
  

 

Dr. Thorne Study Questions 

 

 

1.      Several times the author interjected his own opinion into the narrative while 
identifying himself – such as the opening paragraph of chapter 2: “As Dr. Thorne is our 
hero – or I should rather say my hero ….”  How did this help or hinder the storyline for 
you?   

  
2.      Louis doesn’t appear until Chapter 24; is his character believable?  Why do you think 
he was included in the story? 

  
3.      Louis needed reforming; Oriel, the confirmed bachelor (Ch. 32), needed civilizing; and 
Frank needed money.  The solution for these Victorian men was marriage.  How did this 
differ from a woman’s need to marry? 

  
4.      Decidedly, Trollope is not a “plot person” but rather prefers to develop his 
characters.  He dislikes suspense and therefore gives the reader an omniscient view, 
while the characters try to work through their journey.  Whose struggles seem most 
challenging? 

  
5.      Was there suspense reading the story and knowing what Dr. Thorne knew?  Was the 
ending anti-climactic?  How would you identify the author’s humor?  Consider, for one, 
character names. 

  
6.      The author is often compared to Dickens with one exception: Trollope addresses and 
appears sympathetic to the social and economic plight of women.  Even with a wide 
male readership, he was never described as writing about “women’s issues” whereas, 
Jane Austen and other female writers of this era were.  Why do you think that is? 

  
7.      There are two strong women in the story: Mary Thorne and Martha 
Dunstable.  Identify their strengths. 

  
8.      Discuss the interdependence within the community as the members interact 
economically, politically, socially, emotionally.  How important are the class roles to this 
community? 

  
9.      How is class and money “confused” in the novel?  Neither idol seems strictly adhered 
to in its purest form.  What is the double standard and why?  Does it still occur in society 
today? 

  
10.  For those of you who have seen Julian Fellows’ mini-series Dr. Thorne, how did his 
ending differ from Trollope’s?  Is it done in the spirit of Trollope’s story? 


