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Be present. 

Let the day flow with grace. 

Expect joy.  Be positive. 

Serve with compassion. 

Speak only kindness. 

Impart only love. 

Never forget  you’re not alone. 

Give thanks for everything. 

See goodness  
                                      Mary David 



 

 

 
 

WHY AREN’T PEOPLE COMING BACK? 
 

A letter to pastors and churchgoers who wondered what happened  
to the prepandemic church they knew. 

                                                                        by Peter W. Marty, editor The Christian Century 
 
“Dear Friend, 
 
I am going to assume you’re a positive person who enjoys people, radiates goodness, and 
thrives on hope.  I’m also going to assume you’re familiar with discouragement. So, tell me if 
I have this much right:  sometime in the last year you looked out over the sanctuary and 
congregation you love, and you wondered, What happened to the people?  Why did so many 
kiss congregational life good-bye? 
 
If you’ve contacted any of these absent parishioners, you may have learned that they’re doing 
just fine.  Their weekends are active and full.  They either endured COVID or escaped it 
altogether.  They sound healthy and well.  The topic of church may have 
surfaced briefly when you spoke, but it didn’t seem to be very high on their 
priority list.  So what should you do? 
 
Well, keep the doors of your church and heart wide open.  Don’t write off 
anyone’s place in your community unless they insist on it.  Restarting a lapsed 
habit of any kind, remember, can be more difficult than creating and cultivating 
a brand-new one. 
 
I wouldn’t overanalyze why all sorts of people aren’t showing up.  Your church 
may be as good as any.  Let’s not forget the growing secularization of culture and rising 
religious indifference staring us all in the face.  Much of the public perceives faith as having 
limited social value.  “We now live in a time,” says Andrew Root, “where the very idea that 
God is real and present in our lives is no longer accepted.  Indeed, it’s widely contested.”  
Skepticism about the benefits of religious community has caused many people to quit looking 
to the church for personal meaning or identity. 
 
Because you are a person of faith who leans into Christian community, however, there are 
some things to keep in mind when you’re discouraged. 
 
First, remember that God has given the church a bigger and better hope than what the 
world lives by.  How you communicate this beautiful idea that we follow a light brighter than 
the flicker of our own little bulb is up to you. 
 
Second, don’t forget to love your Christian community as you find it, not merely as you wish 
it were.  That’s Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s idea, not mine.  He also reminds us that there’s no way 
to know Christ apart from Christian community.  Christus als Gemeinde existierend -- Christ 
exists as community.  Anybody can talk up their love for Jesus.  But the church is the one 
place where we actually meet the living and present Christ. 



 

 

 
Third, remind yourself that your church needs to welcome and accept people for who they 
are--if it is to be any kind of magnet in your community--and then love them into who they 
get to become in Christ. 
 
Fourth, keep looking for way to grow and share the bubbling energy that ought to be evident 
in your church when people come together around a shared purpose.  Émile Durkheim 
coined the term collective effervescence to describe what happens when communal gatherings 
foster a deep religious experience. 
 
Finally, delight in every sign of your congregation’s faithfulness.  Fixating on who’s not in 
the pews is a worthless and suffocating exercise.  There is no convincing anybody of their need 
for Christian community.  They have to want it.  And their best chance for discovering that 
desire may come from observing the joy that’s in you. 
 
Your companion on the journey, 
Peter” 
 

Re-printed with permission from The Christian Century 



 

 

LET’S ALL WELCOME OUR NEW SETTLED PASTOR. . . 
 

REVEREND MELINDA “MINDY” S. QUELLHORST! 

Rev. Mindy Quellhorst and the Dover UCC Search & Call Committee 
 
From left to right:  Lauren Falcone, Tom Beach, Noreen Thompson, Jeff 
Davis (Mindy’s husband), Rev. Mindy Quellhorst, Kia Frank, Adam 
Jakubiak      Absent:  Ann Lew, Terry Chadwick 

 

Reverend Melinda (“Mindy”) Quellhorst has always been a part of the United Church of Christ with 
extensive participation in the conference, local churches, and community throughout her adult life. 
After working as an elementary school teacher for a few years, Mindy accepted the call to ministry 
and received her Master of Divinity from Eden Theological Seminary. She has since served 
congregations in Illinois and Missouri as a Student pastor and teacher, and in Wisconsin and Ohio as 
a senior pastor and teacher, helping all to become progressive leaders in their respective communities. 
She has worked extensively with our UCC Heartland Conference as moderator, General Synod 
delegate, Chairperson of the Committee on Ministry, and in various other leadership roles in the 
conference and association. She is infectiously passionate about so many things such as ecumenical 
dialogue, music, outdoor ministries, and mentoring. Immersed in the local communities in which 
she’s served, Mindy is a public witness to the UCC commitment to extravagant welcome and social 
justice.  
 
