
This morning, I was led to pick up an Our Daily Bread devotional book. This isn’t my usual reading material for my quiet 
time with the Lord. The devotion for yesterday (Jan. 9th) resonated in a special way. Please allow me to share it, and I 
hope it will be a blessing to someone this week.
 
Thomas Dorsey was a pianist, songwriter, and singer in the 1930s. In 1932, Mr. Dorsey left to sing at a revival meeting 
in St. Louis. As the Model A pulled out the driveway, he left his pregnant wife’s home in Chicago. The Lord moved in a 
powerful way at the meeting with many responding to the music and message. When Thomas finished singing the songs 
that the Lord led him to sing at the meeting, someone handed him a telegram. His wife had gone into labor, and she died 
in childbirth. A few hours later, his son joined the mother.

The singer was overcome with grief and questions. What if he had stayed home? Could he have done something differently? 
Why had God been the author of such injustice? A few days had passed when Thomas Dorsey returned to his piano to 
play. Sensing the Lord’s presence and closeness, this new song flowed from his heart and his lips.

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand;

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,

Lead me on to the light;
Take my hand, precious Lord, Lead me home.

 
Sometimes the Lord will allow unwelcome events to knock on life’s door that are too big to handle alone. Griefs will 
park inside our hearts that we cannot bear. When that happens, place your hand in the Lord’s hand. He is the “God of all 
comfort,” and He will lead you home.

Psalm 61:1-4
Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer.
2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I.
3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.
4 I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah.

This past weekend, the church came together to enjoy some very sweet family time. I was so proud of our church. Wed-
dings take a lot of planning, preparation, and prayer. It wasn’t unusual to see Lauren, Randy, and Faye meeting with 
someone to ensure the day was perfect for Lauren and Sal. Crystal Stroud, Tracy Johnson, and Sharon Dew frequently 
met to discuss the big event. This past Saturday, the wedding captured our hearts as we shared it with the Bissette’s. The 
sanctuary was beautiful! The Family Life Center was transformed into a gorgeous place to host the reception. Of course, 
the food provided by Charles Sherrod Catering was amazing! It was exciting to witness our church family interlocking 
arms to give Lauren and Sal a day they would never forget. MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!  Then after the big event, the 
hard work of cleaning up takes place. The last mental image I have is seeing a sweet deacon’s family (Glenn and Sharon) 
carrying a heavy tub of decorations back to the car. It was late into the evening. What a great picture of servants for 
Christ. Even though darkness overtook the church after sunset, the light of your love will continue to shine bright in our 
community. The entire day was a wonderful picture of a loving family coming together to do incredible things for each 
other. #proudpastor
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During the morning service this past Sunday, the church family parked in Genesis 22. The title of the message was “The 
Mountaintop of Biblical Worship.” With the mind’s eye, we climbed up Mt. Moriah and watched Abraham offer his only 
son Isaac to the Lord. What a commitment to the Lord! Abraham placed what he loved most on the altar. He was giving 
God his everything. Most of us know it’s impossible to worship without giving. Let me encourage you to examine what 
you are placing on the altar in 2023. Would you be willing to give God your everything?

 

After the service, Ms. Joyce Batchelor experienced a medical emergency. Once more our church family rallied to offer 
help, hope, and prayers. She was taken to the hospital to keep overnight for observation. Praise the Lord, she was released 
from the hospital on Monday and is home recovering. Let’s continue to pray for this precious woman of God.

 

What happened to Ms. Joyce provided quite the interlude between the service and the business meeting. A cloud of con-
cern seemed to linger long after she was taken from the sanctuary, but we proceeded with the meeting. The Leadership 
Team has been asked by several members to consider bringing the couple before the church one more time to vote for 
Tyler Jefferis for the position of Associate Pastor. They have the opinion that the church family was too concerned about 
Mrs. Batchelor’s health to ask any questions. Other members have told me that I probably shouldn’t have held the business 
meeting. My intent wasn’t to be insensitive to the Batchelors’ needs, nor was I trying to rush the vote. My concern was be-
ing faithful to following the bylaws. After your feedback and spending some time in prayer, I asked the leadership team to 
meet Tuesday evening. Your comments and this decision are too important not to listen to. The consensus of the board is 
that we want to make sure the church family has an adequate opportunity to ask any questions that may be on their hearts. 
We also want to make sure the church’s will is done. It has come to the attention of the board that some people voted who 
are nonmembers. I am sure they cast a ballot because they were eager to express their opinion; it wasn’t done to break any 
rules. However, since the vote was 74.5% these nonmember ballots may have made a difference in the outcome. For all of 
the above reasons, the Leadership Team has decided to have another business meeting. We would rather err on the side of 
caution.  This meeting will give the church family an opportunity to ask any questions or express any concerns. Whether 
you voted no or voted yes, we love you and appreciate you. Thank you for taking an active part in the church government. 
Let me encourage you to keep taking an active role in God’s business at White Oak Hill Free Will Baptist Church.  We 
plead with every member for your understanding in this delicate matter. As always, I and our entire board are here to 
answer any questions you may have.
 
