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KINGSWAY LAMBTON UNITED CHURCH LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 2023  
  
Mondays: 9:15-10:15am OR: 6:45-7:45pm    The Rev. Dr. Paul S. Wilson 
 
Over seven Mondays beginning February 20, 2023, we will examine Jesus's ministry and journey 
to the cross as depicted in the first half of the Gospel of John. Scholars count seven 
signs/miracles revealing Jesus's divine identity in the Gospel, and we will consider five of these. 
We will also consider Jesus's characteristic way of speaking in John, contrasting our worldly 
ways of seeing things with God's ways.  
 
Each week we consider a passage from John, first, for what it says about us as humans and what 
we are to do. Second, we consider what it says about who God is and what God is doing. The 
New Revised Standard Version is used for citations below.  
 
 
1) February 20.  JOHN 2: 1-12 THE TWO WEDDINGS AT CANA 
 
Human Actions: The wedding celebration ran out of wine. 
 
To the embarrassment and potential shame of the parents hosting the wedding at Cana in Galilee, 
they ran out of wine on the first day of a celebration that might otherwise go on for days. Mary 
reported this to her son, Jesus, who was present with his disciples. He said, “Woman what 
concern is that to you and me? My hour has not yet come.” She seems to pay no attention to this 
brusque response, not taking it as an outright refusal. She simply instructs the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” As he instructs, they fill “six stone jars” with water. 
 
The celebrations reported here may take place at a synagogue in Cana―no private home would 
need or have six jars holding “twenty to thirty gallons each”, totalling around one hundred and 
fifty gallons, just “for the Jewish rites of purification”. It is not just the wine that is empty, John 
implies, these stone jugs are too, along with the ritual laws that govern their use. Rites of 
purification were minor practices that developed around the unchanging law of Moses. (Jesus 
will establish through his death and resurrection, a new way to be cleansed and right with God.) 
 
Application: The wine has run out for many people. 
 
Many people find the wine has run out for them, they are at a breaking point, out of hope. 
Tammi Landry-Gilder writes:  
 
When I was thirty years old, my father took his own life. Two weeks later, I miscarried my first 
baby. I lost hope. I lost myself. I started thinking that maybe, just maybe, my dad had made the 
right choice. Maybe there was just too much sadness in the world…. I didn’t talk much during 
that first appointment [with a therapist Tammi called “my angel”]…. But whatever I said, I will 
never forget, made her cry with me…. She wanted me to know that I wouldn’t always feel the 



 2 

way I did right then. She told me there was hope. She said I had a future. She promised me that I 
didn’t have to end things the way my father had.1 
 
In your community, what hope is there for people lacking hope or contemplating suicide? What 
role does the church play a role in offering hope? What gives you hope? 
 
God’s Action: Jesus turns the water into wine.  
 
Jesus turns the water into wine. He says no recorded words. The servants simply do what he 
commands by way of filling the jars, and they find the water is now wine. They take some to the 
“chief steward”, who goes to “the bridegroom” and pronounces the water not only to be wine, 
but to be “the good wine”, the best wine. The wine that Jesus provides is even better than the 
excellent wine that was commonly served “first”, that now by comparison seems “inferior wine”. 
Further, there is so much of this fine wine that it will not run out.  
 
Jesus’s words, “Woman what concern is that to you and me?”, do not offend Mary. She does not 
hear them as a rebuke but as an affirmation of her role in his ministry and mission. She accepts 
them as a statement of truth, that extends beyond the current moment. It is not yet his “hour” 
when he is “glorified” (12:23; 17:1) through being crucified and rising from the dead. She knows 
he will do now whatever is needed, so she instructs, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now is the time, 
however, for Jesus to begin his public ministry and give the first public sign of “his glory”. 
When it is his “hour” (that is, time for him to die on the cross) the glory of his new “purification” 
will be seen. (His blood shed for all will be the wine that will never run out at the Lord’s Supper. 
6:53-56.) Jesus turns the water into wine both literally and spiritually: he will change the rituals 
of purification by water into the drinking of wine that will be his blood for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
John offers symbolism of a second wedding here. As Jesus begins his public ministry, he weds 
Israel, and takes responsibility for the future of Israel upon himself. Four separate days have 
been identified prior to this in John (the first is 1:19-28; and the words, “The next day” are in 
each of 1:29, 35, and 43). The wedding is “On the third day” after these four, making it the 
seventh day. Thus the wedding has overtones of the sabbath; in Genesis 1 the sabbath is the 
seventh day. The wine echoes the early church's sabbath celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The 
steward commends the best wine only to “the bridegroom”, not the parents, as would be 
common. (Neither the bride and groom or their parents are identified.) At John’s level of symbol, 
allegory, and deeper meaning, the bridegroom is Jesus, the bride is Israel, and John is the 
bridegroom’s friend (see 3:29). 
 
Jesus has already shown divine powers (e.g., his amazing foreknowledge of Nathanael in 1:48-
51) but water into wine is “the first of his” seven public “signs”. Because of it, “his disciples 
believed in him”.  
 
God’s Action Applied: Jesus turns our water into wine. 
 

 
1 Tammi Landry-Gilder, “Before You Lose Hope, Read This," Her View From Home (no date); viewed online on 
December 20, 2021, at <<https://herviewfromhome.com/before-you-lose-hope-read-this/>>. 
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There are really two miracles in this account of Jesus turning water into wine. The first is the 
water becoming wine, demonstrating his authority even over physics and nature. The second is 
the gift of faith that comes to the disciples. They now “believed in him.” Those who have faith 
today, however small or great, who have experienced Christ alive today, risen from the dead, 
have already experienced the miracle of water into wine.  
 
Some people think of faith primarily as a matter of belief and choice, intellect and commitment. 
Faith is also a matter of experiencing what Christ alone can give by way of life, love, peace, 
mercy, acceptance, healing, forgiveness, and so on. The meaning of life that flows from such 
experience can be like the wine that never runs out. Simply by doing what Jesus commands we 
may experience him again. 
 
Jesus turned the nominal faith of someone like Mary Neal into rich wine. She was a cultural 
Christian who went to college and adopted the “religion of the intellect.” She became a surgeon, 
and in 1999 was kayaking in Chile when she was flipped and pinned underwater for thirty 
minutes. Bystanders administered CPR. Her actual experience underwater was of Christ holding 
her telling her that everything was fine, whether she lived or died. She said she was led on a 
review of her life that “had little to do with judgment and everything to do with understanding, 
compassion, and grace.” She said she was shown “the beauty that came out of every experience 
of heartbreak, challenge, and disappointment.”2 Now she encourages others to explore the 
transformation of their lives that comes from knowing that God’s love is all that matters.  
 
