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Incredible Generosity 

 

 

During the Month of January, we were 

able to provide $500 in assistance 

through our Good Samaritan Fund.   

Funds went toward rental assistance, fu-

neral assistance, and energy assistance 

for multiple families. Thank you for your 

ability to offer comfort, relief, and strength 

to our neighbors.  

 

 

Fund from our Christmas Has a Heart 

Program totaled $5926! 

Project Return, Courage MKE, Kids Mat-

ter, Outreach for Hope, and Reformation 

Lutheran Church all received generous 

checks to support their ministries through-

out the Milwaukee area.  

 

Thank you for making a difference!  
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News from the Holy Land 

Congratulations to Rev. Sally Azar, who be-

came the first Palestinian woman to be or-

dained as a pastor in the Holy Land. Her ordi-

nation took place Sunday, January 22,  at the 

Church of the Redeemer in the Old City , Jeru-

salem.   

Azar told the Lutheran World Federation, ““The rite of ordination is an hon-

our. The chance to be ordained as a woman in my church is an added hon-

our. I am happy to be a part of history and gender equity in my church. It is 

exciting, but there is some uncertainty, as well. I do not expect this to be an 

easy road,” 

While there are 47,000 Christians who call the West Bank and Gaza Strip 

home, the majority of Palestinian Christians belong to denominations that do 

not allow female clergy (aljazeera.com) It is within the small minority, approx-

imately 3,000 people where one can find women as pastors.  

Join MICAH, our partner in ministry, as they celebrate Black History Month and 35 
years of justice work here in Milwaukee County!  

MICAH is having a celebration dinner on  
February 23rd  

Dinner begins at 6:00pm 
at Canaan Missionary Baptist on 11th St.  

Cost is $50 ($25 is tax-deductible).  
 

Go to bit.ly/2023BHCelebration to register. 

Register no later than February 20th.  

 

35 years of Justice Work! 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/23/first-female-palestinian-pastor-in-the-holy-land-ordained
http://bit.ly/2023BHCelebration


 

 

Sun 

Jan 29 

8:30am  Traditional Worship Service 

9:40am   Faith Formation Hour  

10:45am Contemporary Worship Service 

Mon 

Jan 30 

7:00p      NA 12 Step Meeting 

Tues 

Jan 31 

12:00p    AA 12 Steps Meeting  

6:30p      Hands of AA 12-Step Meeting  

Wed  

Feb 1 

Black History Month Begins 

12:00p    Brown Bag Bible Study 

1:00p       Prayer Warriors 

1:00p       Tosa Cares Donation Drop Offs 

6:00p       Family Faith Night 

Thurs 

Feb 2 

6:30p      Voices of Zion Choir Rehearsal 

7:30p      Festival Bells Rehearsal 

Fri 

Feb 3 

7:00p     ACA 12 Step Group Room 101 

7:30p     Essay 12-step group [meeting virtually] 

Sat 

Feb 4 

8:30a    Women of Heart Bible Study 

8:30a    Tosa Cares Donations Drop Off 

Sun 

Feb 5 

8:30a    Traditional Worship Service 

9:40a    Faith Formation Hour 

10:45a  Contemporary Worship Service  

3:30p    Confirmation  

January 29 to February 5 
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Zoom Worship, Brown Bag Meeting ID: 841 6597 2335  

Passcode: 12012  
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https://bit.ly/3WCAtNJ 

Volunteer  

Schedule 

https://www.mtzionlutheran.org/

pages/member-resources 

Worship and 

Faith Formation 

Today’s Worship Volunteers  

8:30am 
 
Altar Care: Debbie Rack-Kleppek 
Assisting Minister: Nancy Di Giacinto 
Communion Asst.: Nancy  
Schumacher and Nancy Di Giacinto 
Lector: Nancy Schumacher 
Usher: Susan Morgan 
Audio/Visual: Mike Marciniak and 
Erik Peterson 
Offering Stewards: Diane McDonald 
and Nancy Di Giacinto 

10:45am 
 
Assisting Minister: Jenny Hawes 
Communion Asst.: Jenny Hawes 
Lector:  
Ushers: Dave Nelson 
Audio/Visual: Katie and Tony Fred-
erick 
Offering Stewards: Diane McDonald 
and Nancy Di Giacinto 

Holy Communion Retreat! 

 We will be having a Holy Communion re-
treat on Saturday, February 18, from 1pm to 3/4pm. 
This is for all elementary-age children, especially 
those who may not take communion at this time, 
but all are invited. Holy Communion is one of the 
two central Sacraments in the Christian Church, 
and it is important that we all spend time learning 
about this important practice of our faith. Come 
have fun and learn at the same time. 