Outside of ministry, Mindy loves to read, enjoys a good cup of tea, going to musicals, plays, and 
museums, spending time in nature, cheering for her favorite sports teams, and spending time with her 
spouse, kids, and grandkids. 



 

 



 

 

A word from our Minister of Justice. . . 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart 

You are invited to join me on a Lenten journey through the Gospel of Mark guided by the 
book, Meeting God in (the Gospel of Mark), Reflections for the Season of Lent, by Rowan 
Williams. There will be two, separate journeys. One journey will begin during Coffee Hour on 
the Sunday before Lent and continue during Coffee Hour for each Sunday during Lent, ending 
on Palm Sunday. For those who are unable to join this journey, an alternate journey, via Zoom, 
will begin on Ash Wednesday at 7:00 pm, and continue on Wednesday evenings at the same 

time throughout Lent. Pilgrims on this journey are 
asked to read the Gospel of Mark, and start to read 
the reflections of Williams, before we start our 
conversations.  
 
Mark’s Gospel was probably written during the 
Jerusalem “troubles,” which ended around 70 CE 
with the destruction of the temple by the Roman 
emperor, Titus. Williams reflects on Jesus’ ministry in 
those times, his parables, the secret he wished to 
keep, and his passion, inviting us to journey with the 
Gospel of Mark through our own troubled times.  
 
 
Williams’ book, all 86 pages, is pithy and 
challenging. He writes that Mark tries to draw his 
readers, and us, into a real, compelling relationship 
with the first century Jesus, and to travel with him in 
our own troubling times. Mark is about personal 
relationships, social justice and our stewardship of 
God’s creation. The book will stimulate our 
conversations with a number of questions for 
reflection and group discussion, and a Lenten reading 
guide for each of the days during Lent.  
 

You are invited to join this journey by calling enrolling with Jane Coil, who has some books 

available in the office. You will wish to make notes about your journey in the margins of 
“Meeting God in Mark” so you will be asked, if you are able, to contribute $15 for this 
compelling book. There will be a surprising ending. 



 

 

Reflections and Lessons from Memphis 
 By Dr. Steve Becton, Chief Officer of Equity and Inclusion 
 
As a native Memphian and a 20 year member of the Facing History community, I have been 
reflecting on lessons we should take from the recent events in my community, and what 
imperative it provides both for our work and our society.  
 
By now, I am sure you are aware of the horrific killing of Tyre Nichols, a 29-year-old 
Memphis father and a beloved member of the community.  As a result, five Memphis police 
officers have been charged with the aggravated kidnapping and second-degree murder of Tyre, 
known as a skateboarder who loved photography. Many of you have seen the videos, and even 
those who chose not to watch are aware of the horror and extent of the unjustified violence 
perpetrated upon the defenseless body of Tyre Nichols. 
 
In Facing History and Ourselves classrooms educators ask students: 1) To create brave spaces 
where critical self reflection and difficult dialogue can happen; 2) to bring rigorous historical 
context because we know that any honest confrontation with police brutality must consider its 
long and troubling history; 3) to ask critical questions, grounded in moral reasoning and a 
quest for equity, justice, and change; 4) to imagine a better way forward, because to lose hope 
is paramount to giving into bigotry and hatred; and 5) to consider their own responsibility, 
agency, and actions for creating a more just and humane society. 
 
 If we are to confront and eventually end the senseless murders at the hands of police, this type 
of  nuanced conversation and courageous confrontation with history and ourselves is critical 
for students and adults alike.  What would it mean if once and for all we faced the paradox on 
which U.S. society was founded: a declaration of freedom from all forms of tyranny and a 
declaration that an entire people are not just unfit to enjoy such freedoms, but also relegated to 
perpetual and permanent enslavement solely on the basis of skin color. When Thomas 
Jefferson (in Notes on the State of Virginia) said “I advance it therefore as a suspicion only, 
that the blacks, whether originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and circumstances, 
are inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind,” he was articulating the 
foundations of a narrative of white supremacy. This narrative would not only shape Colonial 
America but all of our most cherished institutions from their foundations, including law 
enforcement. 
 
The question before our entire nation is: Will we face the hard truth that modern day policing 
is rooted in slave patrols and militias designed to protect white people’s lives and livelihoods 
from rebellion among enslaved Black people? There remains a widespread belief that Black 
people are first deemed suspicious, dangerous, feared, and criminal merely by identity. How do 
we safely both police and protect a people shaped by such a pessimistic and dangerous 
narrative? As a nation we must face that. 
 