Miracles akin to water into wine are not always sudden. One elderly man over several years was 
transformed. He slowly moved from being someone who rarely spoke of faith to being someone 
who relied on Christ each day, not least through the long illness of his wife. Another couple 
almost separated but through faith, counselling, and forgiveness, stayed together and over the 
years found their love renewed and deepened beyond what they had known.  
 
 
2) February 27.  JOHN 3:1-21 THE TWO BIRTHS  
 
Human Actions:  Nicodemus must be born again. 
 
Nicodemus, as “a Pharisee…a leader of the Jews”, is a member of the ruling council in 
Jerusalem. As such, he could have been one of the leaders who earlier sent emissaries to ask 
John the Baptist, “Who are you?” (1:19, 24.) In any case, Nicodemus is now eager to meet Jesus 
and comes to him “by night”, afraid to be seen coming to “the light” (see 3:21). He does not 
want others to know that he thinks Jesus is “a teacher who has come from God”.  
 
Nicodemus recognizes “the presence of God” in the “signs” that Jesus does. Jesus says 
Nicodemus is not yet able to “see the kingdom of God” (namely in the person of Jesus) and that 
he must be “born from above”. He is born of his “mother’s womb…. born of water…. born of 
the flesh”. Because he is not “born of the Spirit” and does “not believe”, he cannot understand 

 
2 Mary Neal, “Death Brings Context to Life” TEDx Talks, Jackson Hole, November 19, 2018, 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-M9zR17egA> 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-M9zR17egA
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being born again. He also cannot understand about the “Son of Man” and what must happen to 
him when he is “lifted up” and crucified. 
 
Those who “do not believe are condemned already” ― not by the “Son of God”, who did not 
come “to condemn the world” ― but by their own actions in rejecting him. They “loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil”. They do not want their “deeds” to “be 
exposed”. 
 
Jesus refers to himself here as both "Son of Man", a messianic title from Daniel 7:13, and "Son 
of God".  
 
Application: We must be born again. 
 
Many of the core teachings in the Bible are statements that might seem not to make strict logical 
sense on the surface until they are understood at a deeper level: for example, God is three-in-one, 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God, the bread and wine are Christ's body and blood shed for us, 
the first shall be last, and so on. Until we choose to believe and without the gift of faith, we 
cannot fully understand. We are locked into the ways of “water” and “flesh”. We need spiritual 
insight. We need to be “born from above”.  
 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life” ―these words may be heard negatively to say that everyone else 
will perish. Believers may wonder what will happen to beloved family members who do not 
believe, or to people who have never heard of Jesus? Or what about those for whom the evil 
deeds of people in the church have made them unable to hear the name of Jesus in any positive 
way?  Paul says that those who do not know scripture, have something of it written on their 
conscience, that “will accuse or perhaps excuse them” and God in Christ “will judge the secret 
thoughts of all”. (Romans 2:15.) Is there any truth about God that Christ does not disclose? 
 
Can you think of anyone who is so locked into material/historical/scientific ways of seeing things 
that openness to spiritual truth seems impossible? 
 
God’s Action: God gives new birth. 
 
God has revealed to Nicodemus that Jesus is both “a teacher who has come from God” and is in 
“the presence of God”. Jesus reveals that Nicodemus needs to “see the kingdom of God” (present 
not least in the person of Jesus). This is a gift from God, “birth from above”. (John alluded to this 
different kind of birth in his prologue: “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God.” 1:12-13.)  
 
Through “belie[f] in him [Jesus]" by “receiv[ing] our testimony”, God will ensure Nicodemus 
will not only “see the kingdom of God” but “enter it”. In the physical realm one can see the 
effects of the wind, that “blows where it chooses”. The same is true of the realm of the Spirit, 
you can see the effects of being “born from above”. “We speak of what we know…[and] have 
seen”. 
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Jesus reveals himself as the Son of Man twice in this passage and as the Son of God three times. 
Three times he invites Nicodemus to believe in him. Just as Moses held a serpent on a pole and 
people who looked on it were saved (Numbers 21: 4-9), so too “whoever” sees the “Son of 
Man…lifted up… [on the cross and] believes in him may have eternal life.” Jesus repeats similar 
words in relation to himself as the “Son” of God, “everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life.” God does this out of love (“for God so loved the world…”). God 
chose to “save” the world “through him.…the only Son of God”. Jesus “bring[s] light”, “into the 
world”, and exposes the “darkness” and “deeds [that] were evil”. “But those who do what is true 
come to the light so that it may clearly be seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
God’s Action Applied: God gives us new birth. 
 
Part of the new birth God gives is recognition of Jesus for who he is. Lee Strobel was the award-
winning legal editor for the Chicago Tribune, and a committed atheist before he wrote, The Case 
for Christ. His wife, Leslie, became a Christian in 1979. Invited to church by a nurse, she heard 
the Word of God and decided to dedicate her life to Jesus. Lee was stunned, and then intrigued 
by the changes he saw in her life. His own life was spiralling downward. He decided to use his 
investigative journalistic skills to try to prove that Jesus was just a myth, that he did not die and 
therefore that he could not have been resurrected. Two years later, Lee decided to “believe”, turn 
from his wrongdoing, and “receive” forgiveness and eternal life: “There were not lightning 
bolts…. I know that some people feel a rush of emotion at such a moment: as for me, however, 
there was something else that was equally exhilarating: There was the rush of reason.”3 Perhaps 
that for him was the moment of being “born from above”.  
 
How do you understand “born from above”? Does that match anything in your experience? 
 
 
3) March 6 JOHN 4:1-42 THE WOMAN AT THE WELL 
 
Human Actions:  The woman seeks water. 
 
When Jesus travels north from Judea through Samaria on his way to Galilee, his ministry 
continues to demonstrate John the Baptist’s recent words, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (3:30). “Jesus is making … more disciples than John”. Although 3:22 and 4:1 imply 
Jesus is baptizing, 4:2 clarifies he is not―his disciples are performing the physical baptisms with 
water, and Jesus is blessing them. What will be Jesus's baptism is different from John's and 
includes the Spirit (see 7:39).  
 
At noon, the hottest time of the day, outside the “city called Sychar”, a Samaritan woman 
approaches Jacob’s Well to fetch water. She comes not with the other Samaritan women, in the 
cool of dawn. She may be shunned by them, having some notoriety amongst them for her past. 
Jesus was at the well first, and his disciples have gone “to the city to buy food”. He has “no 
bucket, and the well is deep” so he asks her for “a drink”. “Jews do not share things in common 

 
3 Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan, 1998, 2016), 291. 
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with Samaritans”, for they were considered unclean. Moreover, men do not normally speak to an 
unaccompanied woman. She is dangerously bold even in responding to him.  
 
