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The Shout for Joy 

Psalm 98 – A Psalm of Praise 

Introduction:  The Courageous Sacrifice of King Jesus 

Most kingdoms do anything they can to protect their king. This is the unspoken 

premise of the game of chess, for example. When the king falls, the kingdom is 

lost. Therefore, the king must be protected at all costs. Another notable example 

comes from the Allied invasion of Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944. British 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill desperately wanted to join the expeditionary 

forces and watch the invasion from the bridge of a battleship in the English 

Channel. U.S. General Dwight David Eisenhower was desperate to stop him, for 

fear that the Prime Minister might be killed in battle. When it became apparent 

that Churchill would not be dissuaded, Eisenhower appealed to a higher 

authority: King George VI. The king went and told Churchill that if it was the 

Prime Minister's duty to witness the invasion, he could only conclude that it was 

also his own duty as king to join him on the battleship. At this point Churchill 

reluctantly agreed to back down, for he knew that he could never expose the King 

of England to such danger. 

King Jesus did exactly the opposite. With royal courage he surrendered his body 

to be crucified. On the cross he offered a king's ransom: his life for the life of his 

people. He would die for all the wrong things that we had ever done and would 

do, completely atoning for all our sins. The crown of thorns that was meant to 

make a mockery of his royal claims actually proclaimed his kingly dignity, even in 

death. - Source: From Philip Ryken's sermon "Long Live the King!" PreachingToday.com 

Yahweh is a Divine Warrior – that is the underlying theme of this chapter in Psalm 

98. This a psalm under the category of praise.  

• This psalm gives us a picture of a Conquering King. Like a conquering King who 

came down and delivered His people from Babylonian captivity and led them 

victorious back to Jerusalem. This psalm would have been appropriate at the 

dedication of the devil.  

• Yahweh is the King who, when asked by His people, swoops down to deliver His 

people from the enemy of injustice and unrighteousness 

• Israel, unlike the nations that surrounded them at the time, looked to their earthly 

king for all the benefits that a king provides for His people.  

o The earthly kings were expected; 

▪ To secure victory over their enemies 

▪ Grant peace to his people 

• The Israelites looked to their Warrior King because they believed He alone gives 

peace and ultimately will always protect His people. Yahweh is the royal 

protector of the Jews and the Christ followers in the church because of His 

covenant to Israel and the new covenant to the bride of Christ – His church.  
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Quote: “God’s judgment on the wicked means salvation for the righteous.” – 

Sailhamer commentary writer 

Transition: Let’s look to Psalm 98 for our scripture reading.  

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 98 

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand 

and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 2 The Lord has made known his 

salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 3 He has 

remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the 

ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4 Make a joyful noise to the 

Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 5 Sing praises 

to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody! 6 With trumpets 

and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 7 Let the 

sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! 8 Let the rivers 

clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9 before the Lord, for he comes 

to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 

with equity. 

Purpose: Every Christ follower must see and practice praise as our way of worship, 

celebration and honoring our King 

Transition: Our first point of praise this morning is that we are to;  

Celebrate with joy by rehearsing God’s past deliverance  

 Psalm 98:1  

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand 

and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  

• The marvelous works He has done 

o We are to sing a new song to the Lord as we rehearse God’s victories in 

our lives. We can celebrate God’s continual deliverance from areas of sin 

in our lives.  

Psalm 33:3 

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts 

o Marvelous here means to excite with wonder and fill the mind with 

astonishment 

Illustration: Have you ever came across something that caused you to just stand 

in awe and wonder of it. You pause for a period of time because you can’t fully 

comprehend what you are looking at. Niagara Falls, Peaks of Otter, Rocky 

Mountains, California Coast Line, etc.  
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o We ought to marvel with awe and wonder and delight in what God has 

done in our past which builds our faith in the hope of what He will deliver 

us from in the future.  

▪ One of the great enemies of hope is forgetting God’s promises. 

Reminding is a great ministry. Peter and Paul both said that they 

wrote letters for this reason (2 Peter 1:13; Romans 15:15). 

▪ The main Helper in reminding us what we need to know is the Holy 

Spirit (John 14:26). But that doesn’t mean you should be passive. 

You are responsible only for your own ministry of reminding. And 

the first one in need of reminding by you is you. 

▪ The mind has this great power: It can talk to itself by way of 

reminder. The mind can “call to mind,” “But this I call to mind, and 

therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases” 

(Lamentations 3:21–22). 

o Notice the symbols mentioned in verse one. 

▪ Right Hand / Holy Arm – the instruments to vindicate God’s people 

by His mighty strength.  

▪ The LORD hath made bare his holy arm. That is, in delivering 

his people from bondage. This metaphor is taken from 

warriors, who made bare the arm for battle; and the sense is, 

that God had come to the rescue of his people as a warrior, 

and that his interventions would be seen, recognized and 

acknowledged by all the nations.  