 Those who participate in the retreat will be 
recognized and celebrated (some as their “First 
Communion”) on Sunday, February 19, during wor-
ship. 

 If your child can participate, please let  
Pastor Tyler (pastor@mtzionlutheran.org) know so 
that he can plan accordingly. 

 

https://bit.ly/3WCAtNJ
https://www.mtzionlutheran.org/pages/member-resources
https://www.mtzionlutheran.org/pages/member-resources
mailto:pastor@mtzionlutheran.org


 

 

Worship and  

Faith Formation 
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Because I am Called to  Love 

Have a problem with Alcohol?  There is a solution.  AA has a simple program that 
works.  It's based on one alcoholic helping another. 

 

AA Meeting, for those looking for help with their drinking. 

Tuesdays at 7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

 

The second Tuesday of every month is a speaker meeting, open to friends and family 
and anyone interested in hearing more about AA. 

Helping One AAnother 

 The snow falling lightly warms my heart despite my intensely frigid 
toes. I’m shoveling the walkway to make it safe, accessible, and welcoming for 
those headed into the building.  Yet, everyone takes note that the administrator 
is out shoveling snow.  But I don’t mind it at all.  Shoveling is just part of what 
ya do as a neighbor—as an act of hospitality, care, and love.   

 I see so many people coming in to the 
building. I get a cozy, loving feeling.  It’s like wel-
coming an extension of my family.  Maybe it’s the 
magic of the snow.  Then again, maybe it’s the 
spirit moving through us. 

 Finally back inside, I’m excited for lunch 
but even more excited for the large group gathered for Brown Bag Bible Study 
at noon.  This feels like where I’m supposed to be.  Where I want to be.  And 
this feeling feels good. 

 I’ve been questioning for a while if I am really, truly making any differ-
ence in the lives of others through this job.  Is there more I could do to help 
people? This is not a new question for me.  I have struggled with this question 
on an off for at least the past decade at various positions.   

 But, as it was pointed out in Sunday’s adult forum, our purpose, our 
identity as Christians is marked by simply showing love to those who are nor-
mally not shown love.  And, the great part is, we can show that love to all kinds 
of people—teachers, students, strangers, prisoners, correctional officers, 
friends, and difficult family members.  Do you know how utterly liberating that is 
after all these years?  Whatever job I hold or wherever I am, I can, and do, 
make a difference.   

Because I am simply called to love.   

Jessica Monahan 
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Science Tidbits 

Dog Walking Alaska-Style  

 
 We humans have certain characteristics and capabili-
ties that separate us from other animals.  Aristotle once said 
“Man is by nature a social animal.”  And when we gather, we 
are able to meet in large numbers in an organized, respectful 
manner.  In fact, ordered assembly for specific events is 
uniquely human.   
 Years ago, before it fell victim to economic development, we used to 
take our dog to Wisconsin Avenue Park, a large expanse of land in Wau-
watosa situated west of Highway 45 between Wisconsin Avenue and Water-
town Plank Road.  Here large numbers of dogs, sometimes reaching 100 or 
more, were brought by their owners to walk, run, explore and horseplay with 
each other, usually under barely controlled, chaotic conditions.  There were 
definitely large, but not necessarily well controlled, numbers.  The dogs were 
being…well, dogs.   
 Fast forward to a couple days ago, when I chanced upon something 
that, unbeknown to me, has gone viral on social media.  It has to do with 
dogs behaving more like humans than dogs.  The locale is Skagway, Alaska, 
and the story is a hoot. 
 A consequence of the first couple years of the Covid pandemic was 
social confinement, which fueled an upshoot in pet ownership throughout the 
country.  Skagway was no different, and with many new dog owners in town, 
a young couple (Mo and Lee Thompson) found it fertile ground to start a dog 
walking and training business.  They named it Mo Mountain Mutts, offering to 
pick up the dogs at their home, travel to different spots in the area to exercise 
them, and then return them home.  It has become wildly popular. 
  But this is no ordinary dog walking service.  There is a total play-
group of 40 dogs (and it keeps increasing), and they are trained to travel to-
gether in their own bus.  Each bus trip holds 20 dogs, and these dogs are 
well trained.  They anxiously wait on their front lawn for the bus, and when it 
arrives, they have been trained to climb aboard and walk over to and hop 
onto their designated seat.  They are fastened to a leash that is wound 
around the back of each seat and given a liver treat for being a good boy or 
girl.  Of course, there are enthusiastic greetings between the passengers be-
fore and after being “hooked up.” 
 Seating assignments are carefully determined.  The older, less active 
dogs are given seats in the front, while the more active “licky” youngsters are 
placed in the back, where they enthusiastically lick each other for the duration 
of the ride.  When they reach their destination, the dogs disembark and are 
treated to an off-leash romp session in the remote Alaskan wilderness before 
the orderly return bus trip. 
 Watching something that makes you smile is very therapeutic.  I’ve 
attached a link Mo Mountain Mutts to a youtube video showcasing this amaz-
ing dog “walking” service.  I dare you to watch it without smiling.       