He tells her that if she knew who he is, she would have asked him for a drink of “living water” so 
she would not have to be thirsty again. She thinks living water means running water as from a 
spring, and she wonders if he is greater that Jacob who gave them this well. He clarifies that his 
water will end her thirst and will “gush up to eternal life”. Though she came to fetch ordinary 
water, she now asks Jesus for his living water so that she does not have to “be thirsty” or “keep 
coming here to draw water”. 
 
Jesus talks of two kinds of water, and seemingly, so does she. Her thirst is deeper than what 
ordinary water will quench. She is thirsty for meaning and longs to be valued. She no longer 
wants to be defined by what has happened to her, for as Jesus says, she has “had five husbands 
and the one you now have is not your husband”. (Luke 20:27-33 tells of a woman who was 
passed down as wife through seven brothers.) She now recognizes he is “a prophet”. She finally 
wonders if he is the coming “Messiah…who is called Christ”. She “left her water jar” behind as 
she rushes to tell others― the ordinary water she thought she wanted is no longer the water she 
wants most.  
 
Application: Many lack living water. 
 
Many people lack living water. They may be in bad relationships or unfulfilling jobs and are 
hungry and thirsty for more meaning in life. For example, during the Covid pandemic, many 
servers in restaurants, kitchen staff, and managers left the food and drink industry. Why they left 
was explored in a small poll. Nearly all cited high stress and low pay, and many cited rude 
clients or inconsiderate owners. One said, "I left after tips got worse and worse. After working a 
12-hour shift — serving one of our 'highest-paying customers' — management let him walk out 
on a $1K tab without tipping even $1." Another said, "I used to work as the general manager of a 
200-seat restaurant. I was there during the height of the pandemic and after. I had no healthcare, 
no paid vacation, and no sick days. I worked 12 hours a day, five days a week, and on days off I 
would have to come in for emergencies or when staff called out. I would run everything from the 
paperwork to the schedule to bartending, I waited tables, managed to-go orders, and more. I left 
to work an inbound sales job from home. I finally get paid time off, and I can actually take that 
time off without providing a reason why."4  
 
We do not have to look far for examples of people who, perhaps without even knowing it, are 
longing for living water. Do you know any people like that today? 
 
God’s Action: Jesus gives the woman living water.  
 
The religious rules and customs of the day prevented Jesus from giving the woman anything. He 
immediately sees her lowly status as a woman (in male eyes), as an unclean Samaritan (in Jewish 
eyes), and as someone whose reputation forces her to come alone for water at midday (in the 

 
4 Ross Yoder, "Former Restaurant Workers Are Sharing Just How 'Damaging' The Service Industry Is, And I'm 
Equal Parts Enraged And Heartbroken", BuzzFeed, December 6, 2021. Viewed online on December 29, 2021 at 
<https://www.buzzfeed.com/rossyoder/quitting-restaurant-jobs>. 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/rossyoder/quitting-restaurant-jobs
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eyes of the local women). However, instead of ignoring her, Jesus reaches out. He offers his own 
human need for a drink of water and identifies her need for spiritual living water. He honors her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” He is “the gift of God” who can give her 
what she seeks. She then asks him for living water and he gives it to her.  
 
Jesus reveals he is “greater than…Jacob”, and greater than “a prophet”, he is the “Messiah…who 
is called Christ…[who] will proclaim all things”. “I am he, the one who is speaking to you” 
(echoing Exodus 3:14, God’s great “I Am Who I Am... I Am has sent me to you”). Jesus tells her 
about her “five husbands” plus one―revealing that his knowledge is divine in origin (“he 
himself knew what was in everyone”, 2:25). Jesus says that she “worship[s] what you do not 
know”. Her worship is an empty ritual and he promises her true worship: “the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem” ―meaning she will 
worship God ‘everywhere’, and that she will have direct knowledge of the Father through him. 
 
The living water he gives “will become in [her] a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” that 
will end all her thirst. His living water is in itself “worship [of] the Father in spirit and truth” and 
knowledge of himself as the “Messiah”. “[S]alvation is from the Jews”, and he offers it as living 
water to this woman of Samaria: “the hour is coming, and is now here… [to be a] true 
worshipper”. (Jesus had told Mary, “My hour has not yet come”, 2:4. His hour fully comes when 
he crucified and exalted. See 12:23 & 27; 17:1.) Jesus then bestows upon this woman an 
affirmation of her value by telling her, “for the Father seeks such as these [such as her!] to 
worship him”.  
 
In giving living water, Jesus repurposes the lives of the woman, the Samaritan townspeople, and 
his disciples. The woman “left her water jar". The previous water jars at Cana represented the 
empty purification rituals that had been attached to Jewish worship (2:6), and this woman's jar 
symbolizes leaving behind something similar. Jesus has given her the best water, living water 
which is insufficient for eternal life. She runs into the city to tells the very people who may reject 
her, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, 
can he?” Jesus further restores value to her life in the eyes of others, for as a result of her 
“testimony”, “Many Samaritans…believed in him”.  
 
Jesus’s living water repurposes the townspeople as well. They “asked him to stay with them”. He 
stays “for two more days” for a total of three days, mirroring the time of death to new life at 
Easter, and suggesting the new life of these foreigners. The townspeople now value the woman, 
and tell her they initially believed “because of what you said” and now “we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world”. These foreign people received 
him, in contrast to “the prophet’s own country” ― “his own people did not accept him” (1:11; 
3:32). 
 
Jesus also repurposes his disciples’ lives. The water he initially sought to drink was for his 
physical thirst. The food that he sent them to get, and that they want him to “eat”, was apparently 
for them to consume. When they insist that he eat, he refuses and speaks of the food that he 
already has that they “do not know about” and that is “to do the will of him who sent me and to 
complete his work”. His food, like his living water, is “spirit and truth”. Even as his ministry is 
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completing his Father’s work, he commissions the disciples to do the same. They are to reap that 
for which “Others have labored,” namely those Jewish ancestors and prophets through the ages. 
The disciples are to help Jesus lead Israel to true worship. He tells them that “the fields are ripe 
for harvest”.  
 
Jesus is given additional names in this passage, “the gift of God”, “prophet”, “I am” (this will 
become more evident later), and “the Savior of the world”.  
 
God’s Action Applied: Jesus gives us living water.  
 
Jesus so often speaks at two or more levels at once: 1) the literal, historical, or material level, and 
2) the symbolic or spiritual level. Here we find food and water at both levels. To those today who 
ask for the deeper meaning and repurposing of life, he gives it. He does this in the Spirit, opening 
deeper ways to understand the Bible, revealing his own and God’s identity. In the process he 
reveals our own identities and purposes, especially in God’s sight. 
 
