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Introduction 
 
Joshua 7:19‒21 

 
 

The Dangers of Coveting 

  

 It chokes out the life-changing influence of the Word of God 
 
  “but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and 
  choke the word, making it unfruitful.”  Mark 4:19 
 
 
 

 It leads to spiritual peril - it puts you in danger 
 
  “9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
  that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 
  people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”   
                1 Timothy 6:9‒10 
 
 

 It leads to conflict between people 
 
  “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within 
  you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you  
  quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not  
  receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” 
                James 4:1‒3 

Exodus 20:17(NIV) 
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  



 It stifles and  suffocates the love of God in us 
 
  “15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in  
  them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes 
  not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will  
  of God lives forever.”  1 John 2:15‒17  
 
 
 
 
 

The Antidote 
 
 
“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what 
it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every  
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  Philippians 4:11‒12 
 
 
 
“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of 
it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.”  1 Timothy 6:6‒8 
  
 
  

1. I will be content with who I am and that will allow me to develop who God made me 
to the fullest extent.  

 
 
 
2. I will be content with what I do and that will allow me to enjoy what I do to the  
      fullest. 
 
 
 “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”  Colossians 3:23 

 
 
 
3. I will be content with what I have and that will allow me to share what I have to the 

fullest. 
 
 
 “6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
 generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
 compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:6‒7 


