
Happy New Year! Hopefully, each of you had a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. Our theme for the month of 
January is “View From the Mountaintop”. This past weekend we launched from the book of Numbers. It was encouraging 
to see so many of our church family kicking off the new year in the Lord’s house. What a great way to start the year! 
Encouragement is a key goal this year for White Oak. The ministry staff, the deacons, and the trustees have a strong desire 
to see our church encouraged and encouraging others. Even the offering envelopes are decorated with “Be A Barnabas, 
Be an Encourager” and the Bible verse 1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, 
just as you are doing.” Your generous giving last year and your faithful giving this year is encouraging. THANK-YOU! 
I was reminded this week of something Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones said in his book, “Joy Unspeakable.” He was comparing 
the average everyday Christian experience to a day when the Christian is truly filled with the Holy Spirit. Here is what 
he said in his book.

“A man and his little child or walking down the road and they are walking hand in hand and the child knows that he is 
the child of his father, and he knows that his father loves him, and he rejoices in that, and he is happy in it. There is no 
uncertainty about it at all, but suddenly the father, moved by some impulse, takes hold of the child, and picks him up, 
kisses him, embraces him, showers his love upon him, and then he puts him down again and they go on walking together. 
That is it! The child knew before that his father loved him and he knew that he was his child. But oh! The loving embrace, 
the extra outpouring of love, this unusual manifestation of it that is the spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
the children of God.”

Dr. Jones’ quote reminds me of the song, “How Deep the Father’s Love For Us!”.  The entire leadership team hopes for that 
kind of year for each of us. A year of encouragement. A transformational time where you experience God’s love in a real 
and vibrant way on a daily basis. A year our church family is filled with the Spirit of God every day.

 

There are a few daily Bible reading calendars left in the foyer.  These are great guides to help every Christian read through 
the Bible in a year. Also, several families in the church have not picked up their Christmas cards. They are on the table in 
the foyer. If you haven’t already, please come by the church and pick up your cards. This will be the last week they will be 
on the table. We will collect them next Monday and deliver them to each person who hasn’t picked them up yet. We want 
to encourage you and each card represents a thought from a fellow member of the church.

Last week, I asked for input about this year’s Couples Retreat. Please let me know if you would be interested in attending 
a Couples Retreat this year. Reservations need to be made at the hotel for our group. This event is always a fun time, but 
I also understand it is an expense your budget may not allow. Please give me some feedback to help the church make a 
wise decision.
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Last week the church held a special called business meeting to consider several recommendations from the Leadership 
Team. I would like to thank the ones who were present to voice their opinion and thank the workers who kept the children 
while we were in the meeting. Thank you for your servant’s heart! The results from the business meeting are below:

Motion # 1: The Pastor and Leadership Team recommend the church approve the proposed 2023 Budgets for the (a) White 
Oak Hill Free Will Baptist Church and the (b) Bailey Christian Childcare.

*This motion will require a 51% approval vote by the church membership present at the business meeting.

(a)  Motion carried at 92% with 47 Yes    2 No    2 Abstain

(b)  Motion carried at 92% with 47 Yes    2 No    2 Abstain

Motion #2: The Pastor and Leadership Team recommend the church approve the White Oak Hill FWB Church Leadership 
Team Schedule and Responsibilities for 2023. Add David Belcher on Security as an Alternate.

Motion carried at 96% with 49 Yes    1 No    1 Abstain

Motion #3: The Pastor and Leadership team recommend the church approve the White Oak Hill FWB Church Officers & 
Teachers for 2023.

Motion carried at 96% with 49 Yes    1 No    1 Abstain

Motion #4: The Deacon Board with the support of the Leadership Team recommends the church members approve a 5.4% 
pay raise for the Pastor starting 1/1/2023.  If this motion is approved by the church members, this raise would result in a 
$3,863 increase in salary and an annual salary of $75,000.

Motion carried at 76% with 39 Yes    10 No    2 Abstain

 

This Sunday after the service we will have another special called business meeting. I am sorry to have so many meetings 
in one month, but appreciate your understanding. There will also be another business meeting at the end of the month to 
share God’s goodness to the ministry last year. But this week we will draw our attention to Tyler and Alexandra Jefferis. 
This is the young couple who came to the church prior to Christmas. Many of you met them at our soup and sandwich 
social. They would like to come and serve at White Oak. Tyler would like to be the next associate pastor of the church. 
Please lift this sweet couple to the Lord in prayer. While we need a man to come on the staff; we want the right man. The 
Leadership Team (including myself) believes Tyler is that man. Just as a reminder, Tyler will need to get a 75% yes vote by 
the church to join the team. I hope you will join us this Sunday to give your opinion. His sermon is recorded and available 
to watch on YouTube. The date is December 18th if you would like to hear the message again.