The team was also asked to be clearer about the job description for Tyler Jefferis. While Tyler is being brought in as an 
Associate Pastor, his duties will primarily be with the youth at White Oak Hill and Bailey Christian Childcare. Christy 
and Randy are doing an excellent job with the choir and the congregational music. They have expressed a desire to keep 
serving the Lord in those capacities. Why reinvent the wheel? Let’s keep going in a positive direction with our music pro-
gram. However, our children and teen groups need some ministerial guidance. Tyler and Alex will be able to help in these 
critical ministries of the church. They will also be helping me with the childcare. Alex will work in the daycare while Tyler 
will be another pair of eyes to help guide this new ministry. Please forgive me if I wasn’t clear enough about Tyler’s duties. 
After the incident with Ms. Joyce, it was hard for me to keep my heart and mind focused. We will have the next business 
meeting to consider the Jefferis couple after the Sunday morning service on the 22nd. Please join hands in prayer, and let’s 
seek the Lord’s will in this matter.

 

This weekend, Dr. Danny and Mrs. Debbie Baer will be with us for the Sunday morning service. How exciting! We all miss 
this wonderful couple. Let me encourage the church family to attend the service and say “hello” to these precious former 
members.



Let’s look ahead at a few upcoming events for January.

• The Propel-age children have an activity planned for Saturday, Jan. 21st. They will be going to Rocky Mount to Putt-
Putt. The cost is $5.

• The Engage and College-age young adults will be going to shoot each other at the paintball range in Goldsboro. The 
cost is $20 and that will include the meal after the paintball.

• We will gather in the Family Life Center on January 29th to enjoy some sweet fellowship at the “I’m All In Banquet.” 
Each year we gather as a church family to consider how and where the Lord wants us to serve Him. Let’s pray and go 
where God leads in 2023!! It’s a very exciting time to be a Christian. The world is looking for answers and we have 
them. Thank you, Lord, for the opportunities.

 
Matthew 9:36-39
36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scat-
tered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.
37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
 
Of course, we know Ms. Glenda Carroll has resigned from her position as the church’s Office Administrator. She has gra-
ciously agreed to stay in her current position until her replacement can be trained. If you or anyone you know might be 
interested in serving the Lord full-time in her position at the church, please contact the pastor or a deacon. Ms. Glenda 
is such a sweet, gifted person. The church will miss her sitting in the office each week. Her position will be hard to fill, 
but we know God will bring the right person at the right time. Let’s pray for the Lord to open hearts and open doors. 
Let’s also pray for God’s healing hand to be on her and her family.
 
Listed below are our prayer needs this week.
• Kay Dew- Please continue to pray for our dear brother as he battles cancer. The chemotherapy isn’t working to re-

duce the size of cancer. The doctors are going to try something different.
• Gregg Wall- Let’s continue to pray for Gregg. He is back at work, but he’s not 100% healed.
• Patricia Register-Ms. Pat continues to need our prayers as she battles poor health. Her surgery was a success, but she 

is in a lot of pain.
• Tim Riggs- Please pray for our former pastor. His kidneys are not working, and he is undergoing dialysis.
• Melisa Belcher- Melissa is much better. Thank you for your prayers, but let’s continue to pray until she is completely 

healthy.
• Billy John Dew- Let’s keep praying! His hemoglobin count is very low. As a result, he has no energy.
• Bailey Christian Childcare
• Patricia Lamm-Carol Boykin’s sister-in-law is in Nash General Hospital, and she has asked us to pray for her.
• Dottie Massey- Ms. Dottie is getting better, but it’s a slow recovery process.
• Lucille Beasley-Ms. Beasley is having some health problems.
• Joyce Batchelor- She is home recovering after the event this past Saturday.
• Grace Fullerton- Bonnie Joyner’s granddaughter is having some serious medical issues and the doctors are trying to 

diagnose the problem.
• Tyler/Alexandra Jefferis- Let’s pray for the Lord’s will for this family.

Love in Christ,
 

Pastor Hal
Galatians 2:20
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This link is easy to access to the church's account:
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/WHITEOAKH-
ILL

Text Code
This text code is easy to access to the church's ac-
count: WHITEOAKHILL can be texted to 49775.
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This scannable code is easy to access to the church’s 
account.

Schedule of Services

Sunday

In-Person
Sunday School at 9:30 am

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 am

On-Line
Sunday Morning Online Service at 10:30 am

Sunday Evening Online Service Only at 6 pm

Wednesday
7 PM - Prayer, Praise & Bible Study

Engage Youth, Propel Kids & Nursery

WOH Services can be seen on either: 
  Facebook - Hal Jones page 

  White Oak Hill Free Will Baptist Church - Website
  White Oak Hill Free Will Baptist Church YouTube

It’s time to prepare for another great White 
Oak Hill Basketball league. Brother Glen 
Dew and Brother Charles Price are the di-
rectors for the league. The basketball fun will 
start in February 2023. If any male 15 years  
old or older is interested, please contact 
Charles Price at:  charlesprice73@embarq-
mail.com or (252) 205-4335



MISSIONS CORNER!
Please pray for these missionaries!


