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Of Popes, Patriarchs, Putin, and Purgatory 

I know this isn’t a very Lutheran thing to say, but sometimes I miss purgatory. 

Purgatory would be a perfect place to put people who try to play God … like Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill.  But 

first, a bit of history. 

In medieval times, purgatory was a kind of playground for Popes to punish those who got crosswise with the papal 

agenda.  The Catholic Church used purgatory to control commonplace peasants with threats of thousands of years of 

suffering.  Purgatory’s intimidation was also the preferred method of papal fundraising.  And it worked!  In a 

shameless scheme called indulgences, people could buy forgiveness and buy time out of purgatory. 

Of course, Martin Luther called purgatory out as a Pharisaic fraud.  In his 95 theses, Luther essentially declared that 

the Pope has no jurisdiction over purgatory … and, if he does, he should empty out the place free of charge! 

Martin Luther’s insistence on God’s grace should have put an end to the purgatory game … and any church leader 

who professes to be in charge of heaven, hell, and purgatory … but a pontificating Patriarch Kirill is reviving ancient 

schemes of church depravity.  Kirill claims he has the powers of God to forgive sin and grant life in heaven.  He’s using 

the Church to promote an evil war and to sanctify Putin’s brutal terror.  As the Russian army desperately needs new 

recruits, Kirill promises that Russian soldiers who die in battle will “wash away all the sins that they have committed”, 

for in dying as a patriot to destroy Ukraine and its people, “you will be with God in glory and eternal life.”  

Sound familiar?  Adolf Hitler used to Church to sanctify his heinous Holocaust.  As incongruous as it might sound, the 

Church has been complicit in some of the world’s greatest evil:  the Crusades, the Trail of Tears, the justification of 

slavery, the “civilization” of Native American children in Church “schools” …  all used the Church and church leaders 

to justify unspeakable atrocity.  And to think that such blatant misuse of the Gospel and abuse of the Church is 

happening right under our very noses.  It’s called Christian nationalism.  

 Any time the Church blends faith with worldly power or compromises its belief for personal gain, it sacrifices the 

Gospel and loses its soul.  As Church leaders crave the glory of political power, they cave to very forces that go 

against God.  Forms of Christian nationalism let Nazism share its pulpit, let Putin control its voice, and submitted to 

the economic powers of slavery.  That threat is very real today as the Church’s message gets co-opted by movements 

that are anti-gay, anti-immigrant, and anti-justice.  

And it happens all to easily.  The Church becomes an easy target for those who need cover for their explicit evil … 

because the Church can easily fall into the trap of trying to play in Pontius Pilate’s palace … or Pope Leo’s Purgatory … 

or Vladimir Putin’s power-mongering … when our only turf for being God’s Church is to play on God’s turf, the turf of 

grace and forgiveness, where God’s Kingdom is the only true kingdom and God’s grace and sacrificial love becomes 

the only true power worth serving.  “My kingdom is not of the worldly kingdoms,”  Jesus told Pilate … and he died to 

prove it. 

Patriarch Kirill is playing in Putin’s purgatory … when the only rightful place of the Church is 

God’s turf of grace.  Of course, if I could play God, I would make purgatory the perfect place to 

send people who play God.  But then, I guess, by definition, I’d have to wind up there myself … 

for trying to play God!   Which puts me in the same place with every other sinner—in 

desperate need of God’s grace.  It puts me in the same place with Putin, Pope Leo X, Patriarch 

Kirill, and the rest of the guys who played with purgatory.  It puts me at the foot of the cross, 

where some guy named Jesus emptied out the place free of charge. 

 



  

Soup-er Sunday Annual 

Congregation Meeting 

We’ll upstage the Super Bowl, Sunday, February 12 at 

11:20am with our Annual Congregation Meeting and 

planning for an exciting new year in 2023.  
 

Soup-er Sunday 
February 12 is Super Bowl Sunday.  For most folks, that means football; for Our 

Savior that means a special offering for World Hunger.  We’ll roll out an 

enormous soup bowl to remember those for whom life is more than a game… 

those for whom a bowl of soup might mean making it through another day.  Plan 

prayerfully to turn February 12 into a “Soup-er Sunday.” (It might be a good 

Sunday to bring canned goods for our food box and also bring your change for 

our noisy offering.) 

We’ve Got Your Number 
… and we’re waiting for you to come pick it up!  

New numbered offering envelopes for 2023 will 

be ready just in time for your generous 

stewardship in the New Year, 2023.   

2022 Contribution Statements… 

 Are available for 

pick-up in the 

centrum.    

The Jubilation of Mardi Gras celebration on 

February  11 quickly gives way to the most 

somber day of the church year on  

February 22nd — 
 

A s h  W e d n e s d a y  
 

It is the only time which black is the 

liturgical color. 

It is a confrontation with our sin and 

mortality. 

It is a confirmation of new life in 

Christ. 
 

SHARE WITH US THE IMPOSITION OF 

ASHES AND HOLY COMMUNION  

ON FEBRUARY 22ND, 7:00AM & 7:00PM. 
 

