
 

 
Our Stewardship of Attendance last week: (8am) 111 (11am) 98  
                                       Wednesday Service: (12:30pm) 49 
 
General Offering Totals for 2023: $45,935.70 
Expenses to date 2023: $38,000.11 
 
Freedom to Imagine Campaign July 1, 2021-June 30, 2024 
Received Since the Beginning of the Campaign: $1,100,036.03 

             Loan Balance: $215,000.00 
 
Our weekly offerings are about returning back to God a portion of what he has first given us.  
We are able to be generous givers when God is at work in our hearts. 
St. Stephen's Activities for this week include: 

 
TODAY  8:30AM: Worship Service (Sanctuary & Online)  
 9:45AM: Sunday School for all ages  
 11:00AM: Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 12:30PM: Worship & Music (Office Conference Room) 
 2PM: Constance Flemming & Ebony Bower’s Concert (Sanctuary) 
 3PM: Living Last Supper Practice (Gym) 
Monday           9AM: Preschool  

12:30PM: AA Meeting (Social Hall) 
  5PM: Hill (Gym) 
  6:30PM: Adult Handbell (Balcony) 
Tuesday 9AM: Preschool  
  6PM: Taylor (Gym) 
  6:30PM: Women’s Bible Study (Sr. High Room) 
Wednesday 9AM: Preschool 
  10:15AM: Women’s Bible Study (Sr. High Room) 

11:45AM: Wednesday Lunch (Social Hall) 
12:30PM: Wednesday Eucharist Service (Sanctuary & Online) 

  5PM: Dinner (Social Hall) 
  5:25PM: Cherubs and Treble Choirs; McMurray (Gym) 
  5:55PM: Choir Chimes 
  6PM: Confirmation; Adult Bible Study 
  6:30PM: Wings of Worship 
  6:45PM: Adult Choir Practice (Choir Room)  

7:30PM: AA/Al-Anon meetings (Social Hall/Parlor)  
 Living Last Supper Practice (Gym) 

Thursday 9AM: Preschool 
  6PM: Taylor (Gym) 

6:30PM: Crossroads (Mediterranean Café)  
Friday               
Saturday            
Sunday  8:30AM: Worship Service (Sanctuary & Online) 
  9:45AM: Congregational Meeting (Gym); Sunday School for Children  
  11AM: Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
  3PM: WELCA Executive Meeting (Social Hall); Living Last Supper Practice (Gym) 
   

   
  

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregation Council approves causes to be featured monthly. January- ELCA World 
Hunger: More than 800 million people — that’s 1 in 8 people in our world today — are hungry. 
As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. ELCA World Hunger is uniquely 
positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to 
animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it 
possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes 
of hunger and poverty.  
 
Hospitalized: Dianne Taylor, Home  
 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held next Sunday, February 5th at 9:45am in the 
sanctuary.  Please plan to join us after the meeting for muffins and coffee in the social hall. We 
look forward to seeing everyone on February 5th!  
 
Congratulations to new parents Clay and Brittany Shipes on the birth of their son, Hunter 
James Shipes, on January 24th.  Grandparents Dennis and Angie Bolton are so excited!!  
 
Join us for the Wednesday, Feb 1st Eucharist Service held at 12:30pm in the sanctuary to 
enhance your weekly worship experience and to share God's Word in a unique, shortened, but 
spiritual time of worship. Lunch will be served at 11:45am in the social hall.   
 
Our 2023 Flower Calendar is available for sign up! Please find the calendar in the narthex. 
Available dates include Feb. 12, March 5, 12, & 19, and April 2, 23, & 30   
 

Musical Event! TODAY at 2pm Constance Flemming and Ebony Bowers will have a concert in 

the sanctuary. We look forward to hearing from past choir members and at least one piano 
student, and of course Ebony and Ms. Constance. There will be a variety of religious music, all 
scripturally based. 
 
Preschool News! Registration for the 2023-2024 preschool year is open for church members 
and currently enrolled families. Registration packets will be available on the church website or 
from the preschool office. Please contact kimberly@sslc.org with any questions.  
 
 

 
 
 

The Spirit of St. Stephen's Weekly for January 29 – February 5, 2023 



 
Mission Lexington: Our Epiphany to Easter food drive is underway with 598 lbs. donated 

toward a goal of 3,500 lbs. Year to date the total is 598 lbs. toward a yearly goal of 17,000 lbs. 
 Mission Lexington needs the following items: Canned Fruit, Beef Stew, Canned Chicken, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly, Mac & Cheese, Chili, Pork & Beans, Canned Vegetables, Canned 
Soups, Rice, Coffee, Grits, Sugar, Flour, Oatmeal, Applesauce, Oatmeal, Breakfast Cereals, 
Dog Food (Dry or Wet), Cat Food (Dry or Wet), and Chicken Broth. Please place your food 
donations in the red food barrel next to the elevator in the admin wing or in the red barrel in 
front of the Agape Sunday School Class. If you prefer to make a monetary donation toward the 
purchase of food, please make your check payable to St. Stephen’s. In the remarks section 
write Mission Lexington. Remember even one can of food will feed someone who is 
hungry. Thank you again for your support. Ron Redd 803-360-0241 Rredd7848@gmail.com.  
  