 

Of course, I would like to thank all the volunteers who took down the Christmas decorations Sunday evening. It was done 
very quickly because of the many helping hands. You’re amazing!

 

Let’s look ahead at a few scheduled events for January.

Salvador and Lauren’s wedding is this Saturday at 3:00 p.m. we are so excited for these two young people. The F.L.C. has 
been closed this week to allow the family to decorate and prepare for the big day.
The Propel Kids have an activity planned for Saturday, Jan. 21st. They will be going to Rocky Mount to Putt-Putt. The cost 
is $5.
The Engage and College Career will be taking aim at each other. They will be going to the paintball range in Goldsboro. 
The cost is $20 and that will include the meal after the paintball.



Of course, we know Ms. Glenda Carroll has resigned from her position as the church’s Office Administrator. She has gra-
ciously agreed to stay in her current position until her replacement can be trained. If you or anyone you know might be 
interested in serving the Lord full-time in her position at the church; please contact the pastor or a deacon. Ms. Glenda 
is such a sweet, gifted person. The church will miss her sitting in the office each week. Her position will be hard to fill. 
But we know God will bring the right person at the right time. Let’s pray for the Lord to open hearts and open doors. 
Let’s also pray for God’s healing hand to be on her and her family.

Listed below are our prayer needs this week.

• Kay Dew- Please continue to pray for our dear brother as he battles cancer. The chemotherapy isn’t working to re-
duce the size of the cancer. The doctors are going to try something different.

• Gregg Wall- Let’s continue to pray for Gregg. He is back at work, but he is not 100% healed.
• Patricia Register-Ms. Pat continues to need our prayers as she battles poor health.  Her surgery was a success but she 

is in a lot of pain.
• Tim Riggs-Please pray for our former pastor. His kidneys are not working, and he is undergoing dialysis.
• Melisa Belcher- Melissa is much better. Thank you for your prayers. But let’s continue to pray until she is completely 

healthy.
• Billy John Dew- Let’s keep praying! His hemoglobin count is very low. As a result, he has no energy.
• Bailey Christian Childcare
• Sheryl Nelson Family-Please continue to pray for the Nelson family. They are still trying to find their footing after 

losing so many in the family this year.
• Dottie Massey- Ms. Dottie is getting better, but it’s a slow recovery process.
• Lucille Beasley-Ms. Beasley is having some health problems.
• Joyce Batchelor-She is not feeling well.
• The Hill Family-Ronnie passed away last week.  
• Grace Fullerton-Bonnie Joyner’s granddaughter is having some serious medical issues and the doctors are trying to 

diagnose the problem.
• Tyler/Alexandra Jefferis-Let’s pray for the Lord’s will for this family.

Love in Christ,
 

Pastor Hal
Galatians 2:20

It’s time to prepare for another great White Oak Hill Basketball league. Brother Glen Dew and Broth-
er Charles Price are the directors for the league. The basketball fun will start in February 2023. If any 
male 15 years  old or older is interested, please contact Charles Price at:  charlesprice73@embarqmail.
com or (252) 205-4335



FREE CHRISTIAN RESOURCES
Three Ways to Register at RightNowMedia

Link
This link is easy to access to the church's account:
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/WHITEOAKH-
ILL

Text Code
This text code is easy to access to the church's ac-
count: WHITEOAKHILL can be texted to 49775.

QR Code
This scannable code is easy to access to the church’s 
account.

Schedule of Services

Sunday

In-Person
Sunday School at 9:30 am

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 am

On-Line
Sunday Morning Online Service at 10:30 am

Sunday Evening Online Service Only at 6 pm

Wednesday
7 PM - Prayer, Praise & Bible Study

Engage Youth, Propel Kids & Nursery

WOH Services can be seen on either: 
  Facebook - Hal Jones page 

  White Oak Hill Free Will Baptist Church - Website
  White Oak Hill Free Will Baptist Church YouTube



MISSIONS CORNER!
Please pray for these missionaries!