Steve Downs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3a1RBSUcyUU
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James and Aharon G. 1/23 
Jim and Tina K.  2/17 

Andrew and Kelsey F. 2/23 

 
 

James G. 1/22 
John M. 1/22 

Kelsey F. 1/23 
Lauryl P. 1/24 
Caleb S. 1/25 
Becky H. 1/27 

Tom M. 1/31 
Dave F. 2/1 

Robert J. 2/1 
Mickie R. 2/1 
Loretta B. 2/2 
Debbie F. 2/2 
Robert J. 2/2 
Nancy K. 2/2 

 

Mara M. 2/2 
Natasha P. 2/3 
Patricia S. 2/3 
Sherry D. 2/6 

Eliza F. 2/6 
Dean S. 2/9 
Kate W. 2/9 

Erica M. 2/11 
Gwenivere A. 2/12 

Aharon G. 2/13 
Dick H. 2/13 

James H. 2/15 
Lynn K. 2/16 

Frank B. 2/17 
Jim S. 2/19 

 
Harper P. 2/20 

Michael F. 2/20 
Roger S. 2/20 

Yvonne K. 2/21 
Margie S. 2/21 

Carolyn H. 2/22 
Logan W. 2/22 

Alex H. 2/24 
Brian W. 2/24 

Joe D. 2/25 
Garret J. 2/15 

Kathryn M. 2/25 
Kristin M. 2/25 
Vince C. 2/26 

Pat G. 2/28 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

 Thanks for putting the article about the art gallery at the Milwau-
kee Institute of Art and Design in today’s Grace Notes.  Mavis and I 
went on its opening day and were amazed at the talent that was shown.  
Besides the talent, it gave us a better understanding of the mindset of 
the artists who were incarcerated.  I could start to understand how being 
incarcerated, much less in solitary confinement, can disturb anyone and 
make them lose hope.  Art in any form can bring a human being to see 
the whole world with a shread of hope.  That little spark of hope can 
break the darkness so that a chaplain who has the ability, such as Pas-
tor Rebey, can build upon it to open the reality  to this individual that 
they, in fact, are a child of God and have worth. 

Thanks again, 
Jerry 

Art Against the Odds 

Art Against the Odds runs through March 11  
at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design.  

Gallery hours are Monday through Saturday 10 to 5.   
Free Admission! 
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(414) 258-0456 

parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 
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Mt Zion Staff 

Leadership Board 

Pastor 

The Reverend Tyler D. Rasmussen 

pastor@mtzionlutheran.org 

Parish Administrator 

Jess Monahan 

parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 

Director of Choirs  

and Contemporary Music 

Danielle Lawson 

choirs@mtzionlutheran.org 

Director of Traditional Music 

Mark Schroeter 

music@mtzionlutheran.org 

Office Volunteers 

reception@mtzionlutheran.org 

Worship Volunteer Coordinator 

Nancy Di Giacinto (volunteer) 

worshipvol@mtzionlutheran.org 

Maintenance 

Jasmine Pruitt  

maintenance@mtzionlutheran.org 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Brenda Marciniak (volunteer) 

sundayschool@mtzionlutheran.org 

Website 

Pat Campbell 

Website@mtzionlutheran.org  

Social Media 

Douglas Johnson (volunteer) 

socialmedia@mtzionlutheran.org 

Erik Peterson, President 
president@mtzionlutheran.org 

Mavis Roesch, Vice President 

vp@mtzionlutheran.org 

Mike Marciniak, Treasurer 

treasurer@mtzionlutheran.org 

Katie Frederick, Secretary 

secretary@mtzionlutheran.org 

Abby Sumiec 

Dave Nelson 

Janet McCarthy 

 

Dave Fohr 

Sherry Downs 

Monday — Friday   10:00am — 3:00pm 

Stop by in-person, call 414-258-0456,  
or email parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org 

Church Office 

Hours 

At Mt Zion we are  

Joyfully growing disciples in Christ  

so that  

Everyone we meet comes to know themselves as a reflection of  

God’s image, worthy of life and love  

by prioritizing 

Faith Community 

Hospitality  Justice 

http://facebook.com/mtzionlutheran
http://instagram.com/mtzionlutheran
mailto:pastor@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:parishadmin@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:choirs@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:music@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:reception@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:worshipvol@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:maintenance@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:sundayschool@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:Website@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:socialmedia@mtzionlutheran.org
mailto:frederick.katiee@gmail.com