 
JCREW (1st-5th grade): All 1st-5th graders are invited to go bowling at Anchor Lanes in Irmo on 
Sunday, February 19th.  We plan to ride the bus and leave the church parking lot at 2:00pm.  
The church will pay for bowling.  Kids are asked to bring money if they would like refreshments.  
Parents can plan to pick their kids up at 4:30pm. Please RSVP by Thursday, February 16th! 
Parent chaperones are needed so please let me know if you’re planning to go with us to help!  
Thanks and hope to see YOU there! 
 
 
Lutheran Men: will meet Monday February 20th at 6:00pm in the social hall. Robin Bowers, 
Executive Director Mission Lexington will be our guest speaker.  Come join us for the program 
and a meal prepared by Jim Nantz.  The Saxe Gotha Conference SC Lutheran Men in Mission 
will meet Monday February 27th at 7:00pm at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 2491 Emanuel 
Church Rd, West Columbia, SC 29170. Mr. Bill Galardi will be the guest Speaker and will do an 
impersonation of St. Peter.  Please let me know if you plan to attend. Ron Redd 803-360-0241 
Rredd7848@gmail.com.  
 
 

Music Notes: As Lent approaches an opportunity exists to sing in the adult choir. How about 

join us for Lent and Easter? There’s so much beautiful music! Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:45 p.m. We welcome all interested. Contact Susan@sslc.org for more 
information. The Adult Handbell choir has a position open for one more ringer. We rehearse on 
Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. No experience is necessary. If you are interested in ringing 
contact Susan@sslc.org. Choir parents coffee and conversation will take place on Sunday, 
February 12 at 9:45 a.m. in the conference room. Come talk with Susan about children’s choirs 
and choir chimes. We’ll talk about the singing/ringing schedule, summer camp, and all things 
choir. Thanks to all who made chili and desserts for the Hymn Sing last Sunday. Thanks to all 
who came. What a wonderful evening!! We will have another one later in the spring. 
 
 
Young Adults Sunday School meets at 9:45am in the upstairs Chapel. We begin the new 
year with a series on world religions. We gather to learn about God, grow in discipleship, and 
develop relationships. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Ralph! Ralph@sslc.org. 
Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance. – 
Proverbs 1:5. 
 

 
 
Crossroads: a group comprised of folks that fall in between our Living Faith group and our 
Prime Time adults – will have its next gathering on February 2 (the first Thursday) @ 6:30 pm 
at the Mediterranean Café (327 W. Main). Join us for a devotion, connection over a great meal 
(Dutch treat), and faithful ‘Mulligans’ – second changes - we have experienced, as we celebrate 
Groundhog Day! If you are interested, please contact Pastor Ralph through the office and/or 
sign up on the sign-up sheet located outside the narthex. 

 

 
Living Faith: Next Sunday, February 5th the group will gather at the Jamil Shrine Temple (206 
Jamil Road, Columbia, SC) for the 1pm show.  General admission tickets are being provided 
complimentary through David Able, which also means that you need to get there as early as 
possible because entrance to the show will cease upon a certain number of attendees.  
Families will be responsible for their own spending money for refreshments/souvenirs.  Please 
RSVP on the Facebook event so we can know how many tickets to secure.  Hope to see you 
there! 
 
 
WELCA News: 

• February 5 -3:00 WELCA Executive Committee meeting in the Social Hall 

• February 6 - Sunshine Circle 6:00pm Contact Marty Nantz for information 351-1185. 

• February 7 – Circle of Love 6:30pm in the social hall.  

• February 12 -Sweet Swap sponsored by WELCA will be held in the hall outside the 
social hall after each service. Sweet and savory items on sale, perfect for your Super 
Bowl party and Valentine’s Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events:   
Sunday, February 5: Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, February 12: WELCA Sweet Swap  
Tuesday, February 21: Shrove Tuesday Men’s Bake-off 
Wednesday, February 22: Ash Wednesday 
Sunday, April 23: WELCA Mother/Daughter/Friend Event  
Sunday, May 14: Graduate Recognition  
Monday, June 12: Lutheridge Day Camp  
Sunday, June 25: Vacation Bible School  
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