People rightfully protest and demand justice and policy reform.  But what about police 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/policing-legacy-racial-injustice?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=243861142&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8QlWWj1I3GBL3VaLW-62l5lGV3U9AaqxSIlRZrpNd-_tWn5nKsXyewNF0lCI9I6jRJtwZ8v-lgK6c7P3mbXFa6ZZaexw
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/policing-legacy-racial-injustice?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=243861142&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8QlWWj1I3GBL3VaLW-62l5lGV3U9AaqxSIlRZrpNd-_tWn5nKsXyewNF0lCI9I6jRJtwZ8v-lgK6c7P3mbXFa6ZZaexw


 

 

culture?  Their unspoken rules?  An organization’s culture is shaped by its values, its 
behaviors, and what is allowed or not allowed by its members. There are countless police 
officers of all races who daily serve and protect without committing or even contemplating 
brutality.  Unfortunately, they alone do not shape or reflect the culture of the organization.  It’s 
a culture whose unspoken rules say that it's “us against them” and the “them” is too often and 
for too long the Black community in general and young Black men in particular.  This might 
shed some light on why several Black officers can assault a young Black man.  The culture of 
othering and brutality transcends officers’ skin color –– it’s historical and institutional.  As we 
demand changes in policies, let’s not neglect the cultural change needed in a system rooted in 
the policing of Black people by brutal slave patrollers. We must ask ourselves if the culture of 
policing has evolved much beyond its origins. 
 
Now that I’ve shared some historical context and raised some critical questions, I invite you to 
imagine a better way forward and to choose to participate. But what should you do? Do the 
work where you have influence.  As our nation begins to recognize Black History Month, we 
must commit ourselves to rejecting the narrative of Black inferiority and white supremacy year 
round.   Raise your critical consciousness and combat and confront anti-blackness everywhere 
it shows up, even in your own mind.   
 
Here at Facing History and Ourselves we partner with educators to inspire the next generation 
to work towards a more perfect union and to end all forms of bigotry and hatred.  We can’t do 
it alone. We are wrapped in a common cloth of destiny. Let’s approach this as one big Facing 
History and Ourselves learning community. There is no better place than a learning community 
for practicing civility and recognizing the dignity of every human being. 
 



 

 

SACRED ALLY QUILT MINISTRY 

During the long pandemic summer of 2020, nine United Church of Christ 
churches in the state of New Hampshire collaborated to make 10 quilts that 
together memorialize the last words of George Floyd.  
 

Prayers in thread, these quilts are a distillation of four hundred years of 
oppression. They express the devastating pain of America’s racial wounds. In 
churches, schools, and colleges, these quilts have proven to be an effective 
tool for provoking transformative conversations about race in the United 
States. 
 
 
Through a series of quilts that display the last words of George Floyd, they offer 
a visible symbol, a graphic reminder, of the need for racial justice.  “Immortalizing these tragic 
words, centers this expression of allyship on the words of a Black man,” said the Rev. Mark 
Koyama, pastor of the United Church of Jaffrey, which initiated the Sacred Ally Quilt Project. 
“The white man who killed Mr. Floyd did not listen to these words, but we do. We listen 
attentively. In response, we create. In response, we remember. In response, we are 
changed.”  

 
You can view the quilts at the following locations: 
 
Pilgrim UCC, 130 Broad Blvd., Cuyahoga Falls, OH  
Feb 2:  5-8 PM      Feb 3: 5-8 PM     Feb 4:  2-4 PM & 4-7 PM    Feb 6:  5-8 PM 
 
Community Life Collaborative, 16349 Chillicothe Rd., Chagrin Falls, OH 
Feb 8:  11-4PM & 6-7 PM; Feb 9: 3-7 PM; Feb 10: 12-3 PM; Feb 13: 6-7 PM 
 
Mt. Zion Congregational UCC, 10723 Magnolia Dr., Cleveland, OH 
Feb 17: 7 PM; Feb 18: 10AM-4PM; Feb 19: 9-11AM & 12-4PM; Feb 21: 12-3PM 
Feb 22: 4-9PM; Feb 25: 10AM-4PM; Feb 26: 9-11AM & 12-4PM 



 

 

On Sunday, January 29th, our own Michael DiLauro, a six-time Emmy award-
winning producer, screened his documentary Prisoners Among Us:  Italian 

American Identity & World War II for over 75 people in Thomas Hall.  The most 
common response at the end of the 90-minute documentary was “I had no idea this 

happened.”  
 