The meaning of life does not come only from the things that happen to us, good or bad. It comes 
from God revealing to us, through the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ in the midst of whatever happens, 
working for good and against evil. Malcolm Muggeridge is reported to have said, "Every event 
of life is a parable of God, and the art of life is to get the message." 
 
In 2010, Trisha Dyvig’s premature baby, Eliza Grace, died. For the first time in her life, her faith 
was seriously challenged, and she turned to the Bible. She kept thinking: 
 

…this isn’t how it is supposed to be. But I came to conclude that nothing in this world is. 
Too often as a Christian I get into the habit of thinking I deserve good days and easy 
paths. But that isn’t what God has promised me. As I read the Word, I saw numerous 
times how faithful Christians suffered and the ultimate suffering of Christ on the cross. 
Suffering and pain are part of this fallen world. But those of us who trust in Christ can 
have great hope that God is using our pain to draw us closer to Him. 5  

 
The passage that comforted her most was 1 Peter 1:6–7, “In this you rejoice, even if now for a 
little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being 
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 
 
The living water that Jesus gives is knowledge and love of himself, and the promise of God’s 
eternal love. 
 
 
4) March 13      JOHN 6:1-24 FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND 
 
Human Actions: The crowd is hungry for what Jesus can give them.  
 

 
5 Amy K. Hall, "A Story of Suffering," Stand to Reason: Clear-Thinking Christianity, 8/11/2017. Viewed on 
December 28, 2021 at <https://www.str.org/w/a-story-of-suffering>. 

https://www.str.org/w/a-story-of-suffering
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The crowds in Galilee relentlessly pursue Jesus, in contrast to the religious leaders in Jerusalem 
who did not accept him. He is in Capernaum, where crowds “saw the signs that he was doing for 
the sick” (miracles that are referred to by John without detail; see also 2:23, where the people 
"saw the signs that he was doing"). They are hungry for what Jesus can give them. “Passover… 
was near”. This is the second of three Passovers in John―2:13, 6:4, 11:55―Jesus will die at the 
third.  
 
He withdraws from the crowd and sails east with “his disciples” to “the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee”, a distance about seven miles. The crowd “kept following him” once he got there, so he 
withdraws again, “up the mountain”, and when “he looked up” they were still “coming toward 
him”. They are now hungry and have no food. Jesus “test[s]” Phillip’s faith by asking him, 
“Where are we to buy bread”? Jesus knows there is no place, but he wonders if Philip will 
express his faith that Jesus can provide what is needed. Philip answers in purely practical 
fashion, “Six months wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” Does 
he forget that Jesus made vast supplies of wine out of water at the wedding in Cana? 
 
After Jesus feeds the five thousand, they see him as both the prophesied “prophet” (1:21; see 
Deuteronomy 18:15-19) and someone they want to make their temporal “king. (This would have 
put him in conflict with the occupying Roman forces.) He “realized that they were about to come 
and take him by force to make him king”, so “he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.”  
 
Jesus “had not yet come” back to the disciples by “evening”, so his disciples “got into a boat, and 
started across the sea [back] to Capernaum”. They “had rowed about three or four miles” when 
“the sea became rough” with a “strong wind” and they need to be saved. They see Jesus 
“walking on the sea…and they were terrified” that he was a ghost.  
 
The next day, the crowd near the mountain is still looking for Jesus, wanting more from him by 
way of teaching and signs. They had seen he was not in the boat with the disciples when they 
left, nor in the other boats that came “from Tiberius”. The crowd got in those boats “and went to 
Capernaum looking for him”, perhaps still eager to make him “king”. However, his “hour had 
not yet come” (2:4) when he would be crucified and become King. 
 
Application: We are hungry for what Jesus can give us. 
 
There has been a “rapid pace” of decline in Christianity in the United States. In 2019, “43% of 
U.S. adults identify with Protestantism, down from 51% in 2009. And one-in-five adults (20%) 
are Catholic, down from 23% in 2009.”6 A Canadian headline predicts, “Gone by 2040”: “In 
2011, 67.3 per cent … of Canadians said they were affiliated with a Christian religion. In 2019, 
that number had dropped to 63.2 per cent.... [R]eligious affiliation was at 85 per cent among 
older Canadians born between 1940 and 1959, compared with 32 per cent for those born between 

 
6 "In U.S., Decline of Christianity Continues at Rapid Pace," Pew Research Center, October 17, 2019, Viewed 
online on January 9, 2022 at <https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-
rapid-pace/>. 

https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/
https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/
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1980 and 1999.”7 The numbers are even lower in Great Britain. The decline is not universal, 
much of Africa being an exception, but it is troubling to those who see Jesus as key to resolving 
the world’s problems.  
 
Many Christians are hungry for a revival only Christ can give. Many people are anxious that 
their own children or grandchildren do not know him and the strength, comfort and beauty he 
brings to life. They are without knowledge of their salvation. They are without reliance on the 
power of the Holy Spirit to help them in their daily lives.  
 
In what ways might Jesus Christ be the answer for a world problem like greed? How is Christ the 
answer for peace? How might Christ exercise a role with other world problems?  
 
God’s Action: Jesus meets the disciples in their deepest needs. 
 
Jesus feeds the five thousand. In doing so, he demonstrates his authority and meets his followers 
in their deepest needs, giving them signs and revealing who he is. When the crowds pursue Jesus 
first to the shore and then to the remote mountain, he could have simply withdrawn yet again, 
without feeding them. Instead, he is concerned that they are hungry and without food, and 
children are among them. Jesus has the authority to meet all needs, physical and spiritual. He 
knows there is no place to buy food and he “knew what he was going to do”, even before he tests 
the faith of Philip. Andrew said, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish,” 
small bread and fish that the boy has volunteered.  
 
Jesus had the “five thousand” sit down on “the grass”, and he “took the loaves…[gave] 
thanks…[and] distributed them…so also the fish, as much as they wanted.” When the disciples 
“gather[ed] up the fragments left over”, so that “nothing may be lost”, they filled twelve baskets 
(of the twelve apostles) ―more than they had at the start. The people rightly see that Jesus is 
“indeed the prophet who is come into the world” and “king” (see 1:49; 3:31). Jesus “knew what 
was in everyone” (2:25) and realizes they plan to “force” him to establish a temporal kingdom. 
Jesus does not “accept such human testimony” (5:34), only the testimony of God. He “withdrew 
again to the mountain by himself.” The people have no power over him. As at the Passover the 
previous year, he “would not entrust himself to them” (2:24), but another Passover is coming at 
which he will, when his earthly ministry is complete.  
 
