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– BE THE –

CHURCH
– STEWARDSHIP APPEAL 2023 –

At Celebration, we don’t define our church as a physical building. People make our church, people 
who come together to worship, serve, and build community. 
Together as a community, we embody the love and grace of Jesus Christ in all that we do. We commit 
to being a welcoming and inclusive space for people of all backgrounds and beliefs. We provide a 
place for people to ask tough questions, explore their faith, and grow in their relationship with God.
Celebration has faced many challenges and changes over the years, yet God walked with us. We remain 
committed to our mission of following Jesus and serving others. We continue to adapt and grow while 
providing a space for people to connect with God and with each other.

Despite the challenges we have faced, we have remained resilient, faithful, and generous this year as we: 
 y Connected new people to God through Celebration as we became an outdoor worshiping community in a 
new space

 y Connected kids and their faith as we reinvested in our children’s ministry through Godly Play
 y Cared for the LGBTQIA+ community through our prayers and blessings at Houston’s Pride Parade
 y Fed hungry people by providing dozens of Christmas meals for our friends at Holmsley Elementary
 y Ensured kids had food as we shared thousands of packets of Ramen Noodles to Cypress Assistance Ministries 
helping provide easy-to-make meals for students over the summer

 y Created space for a seminarian to experiment, explore, and grow deeper in their calling as an ordained minister 
in the Lutheran Church. 

 y Sang Christmas Carols at the top of our lungs while supporting Houston reVision
 y Blessed dozens of pets at Barktoberfest
 y Became more known in this community we love

AN INVITATION
As we dream about the new possibilities God is 
providing, we ask for your prayers. Please pray 
for our congregation’s mission and ministry. Pray 
for the needs of Cypress and its surrounding 
neighborhoods. Pray, think, and talk about your 
giving for the next year. Pray about what God is 
doing in your life, and what it means to Be The 
Church for you and your household.
We are excited to have you join us in returning 
your intention card on February 5th for Be The 
Church Sunday.

“We will never change the world by just going to 
church. WE will only change the world by being 
the church” - Author unknown

The church is not the pastor, the elders, or the 
musicians. The church, the body of Christ, is us.
Let us Be The Church – to dance, sing, create, 
and give with radical generosity as the hands, 
feet, and compassion of Christ in Cypress. 
Thank you for your prayers; thank you for your 
commitment; thank you for being part of this 
lively congregation.

LET US BE THE CHURCH



RANGE OF GIFTS GIVEN AND HOPED FOR

42 TotalNumber of Current Givers

Number of Hoped For Givers 46 Total

GIFT LEVEL WEEKLY RATE

CELEBRATION CHURCH

With an offering increase of $346 per week, Celebration will bring renewed energy 
and growth to three ministry areas:

PLEASE CONSIDER THESE 
COURAGEOUS QUESTIONS:
 y How does my giving level compare with the other 
ways I use my money?

 y How adequately does my giving reflect my stake in 
supporting the life and ministry of Celebration?

 y Where would I be on the chart if I doubled my giving? 
Can I consider doing that?

 y How much more could I give if I really wanted to?

 y What is God doing in my life these days?

It’s an exciting time to be part of God’s work through Celebration Church.
With radical generosity, we will:
 y Invest in hiring a worship leader

 y Support adult education, pastoral care, and community fellowship events 

 y Offer greater support to our ministry and community partners, and ensure Celebration remains a thriving 
and vital congregation ready to share Christ’s love with the Cypress community. 

Celebration serves as a unique ministry, pointing to the future of what God’s church can become. 
In January 2021, Celebration became a training site as we invested in seminarian Amber Harbolt 
as our Ministry Coordinator. Amber gained real-world experience and applied her learning from 
school, while providing Celebration with new and exciting ideas through her support and assistance. 
In the coming year we look to provide this opportunity for another seminarian, a wonderful way 
to support and invest in the future leaders of the church. By offering a paid position that allows a 
seminarian to gain experience and apply their knowledge in a congregational setting, we will benefit 
from their gifts while helping to prepare them for a future career in ministry.

2. INVESTING IN OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

1. CONTINUE BEING A TEACHING CONGREGATION

Families with children continue to be one of the fastest growing groups in our congregation. We 
will build on the momentum of starting Godly Play to develop and expand Celebration’s ministry 
programs for youth, families and children. Additional giving will allow us to train more storytellers 
for Godly Play, invest in several milestone ministries like Communion and Bible milestones, and 
send our children to a week of summer camp.

3. BUILDING A VIBRANT FUTURE