▪ The metaphor is derived from the manner in which the 

Orientals dressed. The following extract from Jowett’s 

Christian Researches will explain the language: — ‘The loose 

sleeve of the Arab shirt, as well as that of the outer garment, 

leaves the arm so completely free, that in an instant the left 

hand passing up the right arm makes it bare; and this is done 

when a person, a soldier, for example, about to strike with the 

sword, intends to give the arm full play. The image represents 

JEHOVAH as suddenly prepared to inflict some tremendous, 

yet righteous judgment, so effectual “that all the ends of the 

earth shall see the salvation of God.”’ The phrase ‘holy arm,’ 

seems to mean that God would be engaged in a holy and just 

cause. It would not be an arm of conquest, or of oppression; 

but it would be made bare in a holy cause, and all its inflictions 

would be righteous. - Barnes, A. (1851). Notes on the Old Testament: Isaiah (Vol. 2, 

pp. 244–245). Blackie & Son. 
▪ The end of verse one shows that He is always working on behalf of 

His people 

o Again, as we mentioned in the previous study of the psalms, this was a 

new concept to those people groups around the Israelites. The Israelites 
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celebrated a God who was universal and over all the gods and over all His 

created universe and worked on behalf of His people. He was intimately 

involved with those who He loves and show compassion and mercy to. 

o God as the Divine Warrior is sovereign and maintains His natural laws and 

His moral laws of righteousness and justice over those He made.   

• The ability of God to make known His salvation to His people 

Psalm 98:2 – 3 

2 The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in 

the sight of the nations. 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God 

o God made known His salvation 

o Power to save was evident at the Red Sea 

o Queen of Sheba coming to see for herself the wisdom and wealth of 

King Solomon 

I Kings 10:1 – 7 

Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the 

name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions. 2 She came to 

Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices and very much 

gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that 

was on her mind. 3 And Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing 

hidden from the king that he could not explain to her. 4 And when the queen of 

Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 5 the 

food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, 

their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house 

of the Lord, there was no more breath in her. 6 And she said to the king, “The 

report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom, 7 

but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And 

behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report 

that I heard. 

o God did numerous public acts of salvation and deliverance so that the all the 

Jews and the surrounding nations of Gentiles would know the testimony of 

Israel’s God. The nations may not have wanted to follow Israel’s God but 

many people groups learned to respect Yahweh.  

o In verse 3, we see the psalmist say that God remembered His loyal love and 

faithful commitment to the covenant that God gave to Abraham passed on 

now to the current people the psalmist is writing to.  

o Genesis 12 / 15 - Abraham would be a father of a great nation. He would 

have a promised son Isaac. Abraham’s offspring would inherit the Promised 

Land and God sealed this covenant with a symbolic act that men did back in 

the day to seal a contract.  
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Genesis 15:7-20 

7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the 

Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am 

I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years 

old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a 

young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each 

half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when birds 

of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun was 

going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness 

fell upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your 

offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, 

and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on 

the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 

possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be 

buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth 

generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 17 When the sun 

had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 

passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with 

Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 

great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the 

Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the 

Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

o God continues to keep His promises to Israel. They have a bright 

future ahead for those who will come to faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  

o The motivating factor for God’s power in redemption and the 

vindication of His people is His loyal love and faithfulness to His 

people. He established truth and He keeps His word, not just for Israel 

but to all people, to the ends of the earth. The Gospel came through 

Israel.  

Application: God’s faithful past is a cause of continual praise in our lives.  

Transition: Our second point of joy is found when we;  

Celebrate by worshiping King Jesus’  

 Psalm 98:4 – 6 

4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and 

sing praises! 5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound 

of melody! 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before 

the King, the Lord! 

• We are to be continually singing and playing praises to our God 
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o Literally, the beginning of verse 4 is saying, make a loud noise of praise to 

the Lord.  

o The picture here is that of two choirs in a worship service sitting opposite 

of each other. One choir through the instruments playing and the choir 

singing is using their music to urge the other choir to worship and unite 

with the other choir in praise.  

o The implication here that the music is loud, much like a warlike shout for 

joy as a victorious army wins the battle.  

o Notice the use of voices and instruments.  

▪ The music was a way of testifying, of sharing what God has done.  

▪ The emphasis was on the harp as the word “lyre” is repeated in 

verse 5.  

▪ This praise is loud, lots of music, very animated, and a universal 

shout of exaltation of God and joy! 

▪ In verse 4, it says “break forth.” The idea here is that the joy 

overwhelms the people to the point, they spontaneously break out 

in song and playing of instruments.  

Psalm 150 – in unison 

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! 2 

Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

3 Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 4 Praise him with 

tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 5 Praise him with 

sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 6 Let everything that 

has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

• We are to be always honoring our King 

Psalm 98:6 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the 

Lord! 

o Trumpet blasts. Sounds to gather people to worship and sounds to bring an 

army together to get ready to march into battle.  

o Horn – shophar – Long horn – again, intermittent blasts on the horn to declare 

a gathering for worship and praise.  

o All of this to honor the King, the Lord Himself, the King of Israel.  

o Are you worshiping at the feet of King Jesus today? Are you giving Him full 

rule and reign of your heart, of every area of your life? 