Jesus completes his retreat to solitude and the disciples cannot find him. That night, perhaps 
thinking he has abandoned them, or them abandoning him, they row towards home in a boat. At 
the half-way point they encounter a life-threatening windstorm. Jesus knows their needs (2:25) 
and comes to them “walking on the sea”. He calms their fear that he is a ghost, “It is I; do not be 
afraid.” The literal translation is “I am”, the words God uses to identify himself from the burning 
bush in Exodus 3:14 (see John 4:26 & 8:58). Jesus not only calms the disciples' fear, he calms 
the waters. When they want “to take him into the boat” they find by another miracle that 
“immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.” Jesus shows them yet 

 
7 Ashleigh Stewart, "‘Gone by 2040’: Why some religions are declining in Canada faster than ever," Global News, 
MSN, January 9, 2022. Viewed online on that date at <https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/gone-by-2040-
why-some-religions-are-declining-in-canada-faster-than-ever/ar-AASyXjO?ocid=msedgntp>. 

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/gone-by-2040-why-some-religions-are-declining-in-canada-faster-than-ever/ar-AASyXjO?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/gone-by-2040-why-some-religions-are-declining-in-canada-faster-than-ever/ar-AASyXjO?ocid=msedgntp
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again that he is Lord, even over nature. He brings them safely to their destination, in a third 
miracle that is rarely acknowledged. 
 
These two miracle accounts, Jesus feeding the five thousand and him walking on water, are the 
fourth and fifth fully recorded public miracles or signs in John (water into wine; healing the 
official’s son; healing the man by the pool). They will eventually total seven with the healing of 
the blind man, 9:1-7 and the raising of Lazarus 11:1-45. 
 
God’s Action Applied: Jesus meets us in our deepest needs. 
 
Jesus meets us in our deepest needs. Jesus multiplied the bread in the same way that he provided 
far more than enough wine at Cana. (By contrast with the manna or the bread that Moses offered 
could not be kept overnight, it “bred worms and became foul”. Exodus 16:19-20.) The bread 
Jesus gives us of his body, like the living water he gave the Samaritan woman, is for eternal life 
(4:13-14). Whenever Jesus feeds us, he meets us with abundant grace.  
 
In relation to our text, Christians might reflect on the small amounts of bread and wine received 
in the sacrament of Holy Communion. Together with the Word, they are more than enough to 
sustain us in this life and the next. When we as a church share even what little we may have with 
each other and the world, Jesus makes it more than enough. 
 
The image of the twelve apostles in a boat, led the early church to take the ancient boat as one of 
its symbols. In fact, the center part of a church sanctuary is the nave, from the Latin word 
navicula, for boat.  With this text in mind, we may think of the church encountering troubled 
waters, and Jesus continuing to meet our needs, both knowing our distress and coming to us to 
ensure we arrive safely at our destination with him. 
 
The modern Church of St. Peter on the shores of the Sea of Galilee in Capernaum has a large 
floor-to-ceiling arched clear-glass window at the front. The raised chancel is solid marble, the 
same color as the outdoor pool of water immediately outside the window and the Sea beyond. In 
the right light it looks like all three are one body of water. On the marble, is a finely crafted boat 
resembling Peter’s original one, that looks like it is floating on the waters. Within it are the pulpit 
and communion table. Every time the congregation worships and celebrates eucharist, they are 
reminded of Christ multiplying the bread on the mountains visible across the sea, and feeding 
them bread and wine, “as much as they wanted”. And they may experience him walking on water 
to save them. 
 
Is there any problem in life, any need we might have, from which God withholds grace? 
 
 
5) March 20   JOHN 9:1-41. JESUS GIVES SIGHT TO THE MAN BORN BLIND 
 
Human Actions:  The religious authorities deny Jesus’s miracle. 
 
When Jesus gives sight to the man on the “sabbath”, neighbors are split over whether this really 
is the same man “who used to sit here and beg”. Some do not believe Jesus did a healing, and 
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keep asking “how were your eyes opened?” Even the "Pharisees” are divided on Jesus, some say 
he “is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath”, while others defend Jesus by saying 
that a “sinner” could not “perform such signs”. The religious authorities who are in charge deny 
Jesus’s miracle. Some dispute that the healed man, who claims Jesus is “a prophet”, had even 
been “born blind”. In their council they have “already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue”. The man’s parents confirm he was blind but 
out of fear of being excommunicated, they tell the religious authorities to speak directly to their 
son. 
 
People believed that if a person is born blind, it is because someone “sinned”, either “this man or 
his parents”. (The sins “of the parents [fall] upon the children and the children’s children, to the 
third and the fourth generation.” Exodus 34:7b.) Jesus rejects that way of accounting for 
disability.  
 
When the leaders again quiz the son, they want him to “give God the glory” not Jesus, but 
without their knowing, he does gives God the glory by honoring Jesus. They press him to say 
Jesus “is a sinner” and explain his eyesight apart from Jesus. He responds, “One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” They accuse him of being Jesus’s “disciple” while they are 
“disciples of Moses”, to whom “God has spoken”. They inadvertently confess their own 
blindness: “we do not know where [Jesus] has come from”. The man then confesses his 
incredulity at them, they should know that “God does not listen to sinners” and that “if this man 
were not from God he could do nothing.” In anger they accuse him of being “born entirely in 
sin”, and “drove him out.” 
 
Jesus observes that those who do see, who do not receive him, “may become blind”, having no 
light. He reiterates to them that being physically blind is no sin, “If you were blind, you would 
not have sin.” Rather, they “have sin” because they lie and say “we see”, and because they refuse 
his light, “their sin remains”. The “night is coming” when he will die and “no one can work” the 
miracle of giving sight to the blind. 
 
Application: Many people dispute Jesus’s ability to work miracles.  
 
There are degrees of both faith and doubt, one may have a strong faith overall, yet in a crisis, 
when things go wrong, like a family member receiving a bad medical report or being 
unemployed, and when God may seem absent, there can be occasion to doubt. Proverbs 3:5-6 
says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways 
acknowledge him….” Jesus says, “if you have faith and do not doubt…even if you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea’, it will be done.’ (Matthew 21:21.) A man says 
to Jesus, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24.) One might ask, “Is faith a choice, a decision 
we make, or is it a gift from God?” The answer is both. We have free will and can choose to 
believe. God forces no one to believe, but offers faith to those who seek it. 
 
One way in which people doubt Jesus’s ability to work miracles is dismissing his resurrection, 
and his ability to bring new life now. 
 
God’s Action: Jesus gives sight to the blind man. 
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In line with the double meanings that John so frequently intends, there is a double miracle here. 
Jesus heals the man’s physical blindness, and separately heals his spiritual blindness.  
 