While many of us are painfully aware of social injustice in our society, particularly 
based on race, the documentary made clear the mistreatment 

of immigrants, and even those born in the US, who face 
prejudice, hate and misunderstanding based on their 

ethnicity--their nationality, heritage, religion, language. . 
.even their dress and customs. 

 
If you missed the screening, you can still view the 

documentary.  A DVD is available in the Dover library, or 
you can access the video at:   https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=3aa1aKXq-fM,  
or by searching at youtube.com -  

Michael DiLauro Prisoners Among Us. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
God Is Still Speaking!   Many of you may remember this phrase from a UCC marketing 

campaign in 2005.  It is based on a quote from Gracie Allen, “Never put a period where God 
has placed a comma.”  Many of us started wearing comma jewelry during this time. The 
comma represents our belief that we are continually listening for the new word that God may 
have for us as a church. 
 

The essence of “God Is Still Speaking” is evident at Dover.  After a full year of work, 
our Search Committee announced that they had found a candidate to call to be our next settled 
minister.  Her name, kept confidential for the next few weeks, may now be announced.  The 
Rev. Mindy Quellhorst comes to us with a wealth of pastoral experience and authentic 
spirituality.  Through Q and A sessions, an informal afternoon reception, and an inspiring 
worship time together, we were introduced to our candidate.  I was not surprised that the vote 
by those present was unanimous to extend the call to Mindy.  Her enthusiasm for ministry with 
us is contagious.  God is Still Speaking!  
 

We know about Mindy’s qualifications and some of the dreams she has for our church.  
We have heard her message of God’s blessing to those who are poor, who mourn, who hunger 
for justice, who are merciful, who experience persecution for being faithful…  We heard of her 
passion to embrace our mission statement to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our 
God.  Mindy is ready to lead us. How will we respond?  I pray that we will have the courage to 
follow in the ways that God has for us through her leadership.  God is Still Speaking! 
 

The essence of “God Is Still Speaking” was also evident in our congregation all through 
last year. At our Annual meeting on February 19, we will receive reports, elect new officers 
and council members, accept the treasurer’s report for 2022 and vote on a proposed budget for 
2023.  As we meet together, we will remember the past year with thanksgiving.  We will also 
direct our eyes and open our ears to the future. All members and friends of the church are 
invited to celebrate and dream.  Members will have some important decisions to make for the 
future of our congregation.  Our task is to listen:  God is Still Speaking!  
 

The new Council will meet soon after the Annual Meeting.  Our first agenda item is to  
discuss goals for 2023 and beyond that are being submitted by committees.  Some of these will 
be implemented immediately; others will be presented to Mindy for her input and direction as 
our Spiritual leader.  Listening to our Still-Speaking God,  let us prayerfully figure out how 
Dover UCC can “Be the Church” in this time of challenge and promise.     

 
In Christ, 
Sharrie 

  

MODERATOR’S 

MESSAGE 



 

 

                                        
 
 
 
The Council of Dover UCC did not meet in December.  Financials 
for YEAR END 2022 are shown below. 
 
 
 

 
Year-to-Date revenue:       $337,642 
Year-to-Date expenses:          $321,007 (92% of 2022 budget) 
Endowment Fund Total Market Value     $915,608 
Total Cash available:                                $122,962  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION OF 
DOVER CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 
Immediately following 10:00 AM worship service 

 
The congregation will be voting on officers for the year, a slate of candidates for 
council membership as well as approving the 2023 budget and treasurer’s report.  
The Annual Report containing committee reports and the budget will be emailed to 
you during the week prior to the meeting; those individuals who do not use email 
will receive a hard copy in US mail.  Please let the church office know if you do 
not receive by February 16th.   



 

 

AED BASICS 

 

 
 
What is an AED? 
AED stands for Automated External Defibrillator. It is a safe and easy to use device that 
delivers an electric shock to the heart as treatment for a victim in Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
(SCA).  AEDs are mobile and often found on the walls of public venues, much like a fire 
extinguisher. Ours is located across from Jane’s office just outside the chapel. 

Why Do We Use AEDs? 
During cardiac arrest the heart stops suddenly. In ninety percent of the cases, the heart goes 
into a fatal rhythm knows as ventricular fibrillation. The only treatment to correct this rhythm 
is to defibrillate by applying an electric shock to the heart.  AEDs provide the public with 
access to defibrillators and can be used on a victim of any age by people with no medical 
training.  

