
 

 

 

 

“Jesus the Anointed One is always the same: yesterday, today, and forever.” 

Hebrews 13:8 (from “The Voice” translation of the Holy Bible) 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!  

I am pleased to invite you and your congregations’ leaders to a synod-wide day of equipping and fellowship 

entitled, "The Great Synod Get-Together." This will be our second annual offering of this event. Not unlike the 

other “Great Minnesota Get-Together,” this gathering will feature a variety of engaging opportunities 

including inspiring worship, meaningful speakers, and workshops on the five areas of our FACES of Leadership 

initiative. Additionally, all annual conference assemblies will be held at this event, as well. 

We encourage all pastors, deacons, SAMs, Synod Assembly voting members, and other church leaders in our 

synod to participate in the “Get-Together” which will be held at First Lutheran Church, 900 Bemidji Ave N, in 

Bemidji on Saturday, March 18. The theme will be "Telling the Old, Old Story for a Strange New Time." 

Together we will explore how to effectively communicate the timeless message of the gospel in a rapidly 

changing world. Our keynote speaker, Dr. Andy Root, will share his insight on how to reach a new generation 

with the message of the gospel in this era of transformational change amidst declining church attendance 

throughout churches in North America.  

We believe it is crucial for us as a synod to come together in fellowship and dialogue so that together we can 

discern the best ways to reach out to our communities. We hope you will join us and bring as many from your 

congregation as you can.  

 

 
Rev. Bill Tesch 
Bishop of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA 
 
Intended Audience 
Rostered ministers, SAMs, council/parish presidents and other council members, those who are elected to 
attend Synod Assembly as Voting Members, and others who would enjoy a day of learning and worshipping 
together. 
 
Workshop Opportunities – FACES of Leadership 
Please select your workshop ahead of time to help with the planning of spaces. 
 

Faith Practices   Brother Jeff Brown 
Adaptive Leadership  Pastor Sue Koesterman 
Coachability  Rachel Roggenbuck 

Emotional Intelligence  Pastor Tiffany Jeske Sundeen 

Storytelling  Pastor René L. Mehlberg 
 

To learn more about each “core area” and the “Champions,” go to: 

nwmnsynod.org/faces-of-leadership 
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The Bookends of the Day [for your planning] 

8:00 am - 9:00 am Registration and Fellowship 

9:00 am  Morning Prayer  

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Closing Worship  

 

In-person keynote speaker, Andrew Root, Ph.D., is the Carrie Olson Baalson 

Professor of Youth and Family Ministry at Luther Seminary. He is most recently 

the author of the four-volume Ministry in a Secular Age series (Churches and the 

Crisis of Decline, The Congregation in a Secular Age, The Pastor in a Secular Age, 

and Faith Formation in a Secular Age), and The End of Youth Ministry?  He has 

also authored Christopraxis: A Practical Theology of the Cross (Fortress, 2014) 

and Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker (Baker, 2014).  Root puts together theology and 

storytelling to explore how ministry leads us into encounter with divine action.  

His book, The Relational Pastor (IVP, 2013) as well as a four-book series with 

Zondervan called A Theological Journey Through Youth Ministry (titles include 

Taking Theology to Youth Ministry, Taking the Cross to Youth Ministry, Unpacking 

Scripture in Youth Ministry, and Unlocking Mission and Eschatology in Youth 

Ministry) break new ground in this direction. 

Childcare 

Limited childcare will be provided for $10 per child. We have 10 spots available on the registration page. 

Please select “child” and use the contact information for the primary caregiver who will be at the event.  

Childcare will be available starting at 8:30 am and concluding at the end of the closing worship (though your 

child may come to worship if you wish).  Childcare will not be available during lunch; your family will be 

welcome to eat in the dining room with all the participants. We have hired two post-high school students to 

tend to the children in First Lutheran’s preschool room, where there will be some special activities available. 
 

How to Register 

Please register at https://nwmnsynod.regfox.com/2023-great-synod-get-together or you can find the 

registration on the event page on our synod website: https://www.nwmnsynod.org/events. 
 
 

Registration is open now, and the deadline to register is March 3. You must register in advance. 
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