The disciples imply that sin caused the man’s blindness, but Jesus refutes them. They think only 
of this man and his physical blindness, but Jesus thinks both of this man and of all people who by 
contrast see and are spiritually blind, until they receive him as “the light of the world”. When he 
says of the man, “he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him,” he refers to 
those who have seen this miracle. By their belief in Jesus, God’s glory is revealed to them and to 
the world. People have true sight offered to them. 
 
Jesus heals the man because “it is day” and he gives “the light of the world”. However, “night is 
coming” when he will not be with them, and it will be too late. He “made mud with…saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes” and said, “Go and wash in the pool of Siloam”, and the man 
“received [his] sight”. That is the first miracle. 
 
The man still does not know who Jesus is, first referring to him as “a man called Jesus,” and then 
as “a prophet” who “opened my eyes”. He knows that God “does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will”, and that Jesus must be “from God [or] he could do nothing”. The man is 
driven “out” from the synagogue for refusing to recant his testimony to Jesus. When Jesus finds 
him he gives him spiritual sight. Jesus reveals to him that he is “the Son of Man....the one 
speaking to you is he” (Jesus used nearly identical words in revealing himself as “the Messiah” 
to the woman at the well, 4:26). The man responds, “Lord, I believe.” That is the second miracle, 
the gift of spiritual sight and faith. Jesus's mission is “that those who do not see may see”, 
receiving the light that Jesus gives them.  
 
God’s Action Applied: Jesus give us sight. 
 
Of the two miracles in this text, the second is least acknowledged yet is the more significant, 
because the first miracle―giving the man his physical sight―is for this life, and the second is 
for this life and the life to come. The first miracle is spontaneous, the man did not ask for it, but 
he does ask for second that leads him to believe. Together, these gifts of sight are given as “a 
sign” of who Jesus is (water into wine was “the first of his signs…reveal[ing] his glory”, 2:11). 
This is his sixth fully recorded miracle, demonstrating once again his authority over the world.  
 
We have received similar signs or evidence of who Jesus is, in the resurrection, that is, in 
encountering Christ in our own lives, and in the testimony of Scripture, the Spirit, and the church 
through the ages. Jesus still does miracles of physical healing, but even in his ministry in John, 
they were not the most common: John gives detailed records of only three: the official's son 
(4:46-54); the paralytic (5:1-18); and the man born blind (9:1-41). The most common and 
significant of what we may call his miracles, is the gift of new life and spiritual sight to 
believers. 
 
Nick Vujicic, now thirty-nine, was born without arms or legs. His father, an Australian pastor, 
and mother asked why God would let like this happen, but they chose to trust God. Nick 
experienced bullying and rejection at school, attempted suicide at age ten, but when he was 
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fifteen, he read John 9 about the man who was born blind and felt moved to give his life to 
Christ. “Due to the emotional struggles I had experienced with bullying, self-esteem and 
loneliness…God began to instill a passion of sharing my story and experiences to help others 
cope with whatever challenge they might have in their lives. Turning my struggles into 
something that would glorify God and bless others, I realized my purpose! The Lord was going 
to use me to encourage and inspire others to live to their fullest potential and not let anything get 
in the way of accomplishing their hopes and dreams…. He uses me just the way I am. And even 
more wonderful, He can use me in ways others can’t be used.”8 Nick is now married and has two 
sons. He speaks around the world, has published his memoir, Life Without Limits, and paints, 
swims, skydives, and surfs.  
 
6) March 27    JOHN 11:1-46. THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 
 
Human Actions:  Jesus arrives too late, Lazarus is dead. 
 
Mary and Martha are in Bethany “near” Jerusalem. They send a message to Jesus who is around 
sixteen miles (twenty-five kilometers) away across the Jordan River, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” The gospel writer, John, does something unusual. He says Mary is “the one who anointed 
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair” ―but John has not yet told that story 
(see 12:1-8). John links that story of Jesus being anointed for his ministry and death, and links it 
to this one about Lazarus, to show Jesus’s resurrection power over his own death and that of 
others.  
 
To go to Bethany, is to return to where he recently “escaped” from his opponents (10:39) who 
“were just now trying to stone” him (10:31). They "walk at night [and] stumble, because the light 
is not in them". They incorrectly think they have the power to kill him, but he is the light. Jesus 
implies also that some of his disciples also may be among “those who walk at night [and] 
stumble, because the light is not in them” because they do not fully “believe”.  
 
The sisters expect Jesus to come immediately to Bethany to prevent their brother from dying, but 
“though [he] loved” them, “he stayed two days longer in the place that he was.” Lazarus “has 
fallen asleep”, but Jesus clarifies the sleep is literal death, “Lazarus is dead.” Jesus needs to 
“awaken” him with “the light of this world”, even as his disciples need “to believe” (“not even 
his brothers believed in him” 7:5). Jesus says, “Let us go to him”, and Thomas echoes, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” The “him” here is ambiguous. Thomas may simply be 
courageous and determined to go and die with Jesus, as Jesus will likely be killed by returning to 
Jerusalem. However, John loves double meanings, and Thomas also seems to mean, let us 
die/sleep with Lazarus that we also may be awakened by Jesus to believe (as happens to Thomas 
in 20:28-29). 
 
Jesus delays for “two days” and arrives when “Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days”. 
The body has already begun to decompose. With so many mourners at their house, first Martha, 

 
8 Randy Alcorn, “How God Uses Suffering for His Glory,” Family Life, no date, viewed online on April 2, 2022 at 
<https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/marriage/marriage-challenges/hardship-and-suffering/how-god-uses-
suffering-for-his-glory/>. Adapted from If God Is Good by Randy Alcorn Copyright © 2009 by Randy Alcorn. 
Excerpted by permission of Multnomah Books, a division of Random House, Inc. 

https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/marriage/marriage-challenges/hardship-and-suffering/how-god-uses-suffering-for-his-glory/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/marriage/marriage-challenges/hardship-and-suffering/how-god-uses-suffering-for-his-glory/
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and then Mary, come outside of “the village” to greet Jesus. Both initially and separately say, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” They believe Jesus could have 
saved Lazarus, and Martha still believes “he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day”. 
She also believes that “even now…God will give you whatever you ask”. But she does not yet 
believe that Jesus has the power to bring the dead to life here and now. Jesus asks her what she 
“believe[s]” about him and she confesses he is the Messiah. She fetches Mary who is “weeping”, 
along with the neighbors who have accompanied her. Upon seeing them, Jesus also “began to 
weep”, and the crowd was divided. Some people thought, “See how he loved [Lazarus]” but 
others complained, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
 
At the tomb, Jesus’s instructs, “Take away the stone”, but Martha resists, “already there is a 
stench” ―her faith falters. Jesus reminds her to “believe” and “they took away the stone”. After 
Lazarus is raised, those present “[u]nbind him, and let him go”. Because of this, some of the 
people “believed in [Jesus]” but others did not and they instead complained to the religious 
authorities.  
 