AED Facts and Statistics 
AEDs are easy to use 
AEDs can be used on adults, children and infants 
AED usage within the first three minutes of cardiac arrest can increase survival rates 

over 80% 
383,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests annually in the U.S. 
4 out of 5 cardiac arrests (88%) occur at home, so it’s likely that if you know CPR 

and have access to an AED you may save the life of a loved one. 
Less than 8% of people who suffer cardiac arrest outside of a hospital will survive 
Ventricular fibrillation (VF) is present in almost 90% of adult cardiac arrest; the 

only way to stop VF is with a defibrillator 
The sooner an AED is used the more likely it will work. (A victim loses 7-10% chance 

at survival for every minute after cardiac arrest that an AED is not used) 
 
How To Use an AED: 
Place the AED by the victim and turn it on. Follow the AED prompts. (Our model requires 
you to push a button to turn it on, while others turn on automatically when you lift the 
lid) 
 
Second, apply the AED pads. Expose the chest and wipe it dry of any 
moisture. Apply the pads to the chest according to the pads. (There is a 
picture on the package of where to place them) 

Place one pad on the right side of the chest, just below the 
collarbone 

Place the other pad on the lower left side of the chest 
Connect the pads to the AED if they’re not already connected 



 

 

If there are two trained rescuers, one performs CPR while the other prepares the AED for use. 
The rescuer in charge of the AED will apply the pads around the hands of the person giving 
chest compressions. Do not stop CPR while the AED is being readied for use. The AED will 
prompt you to stop CPR when it is ready to analyze the heart rhythm. 

Third, clear the victim and shock. It is critical that no one touches the victim or his 
clothing while the AED analyzes or delivers a shock. When prompted by the AED to deliver 
a shock: The AED user quickly looks up and down the entire victim to ensure no one is 
touching him and loudly states, “Everybody clear.” The rescuer can now push the shock 
button. 

AED Use on Children 
 
For the purpose of AED use, a child is age 1-8, or weighs less than 55 lbs. An infant is less 
than 1 year old. Children and infants require a lower level of energy to defibrillate the heart. 

Child victim: Use an AED with pediatric pads or equipment. If these are not available, use an 
AED with adult pads and settings. (We have pediatric pads with our AED, but they need to be 
attached to the device) 
Infant victim: It’s best to use a manual defibrillator. If one is not available, use an AED with 
pediatric pads or equipment. If these are not available, use an AED with adult pads and 
settings. 
 
For heart month, if you would like to learn “hands only CPR” and practice using an 
AED, please join us after the service on Sunday, March 5th in Thomas Hall to practice.  

 
Information taken from emssafetyservices.com 

 
Blessings and Prayers, Julie Kiefer RN 
 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

It won’t be long now. . .and we will be on our way to Biloxi for our 2023 Back Bay Mission 
trip!  Fundraising continues, now all we need is. . .YOU!  Join us at Coffee Hour on 
February 26th for a presentation by the Mission Trip Committee.  If you would like more 
information about our mission trip, contact Martha Vivona. 
 
Back Bay’s Mission: 
 
“Back Bay Mission has a simple mission: to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice, and 
transform lives.  We strengthen neighborhoods through ministries like our education and 
empowerment programs and our housing rehabilitation program. These vital ministries help 
the people were serve be a part of, and build, their communities on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. As volunteers take what they learn at Back Bay Mission home with them, they have the 
opportunity to strengthen their own neighborhoods.  We seek justice by helping the people 
we serve become more involved in their communities, educating people about the realities of 
poverty, and advocating on behalf of marginalized people in our community.  All of our 
programs transform lives. Whether we’re helping a homeowner keep their home, mentoring 
a single mother as she plans her path out of poverty, or working with an intern who is thinking 
about a career in social work, we’re making the lives of the people we serve better.” 

Our next Street Ministry outing will be on Sunday, February 19.  We need 

men’s jeans, sweatshirts and jackets; sandwiches, chips, water and cookies.  If you have 
men’s clothing, please leave them downstairs in the first room off 
fellowship hall.  If you are supplying any of the food items, please 
email me to tell me what you are bringing.  Also, if you are able to 
go to help that day, please email me. 
 
Thanks so much for your continued support, 
 
Bette and Mike 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We're back!!  After almost 3 years, Micah's Cafe is reopening so stop 
by before church and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea or our world's best 
hot chocolate for a real treat!! 
 
If you'd like to be involved and learn about the exciting life of a barista, 
please contact Martha Vivona at Martygras2@gmail.com or 440-465-
5347.  All proceeds go to mission work. 
 
 

 

 
 
Join us at Coffee Hour on February 5th after the 10:00 AM 
worship service -- the Scouts will be serving a pancake breakfast 
to show their appreciation for the many years of support they 
have received from Dover UCC.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY!!!!  On Sunday, February 12th in 
Thomas Hall we'll be serving a variety of all your favorite 
soups and probably a couple new ones!!!  You can either eat 
there or take it home to enjoy later. 
 
