
 
 
 
 

 
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:21 

January 19, 2023 
 

Dear Beloved Congregations of our Synod, 

So, how’s your heart? Jesus Christ taught that there is a direct connection between our money and our hearts. 
It turns out we can influence what we care about by how we spend and give. Giving makes our hearts more 
inclined to generosity, and we’ll come to “treasure” the people and the causes that we give to. But you 
already knew that! Generosity is nothing new to you and your congregation members.  

Through the generosity of people in our Synod, we have been able launch and extend our efforts to 
strengthen communities of faith and their leaders. Dozens of pastors and deacons have received assistance 
with educational debt, thousands of people in dozens of communities have seen their efforts to serve God 
fortified through Go For it Grants! and Rural Revival. And now, we are equipping leaders through F.A.C.E.S.    
of Leadership and The Jeremiah 29 Project, both of which have now launched and have started offering 
programming.  

This fall, with our Give to the Max Day campaign, our efforts focused on supporting initiatives that impact 
primarily COMMUNITIES of faith: Go For it Grants! and Rural Revival. For Giving Hearts Day on Thursday, 
February 9, we will focus our efforts on initiatives that support primarily INDIVIDUAL faith leaders, such as 
Seminary Debt Reduction Grants, The Jeremiah 29 Project, and F.A.C.E.S. of Leadership, and through leaders, 
their congregations, and the communities they live in and serve alongside. 

There is a one-page flyer in this mailing that describes the key strategic initiatives that are bringing renewed 
vision, energy and resources to leaders and communities across our synod. Through these efforts, we are 
growing to living into the synod’s mission statement of being a people who have been freed by the Gospel so 
that we can be wholly devoted to Jesus and our neighbor in love. Whole and generous hearts are shaped by 
the faithful generosity and faith practice of wholly devoted Christ-followers. 

We encourage you and your congregation to participate in Giving Hearts, especially on Sunday, February 5. 
Included in this mailing are a bulletin insert and poster, which you are encouraged to use. If you need them in 
a different format, please email krisdernier@cord.edu.  There will be other resources, including campaign 
videos, that you can share during announcements or on your social media.  Please consider a special offering 
that day, whether it is a “noisy offering,” an offering during fellowship time, or simply lifting up the 
opportunity to give.  Thank you in advance for your partnership.   

Your contributions to the Northwestern Minnesota Synod on Giving Hearts Day will be generously matched by 
yet another $25,000 gift from the Offutt Family Foundation. We are grateful to the Offutt family for their 
continuing support. 
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Giving Hearts Day is Thursday, February 9.  Thanks in advance for your generous gifts to the Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod on that day. Checks made out to the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, with Giving Hearts 
2023 written in the memo line, may be sent to: 

Northwestern Minnesota Synod 
Concordia College 
Moorhead, MN  56562

You can also donate online, where scheduled giving has already begun: 
https://app.givingheartsday.org/#/charity/1514

 
In Christ our Brother, 

                                                                                                 
Pastor Bill Tesch     
Bishop of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA 
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