Application: Jesus seems to arrive too late for many people. 
 
In 1999, Carolyn DeFord’s mother was just one of several thousand missing or murdered 
indigenous women in the United States and Canada each year. “Every season change has, you 
know, something that I can find some hope in. And this year I’m not feeling the gloom because 
my daughter’s getting ready to have her first baby. He’s gonna be here any day now. And I’m 
just hoping that having something beautiful coming into our lives, it’ll overwhelm the ugly, it’ll 
wash it out.”9  
 
It seems like Jesus arrives too late for many people. One thinks of all of those like Mary and 
Martha, who have prayed for someone to be made well who then died; or those who have 
worked for peace or justice and seen it slip away; or those who have lost their jobs, health, or 
hope.  The Bible reminds us:   
 

• “My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.” 
(Psalm 31:15.) 

 
• “Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; do not fret over those who prosper in 

their way, over those who carry out evil devices.” (Psalm 37:7.) 
 
 
God’s Action: Jesus gives life to the dead. 
 
Jesus brings the dead to life. When Jesus hears that Lazarus is ill, he knows immediately that 
“this illness does not lead to death” but “is for God’s glory”. How does he know? “I do nothing 
on my own, but I speak as the Father instructed me” (8:28). “[B]efore Abraham was, I am.” 

 
9 Carolyn DeFord, “'Our Bodies Are Just A Shell;' A Mother’s Wisdom On Life And Death", Story Corps, viewed 
online on February 10, 2021 at <https://storycorps.org/stories/our-bodies-are-just-a-shell-a-mothers-wisdom-on-life-
and-death/>. 

https://storycorps.org/stories/our-bodies-are-just-a-shell-a-mothers-wisdom-on-life-and-death/
https://storycorps.org/stories/our-bodies-are-just-a-shell-a-mothers-wisdom-on-life-and-death/
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(8:58). “[J]ust as the Father knows me, I know the Father” (10:15). Before the feeding of the 
5000, he “knew what he was going to do” (6:6), and he now similarly knows, “I am going there 
to awaken [Lazarus]”. He delays his return to the Jerusalem area for the purpose of “God’s glory, 
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it”. No one will be able to say that Lazarus was 
not dead when he raises him―his body would be already decomposing. After four days, the 
spirit of the person was believed to be totally departed. 
 
Jesus reveals to Martha that in himself, he “is the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 
He reveals to her what others have confessed before, that he is “the Messiah” (see 4:29) and the 
“Son of God” (3:16-18; 10:37), who Martha adds is “the one coming into the earth.” He earlier 
spoke of raising people at the end of time (e.g., “I will raise them up on the last day”, 6:40, 44, 
54), but not now. Mary and Martha do not yet know what kind of Messiah he is. 
 
Jesus “loves” Lazarus, and the people think he weeps for him. In fact, he does not weep for 
Lazarus who “will rise again”. Rather, he weeps for the reality of death and the people's lack of 
faith; for the suffering of Mary, Martha, and the others; for the necessity of his delay in coming 
to Bethany that God’s “glory” might be revealed; and he weeps for what this situation means for 
him―his “hour” of death is near (2:4, 7:5, 7:8).  
 
When he initially sees Mary and the others weeping, “he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved” ―he also knows that they will soon be weeping for him. When he “came to the 
tomb” of Lazarus with its “stone” covering the opening, he was “again greatly disturbed” ―both 
by the reality of Lazarus’s death and by the fact that Mary will soon be approaching Jesus’s own 
tomb with its own stone. And soon he will speak directly of his immanent death, “Now my soul 
is troubled. And what should I say―’Father, save me from this hour?’ No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour.” (12:27.) “I have the power to lay [my life] down, and I have the 
power to take it up again.” (10:18.) Jesus will now demonstrate his authority over the dead and 
over death itself.  
 
When the stone is removed from the entrance of Lazarus's tomb, Jesus gave thanks to God for 
“having heard” him, “as you always hear me”. He then "loud[ly]” commands, “Lazarus,  come 
out!” Jesus restores life to him, and he “came out” of the tomb, still with his 
“hands…feet…and...face” wrapped in “strips of cloth”. Earlier, the blind man had said, “Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.” 
(9:32.) That is doubly true now, never has it been heard that someone can give life to the dead. 
Jesus commands those present to do their part, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the 
people present "believed in him" (10:45). 
 
God’s Action Applied: Jesus gives life to the dead. 
 
A dear friend named Mary, spoke of the sudden death of her wonderful husband Stephen at age 
sixty-two. She confided that in that moment a sudden peace came over her, and she heard herself 
saying to God, “Oh, you’ve taken away Steve.” She did not expect that experience of peace, and 
she took it not only as a sign of God’s care for her, but also as an assurance that Stephen was in 
God’s loving care. As Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
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John Donne (1572-1631), the great English poet and eventual dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, once 
beautifully noted about our text that the cry of Martha and Mary changed. It went from, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died”, to “Lord because you were here, our 
brother is not dead.” 
 
That Jesus gives life to the dead applies to each of us. We have all been like “those who walk at 
night [and] stumble, because the light is not in them”. However, by faith in Jesus Christ, we have 
been “awakened” to life: “Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of the day.” Jesus is that light. He is the resurrection. He is life itself. 
  
Someone once defined joy as grace recognized. Here are three verses about God’s timing: 

• “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1.) 

• “[W]ith the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” 
(2 Peter 3:8-9.) 

• “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11.)  

 
 
7) April 3 JOHN 12:12-27 TWO VIEWS OF JESUS’S KINGSHIP 
 
Human Actions: The people expect an earthly king. 
 
Five days before Passover (12:1 was "six days before"; this account is “the next day”), a “great 
crowd” has come for “the festival”. They hear that Jesus “raised [Lazarus] from the dead” and is 
coming to the city. Some expect Jesus will be a messianic king, liberator, or warrior, who comes 
to rule and unify the Jewish people, a king like David or Solomon. They “went out to meet him” 
taking “branches of palm trees”, shouting words from Psalm 118:25-26 referring to the Messiah: 
“Hosanna! [= Save us!] …Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” People in the 
crowd who “had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb… continued to testify.” 
The religious leaders think he comes to upset their power (11:48). They fear his popularity and 
their own powerlessness, “You see, [we] can do nothing.” (Jesus said he can do nothing without 
the Father, 5:19 & 30, and "apart from me you can do nothing", 15:5.) Jesus does come as a king, 
but even his own “disciples did not understand” what kind of king he is until after “he was 
glorifed.”  
 