If you can donate a crock pot of soup, please let Martha know 
at Martygras2@gmail.com or 440-465-5347.  All proceeds go 
toward the Back Bay Mission trip.   
 
We will be raffling on Cleveland Cavaliers’ tickets donated by 
Jan Jones--money raised will go to the mission trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 19th is the Dover UCC Annual Meeting.  The Calling & 
Caring Committee will host Coffee Hour after the meeting. 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ. . .TELL ME  
WHAT’S A-HAPPENIN! (this month!) 

mailto:Martygras2@gmail.com
mailto:Martygras2@gmail.com


 

 

We have two services every Sunday morning, one at 8:15 AM in our chapel, which is a more informal service, 
and the second at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary, where you will hear a variety of music styles from contemporary 
praise to traditional hymns.  Our pastor’s message is sure to inspire.   
 
Our 10:00 AM service is also live-streamed--our website has a link to the service.  Go to doverucc.org and 
click on the “Watch Now” button.  Recorded services will be available on our web page, doverucc.org, under 
the ‘Sermons” tab on Monday mornings. 
 
Our Minister of Justice, the Rev. Dr. John Rinehart, shares his thoughts on justice, diversity and equality every 
Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM live on Facebook, or you may watch the recording at a later date. 

 

Join Us For Worship 
“Just as your body needs sleep, your soul needs time to rest in God.” 

     Christian  Education 
 

“Teach a youth about the way he should go; even when he is old he 
will not depart from it.” 

                                                                                                                       ~Proverbs 22:6 

Here we are, already in the second month of 2023--time goes by so quickly.  So much going on, as 
we ready ourselves to welcome a new settled pastor, the Rev. Mindy Quellhorst, and yet so much 
stays the same.  Our children’s Christian education continues as we strive to help our children and 
youth build their relationships with God and grow their faith. 
 
Our class schedule for the month is as follows: 
 
Sunday, February 5             Communion Sunday and Community Service 
 We will be partnering with Westlake Christian Church for Sunday 

school, with a lesson about forgiveness and love, communion and 
then working together to serve others. 

 
Sunday, February 12 The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
 A mustard seed. . .so tiny. . .and yet Jesus compares it to the 

Kingdom of God.  How can that be?!   
 
Sunday, February 19 The Parable of the Pearl 
 How much are you willing to give up to have “the best?” 
 
Sunday, February 26 The Parable of the Fishing Net 
                                                       Who is welcome in the Kingdom of God?  And. . .who decides?! 
 
Parents/siblings are invited to join us at any time--perhaps you might want to help one 
Sunday with a craft, or activity.  Or you might have a craft you can suggest--we 
appreciate your suggestions!  If you have any questions about our program, please 
email Jane Coil at jcoil@doverucc.org; or call the church office--440-871-1050. 
 
God’s blessings and grace, 
Bette English, Christian Education Committee, Chair 
Jane Coil, Christian Education Director 



 

 

LEADING US IN WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 
 

 
Until Pastor Mindy joins us the beginning of May as our settled pastor, we are 

blessed to have the following people lead us in our worship services: 
 
 

Feb 5th The Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer:     Rev. Dorhauer is the General Minister and President of the 
United Church of Christ.  John earned his BA in Philosophy from Cardinal Glennon College, a 
M.Div. from Eden Seminary, and a D.Min. in White Privilege and Its Effect on the Church from 
United Seminary. After serving as a local church pastor for 16 years, John went into middle judicatory 
work for the UCC, where he served for 12 years in both the Missouri Mid-South Conference and then 
the Southwest Conference before being elected General Minister and President.  With a passion for 
the work of justice extended through the power of love, John is the recipient of Eden Seminary’s 
“Shalom Award,” voted on by the student body and given to one whose life has exemplified 
commitments to peace and justice.  He is a noted speaker on the subject of “Race in America” and has 
done extensive traveling in support of that work.  John and his wife, Mimi, have been married 38 
years and have three adult children and two grandchildren.  He loves music, baseball, long bike rides, 
good literature and poetry, and time with his family. 
 
Feb 12th The Rev. Jim Cunningham:  Many of you know Jim from years past as a  Chaplain and a 
member of our congregation for several years.  Jim is a retired UCC pastor with his background 
primarily in healthcare services; he served as director of pastoral care at Fairview Hospital from 1989 
to 1999.  Jim taught in four medical residency programs, a school of nursing, and in a masters in 
genetic counseling program at Case Western Reserve University.  Jim is considered a specialist in 
perinatology and neonatology.  He also created and staffed the Medical Ethics Committee serving two 
Cleveland hospitals.  Jim earned his B.A. in psychology from Heidelburg University, and his M.Div. 
from Lancaster Theological Seminary in Lancaster, PA. 
 
