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GATHERING   

 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE             “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”       Emma Lou Diemer 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who shines in 
glory, clothes us in compassion, and bears gifts of mercy for all. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 
 
God, wonderful counselor, 
we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not 
made room for you in our hearts or in our world. We have lived in fear; we have not  
welcomed the stranger; we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. 
Amen. 
 
God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, not by anything 
we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit living in us, God give us faith to trust Jesus, who is 
Love born for us, now and always. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING SONG      “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart”            ELW 873 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING             Micah 6:1-8 
 
1
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 

your voice. 
2
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of 

the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
3
“O 

my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4
For I brought 

you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before 
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

5
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab  

devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

6
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and 

bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 
old? 

7
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall 

I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8
He has told 

you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY                 Psalm 15  

 
1
Lord, who may dwell in your 

|
 tabernacle? 

 Who may abide upon your 
|
 holy hill? 

2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth 

|
 from their heart; R 

3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil 

|
 to their friends; 

 they do not cast discredit up- 
|
 on a neighbor. 

4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who 

|
 fear the Lord. 

 They have sworn upon their health and do not take 
|
 back their word. 

5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- 

|
 gainst the innocent. 

 Those who do these things shall never be 
|
 overthrown. R 
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SECOND READING         1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
18

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are  
being saved it is the power of God. 

19
For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 

22
For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, 

24
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26
Consider your own call, brothers and  

sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 

27
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 

what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 
28

God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 

29
so that no one might boast in 

the presence of God. 
30

He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

31
in order that, as it is written, 

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

(We Stand) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

will be called children of God. 
10

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12

Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Jason 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jason 

 
(We Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY      “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”           ELW 719 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

(We Sit) 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 

Anthem                “Blest Are They”         David Haas 
 

Blest are they the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of God. Blest are they, full of sorrow;  
they shall be consoled. Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!  

Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs.  
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God. 

 

Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God.  
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs. 

 

(We Stand) 
OFFERTORY SONG                 ELW 184 



9 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

(We Sit) 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music           “Andante Grazioso”      Kate Boundy  

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 

Communion Hymn             “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”           LBW 316 
 

(We Stand) 
 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the 
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”            ELW 669 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                   “Psalm 19”        Benedetto Marcello 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in honor of my wife, Jerrie, and our 
40th wedding anniversary today by Bill Galardi. 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski; 
 (11:00)  Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, Connor Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, 
  Myra Strock, Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham 
Readers: (8:30) Mary Sesler; (11:00) Sylvia Howell 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Marty Nantz; (11:00) Benjie Rhoad 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Ryan Kennedy [C] Jack Kennedy; 
   (11:00) [A] Craig Lunsford [C] Mary Beth Stafford 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Information: 
 

         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
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Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #207 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1
st

—5
th

 Grade – Room # 216   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Grade – Room #212    

9
th

 – 12
th

 Grade – Room #217     Young Adult Class 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 