Illustration: Painting The Generals of Insignificance - In the Berlin art gallery there 

is a painting by the famous artist Mengel that is only partially finished. It is 

supposed to be a painting of King Frederick of Germany talking to his generals. 

Mengel painstakingly painted the generals first around the outside of the 
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painting. The King was left until last, leaving a bare patch in the middle of the 

painting with the background of generals. But Mengel died before he could finish 

the painting. So, there is a painting full of generals but no king. Christians can 

spend so much time putting all the generals of insignificance, things, personal 

desires, and they leave the King of Kings until last! How many Christians die 

without putting Christ into the very center of their lives? 

The painting of our lives will never be complete without Christ being the center. 

Christians can be so busy with the ‘generals of insignificance’ and the 

‘background of things’ not realizing that they have left out the most important 

person – King Jesus Christ. 

Application: God wants all of us to make continual joyful noise toward Him. 

Transition: Our last point to focus on as we praise our King is to;  

Celebrate with joy King Jesus’ soon return  

 Psalm 98:7-8 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! 8 Let the 

rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together  

• The creation shouts praise continually 

o The universe is one. All things were created and maintained by God and 

fully under His control. He sets up what we know as reality, the natural 

laws of nature, and the establishment of truth that is to be followed 

universally by every people group.  

o The same God who rules and reigns in heaven, rules and reigns spiritually 

on this earth. What affects one part, heaven, affects the other part, earth.  

o Let the sea roar and every living being that fills it. Let all the world be filled 

with joy! The inanimate objects give off praise as well as the created 

creatures God makes, all for His glory.  

Psalm 19:1 – 4a 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above[a] proclaims his 

handiwork.2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 4 Their voice 

goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

Illustration: Sounds of Space - In 2022, people on Earth were able to hear the 

planetary sounds of Mars thanks to two microphones installed on board NASA's 

Perseverance rover. The audio clips of these sounds in space captured a range of 

sounds from a gust of Martian wind to the snapping sound of the rover’s laser 

hitting a rock. The planetary sounds we hear, are wavelike vibrations of air 

molecules occurring within the range of frequencies to which our ears are 

sensitive, according to the BBC.  
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Song of the Sun - Low-frequency vibrations from the Sun recorded by the 

ESA/NASA SOHO spacecraft. This video shows how the atmospheric circulation 

inside the Sun causes very low frequency 'sound' to be produced. These “sounds 

from space”, are all singing out its praises to their creator.  

Quote: “The arena of God’s marvelous acts in the world and nature form the 

stage on which God, the Great King acts.” – The Expositor’s Bible Commentary – 

Frank E. Gaebelein. 

o In verse 8, the psalmist says let the rivers join in universal praise, like the 

sound of clapping hands as the waters churn by downstream.  

o As if the rivers are conscious, like people you see the grandeur, the beauty 

and the usefulness of the waters going by with such force. This is one way of 

them rejoicing and praising the one who created and established them.  

o The hills and mountains in view of God’s goodness with their crowning 

beauty. Let them rejoice and honor their creator by giving off their beauty.  

• The creation shouts praise at King Jesus return 

Psalm 98:9 

9 before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with 

righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

o Everything in this chapter points to King Jesus! 

▪ We see in this chapter God as the Creator / Redeemer and King 

who is committed to saving His people and creation and restoring it 

to perfection as God had it at the beginning of creation before sin 

entered the world.  

▪ All things in nature have occasion to praise the Lord because God 

comes to judge and make things right.  

▪ All of the world will rejoice when they see King Jesus return to 

planet earth physically and visibly sets up His rule and reign on 

earth from the New Jerusalem after His one-thousand-year 

Millennial reign.  

▪ King Jesus will reveal Himself in righteousness, as the judge who 

will balance the books of justice for all time, vindicate His people for 

the harm they have suffered for all time and establish His truth on 

earth. 

Psalm 96:10-13 

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! Yes, the world is established; it 

shall never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.” 11 Let the heavens 

be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;12 let the field 

exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 13 

before the Lord, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the 

world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
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Application: God wants us to get all excited and go tell everybody that Jesus Christ is 

King! 

Conclusion 

o The reading of this psalm should bring us joy and jubilation. It should 

cause us to be enthusiastic in our praise and awaken our mind to praise 

and adore our Savior and King. This psalm should fill our soul with joy and 

give us a bigger view of God and that God is so, so worthy of our praise.  

o God is reigning now in our hearts in the form of the Holy Spirit but we look 

forward with hope and joy to the future when Jesus will rule on earth with 

us.  

Quote: “The reign of universal peace, justice and happiness has begun in tis 

psalmist’s prophetic vision:” - Oesterle 

Key Thought: What new song of praise do you have today to express praise for 

the joy you have in Jesus? 

Questions to Ponder this Week 

1. Are you rehearsing in your praise and praying the past ways God has 

worked in your life? 

2. How good are you at honoring Jesus’ as King on the throne of your life? 

3. Are you joining with creation in anticipation of Jesus return to rule and 

reign on earth? 

Video: That’s My King – S.M. Lockridge  

 

 

 