Feb 19th   The Rev. David Long-Higgins:  Rev. Dave Long-Higgins is the Heartland Conference 
General Minister.  Dave has served in a wide variety of capacities throughout the UCC.  He is a 
graduate of Heidelberg University with a BA in psychology and music (violin performance), and 
earned his M.Div. at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in New Brighton, Minnesota.  
He is also a graduate of the Wellstreams Spiritual Direction Program of the Spirituality Network of 
Columbus (Ohio).  Prior to beginning his role with the conference, Dave was a parish pastor for over 
30 years.  Dave and his wife Beth, who is also an ordained UCC clergyperson, have two adult 
children.  When not on the ministry trail, Dave enjoys movies, playing violin and guitar, bicycling, 
travel, writing poetry/prayers, and photography. 
 
Feb 26th   Dr. George Bufkin:  Dr. Bufkin is Owner and President of 3 businesses in Northern Ohio, 
Alchem Corporation is an electroplating chemical manufacturing company, located in Medina Ohio, 
Mansfield Paint Company is a specialty paint manufacturing business also located in Medina, and 
Davro, Inc. is an aerospace business located in Cleveland Ohio.   Prior to owning his own businesses 
his career lead him from teaching at University Southern Mississippi to being Senior  Vice President 
for Scientific Affairs  for Dap, Inc. in Tipp City, Ohio and then on to The Sherwin Williams Company 
as Vice President of Research and Development in the coatings division in Cleveland, Ohio.  Dr. 
Bufkin received his BS in Chemistry (1968) as well as his PhD in Organic Chemistry (1972), from 
The University of Southern Mississippi.  Outside of business his interests are spending time with his 
family, fishing, reading and walking with his dog, Chester.  He and his wife, Lucy, are both members 
of Dover and have  6 adult children, 15 grandchildren and live in Westlake Ohio.  



 

          “I read a book one day and my whole life 
was changed.” 

                                                             ~Orhan Pamuk           

West with Giraffes 
by Lynda Rutledge 

Monday, February 27, 6:45 PM 
via Zoom 

 
“Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his 
life ebbing away.  But when he learns giraffes 
are going extinct, he finds himself recalling the 
unforgettable experience he cannot take to his 
grave.  It’s 1938.  The Great Depression 
lingers.  Hitler is threatening Europe, and world
-weary Americans long for wonder.  They find 
it in two giraffes who miraculously survive a 
hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. . .West 
with Giraffes explores what it 
means to be changed by the grace of 
animals, the kindness of strangers, 
the passing of time, and a story told 
before it’s too late.” 
 

 

The Guncle 
by Steven Rowley 

Monday, February 6,  1:30 PM 
Parlor 

 
“Patrick O’Hara has always loved his niece, 
Maisie, and nephew, Grant — from a safe 
distance. His Palm Springs home and reclusive 
lifestyle aren’t exactly welcoming to children. 
But when tragedy strikes, Patrick finds himself 
suddenly taking on the role of primary 
guardian. Barely holding on after the loss of his 
own great love and managing a stalled career, 
he regrets his decision to take them in, until he 
starts to recognize that his outsize 
lifestyle and unusual life wisdom 
could bring about a season of 
healing that redefines their 
understanding of family, and finally 
lead Patrick back to himself.” 

Monday Afternoon Book Group Evening Book Group 

“CHECK OUT” THESE NEW BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY 

February is “Black History Month” -- check out the books in the Dover library 
celebrating Black history. 

 
Current books by Black authors also featured in our library: 
 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
The #1 New York Times bestseller follows “sixteen-year-old Starr Carter as she 
moves between two worlds:  the poor black neighborhood where she lives and 
the fancy suburban prep school she attends.  The uneasy balance between these 
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best 
friend, Khalil, at the hands of a police officer.  Khalil was unarmed.” 

  
 
 
The Truths We Hold:  An American Journey by Kamala Harris 
This #1 New York Times bestseller from Vice President Kamala Harris “comes a 
book about the core truths that unite us, and the long struggle to discern what 
those truths are and how best to act upon them, in her own life and across the life 
of our country.” 
 



 

 

                                     For Your Information 

 
The generosity of our congregation has continued 
throughout this time of uncertainty, unsure of 
when we will be able to gather again.   Please 
continue to remember to mail in your pledge to 
the church office.  If you are sending a check to 
be directed to another ministry, please indicate 
on the “Memo” section of the check,  
e.g. Denison food pantry, Calling & Caring, 
etc. 
 

