GosBells 
1:00pm 
Mixture 

12 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

13 
6:00pm FTF, FH 
 
 
 
Newsletter   
        deadline 

14 
9:45am Dorcas 
Circle, FH 
3:00pm Dwelling 
In the Word, CM 
6:00pm Council, 
FH 

15 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:00am Spinners and 
Weavers, FH 
12:00pm Dwelling In 
the Word, Zoom 
7:00pm Choir 
 

16 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
5:30pm Dwelling in 
the Word, Bias 
Brewing 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
11:00am 
GosBells 
1:00pm 
Mixture 

19 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:15am  Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake and 
Sausage Breakfast 
 
 
 
 

20 
6:00pm FTF, FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
3:00pm Dwelling 
In the Word, CM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 Ash Wednesday 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
12:00pm Dwelling In 
the Word, Zoom 
5:30pm Soup Supper 
6:30pm Worship 
7:00pm Choir 
 

23 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
5:30pm Dwelling in 
the Word, Bias 
Brewing 
 
 
           
              

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
11:00am 
GosBells 
1:00pm 
Mixture 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am 
Congregational 
Information Meeting 
 

27 
12:00pm 
Women on the 
Go 
6:00pm FTF, FH 
 
 

28 
9:30am PEO, FH 
3:00pm Dwelling 
In the Word, CM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Locations: 
CM-Commons 
FH -Fellowship Hall  
FR-Fireside Room 
HB-Hjortland Bld. 

http://www.bethluth.org
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
603 South Main Street, Kalispell, Montana 59901 
office@bethluth.org / www.bethluth.org 
Facebook: Bethlehem Lutheran Kalispell 
406/752-6140 - 406/752-6145 FAX 
KOFI 1180AM at 9:00am Sundays 

Electronic service requested 

The deadline for 
the March  

newsletter is  
February 20th.    

Thank you!  

Church Council 
President: 
Tony Nelson 
Vice Presidents: 
Julie Miller 
Treasurer: 
Duane Anderson 
Recording Secretary: 
Kellie Nelson 
 

Committee Chairs 
Christian Education 
Lisa Jones 
Fellowship: 
Peggy Aagenes-Janzer 
Outreach: 
Cindy Galvin 
Property: 
Bill Pursell 
Stewarship: 
John Erfle 
Worship and Music: 
VACANT 
Youth: 
Bill Erickson 

Doug Anderson 2/1 

James Burkett 2/1 

Christian Hensley 2/2 

Heidi Schmid 2/3 

Conner Hagel 2/4 

Wayne Saverud 2/5 

Nancy Nelson 2/7 

Toth Mendius 2/7 

David Donovan 2/9 

Dale Saverud 2/10 

Lori Adkins 2/13 

Jo Ann Swenson 2/13 

Linda Burkett 2/13 

Eric Anderson 2/14 

Margaret Jaumotte 2/15 

John Hendrickson 2/16 

Sonya Hensley 2/16 

Layne Matkovich 2/17 

Lisa Schlepp 2/17 

Linda Erfle 2/17 

Anne Taylor 2/17 

Charles Spain 2/17 

Emma Lane 2/17 

Hannah Anderson 2/21 

Suzanne Mattson 2/22 

Jana Thompson 2/23 

Dawson Smith 2/24 

Becky Croucher 2/24 

Delphia Blumenthal 2/25 

Jeffery Verworn 2/27 

mailto:office@bethluth.org
http://www.bethluth.org

