
The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 4:12-23 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
the people who sat in darkness 
   have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
   light has dawned.’ 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ 

As he (Jesus) walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for 
they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you 
fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he 
went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Reflection 

The beloved song ‘In the Garden’ paints an image of a beautiful day spent 

with Jesus wandering the garden, enjoying nature, and listening to God. 

We cherish the idea of such intimate moments that nurture our souls. In 

these images, we feel blessed and loved by the One who walks with us. 

As he (Jesus) walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 

who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for 

they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you 

fish for people.’ 



When we imagine a walk by the lakeside, we may think of our feet warmed 

by sand as we listen to the peaceful sounds of water and birds. For some, 

a walk along a beach can have that same peaceful, nurturing, feeling as is 

invoked by the images of the song ‘In the Garden’. While it is fair to imagine 

that Jesus and the disciples did have these kinds of intimate, meaningful 

moments, today’s story points beyond that experience and reminds us that 

following Jesus is a gift AND a task. 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ What does it mean to fish 

for people? The truth is: we know the names Andrew, Simon, James, and 

John, because they were disciples of Jesus. They had roles to play in the 

stories around his life, death, and resurrection. They had roles to play in the 

stories that would shape and form the early Christian Church. Simon, 

whose name was changed to Peter, became the rock on which the church 

was built! These individuals followed Jesus, listened to Jesus, learned from 

Jesus, and then sought to embody that journey in their own lives through 

the ways they shared their God-given gifts. 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Andrew, Simon, James, 

John, and all the other individuals associated with Jesus, including women 

like Mary Magdalene, created a context in which other people could learn 

about, and be inspired by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The 

ways that they embodied what they had learned, the ways they lived out 

the relationships they had developed with Jesus, with God, and with each 

other, helped to reveal God’s ongoing presence and invitation to the world. 

By embracing the gifts they had received in walking with Jesus and sharing 

these, living these in their lives, they were able to fish for people! 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ The invitation falls to us 

today in gardens, by lakesides, and wherever else God may meet us. God 

is happy to have those special intimate moments that help to nourish us. 

These remain gifts to us. God is also perpetually challenging us to take 

what we have experienced, what we know through our relationship with 

God and embody that in ways that proclaim the Good News to the world. 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Following Jesus is both a 

gift and a task. Our Baptismal Covenant and the Marks of Mission help to 

focus our energy in ways that can be meaningful. Through these resources 

we can explore what it means to respect the dignity of every human being, 



respond to human need with loving service, and safeguard the integrity of 

God’s Creation. These tools help us make decisions about how we embody 

the story of our relationship to God, each other and our world. 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ What does it look like for us 

to ‘fish for people’? How are we, individually and collectively proclaiming 

the Good News of God’s loving presence in our world today? What 

examples come to mind for you in this moment? Let’s talk…(record 

examples on sticky notes and place on the wall under sign ‘Proclaim the 

Good News’) Good start. We are going to leave the post-its on the 

baptismal font. Feel free to add others as you feel inspired. 

‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Following Jesus is a gift 

and a task. May we continually seek ways to embody the wonder and 

grace of God in our lives. This we pray as we sing: (Voices United) 563 

Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore. 

 


