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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 
January 22nd, 2023 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and 
follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have 
walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most 
profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 
around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share 
the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and 
mercy. 

 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring your whole 
self. If there are ways, we can make participation in worship easier for you, we will do our best 
to accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is MEDIUM. Since we are at the medium 
level, masks are optional in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets available near 
the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people have 
different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to situation. 
You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides of the 
church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space yourselves 
accordingly.  
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You will need 
your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is convenient, you can use it to 
pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship place. We distribute packets of pre-
consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is available) for those who call the church office. 
We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their joyful 
wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the 
following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
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PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    Dearest Jesus, at Your Word   Hymn 520 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after 
us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of 
goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
YOUNG AT HEART SERMON    Pastor Adam Dowd 
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Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 
 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of 
defeat by Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their 
condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The 
joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, 
because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or 
oppresses them. 
 
  1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 
 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon 
a rock. 
 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround 
me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 
rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God 
of my salvation.  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the 
unified outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we 
belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the 
unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the 
power of God’s salvation. 
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10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are 
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of 
you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one 
can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 
anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might 
not be emptied of its power. 
 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
                                      Praise God, Whom All Blessings Flow 
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THE GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 4:12-23 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the Fourth chapter. 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, 
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 
 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for 
they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 
 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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All are seated. 
 
SERMON               Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Will You Come and Follow Me     Hymn 798                            
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Response to the Word   
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
All are seated. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 
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Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. 
Help us to work together across differences. Energize ecumenical 
partnerships, including the World Council of Churches and Lutheran 
World Federation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your 
abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in 
the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth 
sustainably. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod 
of the oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of 
war and persecution. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those 
in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. 
Rouse communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing 
maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. We pray especially for Ken, Art, 
Kerry, Jim, Roberta, Caryl, Gale, Don, Ron, Nancy and Cor. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this 
community. Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your presence; 
foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous 
and unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with 
them to the fullness of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
Offering Reflection 
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
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Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
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Meal 
 

The assembly stands as they are able 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
… join their unending hymn 

 
The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
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….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements. 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN         Jesus, the Very Thought of You           Hymn 754 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

 
We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Bob & Elsy Eggert 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
Reader      Roberta Sejnost 
Guitarist      Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd 
Greeters     Marilynn Sells 
Ushers Arlene & Bruce Danielson    
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost  

 
Announcements – 1-22-2023 

 
This month the Wine and Candles are provided by Connie Allekian in 
Thanksgiving 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are ready for you to pick up.  They are on the 
table in the Narthex. 
 
Annual Meeting Our Annual Meeting will be on January 29, 2023 at 
11:00 am. We will be in person and also on Zoom. A Zoom link will be 
emailed out. We hope everyone attends because we need a quorum.  
 
Senior Spirits Thursday, January 19th at Noon we will meet for a 
puzzle party with prizes and our potluck buffet.  Everyone is welcome! If 
you have any questions please call Marilynn Sells at 630-927-9996. 
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Shrove Tuesday Lent will be here before we know it.  Lord of Life 
will host a Shrove Tuesday dinner on Tuesday, February 21.  There 
will be social time at from 6 – 6:30 and dinner at 6:30.   All are 
welcome to attend.  Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex.  We are also looking for volunteers to assist with the planning, 
preparation and cooking for the dinner.  The planning meeting will be 
held today after service.  Everyone is welcome!  
 
Lending Library Attention readers: there about 50 new books in the 
library shelves in the vestibule.  Please feel free to take a book home 
and return it when you are done reading it.  Happy reading. 
 
Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall  Cor Peterson  Roberta Sejnost  
Caryl Schaer  Gale Dyskie  Don Dibbern  
Ron Matta  Nancy Swanson  Kerry Spitznagle 
Art Kardatzke  Ken Gulliford 
 
A full list of relatives, friends, and military personnel for whom we 
pray is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the 
bulletin the first Sunday of the month. 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $2,122.00 
 

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday        1/22  10:00 AM   Worship  

  11:00 AM Christian Education  
  11:00 AM Shrove Tuesday Meeting 
  2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 

Monday  1/23  2:00 PM Property Committee  
Tuesday      1/24   5:15 PM    Overeaters Anonymous 
     7:00 PM Troop 56 
Wednesday  1/25  10:00 AM  Bible Study 

  7:00 PM    One Day at a Time  
Friday           1/27  9:30 AM    Cards    



19 
 

Saturday    1/28  9:00 AM Seventh Day Adventist 
Sunday         1/29  10:00 AM  Worship  

  11:00 AM Christian Education  
                               2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

February 10, 2023  Painting with Pastor 6:00 PM 

February 14, 2023  Lunch Bunch Steven’s Restaurant 11:30 AM 

February 16, 2023  Senior Spirits Noon 

February 21, 2023 Shrove Tuesday 6:00 PM 

February 22, 2023  Ash Wednesday Worship 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

March 1, 2023  Holden Evening Prayer 7:00 PM 

March 8, 2023 Holden Evening Prayer 7:00 PM 

March 12, 2023 Daylight Saving Time 

March 14, 2023 Lunch Bunch Ki’s Restaurant 11:30 AM 

March 15, 2023 Prayers Around the Cross 7:00 PM 

March 16, 2023 Senior Spirits Noon 

March 17, 2023 Potluck and Bingo 6:00 PM 

March 22, 2023 Holden Evening Prayer 7:00 PM 

March 29, 2023 Holden Evening Prayer 7:00 PM 

April 2, 2023 Palm Sunday 10:00 AM 

April 5, 2023 Holden Evening Prayer 7:00 PM 

April 6, 2023 Movie Night Prince of Egypt 6:00 PM 

April 7, 2023  Good Friday 

April 9, 2023 Easter Sunday 10:00 AM
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