The people expect him to be a ruler of the earthly sort. In the crowd are some Greeks “who went 
up to the festival to worship”, in other words Gentile proselytes who follow Jewish festivals and 
worship practices. They approach Phillip, “Sir, we want to see Jesus,” implying they want to 
understand, converse with, and know Jesus for who he truly is. Both Philip and Andrew seem to 
attach special significance to this unusual request from Gentiles, for together they take it to 
Jesus. Instead of going to speak with the Greeks, he connects their request with his “hour” (2:4) 
and death, that he declares has now come: “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified”.  
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Jesus is a king who will die, “as a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies”. His followers 
must “hate their life in this world” and die: if they “love their life [they will] lose it”, and 
“Whoever serves me must follow me” to death. His kingship is not of this world alone. 
 
Application: To accept Jesus’s kingship we are to “hate [our] life in this world”. 
 
When we accept that Jesus’s kingship is unlike earthly ones, then as his followers, we accept that 
our own way of being in the world is not as under earthly rulers. We are not to covet glamour, 
popularity, recognition, power, wealth, self-interest, and so on. Rather, we must die and “hate 
[our] life in this world” if we want to “keep [our life] for eternal life”. What does that mean? Did 
Jesus not say, “God so loved the world….” (3:16)? 
 
Many people hate their lives, like some people who are bullied and live in fear of others, or who 
cannot forgive themselves, or who are addicted to alcohol, drugs, or gambling and cannot break 
free. Such hatred can lead to suicide and that is plainly not what Jesus advocates. Rather, he 
means something close to what he said earlier to Nicodemus about being born again, “no one can  
see the kingdom of God without being born from above” (3:3). Once we have experienced God’s 
kingdom, we want to follow Jesus and hate anything in this world that keeps us from him, like 
Satan (“the ruler of this world will be driven out”, 12:31). 
 
To be awakened to the kingdom of God is to be awakened to something extending beyond this 
world. Alia Joy writes about her own attempt at suicide: 
 
"I wanted nothing to do with faith. That changed the night I tried to take my own life." I was 
ready to take my own life and instead found myself laid out by God—physically knocked to the 
floor and flooded with a peace that to this day, I cannot fully describe. I felt the resuscitation of 
grace [in coming back to consciousness].... I thought perhaps it was my body’s response to all 
the stress hormones and my legs had just given out. But even with all of my justifications, I 
couldn’t deny that I felt something I had never felt before. I felt God.”10  
 
God’s Action: Jesus’s kingship comes in dying for everyone. 
 
Though the people seem to expect a warrior king, Jesus comes in peace. He comes riding "on a 
donkey's colt", and does not come on a warhorse, as a warrior king would do. He reveals 
something that they do not yet “understand”. He fulfills prophecy and signifies a kingship of 
humility and peace, as in Zechariah 9:9-10:  
 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
   triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 
10 Alia Joy, “God Saved Me From Suicide,” Christianity Today, April 2, 2019 , Viewed online on 02/15/2022 at 
<<https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2019/april-web-only/conversion-suicide-god-saved-me-from-death.html>>. 
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   and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 
   and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
   and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
The religious leaders seem unconsciously to acknowledge the last two lines when they admit 
they “can do nothing. The world has gone after him!” They think they justify their continuing 
plan to “arrest” (11:57) and “put…to death” Jesus (12:10). In fact, God turns their words about 
their impotence into unintended praise of Jesus and his kingdom. God is in control, not them. 
 
As evidence of the “world” turning to Jesus, “some Greeks” reach Jesus with the message that 
they “wish to see”. Jesus takes it as a sign from God. “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified.” Gentiles are now open to him when many of his own people are not. He had earlier 
indicated that he had “other sheep that do not belong to this fold” (10:16) and he would die “not 
for the nation only, but to gather into one the dispersed children of God” (11:52). 
 
His death will be his crowning glory. “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again.” (10:17). Jesus will die “so that everyone who believes in 
him shall not perish but may have eternal life.” (3:16) He will be as a grain that “falls into the 
earth and dies” and then comes to life and “bears much fruit”. His followers also will each die as 
“a single grain”, but under his rule they will also find new life and “bear much fruit”. By hating 
“their lives in this world”, he ensures they will “keep it for eternal life”. In “serv[ing]” and 
following him, he promises a heavenly home. “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I 
am, there will my servant be also”, together with “the Father”. 
 
(Scholars are unsure about the precise dating of John’s Holy Week, but by coming to Jerusalem 
five days before Passover, Jesus arrives on or near Nisan 10 of the Jewish calendar, the day of 
setting aside a lamb “for slaughter…at twilight” on Passover, Nissan 14, i.e., Good Friday. [See: 
Exodus 12:6.] Jesus may be already claiming his role as the Passover lamb.) 
 
God’s Action Applied: Jesus becomes king so that he may lead us and we may follow him. 
 
A distinctive feature of Jesus’s kingship, in contrast to many rulers, is that he leads, guides, goes 
ahead, accompanies us in whatever ministries might be ours: to the poor, sick, lonely, hungry, 
homeless, and oppressed. The Psalmist cries out, “Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach 
me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation.” 
(Psalm 25:4-5.) Various hymns have a similar theme, like, “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”, 
and “Jesus Lead Me All the Way”.  
 
Sadie May writes of her own experience in the 1960s as a troubled twenty-six-year-old woman 
who tried to commit suicide. She visited a church one Sunday morning and two verses from John 
grabbed her, “you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” (8:32.) “So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” (8:36.) A couple from the church invited her home for 
lunch and she ended up staying and going to church with them again that night. All day long she 
was in turmoil over the words, truth and free. She felt like she was in chains. Driving home on 
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the freeway, “Suddenly it was like I heard a voice behind me saying, ‘You have heard the truth. 
What are you going to do with it?’ … I said, ‘What? What?’ I pulled the car over to the side of 
the freeway. I heard it again. This time I started crying. Then I got really scared. ‘You have heard 
the truth. What are you going to do with it?” She says she turned the car around and went back to 
the couple’s house, woke them up and the woman kept asking her what was wrong. “I was 
sobbing and couldn’t talk. Finally, all I could say was ‘Is it true? Is it true?’ They asked, ‘Is what 
true?’ I asked, ‘What your pastor said this morning about freedom. Is it true?” they assured her 
that it was and read her John 1:12, “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God.” She said that was the beginning of her relationship with 
Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord. She became a missionary and for fifty years cared for 
children around the world. She titles her memoire, Jesus Led Me All the Way.11  
  
 
 

 
11 Sadie May Free, Jesus Led Me All the Way (Bloomington, IN: Westbow Press, 2020). Viewed in the “Salvation 
‘Freedom’” section of the kindle edition online on February 16, 2021. 