 

(There is no meal on Ash Wednesday) 

“Marty” Gras Celebration 
 

 

 

February 19th  at 11:30pm 

This year’s “Marty” Gras will have a 

distinctive Lutheran flair with a special 

appearance from good ole’ Marty 

Luther!  Join us for a champagne brunch 

with the best pancakes, sausage, bacon, 

and sparkling grape juice served up for 

you and the whole family.  Who will be 

the next Mardi Gras King and Queen?  

Who will win the limbo? Who will wear 

the most beads in the parade? 

Come find out!! 

Make Mardi Gras Magical 
Sign up in the centrum to help 

decorate, cook, or clean up for this 

year’s Mardi Gras bash, February 19th, 

11:30am.  If you’re a shopper, there’s 

 even a slot to get Mardi Gras groceries.  Anybody 

want to help search for crawdads this year?  Call the 

office at 972-226-0510   



 

February 
 

 

  

Birthday 
2 Valente Chavez 

3 Yiyaine Floyd 

4 Eugene Oehler 

5 Michael Anthony 

7 Craig Gerold 

 Susan Starr 

8 Robert Holmes 

 Mike Williams 

10 Caroline Finamore 

 Timothy Murphy 

13 Stephen Moore 

14 Judy Hocker 

15 Nancy Wilson 

17 David Brashear 

 Coen Enright 

 Alexander Nivens 

 

Baptisms 
8 Jaeden Freeman 

 Cody Hardi 

15 Jackie Howk 

22 Rachel Shafer 

23 Jarret Combs 

24 Stacy White 

25 Jaylen Freeman 

27 Greg Barabas 

28 Dorothy Hutchinson 

29 Ashlee Morton 

20 Jacki Howk 

Gordon Johnston 

John Lippincott 

22 Jerry Combs 

24 Jordan Starr 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
4 John & Lois Schelter  39 

10 Randy & Pam Peterson 10 

35 Eric & Angelita Fretheim 37 

14 Herb & Rita Salmons  36 

 

The Giving Tree becomes The Gratitude Tree 
 

Thank you to all who graciously donated gifts of socks, mittens, underwear, pajamas, and toys to the 

kids of Bucker Children’s Home.  This holiday season, the people of Our Savior really came through 

and Debbie of Mother’s Day Out was able to deliver Christmas cargo like never before.  Thank you!    

Candid Covid Conversations 

Both our congregation and council are trying to determine our best 

worship patterns in a new era of covid management.  Should we return to 

worship as it was before covid or should we maintain covid protocols?  

Our church council decided to put out a survey for congregation members 

to give their opinions.  As you might expect, we are pretty much evenly 

divided on just about everything.   So the council has done what the Dallas 

Cowboys do so well: punt.  We’re going to extend our discussion and ask 

opinions during our congregation meeting on February 12th.  Maybe with 

some in-person dialog and even more information about covid, we can 

make a decision that will best serve our worship and our greater 

community.    

Lights, Camera, Action! 
We’re looking for the next Steven Spielberg to 

help assist Eric Nivens and Lindsey Bennett in 

streaming our worship services on Sundays and 

Wednesdays in Lent.   We’ll provide all the details 

you need to know if you provide some interest in 

 helping out.  (Eric has faithfully provided his time and talents for almost 

3 years.)  But, better hurry, if you want to be nominated for this year’s 

Oscars ceremony.  

If Trees Could Talk… 
… they would have 

stories to tell.  Our 

Midweek Lenten 

services will not 

start until March 1st 

 but we’ll listen to the trees of the Bible 

sharing the stories of faith in ancient 

times.  Those stories just might help us 

talk more freely and confidently about 

God’s work in our world today.  The 

suppers at 6 and the services at 7 will 

lead us to the most amazing tree of all:  

the tree of crucifixion that still talks 

about God’s sacrificial love and mercy. 

Details will follow in the next 

newsletter. (Don’t forget Ash 

Wednesday services at 7am and 7pm on 

February 22nd.)  



 

 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
        

Each Sunday 

10:00am Service 

5:30pm Service 

30 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

31 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

 

1 

10:30am  Granny 

Group 

2 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

3 4 

Scouts Event 

       
5 

 

6 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

7 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

 

8 

10:30am  Granny 

Group 

9 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

10 11 

 

       
12 

“Soup-er” Bowl 

Sunday Offering 

11:30am Annual 

Congregation 

Meeting 

13 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

14 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

 

15 

10:30am  Granny 

Group 

 

 

 

16 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

17 18 

 

       
19 

Transfiguration 

Sunday 

12:30pm  

Mardi Gras 

Brunch Bash  

 

 

20 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

21 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

 

22 

7:00am Ash 

Wednesday Service 

10:30am  Granny 

Group 

7:00pm Ash 

Wednesday Service 

 

23 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

24 25 

 

       
26 

First Sunday in Lent 

27 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

28 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

 

1 

10:30am  Granny 

Group 

 

 

2 

9:30am 

Mother’s Dy 

Out 

7:00pm Boy 

Scouts 

3 

6:00pm-7:00am 

(Saturday) 

 Boy Scouts  

Lock-In 

4 

  

 
                   

February 2023 

M i n i s t e r ’ s  W e e k   


