Unit 4, Session 3
God Parted the Red Sea (Exodus 13-15)

»

R, b

Dear families,

God’s people were finally free. After 430 years of slavery in Egypt, the Israelites—now
numbering 600,000 men plus their families—were on their way out with Moses as their leader.
God had promised to give them a new land: “a land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3:17).

What did sudden freedom feel like? Did the Israelites feel strong and courageous? Did they feel
nervous and vulnerable? Regardless of their thoughts and emotions, one thing was certain: God
was with them.

We see in the story of Exodus 13—15 that God directed His people, fought for His people, and
ultimately delivered His people.

First, God directed His people. We see this clearly in God’s choice of the route for the Israelites.
God knew if the Israelites took the road into the land of the Philistines, they would face war and
decide to go back to Egypt. So God led them toward the Red Sea. He knew Pharaoh would
pursue them.

Would Pharaoh stop God'’s plans? No. On the contrary, the threat of Pharaoh and his army
would bring God glory and cause the Egyptians to know that the God of the Israelites is the
Lord.



The Egyptians pursued the Israelites, and God fought for His people. Imagine the Israelites’ fear
in seeing their oppressors approaching. They were terrified! First, they cried out to God for help.
Then they turned to Moses with accusations. Had Moses brought them there to die? Moses was
confident: “Don’t be afraid. ... The LORD will fight for you” (Ex. 14:13-14).

And He did. God parted the waves of the Red Sea for the Israelites to walk through. When the
Egyptians followed, God threw them into confusion and let the waters crash back over them.

God delivered His people. The Israelites saw God’s power and did what Pharaoh and the
Egyptians refused to do: They feared the Lord. Exodus 15 records their song to God, reflecting
on His power and faithful love for His people.

In an even greater display of His power and faithful love, God provided His Son, Jesus. Jesus is
greater than Moses.

Through faith in Jesus, God delivers us from sin and death.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities. https://ministrygrid.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/BSCC/KMMM

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

e 2 & 3 year olds: God set His people free from the Egyptians. God sets us free from sin
through His Son, Jesus.

e 4 year olds & Kindergarten: Moses led God’s people out of Egypt, and God made the
way to freedom across the Red Sea. Moses was a great leader, but the Bible says Jesus
is greater. God gives us freedom from sin through His Son, Jesus.

e Grade 1-6: Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, and God provided a way for them to
escape through the Red Sea. The Bible says that Jesus is greater than Moses.
(Hebrews 3:3) People who trust in Jesus escape the penalty of sin and have eternal life.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

2 & 3 year olds: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God always keeps His promises.

e 4 year olds & Kindergarten: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God always keeps His
promises.

e Grade 1-6: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God always keeps His promises
because He is faithful.



KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.
And it’s also our memory verse. See if your kids are able to say this verse to you this week!

God is not a man, that he
might lie, or a son of man,
that he might change his mind.
Does he speak and not act,
or promise and not fulfill?
Numbers 23:19

** Next week: God Provided Manna (Exodus 16-17)