 
 
Our new website is here!   DOVERUCC.ORG   With a new, easier link for 
making online donations--one-time, recurring or to special funds, you can 
make online donations--a one-time donation or recurring donations; you can 
designate how you want your donation directed--General Fund (pledge 
donations), special fund (Calling & Caring, Music, etc.).  You can even make 

a notation in the “Note” field if you are leaving a memorial--who the donation is in memory of.  OR -- you 
can install our new app from the link below onto your mobile device, and have the same capability.  Call 
the church office if you would like Jane Coil to send it to you. 
 

                                                https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc 

Hospital/Home Visits 
 
Please notify the church office at 440-871-1050 if you are admitted to the hospital 
so a phone call from  our parish nurse Julie or a member of the Calling & Caring 
committee can be arranged.  In many cases, we are not allowed person to person 
visits at this time. 
 
When you are recovering, Julie and members of the Calling & Caring committee 
 are available to give you a call, just call the church office to let them know you 
desire a call. 
 
We are not notified by hospitals of admissions.  

Please notify the church office if you have a change of address, telephone 
number(s) or a new email address. 
 
A church directory is emailed quarterly to congregation members, and we 
would like to have the correct information for you! 

https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc


 

 

 
Please call the office, or email doverucc@doverucc.org with any 
suggestions you have for information to be shared in the Dover Voices 
monthly.  If there is anything you would like added, please let the 
church office know! 
 
If you have an article(s) you would like published, submit by the deadline 
published in each monthly edition; please keep your articles to 150 words 
or less and include information about your group’s activities and events.  
Pictures are welcome and encouraged! 
 
The deadline for submissions for the March edition is:  

                                           

                                          Wednesday, February 15th. 
 

 

 

Have a concern or question for Church 
Council?   

 
Meet your Church Council Members. 

 
Moderator - Sharon Nichols 

Vice Moderator -  
Clerk - Sharron Wilkins 

Treasurer - Pam Compton 
 

Members at Large: 
Don Armour, Ken Delfing, Joe Healey,  

Adam Jakubiak, Ruth Kroll, Maria Velez,  
Georgann Yonkers 

  
 

Ex-oficio Members: 
John Rinehart 

Martha Vivona, Jane Coil 

                                          More Information 



 

 

 

Rev. Scott Patterson ...................... Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart .............. Minister of Justice 

Craig Reynolds ............................... Music Director 

Jan Jones ................................................... Organist 

Vicki Thompson ........................................ Organist 

Gail Schuenemann .................. Financial Secretary 

Julie Kiefer, R. N.  ............................. Parish Nurse 

Serving the Church 

Sharon Nichols ......................... Council Moderator 

 .........................................Council Vice Moderator 

Sharron Wilkins ............................... Council Clerk 

Pam Compton ............................ Council Treasurer 

Martha Vivona ..................................... Lay Leader 

Jane Coil .......... CE Director/Office Administrator 

Katie Alexander, Laura Behanic and 

Georgann Yonkers ........................ Youth Advisors 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Open and Affirming Statement 
 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.  We affirm 
that God’s grace is available to all.  We welcome people of all ages, genders, races, views, abilities, 
sexual orientations, expressions and identities, ethnic, educational and economic backgrounds into the 
full life and ministry of our church.  We declare this in the name of God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 
welcomed all people into God’s circle of grace. 

Come to me, all you who area weary and burdened 

 
~ Prayer Requests---Please pray for God to be with these individuals, and for them to feel God’s presence in 

the midst of their concerns: 
 

 
Marge Albrecht, Art Beel, Marie Black, John Brickley, Colleen Chittick, Mark Chomoa (Rae-Rita Chomoa’s 
son), Barb & Bob Cochrane, Aida Colon, John Compton, David Edsall, Karl Fife, Tom Fox, Rob & Jennifer 
Gaskins (friends of Bonnie & Parker Reynolds), Mary Lou Gerdel, Paul Horning, Walter & Angie Kalix, 
Kathy King, Dave & Bobbi Knoepp, Lois McCreight, Jim & Kaye Mesaros, Cathy Montgomery, Sharrie 
Nichols, David Spencer (Leita Spencer’s son), Donna Terepka, Robin Thomas, Sunny Thompson, Michael 
(David Wakelee’s mother’s husband), Sharon Weaver, Theresa Zupancic (Georgann Yonkers’ sister).   

Matthew 11:28 

2239 Dover Center Road 
Westlake, OH  44145 

440-871-1050 
doverucc.org 


