'Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany




'Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany







Confession and Absolution

P: In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



P: Let us confess our sin 1n the presence of
God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.



P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to
sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved



you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your

ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ
was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also to you.
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



P: Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in
giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure
in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace,
that in our words and deeds the world may see

the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen.

Please be seated



FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah the 6" chapter.

" Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
> Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the
LORD, and you enduring foundations of the
earth; for the LORD has a controversy with
his people, and he will contend with Israel.



7¢O my people, what have I done to you?

In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
*For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of
slavery; and I sent before you Moses,

Aaron, and Miriam.



> O my people, remember now what King Balak
of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
saving acts of the LORD.”

°“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself betore God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

with calves a year old?



Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of

rams, with ten thousands of rivers of o1l?
Shall I give my firstborn for my

transgression, the fruit of my body for the
sin of my soul?”

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 15

'LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your | holy hill?

‘'Those who lead a blameless life and do
what is right,
who speak the truth | from their
heart;



:they do not slander with the tongue, they do no
evil | to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.

In their sight the wicked are rejected, but

they honor those who ! fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health
and do not take | back their word.



' They do not give their money in hope of gain,

nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be !
overthrown.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from 1 Corinthians the 15t chapter.

' The message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. '” For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning
[ will thwart.”



*Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where 1s the debater of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
“I'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. ** For
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,



>3 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, ** but
to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. *° For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness
1s stronger than human strength.



¢ Consider your own call, brothers and

sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. */ But God chose what is
foolish 1n the world to shame the wise; God
chose what 1s weak 1n the world to shame the
strong; °° God chose what is low and despised
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to



nothing things that are, °” so that no one might
boast in the presence of God. °" He is the source
of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, *'in order that, as

1t 1s written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 4.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now when Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. ' He left
Nazareth and made his home 1n Capernaum by
the sea, 1n the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,



'“s0 that what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
>“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—
'©the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat 1n the region and
shadow of death light has dawned.”



" From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come

near.”

'9 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon, who 1s called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—
for they were fishermen.



” And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people.” °’ Immediately they
left their nets and followed him. ' As he went
from there, he saw two other brothers, James
son of Zebedee and his brother John, 1n the boat
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets,
and he called them. °° Immediately they left the
boat and their father, and followed him.



3 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every disease
and every sickness among the people.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.






Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe In one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand

of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.



We believe in one

holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray
for the church, the world, and all 1n need.

A brief silence.

You may kneel, sit, or stand for the prayers



P/A: Cultivate humility 1in your church. In
gatherings of every size, teach us to boast
only 1n the cross. Shape your church to be
people of kindness, generosity, and justice.
Mercitul God,

C: receive our prayer.



P/A: The foundations of the earth bear witness
to your faithfulness; the mountains and
hills echo with your holiness. When we
mistreat your creation, show us the error
of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe
to honor all you have made. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.



P/A: You make foolish the wisdom of the
world. Raise up honorable leaders who
seek justice, love mercy, and pursue
peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt,
wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the
work of peacemakers. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.



P/A: Bless all whom the world rejects.
Accompany those who are regarded as
foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal
your power and presence at work where 1t
1s least expected. Give your life, strength,
and wisdom to all in need (especially).

Mercitul God,

C: receive our prayer.



P/A: As with your people Israel, remind this
congregation of your saving acts. Remind
us how your faithfulness brought us
through difficulties and sustained us

despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross
as the center of our life together. Merciful

God,
C: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



P/A: Praise to you for your blessed saints in
every time and place (especially). Trusting
you accompanied them in poverty,
persecution, and 1n every trial, we trust you

abide with your people always. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.



P:  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O
God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed 1n Christ crucified.

C: Amen.



PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace
be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.



OFFERING

An oftering is gathered
for the mission of the
church, including the
care of those in need.

Offerings may be placed
in the plates at the rear
of the sanctuary.




You can easily give to St. Peter’s through our
website; please go to www.stpeterspawleys.or

and click “Give “ or you
can use your phone’s

camera to scan the code to II:F

the right which will take
you right there!



http://www.stpeterspawleys.org/
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P/A: Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, 1n feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
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P:

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1n all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.



And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



Congregation sings
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P: Holy One, the beginning and the end,
the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you 1n the darkness and 1n the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you 1n the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.



In the night 1n which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke 1t, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave 1t for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant 1n my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth 1n his death and
resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.



Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh 1n us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.



All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God 1incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.



P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach
us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



P: Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive

you, but only say the word and 1
shall be healed.



Congregation — Please Be Seated
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God of all creation, we belong to God.
We consecrate ourselves to God by offering our whole
selves as living sacrifices.
Our ears to hear your word.
Our mouths to sing your praise.
Our eyes to see the need of our neighbors.
Our hands to share the abundance that you have
entrusted to our care.
Our feet to go into the world sharing your love.



After all have returned to their places, stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ strengthen and keep you 1n his
grace.

C: Amen.



Stand as you are able

Thanktul Hearts and Voices Raise
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Stand as you are able

P/A: Let us pray.
Gracious God, 1n this meal you have
drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at
your table with food and drink, the body
and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to
be your people 1n the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



P: The Lord bless you and keep you,
and empower you to bless
and keep those around you.

The Lord's face shine on you

with grace and mercy,
as you share that grace

and mercy with all that you meet.



The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you = peace,

and let that peace shine

through you for all the world to see.

C: Amen.
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We Are Marching 1n the Light of God
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Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984

Music: SiyaHaMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.



Grow 1n Grace
Serve 1n Love!

C: Thanks be to God.




Sending Music

PN
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