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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

INVOCATION  

We come here as many, varied in backgrounds and perspectives, 

each with a journey and wisdom to share. 

Whenever we gather, help us to value the diversity that is ours in the body 

of Christ. 

We join the world’s creatures, the earth, sky, and sea, we join with all people in lands far 

and near. 

All these are neighbors, without them we’re less; each one God-created, 

each one Spirit-blessed.   

We gather this Sunday in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 

Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

In this Epiphany season, rejoicing in the star and magi, let us go before God and confess 

how our words and actions contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light.   

God of Love and Light... 
 

We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.   
 

We shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep 

our own sins hidden in the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient,   

opinionated and judgmental. We inflame others by lashing out in anger.  
 

We go through our days enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt.  

We let our witness become a smoldering ember until it dies out completely. 
 

Forgive us Lord, and teach us to walk as children of light, sharing your 

love, forgiveness and healing with all people everywhere. We ask this in 

the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all 

sin.   

 Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:                    “Built On A Rock”                          ELW #652 

GREETING:                                                                                                                               

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

KYRIE:  pg 203 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts ! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Let us pray.  Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom 

to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, 

and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 

may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 

THE FIRST READING   Micah 6:1-8  

A reading from Micah. 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit 

against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not 

want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the 

people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.  

 
1Hear what the Lord says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Pastor Jon Becker for leading our worship today! 

Thank you to our organist, Kittrick Singerhouse 

Thank you to our volunteers today: 

Reader:   Jeannine Peterson  

Ushers:   Kevin Hintzman 

        Curt Hagberg  

 

Announcements: 

Please pick up an Annual report in the Narthex 

Giving statements were mailed out. 

  Our Newsletter is ready to be picked up. 

 

Kate will be out of the office from Jan. 25 to March 1.   

      Mary Hendrickson will be assisting in the church office during that time.   

   If you need assistance, please contact  

 Mary in the church office  

 Jodi Bird, Council President (715-308-3849) 

 Any of your Council Representatives    

 

 
 

 

 

 

TODAY IS OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE.. 

 

Please plan on staying…..  

 

We need 50 people to have a quorum  



 
 

                                                                                                                                  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord is with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we        

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into                      

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

  Visitors and guests, all who believe in the Lord Jesus are invited to come                  

forward and join this family in receiving this gift of life. 

 

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We thank you, O God… 

that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and         

salvation.  Be the light for our path, that we may live peace, do justice,   

love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 …Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG :     “I’m so Glad Jesus Lifted Me!”                             ELW # 860 

 

DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Live and share the Good News. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the Lord require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God?  

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

THE PSALM FOR THE DAY:     PSALM 15 
Please read responsively                                                                                                  

           Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1) 
1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

  2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

   who speak the truth | from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

  4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear 

 the Lord. 

      They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the                       

innocent. 

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
ADULT CHOIR:      “O Lord Most Holy”                                        Arr. Hal Hopson 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord 

                             

 Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are                                                 

blessed in the reign of God.  
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1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him.  

2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.”  

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     “Hark The Glad Song!”                     ELW # 239 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in the 

true man, Jesus, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by 

the Holy Spirit.  We trust God. 

We are called to be God’s church: to celebrate God’s presence, to love and 

serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and     

risen, as our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are not alone.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  
 

A brief silence.  
 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in 

the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice.  

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills 

echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our 

ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made.  

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

 

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, 

love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-

seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers. 

Merciful God,     receive our prayer. 

 

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, 

low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. 

Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need especially .  

Merciful God,  receive our prayer 

 

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us 

how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weak-

nesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together.  

Merciful God,  receive our prayer.   

 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place especially Faye Swenson, 

Barb Weghorn, Kate Donicht, Tillie Hotchkiss, Sharon Becker, and Peter Hybben.                 

Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you 

abide with your people always.  

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 

in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING     

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Our gracious and giving God... 

...we give back to you today, perhaps not as we 

ought, but as we are able.  Use our gifts in this 

church and through this church to continue your 

work and to share the life-changing gift of Jesus.  

Amen! 

 
 
 
 


